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Protecting People Forced To Flee Their Homes
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Hungry. Scared. On The Move. And Freezing.
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Kotal Khairkhana is one of two parks in Kabul where displaced people are living in the open or

under makeshift tents. While millions of Afghan displaced/IDPs already live under the protection

of UNHCR, recent events in Afghanistan have sent countless more fleeing their home.
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Most of us have probably watched clips of the mad scenes at the Kabul airport, as thousands of Afghans

made their last ditch attempt to flee the country after the Taliban takeover. The latest wave of brutality
culminating to this event — the latest in 40 years of conflict — has forced more than half a million Afghans

from their homes so far this year.
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Of the 665,000 Afghans newly displaced inside the country in 2021,
80% of whom are women and children.

Many have come to the capital Kabul in search of food, jobs and aid,
where families speak of having had to flee at a moment’s notice, even
when faced with the risk of improvised explosive devices and attacks
by armed groups as they fled.

“Rockets kept falling near our homes. We were forced to move to Kabul
with only the clothes on our backs when our house caught fire after being
hit, ” said Safi Ullah, 25, who fled from Nangarhar Province in July. This year
has seen the highest number of conflict-related casualties on record.
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Key dlsplacement figures before and after the collapse of the Afghan government
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Afghanistan due to conflict
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Afghan Refugees and asylum-seekers
in neighbouring countries
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Additional Afghans reported in need of
protection in neighbouring countries.
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Insecurity is not the only factor forcing people to abandon their
homes. COVID-19 remains a threat as only about 4% of the population
is vaccinated. Worse, the country is experiencing its second severe
drought in four years. Food production has been hit hard.

“In our province, our farms did not make enough harvest and we
did not have any other income,” says Ullah. According to the World
Food Programme, only 5 % of Afghans had enough to eat as of
mid-September. Hunger was widespread even before the Taliban
took control of the government in August. Unless help arrives soon,
many won’t make it through the winter.

65-year-old grandfather, Zerwali, who heads a 26-member family,
also talked of how his clan has been going on for days without
food ever since leaving Pakistan to return to Afghanistan, where
they discovered that their home had vanished. The family has been
living in the open in Kabul since August.

The Afghan winter is savage. Not only can temperatures fall below
—25°C; some regions are buried under more than a metre of
snow. Thousands of vulnerable families will need shelter kits, cash
assistance, thermal blankets, warm clothing and heaters before
conditions turn deadly and roads impassable.
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We go for days without food. But right

now, anything is something.
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Says Zerwali.
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Afghanistan Crisis: Highest Emergency Level in Place
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Operational in nearly two thirds of the country’s districts in Afghanistan and with access to all 34 provinces,
UNHCR has raised its internal emergency declaration for Afghanistan to Level 3 — our highest level,
signalling the need to urgently scale up our response.
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JFEHEFTTA® Shelter Kits {RIBEE Thermal blankets

HSUE Gas Cylinder ARTIEM Cooking Kit COVIDfEEA&E COVID packs

BESFEFIIAR - #RE—BEAAZTSNELFERS  Since the start of the year, UNHCR has been providing life-saving

BB N BRI AGEEER) - £ 0 BRI T support to more than half a million of new IDPs across the country. From
—BEAETSNES - RGeS September onwards, we have been distributing more relief items and
SEET AR - BIFUEEA TYEHIESS - 1120 reaching more provinces ahead of the severe winter season. We have

o N s 1L also expanded on the material supply corridors, establishing a new
ROVSEATER AR I - B T —RTE B northern one via Termez, Uzbekistan, on top of the southern Parkistan

i - TSR ARE R - ARBET - route, to support displaced Afghans in Afghanistan, Iran and Central
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Young Fahim receives cash assistance from UNHCR for his displaced
\ family in Kabul in place of his sick mother. /
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Humanitarian needs are rising rapidly in Afghanistan ahead of winter,
when temperatures can dip to -25°C. In early November, the first two of
three UNHCR emergency airlifts landed in Kabul transporting 33 tons of
life-saving tent winterization kits as we were scaling our winter response.
o - Weighing 25kg, each kit contains flooring, partitions, and other items

A UNHCR airlft carrying 33 tons of humanitarian to @prove tent msulatlon against 'Fhe cold.. The kits also provide heat
assistance for displaced Afghans is unloaded in Kabul. resistant protection to enable the installation of a stove.
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GLOBAL SNAPSHOT

The Gateway to a Better Future

Thanks to Hong Kong donors who supported DAFI - UNHCR’s
Refugee Scholarship programme — a total of 24 refugees are
able to attend university and pursue their dreams!

Only two years old when her family fled their country to
settle in Zambia, Francesca was forced to give up school
after graduating from high school in 2008. Now working
for an AIDS programme supported by USAID after
entering university to study pharmacy in 2016, she credits
DAFI for having changed her life. “DAFI gave me the will
to keep going. It had to count for something” she says.

The largest and longest running higher education
refugee scholarship in the world, it has already helped
nearly 7,000 refugee scholars complete their education,
get jobs and transform the community they live in.
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RMEAZR RERREL D
A Bright Future for Refugee Children at Kellett
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Kellett School, The British International School in Hong Kong, recently launched
a new scholarship program for disadvantaged communities in Hong Kong,
under which two means tested bursaries will be offered to children each year,
with a focus on the asylum seeking and refugee communities.

Aiming to raise the profile of displacement issues within the school
community, Kellett invited UNHCR's Senior Protection Associate and
Officer-in-Charge Philip Thorpe to participate in Kellett's Elliott Lecture.

Senior Protection Associate and Officer-in-Charge Philip Thorpe /&

"When people are displaced, they lose control of many aspects of their lives. SRR E EE o

Many refugees just hope tha}t their children WI||. have fi better fu.tL.lre to look Senior Protection Associate and Officer-in-Charge Philip Thorpe
forward to. Access to education for refugee children is key to giving control attends the Elliott Lecture at Kellett School during the Kellett
back to families who have been displaced," said Philip during the discussion. Compassion Week.

BREOERNENETET
Caring Hong Kong Community Stands with Afghanistan
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West Island School, a member of the English Schools Foundation, held
an Emergency Fundraiser for Afghanistan in October. Using videos
and quizzes to educate fellow students while incorporating a lot of fun
elements into the event (including a dress casual day, bake sale and band
FERENBLEER) BT —ERE - / 1B performance), West Island School kids managed to raise over HK$30,000
HBRL - to support UNHCR’s work in helping forcibly displaced people.
West Island School kids built a tent to engage potential
donors atan emergency fundraiser for Aghanistan Meanwhile, the Church Of Christ In China Wanchai Church also mobilized

many of their churchgoers to offer generous donations to help families in
Afghanistan. A total of HK$57,200 was raised.
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