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Message from Representative

Acting Representative in China

UNHCR turned 70 on 14 December 2020.
Since our establishment, we have been
saving lives, defending rights and building
better futures for millions of people who have
been forced to flee their homes around the
world.

Today, we have more than 17,000 colleagues
working in 135 countries all over the globe.
This includes our team in Hong Kong, where
we opened an office in 1979. Together with
donors like you - who have shown a constant,
sincere desire to contribute in order to help
when it is most needed - we have made a
difference to many lives.

The year 2020 was an extraordinarily
challenging year as the number of forcibly
displaced people rose dramatically. As United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
Filippo Grandi remarked: “UNHCR at 70 is an
uncomfortable birthday that we are not in the
mood to celebrate.” For an organization that
should have ceased to exist after three years
of its founding, we now face a record-high
number of displaced people that has reached
1% of the world population. Marking our 70
years, more than anything, serves to remind
us that we have much more work to do.

In 2021, UNHCR faces new and more
complex situations. Our work is needed now,
more than ever.

* Surging numbers of forcibly displaced:
Seven decades since the formation of
UNHCR, the number of forcibly displaced
people has now surpassed 80 million.

* New displacements in multiple regions:
Violence in Syria, the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Mozambique, Somalia, and
Yemen drove new displacements in the first
half of 2020. Significant new displacements
were also registered across Africa’s Central
Sahel region.

» The prevailing COVID-19 pandemic:

As an emergency on top of an emergency
for those displaced, the pandemic’s impact
on refugees’ precarious existence - and
on their hosts - has been devastating.
The virus has disrupted every aspect of
human life and severely worsened existing
challenges for stateless and forcibly
displaced people. Many of them live in
poverty.

Despite all these challenges, we are constantly
inspired by how so many individuals showed
their kindness, compassion and solidarity. We
wish to thank our supporters for staying with
refugees during this most difficult year and
our colleagues and partners who, far from
their home and families, have been working
tirelessly to protect refugees. We also salute
the resilience of the refugees we serve all
over the world; they too contributed what
they could to fight the pandemic.

Times have changed, but our mission hasn’t.
Today, thanks to the generosity of people like
you, we remain more committed than ever to
helping refugees thrive, not just survive.

Vivian Tan
UNHCR Acting Representative in China
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Times Have Changed, Our Mission Hasn’t

BEREREBN 1950 F 12 B 14 ALY ' EEMNERN
EHBEE AU RABYENERERLETE - §EE

BRABNERSHRE 81 BMNITHESERK -

1979 F - HPESERINEER - HYEHFSREEN
HMEME o HF Farah Dang E2RMELEHNER

2= R UERRE L ENBRA

Farah ERBREET 10 F  HREEHLZEHRE -
MAFRREEE - YEBRABHHERNERIE -

KEFNRBOBRAS (L8) BRERLE

ET 6 F  TRREREAMNERBASH  [hsi -
[BREGTEMFE  BERM mMAEEIE

BIEXHR - | WREEMBZZTEENLE

BIXBRMMLE -

Farah & : [Ef—RBAEBHTERRHEFHEE

g ARBAEEBREE  2HMM RMOTEHEHE
BEFEE ! | Farah BERBRE ) - tiDAOFERE o

HERBERENE R
HRABERY - BE
—REHEEREIE
KRB BMNEER

UNHCR is founded
in the aftermath

of WWII to

help millions of
Europeans who had
fled or lost their
homes.
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The 1951 Refugee
Convention is
adopted. Together
with the 1967
Protocoal, it forms
the basis of our
work, defines

the term ‘refugee’
and outlines their
rights and the
legal obligations
of states to protect
them.
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UNHCR is
awarded the
Nobel Peace Prize
for the first time.
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Decolonization in
Africa, and upheaval
in Latin America
make it clear that
the term ‘refugee’
could no longer be
confined to those
who had fled war in
Europe before 1951.
The Protocol to the
1951 Convention
comes into force,
expanding the
definition of refugee.
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UNHCR office in
Hong Kong opens to
cope with the influx
of Viethamese boat
people. Today, the
office promotes the
cause of persons of
concern, provides
legal support and
physical protection
to asylum seekers
and finds durable
solutions for refugees
in Hong Kong.
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UNHCR was established on 14 December 1950 in
the backdrop of a shattered world that was starting
to rebuild after the Second World War. Tasked to find
homes for Europe’s refugees for our very first mission,
our work has continued to expand ever since.

In 1979, our Hong Kong office opened
to assist the Vietnamese boat
people seeking asylum. Farah
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at that time, and the opportunity to have a new
life!” says Farah, still feeling blessed whenever she
recalled her 10 years living in Hong Kong before
resettling to the United Kingdom. Farah returned to
Hong Kong a few years ago and has been actively
involved in refugee community work.

Laila (@ pseudonym), a refugee from East Africa who
also spent 6 years living in Hong Kong, concurs.

“UNHCR gave us hope, respect and supported me
in every aspect,” says Laila, who is now resettled in
the US with her two young children.

Dang, a Vietnamese born in
one of the camps here, was
one such refugee we helped.

Today, as we commemorate seven decades of
standing with refugees, we’ve reached a major
milestone. It couldn’t have happened without you.

“Our family is grateful for the
assistance from many charitable
TR NRE organizations and the UNHCR

A refugee from East Africa
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the Yugoslavian
breakup.
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Afghans returning
home from Iran,
Pakistan and the
Central Asian
republics.
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million refugees
to successfully
restart their lives.
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Syria: 10 Years in Crisis
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A Syrian refugee, Asua, from Homs, lives in northern Lebanon, a neighbourhood
mired in economic crisis that is now further exacerbated by COVID-19 lockdown.
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13.4 million people in need in Syria

2540608 zur

6.6 million refugees worldwide

800/ HREFERABEXR
O refugees live in

neighbouring countries
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refugees live in poverty
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A decade of crisis in Syria has left millions of people suffering. Since 2011, a staggering 6.6 millions
of Syrians — close to the whole Hong Kong population - have been forced to flee their homes.
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The lives of these displaced people have not gotten any easier
over the years, and 2021 could prove the most difficult year
yet. Poverty is rising, food insecurity is growing, and access to
education and healthcare is dwindling. Meanwhile, protection
risks are surging, and the COVID-19 pandemic is further
exacerbating these challenges.

“All together, this has led to a skyrocketing of extreme
poverty,” says Karolina Lindholm Billing, Deputy
Representative of the operation in Lebanon, which currently
hosts 1.5 million Syrian refugees. “Every year we do a
vulnerability assessment. Last year showed that 89% of the
Syrian refugees are now below the extreme poverty line.
There are so many people in such deep end.”

The Syrian people are almost entirely dependent on assistance
to pay for their most basic needs. Thanks to your support,
UNHCR teams have been working on the ground in both Syria
and the neighbouring countries throughout the crisis.

In the next page, Karolina shares more about why she thinks
such help is vital.
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“A big warm thank you to donors. Their support not
only helps people live a decent and dignified life to
the extent possible, but it also tells them there are
others who care. And that means everything.”

- Karolina Lindholm Billing
HEBHEESREMEINK (RELE)

Deputy Representative (Protection), Lebanon Operation

BMEB®EEMNI®H How UNHCR is Helping
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In 2020, nearly 800,000 more
Syrian refugees benefitted from
emergency cash assistance, while
another 2 million refugees received
cash assistance across the region.
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Q: Why is cash assistance so important?
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. A lt's to let refugees pay the rent to the landlord, pay the electricity bills and buy
- food for themselves and their families. Very few refugees are able to make enough
. money to cover their basic needs. And that's where this cash assistance is really
. alifeline.

& FRBRFESELHERE In COVID-19 Response
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MERBRESEEDL c B85 1 84 ©5BE © Q: How is UNHCR responding to COVID-19?
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UNHCR and partners opened the world’s first DB eI TN EE

CovID-19 vaccinat.ion centreina refugge camp in A: During COVID-19, UNHCR has been covering the costs
February. We provided health care services toover - ¢ pCR testing for refugees and those who require hospital

25,000 people in January alone, and distributed © treatment and care. We also cover the bills for the hospitals so
COVID-13 information to over 120,000 individuals - that they get reimbursed and the refugee family gets the care
via WhatsApp. : that they need.

#E In Education
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UNHCR and partners are supporting :
distant learning via homework
support groups, training teachers
on online learning and hosting
digital connected learning hubs.
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C B AHEREXEREER?
: Q: Why is education a priority?
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- A:For many refugee children, it's been very difficult to follow school online
. because either it's not provided or they don't have the devices. 54% of
- Syrian refugees are below 18 and these are kids who should be learning
: and developing their knowledge and skills for the future.

Syrian refugees need your help more than

refugees, take a look at this video:
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14th Charity Refugee Film Festival

Ala6 A0 BtERERE S 4 EERZHRETH
BN ANE 81T GRELTLRP et
R —REBHARSRED (L5 WE&E-

ABEYHERNPRREY : (The Cave) HILEE
AT EEIETE) © (We are not Princesses)

BT T BB 2 B R M - (UNSETTLED:
Seeking Refuge in America) BTt % TH#REMEE

M (Beyond the Raging Sea) Allz&xt AXI#E =5 3,000
RERBXHRRNESEME -

MBESEXHNRINEE - BRREA TR Z#5E
T8 IE\RERER!

WE
ARE

NOT
PRINCESSES %\
O pral L

14 BREHREFH

\t_ m

CAVE

The 14th Charity Refugee Film Festival is coming back
online to your home this June as we commemorate the
power of inclusion for World Refugee Day on 20 June.

Four refugee movies will be featured this year: “The Cave”
about a hidden medical rescue operation in Syria, “We are
not Princesses” that showcases the redemptive power of
drama for Syrian female refugees, “UNSETTLED: Seeking
Refuge in America” that focuses on LGBTI refugees, and
“Beyond the Raging Sea” that follows two rowers on their
3,000 miles journey in support of refugees.

To stay tuned to the festival, scan the QR code below,
where you can register, get the latest news and a 20%
early bird discount!
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Let Her Shine — Empowering Refugee Girls’ Education
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() RO REHE -
Mrs. Cecilia Shih (left), Ms. Janet Shih (right) supporting
education for girls.
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We wish to thank Ms. Janet Shih and Mrs. Cecilia Shih for
supporting UNHCR in empowering refugee girls’ education via
the Shih Wing Ching Foundation. “Providing girls and young
women with equal educational opportunities create a fairer,

more sustainable society” says Janet as Cecilia notes how
“sport allows girls to believe in their own unlimited potential”.
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Read more about this
mother-daughter duo:
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* Any changes in the programme will not be further notified.



