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Protecting People Forced To Flee Their Homes
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Ipteehal, 9, plays kitchen with her younger sister Radia, 3, outside an unfinished building'inAl Mukalla, Hadramaut, Yemen: __I-\ | 9
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The Impact of 5 Years of War

World’s largest humanitarian crisis
80% ( Over 24 million) in need of aid
over 4 million internally displaced since 2015
F 50% Economy contracted almost 50%

Over 80% live below the poverty line

1/4 suffers moderate or severe malnutrition

UNHCR programme in Yemen less than 30% funded

Despite desperate appeals for a ceasefire by the UN, the war in
Yemen is intensifying. Civilian casualties have risen every month
with more than 500 people killed or injured since January — a
third are children and many as the result of devastating airstrikes.

In the first half of 2020, once-in-a-generation flooding devastated
southern communities and fuelled the spread of killer diseases,
including cholera, dengue fever, malaria and diphtheria.
Meanwhile, COVID-19 is wreaking further havoc in this ravaged
country where nearly 50% of health facilities have been wiped out
by war.

Yemen is on the brink. 80% of the population need some form
of aid. Yet the country’s suffering has gone mostly unnoticed by
the media.

With continuing violence, the looming COVID-19 threat and UNHCR’s
aid efforts remaining 70% underfunded, time is running out for
millions of vulnerable Yemenis.
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Charred, Maimed, but Still Thankful to God
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“Look at my condition now. The hospital said |
need at least three operations, but | must pay
first, and | don’t have any money.”

Fatima, internally displaced Yemeni mother
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Fatima and her children inside a temporary shelter.

Fatima was cooking for her children when her home in Al Rabasan
was hit by an airstrike and a gas cylinder exploded. Her home was
destroyed, her skin charred and her body maimed.

Like millions of her fellow compatriots, Fatima was left in desperate
conditions. Forced to run for their lives, her family became some
of the 3.6 million people displaced by the war. To this day, her life
remains in limbo. "We have nothing. No place to even rest after we
fast," she says during Ramadan.

The surging pandemic adds yet another layer of misery to Fatima’s
life. COVID-19 is spreading rapidly across Yemen, killing 25%
of Yemenis confirmed to have the disease. That’s five times the
global average. With an economy in shatters and very little job
opportunities around, 90% of the population can’t afford medical
treatment and many are surviving on just one meal a day. Should
Fatima get infected by COVID-19, she may well lose her life.

Despite such a grim outlook, her spirit remains strong and she
doesn’t want to ask anyone for help. “We’re not beggars. Even if all
we have is bread and tea, we’re thankful to God.”
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UNHCR’s Response to Yemen'’s Health Crisis
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Yemen’s health system is undergoing a meltdown. Already
overstretched due to severe outbreaks of cholera and
dengue fever, only 50% of health facilities are functioning.
The rapid spread of COVID-19 has created an unprecedented
health threat, with displaced people living in overcrowded
tents and sub-hygienic conditions, and social distancing and
regular hand washing almost impossible.

Besides, owing to a lack of facilities, hospitals have been
refusing access to suspected COVID-19 patients and there are
severe shortages of ventilators, oxygen and personal protective
equipment (PPE), making protection against COVID-19 extremely
difficult.

Still, we are not abandoning Yemen. In times of crisis, we
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stay and deliver.
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We support 5 fully operational clinics in Yemen, which
administered primary health care to 30,800 patients,
and referred another 1,670 people for rehabilitation,

physiotherapy, provision of prosthetic limbs and life-saving
surgeries in the first four months of 2020.

© UNHCR
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UNHCR and partners provide an anaesthetic machine

& ventilators to a hospital in Sana'a, Yemen. We ensure all our frontline partners are equipped with PPE
and hold extensive training ON COVID-19 preventative

measures.
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We operate a 24/7 information hotline, hold local
awareness campaigns on prevention and distribute
communication materials to raise awareness about
how to fight the COVID-19 pandemic.
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We are assessing families, including female-headed
households, the elderly with no other means of support,

SEMMBESNTEAR  CHARLREESENNLRT persons with disabilities, survivors of gender-based
Eooamm, violence, and children at risk of violence, to identify
8-year-old Ali receiving urgent medical interventions to treat injuries those that need urgent medical interventions, legal
from an accident, supported by UNHCR’s emergency cash assistance. assistance, psychosocial support and referrals.
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Emergency Distribution Cash Assistance Ww”
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Given security concerns that prevented UNHCR
staff from accessing people in some of the
dangerous areas, causing disrupted distribution of
vital aid, cash assistance can help families protect
themselves during this difficult situation.
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UNHCR is the leading provider of shelters in
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internally displaced hosting sites in Yemen. Our Last year in Yemen, more than 167,800 families
distribution of core relief items and shelter kits received cash assistance to buy masks, hand
have so far reached more than 7,000 displaced sanitizer, medicine, food, or clothes according to
families, and will reach a further 6,500 families in their priorities.
Hudaydah. Since 2020, UNHCR’s
Last year, more than 86,000 families received cash assistance
core relief items such as bedding materials, programme has reached
kitchen sets and solar lamps, while more than close to 56,000 families
17,000 families received shelter Kits. (349,000 people) in
Yemen.
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Your SUppOI‘t is Vitalin keeping UNHCR’s lifesaving aid programme running!

Please donate with the enclosed donation form and help us cover the 70% funding gap in Yemen,
so that vulnerable and innocent families like Fatima’s will have a chance to survive.
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Our Emergency Response to COVID-19
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UNHCR has been responding
intensely to COVID-19 over the last
few months, and your support
has enabled us to stay and
deliver. Here is a short report on
what we have achieved so far
with your support.
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Water, Sanitation and 3:
Hygiene (WASH)
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We've increased the number of water points
and enhanced water quality, especially in
overcrowded shelters, health facilities, transit
and reception centres. In Bangladesh, we
have installed 13,824 handwashing points and
distributed soap to over 120,000 households.

© UNHCR/Mohammad,Hawari
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UNHCR teams, in co-operation with UNICEF, sterilise shelters at
Azraq Camp, Jordan.
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UNHCR staff and a local task force assist in transferring Venezuelan refugees and migrants
suspected or confirmed to have COVID-19 to a temporary treatment centre.
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We've trained and equipped healthcare workers in refugee sites
on surveillance for COVID-19, case management and infection
control and prevention. In Syria, our risk communication activities
have reached more than 614,000 individuals.
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We’'ve set up isolation and quarantine facilities in selected
camps and settlements to separate suspected and high-risk
cases. In Chad, UNHCR built a quarantine centre in Kariari and
a healthcare centre in the Eastern region.
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We expanded the cash assistance programme to mitigate
the impacts of potential economic downturn. The programme
in Pakistan, for instance, is targeting 70,000 vulnerable
households.
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Together we can overcome the COVID-19 pandemic. Please help us protect
the world's most vulnerable people!
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UNHCR 2019 Financial Report at a Glance
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Beirut Explosions: Dlsplaced Famllles Need Your Urgent Help!

Two massive explosions tore through Beirut,
Lebanon on 4 August 2020, killing more
than 170 people and injuring over 5,000 at
the time of writing. Decimating thousands
of buildings, the deadly blasts have brought
the entire city to its knees. Dozens remain
missing and an estimated 300,000 people
have lost their homes.

In response to the devastating situation, UNHCR
has rushed to release core relief items to help
those need immediate assistance. Having just
expanded hospital bed and ICU capacity as
: . = part of our COVID-19 response, we are now
=l a#ﬁ(kgﬁ’ﬁfé MFN%%U&MI&%E’ME devoting extra resources to support overwhelmed
People flee to safety as massive explosions shake Beirut. hospitals and ramping up protection interventions,
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The 13th Refugee Film Festival Went “Virtual” for the First Time!
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The 13th Charity Refugee Film Festival was moved online this
year so supporters can enjoy the films from the comfort of home
during the pandemic.

Three refugee documentaries were featured this year: “Midnight
Traveler” documents an Afghan refugee’s three-year journey
to safety; “Day One” follows a group of teenage refugees from
war-torn countries; and “69 Minutes of 86 Days” captures a
three-year-old girl’s life on a path littered with lifejackets but also
filled with hope.

Aiming to raise HK$300,000 to build 300 wells to provide clean
water for refugees impacted by COVID-19, we were thrilled to
have received a whopping HK$600,000 of donations since

The 13th Charitéﬂefu ee Film Festival [JToNE
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Selected supporters' comments from Facebook
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(68 Minutes of 86 Days) is the best movie.... Despite
moments of suspense and all the hardships the family
faces in the film's 70-minute running time, there is a
rainbow waiting for them in the emotional finale.
Unusual for the genre, it offers hope for a brighter
future as Lean grows up, ending the story on a
welcome upbeat note.
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January. So thanks again for your generous support. ¥ ERERLR -
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With the Hong Kong Book Fair postponed, the
children's picture book “NADIMA” published by UNHCR
was launched online instead. Featuring the displaced
life of South Sudanese refugee child Nadima, the book
showcases colourful illustrations in which Nadima’s
adventures come to life. Perfect for junior primary kids
or younger readers guided by parents, the book helps
children cultivate awareness about the plight of the
world’s most vulnerable people. As per the message of
this year’s World Refugee Day, "Everyone Can Make a
Difference, Every Action Counts."
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BEE /3% Where to geta copy?
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HK$ 62 (from all major bookstores)

Get a free copy from unhcr.org/hk/nadima
with an $80 - or more - donation
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