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Protecting People Forced To Flee Their Homes
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Message from
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Message from Representative

Representative in China

As UNHCR’s new representative in China, it is
a privilege to be engaging with you via this first
newsletter of 2022.

| hope this message finds you and your loved ones
safe and healthy in what remains a challenging period
for Hong Kong and the world. At UNHCR, we’re faced
with an equally demanding time. As intermittent
COVID outbreaks add to our challenges, we are
continuing with our relief efforts on emergencies all
around the world while paying special attention to the
Ukraine crisis - “the fastest growing refugee crisis in
Europe since World War II.” according to UNHCR’s
High Commissioner Filippo Grandi.

Having served and protected refugees in various
crises as part of the UNHCR family for the last 30
years, I’'m no stranger to large-scale emergencies.
From my early days with UNHCR, first during
the Chechen crisis and then in the aftermath of
Rwanda’s genocide, | have witnessed first-hand the
transformative power the generosity of donors like
you can have on the lives of refugees.

Besides, the plight of refugees has made a
deep impression upon me probably because |
personally was affected by forced
displacement during my childhood in
Cambodia. It always reminds me that
refugees are mothers, fathers, sisters,
brothers, children, with the same
hopes and ambitions as us — except
that a twist of fate has bound their
lives to an unprecedented global
forced displacement crisis.

To be able to assist refugees not
only by covering their basic needs to

survive but also to strive and achieve their dreams,
has motivated me throughout my work with UNHCR
as | led emergency responses in countries ranging
from Afghanistan and East Timor to Myanmar,
Bangladesh and Ukraine.

Still, as millions of Ukrainian men, women and
children join the over 100 million desperate
displaced people worldwide, never has the situation
seemed direr. Having lived, studied and worked
in both Ukraine and Russia, the refugee crisis
engulfing Ukraine is even more personal to me
because it provides a stark reminder that anybody
could become a refugee one day regardless of
where one lives.

It’'s only because of your solidarity and support
for UNHCR that we can protect the millions of
Ukrainians forced to flee their homes. But the
refugees crisis is a global concern that’s continuing
to increase in scope, scale and complexity. Let our
call for aid reaches beyond the current Ukraine
emergency and extend to the millions of Afghans,
Ethiopians, Syrians, the Rohingya and others who
have never chosen to become refugees but now
share the same dream: to return home safely.

| am grateful that you continue to
stand with refugees. Please know that
together, we can light the path ahead
and build better futures for refugees
in a more peaceful world. Thank
you again and we promise to do our
utmost to be worthy of your faith and
generosity.

Vanno Noupech
UNHCR Representative in China
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Ukraine : Fastest Growing
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Valentina tries to make sensesof her new
refugee life cradling her nephew: Andrii near
the Polish border town of Medyka.

Refugee Crisis in Europe Since WWII
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Since the war in Ukraine escalated in February, nearly 15 million people have been forced

to flee their homes and leave everything behind in scenes reminiscent of the world’s
most destructive world war. Over 6 million more Ukrainians have crossed the border into
neighbouring Poland, Hungary and Romania. Together, they are confronting the shocking new
reality of life as refugees.
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“I never thought | would have to flee just to save my life,” says
Ukrainian kindergarten teacher Valentina while cradling her
two-month-old nephew Andrii.

After a week-long journey travelling with Andrii, her sister and
8-year-old daughter, covering hundreds of kilometres by bus,
train and on foot from the Ukrainian city of Kharkiv, Valentina
finally arrived on March 5 at the Polish border, where UNHCR
is supporting local authorities to provide critical assistance
and protection to refugees coming through. The sisters still
cannot believe what has happened over such a short time.

“We were suddenly...refugees,” says Irina, Andrii’'s mother,
reminiscing about the sound of explosions. “Our men stayed
behind while we took our children to safety.”

The hope of returning home one day is grim for people like
Valentina; the devastation of urban centres and the destruction
of civilian infrastructure have made life unbearable across large
swaths of Ukraine as the war rages on.

“But he will rebuild our country one day,” says Valentina as she
eyes and hugs her nephew. “He is our Maybutnye - our future,”
she says.
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UNHCR’s Emergency Response
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The response to the Ukraine refugee exodus has been an affirmation of the
principles at the heart of the Global Compact on Refugees characterized by
unprecedented solidarity, collective action and clarity of purpose. At local
level, municipalities have made extraordinary efforts to accommodate new
arrivals and include them in local services. Grassroots organizations and
legions of volunteers have mobilized relief items and welcomed refugees at
border crossing points, temporary reception centres and transit hubs.
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In Neighbouring Countries
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Beyond sending emergency experts and stockpiles
of essential supplies, we're present at border areas
and reception centres to help identify and provide
care to the most vulnerable refugees, setting up
helplines and information materials.
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Inside Ukraine
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UNHCR has been sending convoys of core relief
items (blankets, emergency shelters etc.) and setting
up specialist protection services to identify the

internally displaced with special needs, such as
children travelling alone and people with disabilities.
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8.3 million in need of assistance 15.7 million in need of assistance
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6.36 million refugees 8 million internally displaced (IDPs)
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Connecting the Dots - Uniting Regional Aid via Innovative Approaches

BEEBRBELZSHEANLR  URESSERFENKIREE  MABKBSERRAMIERNRETD

As part of ongoing efforts to foster complementarity amongst different protection partners on the
ground, UNHCR has been implementing various innovative approaches to organizing, providing,
and uniting aid across Ukraine’s neighbouring countries.

----------- [EE3 | A5 Follow the “Blue Dots” ------

[B2Eh | ([REXEDL) @ 2BAH “Blue Dots” are one-stop safe spaces established
ERBNBAEREES DR TH by UNHCR and UNICEF, where children, families
—SRREEE o RPEETAY and other vulnerable people fleeing Ukraine can
OB MR A - BB E S access life-saving protection services provided by

- different protection partners such as psychological
= xRN E & ik =2 &
RE - RERMAMEHAE R aid, children playroom, breastfeeding facility,

WA RELEZE RE  (oial welfare support, and legal counselling,
Ay BARWMRE  HE etc. Already, 10 “Blue Dots” hubs are in operation
BHNRE R EEERNEH - across Poland, Moldova and Romania. An
B EFE EB%EAMN additional 20 “Blue Dots” are opening soon.
EERTCHEEB101E [EE
ol HON20 M6 TER] 0 E1#
more about Blue Dots' life-

BARE o ] . .
saving protection services .

................ ;\Effé StaySafe

AR N0% MERHEREAGLZNFEE At Since 90% of Ukrainian refugees are women and children,
HAFSRZBHET T34 2] 58 EF  UNHCRlaunched a ‘Stay Safe’ campaign to raise awareness

EEBERENBEIMADRENERSSE - about gender-based violence and trafficking. Rolled out
THEESENE AR EERE TS across the region and featuring posters, leaflets, online
mHA (=[] Al /Y <5 I\ All/cy

N s messages and tips for people on the move, its messages
=321 \ Tt VER © — AN ) o
PR A LIREAERI A - EEE AN reached almost 870,000 people through social media within

EA/E@E%&@@?iQ&%%T%%ﬁ 870,000 A ° a single week alone.

............. %i%‘lﬂﬂb MeetVqunteers

SBEBUNARH AR - 8% A From everywhere across Europe and
HEEEERKELY —HFEHES beyond, people like Dr. Anthony Ezerioha

i FRREARERHER - — who studied medicine in Ukraine and J‘

bz E M LGS sy oW practices medicine in Germany

— have been flocking to Poland
FIRE BB - EREER where most Ukrainian refugees

tRERMETRE > ARELE—2 5 - live. Whether helping the sick

© UNHCR/Mihai von Eremia

.......

EI BH—RE  TRELTD
SR E RS -

Scan the QR code to learn

Eﬁlf/ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁr%m mE T like Dr. Ezerioha or serving food ol
Euu SHRERY RITHSER®E  in makeshift camps, they too Va .y
HENEPHRRELSE - stand with Ukrainian refugees. = b‘r
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GLOBAL SNAPSHOT
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Football for Ukraine - Score One for Team Refugee!
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Six football stars — three of whom have a refugee background
— have come together for the #football4ukraine global appeal
to ask football fans to show solidarity and support for people
displaced by the Ukraine crisis.

Born in a refugee camp in Ghana, Bayern Munich’s Alphonso
Davies relates to the plight of people who were forced to flee
their home. “The need for support is growing by the day, we
need to get urgent aid where it's needed, for everyone,” said
Davies, who will represent Canada in the World Cup.

[REBHNER - FRNX]| tREEATER
World Book Day Exhibition “A Shared Longing for Home”
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To celebrate the World Book Day on
23 April, UNHCR held an exhibition at
popular Beijing bookstore Page One
(Sanlitun) to showcase a collection of
books that explore the lives, struggles
and successes that define the lives of
refugees. Promoted under the collective
theme of “A Shared Longing for Home
in a Changing World”, the books retell
various stories and journeys of friendship,
kinship, growth, loss, suffering and
transformation.
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Please Support the 15th Charity Refugee Film Festival

The Ukraine emergency has allowed us to witness how

people work together to support people forced to flee

and provide them with shelters and care, leading to the

20 BB m theme of this year’s World Refugee Day — “The right to

2 JUNE - 3 JULY 2022 3 seek safety”. This Festival also raises funds for our global

RRLED ) b WUARNRS | ASEN| ‘ _ emergency preparedness and response programmes
- that need our urgent assistance.

To amplify the message of “Whoever, wherever,

- T R E whenever. Everyone has a right to seek safety” to
SRBEHRRE [ 2HNEEE - RARRE audiences, a series of films and short videos are going

EA‘?AE@J%EPE/EQEIZ% .lkt * 15 EEE to be screened in this 15th Charity Refugee Film Festival,
HREFORFHNERSFHERERD - U [EX including Oscars nominated animated movie “Flee”, and

RENER] AXE TASERMWEZMIE  fims about the poignant stories of young refugees like
HEEERK  RESERIEETERE - “Wandering, A Rohingya Story”.

SERMBRT —ZNBYREE  UEH [TH ..
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BHREERLE £ !
Hong Kong Stands with Refugees!

RPIEEGEMERAAT LT TAERD (MABRRIHNEER) @ BF
BRI R ERAB BN REZHENHE R o BRI - BRTIAL

RENASHEREZHI RTERARNANERERE - RRAEIEF

ERMEIHRBEAE B [FEERE] - BOER6 A25 A2HE [ euwe

BRI —RYHEES - $5EBE Instagram 1R5E @refugeeweekhk | ACCESS TO
EDUCATION

Scan the QR code to learn
_d more about the programme !

To help displaced people navigate Hong Kong's educational system, we

produced an “Access to Education Guide” in collaboration with global law

firm Mayer Brown. Meanwhile, apart from the Charity Refugee Film Festival

mentiohed apovg, UNHCR marks World Refugee Day in Hong Kong by , sy aEE s
partnering with five NGOs and the Refugee Concern Network to host I HBEIEENEL o
Refugee Week Hong Kong. Please join us on 25 June as we presenta | =~ S " - : gi}e:jteorfragd‘i;t‘igf
series of community-based celebrations across the city. Follow Instagram Guide here.

account @refugeeweekhk for details.
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