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1. Have hundreds of Hazaras been killed in Quetta in recent years?  

Well over one hundred Hazaras, and perhaps more than two hundred, have been killed in 
Quetta in recent years in so called “targeted killings”. The attacks have been attributed to two 
separate insurgent movements: the Taliban styled Sunni militant Lashkar-e-Jhangavi (LJ)1 
and, to a lesser extent, the Baloch nationalist Balochistan Liberation Army (BLA).2 In the 
recent weeks of March 2010 three attacks by gunmen on Hazara men have resulted in seven 
deaths in as many days. Such attacks upon the Hazara community have been one aspect of a 
wave of insurgent violence in Quetta which has also seen attacks upon other non-Sunni and/or 
non-Balochi communities (including ethnic Punjabis,3 Sindhis4 and Pashtuns5) as well as 
politicians, security forces, gas pipe-line workers, and NGO workers.6  

In reporting on the targeted killing of Quetta Hazaras news sources will often put the 
estimated number of Hazaras killed in the city in recent years in the hundreds. In November 
2009 a HT Columnist article reported that: “the Hazara community in Quetta [has suffered] 
260 casualties over the past six years”;7 and in February 2010 The Daily News referred to the 
killing of “hundreds of Hazaras” in Quetta’s “sectarian violence”.8 Regular reports of the 
killing of Hazaras in Quetta by gunmen, and in bomb attacks, indicates that well over one 
hundred Hazaras have been killed.  

Recent years have seen frequent attacks by motorbike borne gunmen against individual, or a 
small number of, Hazara men, typically labourers, market traders or pedestrians. On occasion 
Hazara policemen and prominent Hazara leaders have also been killed and January 2009 was 
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notable for the assassination of Hazara Democratic Party (HDP) chairman Hussain Ali 
Yousufi9 by Lashkar-e-Jhangavi and for the killing of three Hazara policemen, also by LJ.10 
According to the South Asian Terrorism Portal “at least 50” Hazaras were murdered in 
targeted killings in first three months of 2009.11 By October 2009 a Hazara source, the Hazara 
News Pakistan website, claimed that over one hundred Hazaras had been killed12 and by 
November 2009 the same source claimed that: “The consecutive target killing of Hazaras 
have claimed lives of over 300 innocent people since the beginning of 2009”.13 Estimates of 
the latter kind may be inflated but, as is noted above, the assessment that several hundred 
Hazaras have been killed in Quetta over the last six years has been widely reported.  

The following timeline illustrates the extent to which the Quetta Hazara community have been 
subject to attack over the recent year:  

• 4 March 2009: “Four Hazara laborers and their Punjabi colleague were killed by 
unknown gunmen on Eastern Bypass today”.14 

• 11 March 2009: “Unknown gunmen shot dead two Hazara tribesmen in an apparent 
sectarian attack at Arbab Karam Khan Road here on Monday”.15 

• 11 March 2009: “In row (sic) of merciless target killings of Hazara minority 
tribesmen, three more Hazaras came under fire and all of them escaped unhurt, but a 
passerby got bullet wounds, here on Spini Road on Wednesday, police officials 
said”.16 

• 12 April 2009: “Ghulam Hussein Hazara was killed while another person sustained 
critical wounds when unknown armed men opened fire at them on Kirani Road”.17 

• 12 October 2009: “Unidentified armed men killed the Balochistan Chief Mines 
Inspector on Sariab Road in Quetta. Ashraf Ali was a member of the Shia Hazara 
community”.18  

• 15 October 2009: “Another Hazara, Muhammad Asif, brother AIG Musa Jaffari has 
been shot dead on Jinnah Road, Quetta this evening at 7:30pm. A friend of him is 
critically injured”.19 
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• 18 March 2010: “gunmen attacked three construction workers, killing two of them and 
injuring the third. All of them belonged to the Hazara tribe”.20 

• 19 March 2010: “gunmen killed a trader belonging to Hazara tribe in the Hazargangi 
area. Sources said Asad Ali Hazara was sitting in his shop when the gunmen opened 
fire. He died on the spot”.21 

• 21 March 2010: “gunmen riding a motorcycle killed three people and injured three 
others who were travelling in a pick-up in the Killi Sardo Karez area near western 
bypass. …All the six men belonged to the Hazara tribe.”22 

Less recently, in 2003 and 2004, Quetta was the scene of large scale attacks against the 
Hazara community. On 4 June 2003 an attack by gunmen “killed 12 Shi’a Hazara police 
cadets in Quetta”; and: “On 5 July 2003, an attack on a Shia mosque in Baluchistan’s capital, 
Quetta, left 54 Shia Hazaras dead and dozens wounded”.23 In 2004, on 2 March, suicide 
gunmen/bombers attacked a procession celebrating the Shia festival of Ashura. Thirty-eight 
Hazaras died and responsibility for the attack was subsequently attributed to Lashkar-e-
Jhangavi.24  

The spate of killings has led to a number of protests being staged by Quetta’s Hazara residents 
who have called for action against the targeting of their community.25 The issue has also 
caught the attention of the Pakistan national press26 and international commentators. On 13 
March 2009 the International Crisis Group commented as follows:  

Balochistan’s provincial capital, Quetta, widely accepted as the Afghan Taliban’s 
headquarters, is also a hub of sectarian violence, with Shia Hazaras, like Kurram’s Turis, 
targeted by the Pakistani Taliban and other Sunni radical groups including Lashkar-e-Jhangvi 
and SSP. 

…The LJ was responsible for an attack on a Shia procession on Ashura day in March 2004 
that killed 38 people, most of them Hazaras; the two senior LJ militants convicted for their 
role in this incident escaped custody in mid-January 2008. …On 26 January 2009, the Shia 
leader of the Hazara Democratic Party was assassinated in Quetta, with the Lashkar-e-Jhangvi 
claiming responsibility, sparking violent sectarian clashes. 
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Hazaras have become even more vulnerable as Sunni radical groups have penetrated the 
province’s police force. For example, police who belonged to the SSP were implicated in two 
sectarian attacks in quick succession, in March and May 2004. On 19 July 2008, nine Hazara 
protesters were killed in a clash with police. More than two dozen were killed between 
December 2008 and February 2009, with police from the Hazara community a particular 
target. In the absence of a robust campaign to bring the perpetrators of such violence to 
justice, sectarian violence in Balochistan will continue to claim lives.27  

In November 2009 a HT Columnist article reported as follows:  

Not a single perpetrator has been convicted so far. The Hazaras say that the administration, 
instead of protecting their lives and property, protects the perpetrators of crimes against them. 
They allege that some members of the police force have an ethnic bias against them and are 
involved in their killings. They are also of view that some sectarian militant organisations 
have patrons in the intelligence agencies. The Hazara community is quite concerned over the 
activities of the Lashkar-e-Jhangvi and Jindullah, both comprising Baloch Sunni militants.28  

As will be apparent from the above there have been allegations that Quetta police have failed 
to provide effective protection to the local Hazara population and that some police officers 
have had an involvement in perpetrating such violence. Relations have not been helped by the 
clashes which have occurred between Hazaras and police when Hazara demonstrators have 
rioted following security incidents like the 2004 Ashura attack29 or the demonstrations of 19 
July 2008 when “nine Hazaras were killed in Quetta in a clash between the police and Hazara 
protesters”.30 Clashes also broke out between Hazara protesters and police in January 2009 
following the killing of HDP leader Hussain Ali Yousufi. (Though no protesters were killed 
on this occasion, some 13 persons were injured when police opened fire to end the rioting).31 

There have, however, also been claims of police progress in apprehending persons suspected 
of perpetrating attacks upon the Quetta Hazara community. On 13 November 2009 police in 
Quetta “claimed the arrest of a top Lashkar-e-Jhangvi (LeJ) terrorist wanted in 16 cases and 
for the murder of 28 members of the Shia-Hazara community in target killings in the 
provincial capital”.32 Even so, and as is evident from the recent sample of attacks noted in the 
timeline above, attacks on Hazara in Quetta continue to be reported.  
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