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1. The Committee considered the initial report of Cuba (CRC/ C/ 8/ Add. 30) at
its 374th to 376th neetings (CRC/ C/ SR 374-376), held on 21 and 22 May 1997 and
adopted* the follow ng concludi ng observati ons:

A. | nt r oduction

2. The Committee wel conmes the submi ssion of the State party’s initial
report and the witten replies to the Conmittee s |ist of questions
(CRCOCQ@CUB.1). The Comrittee expresses its appreciation to the State party
for engaging in an open dial ogue and for acknow edgi ng the problens,
difficulties and chall enges facing the country in inplenenting the Convention

B. Positive aspects

3. The Committee notes the historic progress the State party has nade in
providing services for and advancing the well-being of children, especially in
the fields of health and education, which are reflected in the country’s

soci o-econom ¢ indicators such as its infant nortality rate and teacher- pupi
ratio.

* At the 398th neeting, held on 6 June 1997.
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4. The Conmittee notes with satisfaction that a Plan of Action to attain
the goals of the World Sunmit for Children has been fornul ated and is being
i npl enented at both the national and municipal |evels.

5. Note is taken of the Government’s recent initiatives to inplenment
sex education progranmes in cooperation with the United Nations Popul ation
Fund ( UNFPA) .

6. The Committee takes note of the inportance the State party attaches to
the provision of care for the disabled and the priority nmeasures introduced in
this area.

7. The Committee al so takes note of the willingness of the State party to
provi de international assistance to victins of enmergencies, particularly in
the case of 14,000 persons affected by the Chernobyl environnental disaster
who received treatnment offered by Cuba.

C. Factors and difficulties inpeding the
i npl enentati on of the Convention

8. The Committee takes note of the difficulties for the State party inits
i mpl enentati on of the Convention as a result of the dissolution of its
traditional econonmic ties and the intensification of the trade enbargo.

D. Principal subjects of concern

9. It is the view of the Conmittee that insufficient steps have been taken
to study and review the conpatibility of national legislation with the
princi pl es and provisions of the Convention, so as to ensure fulfilnment of al
the rights provided for in the Convention

10. The Committee is concerned that insufficient steps have been taken to
adequately reflect, in the State report, all the rights provided for in the
Conventi on.

11. The Committee is concerned about the sectoral approach adopted by
exi sting nechani snms nonitoring the inplenentation of the Convention and
their ineffectiveness in reflecting the holistic approach essential to a
conprehensive inpl ementati on of the Convention

12. The Conmittee is further concerned about the |ack of an independent
mechani sm such as an Onbudsperson, accessible to children to deal with
conplaints of the violation of their rights and to provide renedies for such
vi ol ati ons.

13. The Committee draws the attention of the State party to certain | acunae
in the statistical and other information collected by the State party,
including with respect to the choice and devel opment of indicators to nonitor
the inmpl ementation of the principles and provisions of the Convention. From
informati on provided in the State party’s report, the Commttee notes that in
certain instances statistics on the situation of children are being collected
only for children up to the age of 15.
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14. The Committee is concerned about the inadequacy of neasures taken to

i ncorporate education about the principles and provisions of the Convention
fully into the training given to professionals working with and for children,

i ncludi ng judges, |awers, |aw enforcenent personnel, teachers, social welfare
of ficers, doctors and other health professionals, as well as personnel working
in child-care institutions for children and officials of the central and |oca
adm ni strations.

15. The Committee is concerned about the failure to provide for a m ni mum
age for sexual consent and the absence of harnonization between the age for
the conpl eti on of conpul sory schooling and the m ni nrum age for enpl oyment.

16. The Conmittee is of the view that insufficient measures have been taken
to ensure the inplenentation of the general principles of the Convention in
policy, practice and procedures, especially with regard to article 3 (the best
interests of the child) and article 12 (respect for the views of the child).
The Committee is of the view that the nmeasures taken to ensure respect for the
views of the child, in the famly and social life, as well as in the context
of adm nistrative, social welfare and other procedures affecting and applying
to them are insufficient.

17. The Conmittee regrets the insufficiency of information provided on the
i mpl enmentation of the civil rights and freedons of children

18. It is the view of the Commttee that the apparent absence of independent
mechani sns for nonitoring the situation of children in institutions is a
matter of concern

19. VWhile the Conmittee takes note of the State party’'s efforts to deal with
the issue of child abuse, including through the establishment of an early
war ni ng system for violence against children, it is of the viewthat these
measures are insufficient to fully protect children from such viol ati ons.
Furthernore, serious concern remains in relation to a child s opportunity to
report abuse and other violations of his/her rights in the famly, schools or
other institutions and to have a conplaint taken seriously and responded to
effectively.

20. The Conmittee is al so concerned about issues relating to children who
exhi bit anti-social behaviour, nanely an increase in the nunber of children
wi t h behavi oural problens and the adequacy of existing mechanisms to address
their problens effectively.

21. The Committee notes with concern that obstacles remain to the effective
i npl enmentation of the famly planning and education programes in the country,
particularly in view of the lack of quality materials and services avail able

i n Cuba.

22. The Conmittee has noted that, while there is an absence of statistics
relating to the incidence of school drop-out, available statistics reveal a
decline in the nunber of children enrolled in secondary education and a
reduction in the availability of scholarships for children to continue their
education.
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23. Wth regard to the issues of drug abuse and trafficking, child |abour
child prostitution and suicide, the Conmttee takes note of the information
provi ded by the State party that cases involving children are few and

i sol ated. Nonetheless, it wishes to express its concern that, in light of the
consi derabl e social and economi ¢ problens facing the country, insufficient
efforts are being taken by the State party to devise preventive strategies to
ensure that such problens do not beconme nore preval ent, thereby endangering
future generations of children.

24. It is also a matter of concern to the Comrittee that some issues
relating to the systemof juvenile justice were not fully addressed, including
on the conpatibility of the juvenile justice systemw th the principles and
provi sions of the Convention, especially in relation to the protection
afforded to children aged 16 to 18 years of age and the detention of children
with adults.

E. Suggestions and recommendations

25. In the spirit of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action of 1993
and in light of the discussion in the Cormittee, the Comrmittee reconmmends t hat
the State party consider the possibility of reviewing the Declaration it made
to the Convention with a viewto its w thdrawal.

26. The Committee encourages the State party to undertake a review of its
national legislation in order to ensure its full conpatibility with the
principles and provisions of the Convention and that the whol e range of rights
provi ded for in the Convention find expression in donestic |egislation, policy
and acti ons.

27. The Committee encourages the State party in its efforts to consider
becoming a party to related human rights instrunents, including the Hague
Convention on Protection of Children and Cooperation in respect of
Intercountry Adoption of 1993 and the Convention relating to the Status of
Ref ugees of 1951

28. The State party is urged to take action to strengthen the capacity of
the country’s nonitoring and coordi nati ng mechani sms concerning the rights of
the child with the aimof ensuring a holistic approach to the inplenmentation
of the Convention and raising the political visibility of issues relating to
chi | dren.

29. In light of the Committee's view that further efforts are required to
ensure that the Convention is used as a political tool and a framework for
action on behalf of children, the Conmttee recommends that future nationa
and | ocal programmes of action on children incorporate policies, progranmes,
ainms and goals reflecting the principles and provisions of the Convention.

30. In accordance with the principles and provisions of the Convention, the
Committee suggests that the State party consider introducing systenms, within
the framework of international cooperation, which provide for the collection
conpil ation and anal ysis of data concerning children up to the age of 18,

i ncluding information on the violations of the rights of the child,

di saggregated, inter alia, by gender and | ocation
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31. It is further recommended that education about the principles and
provi sions of the Convention be included in the training of professionals
working with and for children such as doctors, health and social welfare
personnel, judges, |aw enforcenent personnel, |awers, teachers, personne
working in child-care institutions and officials of the central and |oca
adm ni strations.

32. In accordance with the Convention, the Conmittee recommends the
har moni zati on of legislation, including with respect to the age of conpletion
of conpul sory schooling and the mini num age for enpl oyment.

33. The Conmittee recommends that further neasures be taken to ensure the
effective inplenmentation of the general principles of the Convention, notably
non-di scrim nation, best interests of the child and respect for the views of
the child. Thus, these principles should constitute the framework for the
design and inplenentation of policy in all actions concerning children whether
undertaken by social welfare institutions, adm nistrative authorities or

| egi sl ative bodies.

34. The Committee encourages the State party to pursue the efforts required
to ensure a holistic approach to the inplenmentation of the Convention, which
reaffirms that the rights of the child are indivisible, interdependent and
interrelated and that the rights of the child should be addressed in an
integrated manner. In this regard, the Conmmittee reconmends that specia
attention be accorded to the inplenentation of the civil rights and freedons
of children.

35. The Committee reconmends that further measures to protect children from
abuse and mal treatment be undertaken, in particular through the devel opment of
a wi despread public information canpaign for the prevention of corpora

puni shment and bul lying of children, whether by adults or by other children.

36. In relation to the State party's strategy for dealing with accidents
affecting children, the Conmmittee suggests that the State party consider
focusing even greater efforts on preventive nmeasures.

37. The Conmittee recommends that further resources and assistance be
devoted to activities in the area of famly planning and heal th education
programmes, with a view to addressing the problem of teenage or unwanted
pregnanci es and changi ng nal e sexual behaviour. |Issues relating to the

i nci dence and treatment of children infected with or affected by H V/ AIDS and
STDs and to reducing the apparent recourse to abortion as a nmethod of famly
pl anni ng shoul d al so be the focus of programmatic actions. It is also
recommended that nmejor efforts be undertaken to broaden the coverage of
reproductive health educational programres beyond narried coupl es.

38. The Comrittee is of the view that the State party should review, as a
matter of urgency, the mininmumlegal age of sexual consent with a viewto
raising it.

39. The Commrittee reconmends that further psycho-social nmeasures should be
taken to prevent and control the debilitating effects of behavioural problens
affecting children
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40. Wth respect to the inplenentation of articles 28 and 32 of the
Convention, the Committee recomends that further measures be taken to

i mpl enent the reconmmendations of the 1LO Committee of Experts on the
Application of Conventions and Reconmendations with respect to the obligations
arising from|LO Convention No. 79 which provides for a period of rest at

ni ght of at |east 12 consecutive hours, including the interval between 10 p.m
and 6 a.m, for young persons under the age of 18. The Committee al so
suggests that additional efforts be undertaken to nmonitor nore closely the

i mpl enentation of articles 28 and 32 of the Convention, including through the
devel opnent and use of selected indicators to track trends in such matters as
the drop-out rate fromschool and the entry of children into the inform

| abour market .

41. VWhile the Committee notes that begging, drug abuse and trafficking and
child prostitution are not major problens in the country at present, the
Conmittee recommends that the Governnent nonitor these issues closely with a
view to their early prevention

42. The Conmittee further recommends that the Crimnal Code provide for the
protection of children up to the age of 18 from sexual exploitation. The
Conmittee al so recommends that further nmeasures be undertaken in order to
address matters relating to the sexual exploitation of children, particularly
through tourism taking into account the reconmendati ons adopted at the

Worl d Congress agai nst the Conmercial Sexual Exploitation of Children held in
St ockhol m

43. In light of article 44, paragraph 6 of the Convention, the Conmittee
recomends that the initial report and the witten replies presented by the
State party be nade widely available to the public at |arge and that the
publication of the report be considered along with the relevant summary
records and the concl udi ng observati ons adopted thereon by the Conmmittee.
Such a docunent should be widely distributed in order to generate debate and
awar eness of the Convention, its inplenentation and nonitoring within the
CGovernnment, National Assenmbly and general public.

44, The Committee woul d appreciate receiving fromthe State party, in
writing, further information on the questions and issues raised during the

di scussi on which were not fully answered or clarified, including with respect
to matters relating to the right of the child to famly reunification



