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Ecuador. Young Venezuelans start new lives in exile *:F' ,\7 j:/ 3 \/

Refugee and migrant children from Venezuela and Colombia play feotball with Ecuadorians at the UNHCR-supported
Centro Deportive lfisquita in Quito.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: * ;E%,%g@:ﬁb%

Ecuador is now the third largest host country in South America, behind Colombia and Peru, for Venezuelans flesing the
socio-econamic situatian back home, Up ta 250,000 Venezuelans are estimated to be living in the country (around 20 per
cent of the number who have emered). The governmentis providing forms of legal stay and some 80,000 residence
permits have been issued {as of mid-October 2018) under Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) policy. It i also a
transit country, with around 80 per cent travelling onwards. Those who have serded are concentrated in urban areas
including Quite, Guayaquil, Manta, Cuenca and |barra. Ecuador has a long tradition of welcoming refugees, with many
Colombians having found shelter here, UNHCR has a lang-standing presence and has strengthened its capacity at two
narthern border points and the southern border point of Huaquillas, to provide shelter, food, warer, cash-based
assistance, protection monitoring and non-food items,
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