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Key Findings

With an FGM prevalence of 65.2% among women aged 15-49 in a population of nearly 104.5 million,
Ethiopia is second to Egypt in the total number of women and girls who have experienced FGM.?

Geography:

The regions with the highest prevalence are in the east’

Age:

Approximately 64% of daughters of women aged 15-49 who have undergone FGM were cut before the
age of 4*

Type:
‘Cut, flesh removed’ is the most common type of FGM practised®

Agent:
Almost all FGM is carried out by ‘traditional practitioners’®

Development Indicators

HDI Rank: 174 out of 188 countries (2015)’

Population: 104,278,136 (as at 7 June 2017), with a 2.88% growth rate (Nov. 2016 est.)8
Infant Mortality Rate: 41 deaths per 1,000 live births (2015)°

Maternal Mortality Ratio: 353 deaths per 100,000 live births (2015)°

Literacy: 49.1% of the total population aged 15 and over can read/write’

‘In our community, girls and women are discriminated against.
| learned that | have to show that | am equal to boys and | can do
whatever boys do.’

~ Tezerash Tesfa, whose mother refused to have her undergo FGM'™

Prevalence

FGM is practised across all regions, religions and ethnic groups in Ethiopia. FGM among women aged
15-49 is more prevalent in the east of the country, and the region with the highest prevalence is Somali, at
98.5%. The lowest prevalence is in Tigray, at 24.2%. It should be noted that small sample sizes were
used in many of the regions and figures therefore may not be accurate. Women who live in rural areas
are more likely to be cut (68.4% of women aged 15-49) than women who live in urban areas (53.9%).
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The Somali are the ethnic group with the
highest prevalence of FGM among
women aged 15-49, at 98.5%, followed
by the Afar, at 98.4% (however, once
again, the small sample size makes this
figure potentially unreliable). The ethnic
group with the lowest prevalence is the
Tigray, at 23%.

82.2% of Muslim women aged 15-49
have undergone FGM, compared to
54.2% of Orthodox women and 65.8% of
Protestant women."
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Between 2005 and 2016, the overall prevalence for women aged 15-49 fell from 74.3% to 65.2%. Due to
the large age-range of women included, however, the overall prevalence alone may not fully reflect the
progress that has been made in recent years. Breaking down the most recent data by age group shows
that the prevalence for women aged 45-49 is 75.3%, while for the youngest age group this has fallen to
47.1%. Despite the fact that a small proportion of women may be cut after the age of 15, the lower

prevalences among younger women suggest that the practice is declining.14

PERCENTAGE PREVALENCE OF FGM

FGM PREVALENCE BY AGE IN ETHIOPIA

40-49 30-39

25-29
AGE OF WOMEN AND GIRLS

15-19

SOURCE: EPHS 2010 | GRAPHIC © 28 TOO MANY

Ethiopian Law

Articles 16 and 35 of the 1995 Constitution protect women from harmful customary practices, and Articles

568 and 569 of the 2005 Criminal Code specifically prohibit the practice of FGM.
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