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For the 2012 reporting period, no assessment has been made 
regarding the Cocos (Keeling) Islands’ efforts to advance the 
elimination of the worst forms of child labor because there 
is no evidence of a worst forms of child labor problem and 
the country has a good legal and enforcement framework on 
child labor.

Prevalence and Sectoral Distribution of the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor
There is no evidence that children on the Cocos (Keeling) 
Islands are engaged in the worst forms of child labor.(1)

Laws and Regulations on the Worst Forms 
of Child Labor
The Cocos (Keeling) Islands are subject to the child labor laws 
of the state of Western Australia.(1) The Western Australia 
Children and Community Services Act 2004 prohibits the 
employment of children younger than age 15 in a business, 
trade, or for-profit occupation.(2) The Department of Child 
Protection can issue an order to stop a child from working 
if there is a risk of harm.(1, 3) No information was found 
on whether any laws define hazardous work or establish a 
minimum age for it.

Child prostitution is prohibited under the Western Australia 
Prostitution Act of 2000.(1, 3, 4) Both the Western Australia 
Children and Community Services Act and the federally 
enacted Commonwealth Criminal Code Act 1995 of Australia 
proscribe the possession, production, and distribution of child 
pornography.(2, 5, 6) The Commonwealth Criminal Code Act 
1995 of Australia also criminalizes all forms of slavery, forced 
labor, the use of children for illicit activities, and trafficking 
in children.(5) 

Defense of the Cocos (Keeling) Islands is the responsibility 
of the Australian Defense Force, which has a voluntary 
recruitment age of 17 and a minimum combat age of 18.(7-9)  

Public education is free on the Cocos (Keeling) Islands. The 
Western Australia School Education Act makes education 
compulsory until age 17.(1, 10-12)

Institutional Mechanisms for Coordination 
and Enforcement
As there is no evidence of a problem, there appears to be no 
need for a coordinating mechanism to address the worst forms 
of child labor.

The Australian Federal Police, the Department of Immigration 
and Citizenship, and the Department of Regional Australia 
enforce criminal laws related to the worst forms of child 
labor. (3, 12) 

The Australian Federal Police is responsible for investigating 
the commercial sexual exploitation of children, including 
pornography.(1, 3) 

The Australian Federal Police has jurisdiction in trafficking 
matters and its Human Trafficking Teams investigate human 
trafficking for the purpose of transnational sexual and labor 
exploitation.(1, 6) The Australian Federal Police Child 
Protection Operations Team performs an investigative and 
coordination role for multijurisdictional and online child sex 
exploitation issues.(1, 3, 6) 

Government Policies on the Worst Forms of 
Child Labor
As there is no evidence of a problem, there appears to be no 
need for policies to address the worst forms of child labor.

Social Programs to Eliminate or Prevent the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor
As there is no evidence of a problem, there appears to be no 
need for programs to address the worst forms of child labor.
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