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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

AMONG
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE soc

pPublic of srj Lanka hereinafter
of the United Nations High
ereinafiny refeirred to as UNHCR)

referred to as GSL) and the Office
Commissioner for Refugees

Qgpfirmlgg the already existing ex.ellent rela
UNHCR, ‘

tions between GSL and
Resolved to Cooperate

in order to facilitate the return of Sri
Lankan refugees,

Reca]ling Conclusion No. 18 (XXXI) and No. 40 (XXXVI) adopted by the
Executive Committee of the UNHCR Programme, in particular UNHCR’s
legitimate concern for the Consequences of return, ‘re9f)

Considering the need to define general operational modalities

governing UNHCR’s involvement in the voluntary repatriation of sri
Lankan nationals,

Considerigg Va1sorthe‘-need to consent on princjp]es regarding the
assistance to as well as security and protection of returnees,

Noting that UNHCR's Mandate in Sri Lanka is Timited tovretgrneei but
“hat the principles established for assistance and proLect;on ?‘V
returnees wiilil apply also to displaced persons whereever they live
together with returnees,

Have agreed on the following provisions

1. GSL is responsible for the overall manag?menp qf the figiggéon

W,centresﬁine%udingwprovfsion*of”food"and”shglter} Thi Sovihe
recognises that UNHCR, under the mgn@ate given to 1t Zh
international community, has a 1egl§1mate Interest in e
consequences of the return from Tamil Nadu.



2. UNHCR wil] provide emergency relief assistance which is Timited
to emergency needs and UNHCR's inputs are not deemed to be a
substitute to the assistance already provided by GSL, but rather

are not covered.

3. UNHCR will, in addition to its Field Offices in Madhu and
Pesalai, open two new Field Offices in Vavuniya and Trincomalee.
UNHCR wi11 continue, within the agreed Procedures, to enjoy free
access to reception centres and uncleared areas where it implements

4. Subject to avai1abi1ity of funds and security, UNHCR will
continue its Open Relief Centres and Sub-Centres in Mannar District

until 39 December 1994 at which time the programme will be
eassessed.

5. Returnees are free to leave the reception centresg if they wish to

do so. Returnees should however not be forced to return home if they
do not believe th:s can be done safely.

6. UNHCR wil] assist returnees to return to uncleared arecas jif they
SO wish. Returnees who chonse to do SO should all be fully informed
of the conditions Prevailing in these areas.

7 A A security or other auxiliary forces will not carry out
interventions in reception centres without prior
Consultation with the civii administration and UNHCR.

B. Such interventions will be carried out under the command of
a national Army Officer of senior rank (not less than Majci-)
and whenever Necessary in the Presence of UNHCR.

C. An; person who might be arrested as a fesult of such
interventions will be signed for individually by the
Commanding Officer.

D. GSL acknowledges that UNHCR's legitimate interest in the

consequences of return also concerns the need to follow-up
and request information on those arrested.

N



For the uUnited Nations

High Commissioner for Refugees

Hasim ufkan
UNHCR Representative
in Sri Lanka

Colombo,

1
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For the Socialist Repubiic
of Sri Lanka

DL

P. Dayaratne
Minister of Reconstruction,
Rehabilitation & Social Welfare,
Government of Sri Lanka

February



