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URGENT ACTION
THREATENED WITH DEATH AFTER TORTURE
Two men were reportedly tortured while in police custody in the Dominican Republic on 
12 April. Since then, the men and their relative Ana Patricia Fermín have faced 
intimidation and death threats after she denounced the torture to the media.

On 12 April Luis Manuel Lember Martínez, 21, and Eduardo Luis Cruz, 24, were allegedly approached by police 
officers requesting a bribe in Los Alcarrizos, an area in the northern outskirts of Santo Domingo, the capital of the 
Dominican Republic. When the two men declined to bribe the officers, the officers arrested them under the 
accusation of carrying an illegal weapon. Both men were hand-cuffed and taken to the Los Rieles police station.

According to information received, both men were tortured during two hours under police custody and were 
threatened with death if they reported it. Luis Manuel Lember Martínez was allegedly shot in the leg by police 
officers on the way to the police station, and they later introduced a padlock in his wound. Both men said to have 
been severely beaten on the buttocks with a plank, had their heads wrapped with black bags and been beaten in 
the head, the arm and the chest. Luis Manuel reported being given electric shocks in his legs. Eduardo Luis Cruz 
told Amnesty International he was beaten with a plank in the testicles and had a bottle of water hung from them.

Ana Patricia Fermín, a relative of both men, visited Los Rieles police station on 12 April. A police officer called her 
a “criminal” and requested 50 pesos to allow her to see the men. The officer reportedly threatened her with death if 
she talked to the media, however she did then publicly denounce the torture and ill-treatment of her relatives. On 
13 April both men were brought to Las Caobas police station, and Luis Manuel Lember Martínez sent to a hospital. 
The following day they were brought to the Office of the Public Prosecutor who ordered their immediate release 
due to lack of evidence, and apparently opened an investigation into the allegations of torture and ill-treatment. 
Both men were later brought to the hospital. Ana Patricia told Amnesty International that she noticed the police 
officer allegedly responsible for the torture passing by her house with a car on 15 April, and reported to have been 
followed by four men on two motorcycles. Luis Manuel also received threats following his release on 14 April. 

Please write immediately in Spanish or your own language:
ν Calling on the authorities to immediately investigate the allegations that the two men were tortured or otherwise 
ill-treated, and along with Ana Patricia Fermín threatened with death, and bring those responsible to justice;
ν Calling on them to ensure that all police officers identified as being involved in the torture, ill-treatment, and 
death threats are immediately suspended from duty until the judicial investigation is satisfactorily concluded;
ν Urging them to immediately ensure the safety of Ana Patricia Fermín, Luis Manuel Lember Martínez, Eduardo 
Luis Cruz, and their families, in accordance with their wishes, and protect them from any intimidation.

PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 28 MAY 2014 TO:
Chief of the Police

Mayor General Manuel E. Castro Castillo 

Palacio de la Policía Nacional

Av. Leopoldo Navarro #402

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Fax: +1809 685 4510

Email: info@policianacional.gob.do

Salutation: Sr. Jefe de la Policía / Dear 

Chief of the Police

Public Prosecutor

Francisco Dominguez Brito

Palacio de Justicia, Av. Jiménez Moya 

esq. Juan Ventura Simón

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Fax: +1809 532 2584

Email: info@pgr.gob.do  
Salutation: Sr. Procurador General de 
la República / Dear Public Prosecutor

Minister of Interior and Police

José Ramón Fadul

Av. México esq. Leopoldo Navarro

Edificio de Oficinas Gubernamentales 

Juan Pablo Duarte

Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic

Email: info@mip.gob.do 
Salutation: Sr. Ministro / Dear Minister 

Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country. Please insert local diplomatic addresses below:

Name Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 Fax Fax number Email Email address Salutation Salutation

Please check with your section office if sending appeals after the above date. 
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THREATENED WITH DEATH AFTER TORTURE

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

In October 2011 Amnesty International published the report “Shut up if you don’t want to be killed” Human rights violations by 
police in Dominican Republic (AMR 27/002/2011, http://amnesty.org/en/library/info/AMR27/002/2011/en), which documented 
numerous cases of human rights violations committed every year by the police in the Dominican Republic, including unlawful 
killings, arbitrary arrests, torture and ill-treatment, and enforced disappearances. Amnesty International has received several 
reports of torture and other cruel and inhuman treatment in the Dominican Republic in recent years, mainly of criminal suspects in 
police custody, without being formally charged or convicted of any crime. 

Even though reports of torture and other cruel and inhuman treatment are common in the Dominican Republic, not many victims 
file official complaints with judicial authorities. Many victims told Amnesty International that they did not submit a judicial complaint 
because they had no faith in the justice system, especially as those who had abused them were the very people entrusted by the 
state with upholding the law.

On 23 February 2012, the Dominican Republic ratified the Convention Against Torture, but is yet to present its first report to the 
UN Committee monitoring the implementation of the Convention. In 2013 the Dominican Republic did not approve a request by the 
UN Special Rapporteur on Torture to visit the country.

Victims of human rights violations by the police and their families who publicly denounce the abuses are often victim of acts of 
intimidation of harassment. 

Name: Ana Patricia Fermín (f), Luis Manuel Lember Martínez (m), and Eduardo Luis Cruz (m)

Gender m/f: both
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