
 

KEY POINTS 

The  NFI Bi-Monthly is a publication of the NFI Sector of Syria Hub  which is led by the United Nations High Commissioner for  Refugees. This publication aims to provide an overview of 

humanitarian response of the sector  inside Syria for two month.  All information presented in this publication are from all NFI sector members with operational presence inside Syria.  For 

more information, please contact the sector. 

Aleppo: Non-Food items distribution for the returnee families in 

Sarj Aarea village, South East Aleppo.  

UNHCR support the returnee families with core and supplementary NFI 

distribution. 
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 Winterization plan 2018-2019: Four NFI sector partners               
participated in the plan (UNHCR, UNICEF, ACF and RSRP), 
with a total sector target of 1.15 M individuals across Syria.  
A total of 650,000 individuals can be reached with the               
available stocks/funds and the total funding Gap is $22.8 M. 

 

 Northwest Readiness Plan: The NFI sector contributed to the 
formulation of North-West Syria Readiness Plan. The sector 
plans to target 200,000 Individuals through the distribution of 
different non-food items. The available NFIs can cover the 
NFI needs of 155,000 individuals. 

 

 South-West response : The NFI sector partners responded to 
the displacements in the South-West Syria. The sector             
partners distributed NFIs including: blankets, mattresses, 
kitchen sets, plastic sheets, jerry cans, sleeping mats,            
hygiene kits, solar lamps, rechargeable fans to 3,500 house-
holds, in addition to 2,605 children’s summer clothing kits, 
and 200 newborn kits. 

 

 Gender and age marker orientation session: The sector plans 
to organize an orientation session for the shelter sector part-
ners on the 12th of September. GAM is a new tool that             
replaces the gender marker that has been used until last 
year. The new tool will allow sector partners to conduct               
self-evaluation of their project and to measure how much it 
accounts for gender and age aspects.  

 

 IAC plan: During August the NFI Sector in coordination with 
its partners contributed to the preparation of IAC plan                 
targeting over 987,000 people in need of humanitarian               
assistance including winter items in 23 different locations for 
the upcoming two months September and October. 

 

 Sector Coordination Performance Monitoring: A brief survey 
in English and Arabic has been designed to enable sector 
coordinators and partners to assess the degree to which the 
sector has achieved its core functions, where it focuses on 
sector’s accountability to affected populations. And the              
findings will be discussed with sector partners in a meeting, 
where actions to improve performance will be planned. 
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CRISIS BACKGROUND: The crisis in Syrian Arab Republic that 

started in March 2011 has transformed into a complex emergency that 

has displaced around 6.4 million people in various parts of the country. 

As per the 2018 Humanitarian Needs Overview, around 13.1 million 

people are in need of humanitarian assistance of which around 5.4 

million people are in need of NFI support and other multi-sectorial 

assistance as they continue to struggle in an unsafe and uncertain 

environment. The degree of resilience and positive coping mechanism 

of the affected population have gradually reduced due to the protract-

ed nature of the hostilities. Purchasing power and the ability to provide 

for their basic household needs have decreased due to economic 

recession that left many people unemployed and the prospect of ac-

cessing essential household items has also declined due to closure of 

essential service providers.  

Non-Food Items Sector                   I                 Syria Hub                  I                 syrdanfi@unhcr.org                   I                 http://sheltercluster.org/response/syria-hub 
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HUMANITARIAN STORY 

Abu Yasser, a 72 year old farmer from Aleppo,  went 
through multiple displacement in Syria. He returned with 
his family of four last year, but most of the belongings 
were lost along the way.  

“Multiple displacements drained our savings and                   
exhausted us financially. And, when we finally returned 
back home, we found it completely empty,” said Abu 
Yasser. 

In his village, Rasm Harmel Al Imam, about 45 km east of 
Aleppo city, Abu Yasser owned a small farm, but the      
earnings from the farm barely covered their basic needs. 
The village lacks basic services including electricity and 
water system. The only source of water they have is well 
whose quality is not good. It is all adding up to the cost of 
living imposing more challenges. 

UNHCR is reaching thousands of people who chose to 
return to their area of origin with Non-Food Items               
assistance that is providing essential household items. 
The NFI kit includes mattresses, blankets, kitchen sets, 
mats, jerry cans, and solar lights. 

Abu Mouhamad, Abu Yasser’s neighbor who also returned 
to his house and has also received NFIs is happy with   
solar lights as his children are going to school and the  
solar lamps can make it easier for them now to study even 
at night. 

 Based on last year NFI Post Distribution                 

Monitoring, a limited number of NFIs, poor NFI 

quality including distribution of damaged items (i.e. 

broken solar lamps, or wet mattresses), and              

unorganized distribution are the top distribution   

issues that beneficiaries confronted with. Other  

reported distribution challenges include unequal 

distribution, delayed distribution of seasonal items, 

far distribution point, and non-adherence to               

minimum standards of distribution point. 

 Access and safety are the key challenges in some 

parts of the country as well as partner capacity and 

heavy processes along with funding constraints; 

 Lack of actual data on distribution recipients                

prevents the sector to better measure the actual 

reached and served beneficiaries; 

 Lack of income-generating activities to provide the 

necessary financial means continues to hamper 

access to basic household items among the most 

vulnerable population in need; 

 Limited participation of sector members affects           

coordination and the overall sectorial reach; 

 Lack of reliable consolidated information for               

interagency convoy reach affects the sector’s ability 

to determine the extent and impact of its convoy 

contribution; 

 Opportunities for systematic field-based data              

collection remain very limited due to access or           

authorization restrictions, resulting in incomplete 

needs analysis in some areas. 

NFI Sector Coordination Team  

Pankaj Kumar Singh, Senior NFI Sector Coordinator (singhpa@unhcr.org) 

Zina Alkhiami, NFI Sector Field Associate (alkhiami@unhcr.org) 

Muhammad Shahzad, IM Officer (shahzadm@unhcr.org)  

Maha Shaban, IM Associate (shabanm@unhcr.org) 

Ashraf Zedane, IM Associate - Aleppo (zedane@unhcr.org) 

  
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FOOTNOTE/S:
A. The beneficiaries of convoy were calculated based on status of 
communities as per OCHA’s list HTR and besieged communities since 
Feb 2018.
B. The information presented here only shows EPDC, GOPA, ICMC, OCHA, 
UNHCR, UNICEF and UNRWA reports.
C. One convoy is counted as one completed trip in each day. 
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Blankets 53,618     
Mattresses 22,720     
Jerry Cans 19,230     
Plastic Sheet 13,732     
Solar Lamps 10,810     
Kitchen Sets 9,610       
Hygiene Kits 0         

Blankets 15,000    
Mattresses 8,997      
Jerry Cans 6,000      
Plastic Sheet 6,000      
Solar Lamps 3,000      
Kitchen Sets 3,000      
Hygiene Kits 0         

Blankets 347,885    
Jerry Cans 228,611    
Plastic Sheet 222,040    
Mattresses 149,255    
Kitchen Sets 95,895      
Solar Lamps 90,246      
Hygiene Kits 7,772        

Jerry Cans 37,851   
Blankets 33,512   
Plastic Sheet 22,313   
Mattresses 19,492   
Kitchen Sets 18,007   
Solar Lamps 9,262     
Hygiene Kits 0       

Blankets 25,000     
Mattresses 18,954     
Jerry Cans 5,000       
Plastic Sheet 5,000       
Solar Lamps 5,000       
Kitchen Sets 5,000       
Hygiene Kits 401          
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TARGET NUMBER OF BENEFICIARIES (PERSONS) FOR IN-KIND DISTRIBUTION FOR
SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER 2018 BY NFI SECTOR SYRIA HUB 

Ongoing Planned

BREAKDOWN OF BENEFICIARIES OF 2-MONTH PLAN DISTRIBUTION PER STATUS 

348,250348,2502,5002,500

UNHCR

BREAKDOWN OF BENEFICIARIES OF 2-MONTH PLAN DISTRIBUTION PER AGENCY

350,750350,750

NOTE: This two month distribution plan is only tentative as factors such
as access and security have impact in the actual plan implementation.
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