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For the 2012 reporting period, no assessment has been 
made regarding the Falkland Islands’ efforts to advance the 
elimination of the worst forms of child labor because this 
2012 report is the first year suggested actions are included 
for the Falkland Islands. Although there is no evidence of a 
problem in the territory, the Government does not have a 
sufficient legal framework to protect all children from human 
trafficking for the purposes of labor exploitation. 

Prevalence and Sectoral Distribution of the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor
There is no evidence that children in the Falkland Islands are 
engaged in the worst forms of child labor.

Laws and Regulations on the Worst Forms 
of Child Labor
The Falkland Islands Employment of Children Ordinance pro-
hibits the employment of children younger than age 16. It also 
makes it illegal to employ children ages 16 to 18 during school 
hours; if the work may harm their health, safety, or morals; or 
if the work involves lifting, carrying, or moving items that may 
injure them.(1) The United Kingdom Employment of Women, 
Young Persons, and Children Act makes it illegal to employ 
children in work that exposes them to physical, psychological, 
or sexual abuse. It also protects children from work that is 
underground; underwater; at dangerous heights or in confined 
spaces; or that requires the use of dangerous machinery, equip-
ment, or tools without training and supervision.(1, 2) Children 
younger than age 18, including those who have completed 
compulsory schooling, may not work at night in any indus-
try. (2, 3) No information was found on whether the Govern-
ment has developed a more comprehensive list of hazardous 
occupations prohibited to children.  

The Falkland Islands Constitution Order 2008 prohibits 
slavery and forced labor.(4) The Sexual Offenses Act prohibits 
procuring a child under 18 for prostitution, or causing 
or inciting a child under 18 to engage in prostitution or 
pornography. The Act also makes it a crime to take, show, or 
possess indecent images of children.(5) The Child Abduction 
Act of 1984 makes it a crime to take or send a minor under 16 
out of the country without parental or guardian consent.(5, 6) 

The Sexual Offenses Act prohibits both internal and cross-
border trafficking of persons for the purposes of sexual 
exploitation. However, it is unclear whether the law similarly 
protects children, particularly those older than 16, from 
internal and cross-border trafficking for labor exploitation.(5) 

Defense in the Falkland Islands is the responsibility of the 
United Kingdom. There is no military conscription, and the 
minimum age for voluntary military recruitment is 16.(7, 8) 

The Education Amendment Ordinance of 2008 makes 
education free and compulsory to age 16.(1, 9)

Institutional Mechanisms for Coordination 
and Enforcement
Since there is no evidence of a problem, there appears to be no 
need for a coordinating mechanism to address the worst forms 
of child labor.

Government Policies on the Worst Forms of 
Child Labor
Since there is no evidence of a problem, there appears to be no 
need for policies to address the worst forms of child labor.

Social Programs to Eliminate or Prevent the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor
Since there is no evidence of a problem, there appears to be no 
need for programs to address the worst forms of child labor.

Based on the reporting above, the following actions would advance the prevention of the worst 
forms of child labor in the Falkland Islands:

Area Suggested Actions Year(s) Action 
Recommended

Laws and 
Regulations

Ensure that the list of hazardous activities prohibited to children is 
comprehensive. 2012

Ensure the law protects all children under 18 from trafficking for any 
purpose, including labor exploitation. 2012
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