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STATEMENT BY THE PRESI DENT OF THE SECURI TY COUNCI L

At the 3818th meeting of the Security Council, held on 18 Septenber 1997 in
connection with the Council's consideration of the itementitled "The situation
in Croatia", the President of the Security Council mnmade the foll owi ng statenent
on behalf of the Council:

"The Security Council expresses its deep concern at the |ack of
substantial progress by the Governnent of the Republic of Croatia in
fulfilling the conditions and tasks that are key to the transfer of
executive authority to the Republic of Croatia in the territories of
Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirmium as noted in its resolution
1120 (1997) and the 23 June 1997 report of the Secretary-CGenera
(S/1997/ 487) .

“In this regard, the Security Council calls upon the Croatian
Governnent to neet its obligations and conmitnents and to take inmediate
action in the following areas: to renove all adnministrative and | ega
obstacles to the two-way return of all displaced persons as well as to the
return of refugees; to ensure security and social and econom c opportunity
including property rights for all returnees; to take effective nmeasures to
prevent harassnment of returnees; to inplenment neasures to establish
ef fective | ocal government administrations; to ensure the regul ar paynent
of benefits to all pension and welfare recipients and open Croatian pension
offices in the region; to ensure further economc reintegration; to
initiate a country-w de public programme of national reconciliation and
curb nmedia attacks on ethnic groups; and to inplement fully and fairly the
amesty | aw and cooperate fully with the International Tribunal for the
former Yugoslavia. |In this context, the Security Council notes the recent
i nformation provided by the Croatian Government on intended steps to
address sone of these issues and urges the Croatian Governnment to inplenent
t hese steps w thout del ay.

"The Security Council enphasizes that the pronpt conpletion of the

tasks outlined above, as well as the fulfilment by the Croatian CGovernnent
of its obligations under the Basic Agreenent (S/1995/951), the agreenents
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bet ween the Croatian Government and the United Nations Transitiona
Admi ni stration for Eastern Slavonia, Baranja and Western Sirm um ( UNTAES)
as well as the letter of the Croatian Governnent of 13 January 1997
(S/1997/27, annex), will determ ne the pace of further devol ution of
executive authority for the civil admnistration to the Croati an CGover nnent
as well as further Council action. The Council urges all parties to
cooperate fully with UNTAES and | ooks forward to the report of the
Secretary-Ceneral due no later than 6 Cctober 1997, as requested inits
resolution 1120 (1997)."



