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I nfor mation provided by stakeholders

A.

1.

Background and framework

Scope of international obligations

1. JS1 noted that contrary to accepted recommendatBaudi Arabia (KSA) is yet to
ratify core international human rights instrumehttS1 called for the ratification of the
ICCPR, ICESCR, ICRMW, CPED, OP-CAT, and OP-CEDAWI. regretted that KSA has
not implemented any of the central recommendatiibnaccepted and called on the
government to ratify without reservations the ICC&RI ICESCR, to consider ratification
of the CPED, the ICRMW, and conventions relatedefogees and statelessness, and OP-
CAT.* JS2 recommended the ratification of all non-ratifhuman rights treatiédS2, IPA
and Alkarama also recommended the ratificatiorC@PF as soon as possible.

2. Al regretted that KSA rejected recommendatiangithdraw its two reservations to
the CEDAW and to review all reservations and detians in the CRC, CERD and
CEDAW, with a view to lifting them, especially thoshat are contrary to the objects and
purposes of the treati@sAl noted that reservations to international conigrg should be
observed concerning those terms that are contoaglit Islamic law?

Constitutional and legidative framework

3. Al noted that all powers of the state are cotre¢ed in the KSA monarch. The
Shura Council is an advisory body, its members mppd by the King, with no real
powers. Together with the Council of Ministers thieiiate legislation, but ultimately the
King ratifies new laws?

4, IPA and JS1 noted that KSA does not have a fowriien constitution but a Basic
Law, which fails to provide for explicit protectiarf basic rights and liberties, and contains
articles that are vaguely drafted. Existing legfisih does not clearly define crimes and
authoritiest* ECLJ stated that the legal system is based ongthernment's official
interpretation of Sharia la¥.

5. JS4 recommended local laws and policies be h@rmd with the commitments of
KSA to international and regional human rights aamtions® JS1 noted that no genuine
attempts were made towards aligning domestic lavith wmternational human rights
standards?

6. HRW and JS3 noted that the lack of a promulgetedinal (penal) code is a central
problem in KSA’'s justice system. JS3 was concertied this may lead to arbitrary
murder'® Alkarama and HRW noted that KSA has no Penal Cbdé clearly defines
punishable offenses and their corresponding puresitsnand that the definition of legal
infraction rests on the judge’s interpretation bif'a law. The determination and severity
of punishments can vary with a judge’s interpretat? Alkarama has not identified any
positive developments in reforming the legal andligial systems or codifying
discretionary sentences or amending its criminat@dural code since the 2009 UPR.

7. HRW noted KSA promulgated a Law of Criminal Rrdare in 2002 that does not
permit detainees to challenge the lawfulness af tihetention before a court and fails to
guarantee access to legal counsel in a timely nmattrgermits pre-trial detention for up to
six months without judicial review, and does notkmatatements obtained under duress
inadmissible in court. Judges also routinely ignprevisions of the Law of Criminal
Proceduré® JS3 and HRW recommended enacting urgently a peoadé that limits
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punishable offenses, and amending the Law of Camidrocedure to comply with
international human rights lat®.

8. Alkarama recommended integrating the definitmithe crime of torture into
domestic law?®

9. JS2 noted that there are no formal safeguardsagteeing freedom of speech and
the Basic Law does not protect freedom of the 383 and IPA noted that one of the
most serious restrictions on the freedom of expwasand opinion is the lack of a codified
law for determining the boundaries of these freesloinnoted that on 29 April, 2011, a
royal decree amended the Press and Publicationstbastiffen penalties and created a
special commission to judge violations. The amentdmeanned publishing anything
“contradicting Sharia; inciting disruption; servifigreign interests that contradict national
interests; and damaging the reputation of the Gidndti, members of the Council of
Senior Religious Scholars, or senior governmeritiafé”.?? IPA recommended amending
this Law and repealing the amendments made tolai#

10. GIECP and CRIN noted the UPR recommendationspded by KSA to prohibit
and eliminate capital and corporal punishment afspes under 18. However, capital
punishment, corporal punishment and life imprisonnare lawful sentences in KSA for
children. A review of legislation relating to chikh has been under way since 2006. The
main laws governing juvenile justice are based bari@ law and the minimum age for
criminal responsibility has reportedly been raifean 7 to 12 years. However, reports are
inconsistent and the change does not apply to girlén gisas cases. The Detention
Regulation and the Juvenile Homes’ Regulation @efijuvenile as being under the age of
18, but the law does not require all child offersdigr be tried in the juvenile justice system
or require judges to base their decisions on al'shidge at the time of the offent%eJS1
and GIECP recommended repealing all laws authayizorporal punishment and enacting
legislation to prohibit corporal punishment of chédn as a priority. JS1 noted current
discussions on amending the Criminal Procedures Goel extremely worrying.

11. ECLJ noted that freedom of religion is sevenastricted in practice and has no
legal recognition or protection under the law. BGkcommended providing freedom of
religion in national legislatioff.

12. RWB urged the authorities to eliminate from dawnd judicial practices all
references to the criminalization of blaspheihy.

Ingtitutional and human rightsinfrastructure and policy measures

13. Al noted that no human rights organizations taterated in KSA other than the

Saudi Human Rights Commission, a governmental baghg the National Society for

Human Rights, which, while having a less formakravas also formed by a governmental
decree. Local human rights NGOs attempting to tegishemselves have not been
permitted to do s&

14. JS1 noted that KSA approved a program for tesedhination of a culture of human
rights, but it was not incorporated into academicricula, and police personnel remain
ignorant of human rights culture and domestic antdrnational law$® JS3 recommended

expanding human rights education and disseminatisgconcepts of human rights and
dignity from early childhood®

15. JS3 recommended paying attention to the situaif prisons and training wardens
and prison guard.

16. Al noted that the national human rights framewie further threatened by a flawed
criminal justice system which falls far short ofémational standards governing procedures
for arrest, detention and trials, as well as prsenrights®



A/HRC/WG.6/17/SAU/3

B. Cooperation with human rights mechanisms

1. Cooperation with special procedures

17.  JS1 noted that several requests made by UN&bBapporteurs to visit the country
were repeatedly denied. Cases of government réprisgainst a number of HRDs for
cooperating with the UN special human rights meidras are on the risg.

2. Cooperation with the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights

18. Al welcomed the June 2012 memorandum of uraledstg between KSA and
OHCHR, but was concerned that authorities have alliwed any UN bodies or
international human rights organizations to visg8Ain the past four years including Al.

C. Implementation of international human rights obligations, taking into
account applicableinternational humanitarian law

1. Equality and non-discrimination

19. JS4 noted that although the Basic Law specédmsality between Saudi citizens,
equality between men and women is not respectqutdntice. Fatwa or religious edicts
impact government treatment of women in publicge$i. In the absence of codification of
regulatory laws and a written penal code, womerg®ess to resources and services are
subject to arbitrary religious opinions and outdatecial norms?

20. Al noted that women continue to face severeriignation in law and practice and
are inadequately protected against domestic anet gbnder-based violence. Women are
required by law to obtain the permission of a mglerdian before getting married,
travelling, undergoing certain surgical intervensgpand undertaking paid employment or
enrolling in higher education. Al regretted that A$%ad not implemented the 2008
recommendations of CEDAW AI, JS1, ECLJ and HRW noted that no effective |eayad
practical measures have been put in place to calim@n violence against woméhHRW
stated the government failed to enact the 2011 thafto combat violence against women
and children. The absence of codified legislatiegutating shelters for women creates
further risks for survivors of family violence ardifficulties in accessing adequate
protection or redress mechanisthidl called on KSA to establish equality before the

for all and provide equal citizenship rights betweeen and women; provide and protect
women'’s rights to freedom of movement, educatiompleyment, marriage, and redress for
family violence®

21. JS3 and HRW noted that KSA failed to demonstaaty progress on abolishing the
male guardianship system and recommended its atmim®® HRW urged KSA to
promulgate the dismantling of the legal guardigmstyistem for adult women and approve
legislation that provides clear protection and esdr mechanisms for women facing
domestic violencé'

22. JS2 noted that women HRDs also face sevengci#sts on freedom of movement
and on their ability to work and conduct businesiependently?

23. ECLJ and HRW noted foreign women in particutae harassed by tmeutawwain
for failure to observe dress cod®s.

24. JS4 and HRW noted that women lawyers cannolydop a license despite an
amendment allowing them to practice. They were tgchthe right to obtain a license but it
is unclear whether the decision has been implerdéfite
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Right tolife, liberty and security of the person

25. Al regretted that KSA rejected recommendatitingstablish a moratorium on the
death penalty or restrict its scope in line wittemational minimum standards; to abolish
corporal punishment and the application of tortanel other cruel, inhuman or degrading
treatment, such as flogging, amputations and eygigg in accordance with international
human rights treaties to which it is a party; aodenhd the practice of incarceration and
mistreatment?

26. HRW urged the ending of all forms of the depdimalty and judicially sanctioned
corporal punishmerif. Al reported that the average number of executioms increased
every year and rates are feared to be higher tbalard, as reports of secret executions
have recently emerged. The death penalty is isgha® a range of non-violent offences
such as drug smuggling, as well as “offences” sashapostasy. The death penalty is
disproportionately applied to foreigners and toefgners’ children for crimes committed
when less than 18.Al called on the government to declare a moratorion executions
and to review all cases of prisoners under deattesees with the aim of commuting their
sentences or offering them a new and fair triahwiitt resorting to the death pendfty.

27. CRIN and JS3 noted that persons convictedfehoés committed under the age of
18 may lawfully be sentenced to de&@hlRW noted that KSA is one of three countries in
the world continuing to use the juvenile death ftgrtd CRIN, HRW and Al recommended

abolishing the death penalty for anyone under the af 18 at the time of their alleged
offence>* CRIN and JS3 urged for the prohibition of deathtseces, corporal punishment
and life imprisonment, and raising the minimum afjeriminal responsibility?

28. JS1 noted that during demonstrations in theteBasProvince of KSA, security
forces used live ammunition against peaceful detnatass, reportedly killing at least 15
people on 23 November 20%31.

29. JS1 and Al noted that torture and ill-treatnming detention and interrogation are
also common? JS1 noted this particularly in the General Ingggton Directorate (GID)
offices®® JS2 urged the authorities to ensure that all repafrtorture in detention are fully
investigated by an independent cortiRW documented numerous examples of law
enforcement officials subjecting suspects to tertand ill-treatment, including prolonged
solitary confinement! JS3, Al and RWB called on the government to immaidy release

all prisoners of conscience who participated inceéd assemblies and associations and to
charge all other detainees with a recognizable inehoffence according to international
law or release therfi.

30. Al noted that corporal punishment is used esitey despite KSA being a state
party to CAT and called for its prohibitidp.

31. CRIN noted that corporal punishment (amputatowl flogging) is lawful as a
sentence and flogging is mandatory for a numbeffehces (hadd), and under the Juvenile
Justice Act 1975, young persons under 18 may beesesd to corporal punishméfit.
GIECP noted that corporal punishment of childretawsful at home, schools, alternative
care settings and the penal system, despite thedC8épting to prohibit it during the UPR.
It also noted that despite government circularseti® no explicit prohibition in legislation.
The Imprisonment and Detention Law 1978 provides ffogging as a punishment for
violations of internal regulatiorf$.

32. Al noted that security forces continue to practarbitrary and incommunicado
detention of Saudis and foreign nationals with impy many Saudis are detained solely
for peacefully exercising their rights to freedofmexpression, association and assembly,
including for criticizing government policiés.
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33. Alkarama and HRW noted thousands of caseshitfary detention in recent years,
including of individuals who peacefully criticisgmvernment policy?

34. JS4 recommended enacting a law and a natidrebgy on combating violence
against women to protect deter abusers and creatiegistry of case8.JS4 noted that no
effective mechanism to prevent domestic violenceldeen implemented and the Protection
from Harm Act has not been enacted. Violence agajins and women continues to rise
without effective strategies to combat it. Victimstcess to help can be limited by the
driving ban, inability to leave residence, unrespom social care workers or police
personnef?®

3. Administration of justice, including impunity, and therule of law

35. Al and Alkarama called on the government tolangent without delay the accepted
UPR recommendations concerning judicial ref6f361 noted that the King as the ultimate
arbiter of all branches of the State underminegijakdindependence. In January 2013, the
King issued a Royal Decree dismissing all judgethefSupreme Court and appointing new
judges, in addition to dissolving and reconstitgtihe Supreme Judicial Council. Moreover
JS1 noted that court verdicts are implemented selective basi¥’

36. JS1 and JS3 noted that Public ProsecutioneoBftecialized Criminal Court lacks
independence and is subordinate to the Ministéntefior; defendants are tried after years
of detention and in proceedings that violate thbtrto a fair triaf?

37. Alkarama noted that the legal system placesu@indhportance on confessions
extracted under torture as sole evidence in présecudespite numerous reported cases of
torture, and recommended effective implementatiballoprovisions of the CAT without
exceptions? JS3 noted that Shari’a, as interpreted in the eguptohibits judges from
accepting confessions obtained under duress. Howeweel, inhuman, and degrading
punishments such as flogging are mandatory for saffeases?

38. JS1 noted that basic rights continue to bersgve&ndermined in practice and in
judges’ rulings, as judges’ opinions often do netagnize basic human rights such as
freedom of opinion and expression and the righpeaceful assembly. Judges graduate
from the College of Islamic Law and the High Judidinstitute; at neither place do they
receive proper introduction to universal humantsgr basic civil and political rights.

39. HRW noted that detainees routinely faced syatienviolations of due process and
fair trial rights’> JS1 noted that non-implementation of the Code afidal Procedure
results in defendants being denied attorneys duuggtioning or trial. In practice, there is
no entity to consider appeals or complaints abbatlégality of detentio” HRW made
similar observations and noted that the authoribiésn do not inform individuals of the
crime of which they are accused or the evidenceatiing the accusation. They are often
unable to examine witnesses or evidence and pradegal defensg.

40. JS2 urged the authorities to ensure that paketetention is only used exceptionally,
in accordance with international human rights staidg, and time limits as prescribed by
domestic legislation are strictly adhered%o.

41. Al stated that the authorities generally faiabide by international standards for fair
trial and safeguards for defendants in capital ca$doreign nationals with no knowledge
of Arabic, and are often denied adequate interpoetdacilities. Court hearings are often
held behind closed doof5.

42.  HRW urged the Bureau of Investigation and RubBliosecutions to investigate all
abuses committed by security forces, includinggalons of torture and ill-treatment and
allegations of excessive use of force against dstmators’’
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43. JS1 noted that investigations related to the & conducted by police officers in
violation of the law which stipulates that the Rali®rosecution is the investigating body.
Prisons run by the GID are not subject to judiceérsight and inspection. Although the
Code of Criminal Procedure and the Public Prosenuiw give the prosecution authority
of prisons in general, in practice the Public Pcosien has yet to exercise its authority,
under the pretext that it does not have the peedametessary to perform the task. JSlalso
noted that many complaints submitted to the Pubtmsecution from prison inmates, even
those regarding death under torture, go uninvestijand victims’ families are not
provided with medical reports.

44. JS4 noted that there are major obstacles fanemoseeking access to justice as
police officers often hesitate or refuse to acocepmplaints from women without their
guardians. JS4 recommended revoking institutiaadliguardianship as a prerequisite for
women’s access to identification, documentatiomication, health, work, or other services.
JS4 recommended that the Ministry of Social Affaaed the Ministry of Interior
collaborate to release women who finished theiteseoes and victims of domestic abuse
into safe transit accommodatiéh.

45.  GIECP noted that the law does not require hilldcoffenders to be tried in the
juvenile justice system or require judges to b&sdr tdecisions on age at the time of the
offence, under the Juvenile Justice Act 1%7HRW urged that children are only detained
as a last resort, and for the shortest possible&im

Right to privacy, marriage and family life

46. Al noted that discriminatory laws relating tcamiage and divorce cause some
women to remain trapped in violent and abusivetiiahips. Women are required by law
to obtain the permission of a male guardian befoaeriage’® JS4 noted that the practice of
Lea‘an (religious annulment of marriage when a rdaanbts the paternity of his child)

remains prevalent in certain areas of KSA. It atsmed that forced marriages are
unregulated and difficult to annul. Under-age nage can be difficult to annul in the

absence of media or other public interventi¥ns.

47. JS4 noted that unilateral divorce by husbasdsidely practiced and not regulated
by law. The practice of Khulu, when a woman leagemarriage on condition that she
renounces her dowry and all financial support foeed excessively. A special fund has
been allocated by the government to help women eammot pay to leave their husbaritls.

Judges often rule in favor of guardians even whemen are asking for their basic rights
in cases of the crime of “disobedienég”.

48. JS4 and Al noted that Saudi women with foreggouses, unlike their male
counterparts, cannot confer their nationality omirthchildren.® JS4 considered the
amendment to the Saudi Nationality Act of 2012 rmans discrimination and

recommended the codification of personal statugsa@s$ a priority to grant women equal
status in marriage and the famly.

Freedom of movement

49. JS2, JS3 and Al noted that travel bans aga&iiDs remains widespread and
imposed by court€ JS2 called for lifting the bans and cessation eirthse® IPA and JS3
recommended removal of political obstacles to foeedof movement of HRDs and
representatives of international trade associaffons

50. Al noted that women continue to be prohibitexhf driving, scores of women took
to the roads and some were arrested and releasiealitvcharge after pledging not to drive
again®*



A/HRC/WG.6/17/SAU/3

6. Freedom of religion or belief, expression, association and peaceful assembly, and right
to participate in public and palitical life

51. ECLJ noted there is no separation of religiot #he state. Religious minorities are
not allowed to publicly profess or practice thedithh and experience discrimination,
harassment, detention, and if non-citizens, deporta Blasphemy, apostasy, and
proselytizing by non-Muslims are punishable by Heaburing 2011, non-Muslims were
detained and harassed for engaging in privateioekgworship> HRW noted the judicial
system has also been used to prosecute individolaksxpressing their religious views. It
called on the the government to publicly and offligi rebut hate speech against other
religious or ethnic minorities and to set up a oval human rights institution, as
recommended by CERD.

52. ECLJ noted that impunity exists for those cotting violent acts against religious
minorities and called for measures to ensure freedbexpression and religich.

53. JS2, JS1, and HRW were concerned that the gment failed to enact a Law of
Association and had prohibited all forms of peaktefiitical association or opposition,
such as political parties, and punished those atirar the establishment of such
associations with imprisonmefitJS4 noted that to date, activists and concernigzkes
are not allowed to establish independent civil etyciorganizations and recommended
allowing them to practice freely and independefftly.

54.  JS1 noted the restrictive policy against pada@fsemblies and demonstrations had
widened following widespread protests in severaaarof KSA in 20117 Alkarama
observed that rights of peaceful assembly and &dsmt are not recognized. Political
parties and unions are banned and the media arfeeeotit reported that public assemblies
remain illegal and religious authorities have issadatwa prohibiting all demonstrations at
the request of the Ministry of the Interior. It omemended immediate and unconditional
release of persons detained for exercising thgitsito peaceful assembly, association and
expressiorf?

55. JS2, JS1, and HRW noted that trials and deterdf human rights activists have
increased, in addition to arrests of prominent anads, journalists, and lawyers. Family
members of HRDs are also targeted and subjectéttitaidation and harassment. HRDs,
democracy activists and critical voices rely on thiernet for their work and have been
arrested for criticising the regime onliffe.

56. JS1 noted that a particular rise in violatitargeting HRDs and rights organizations
in the Kingdom was witnessed in 2011 and 28132S1 and JS2 noted the reprisals against
HRDs for engaging with international organizationisicluding UN human rights
mechanism&” JS2 stated HRDs have been denied bail and hefutdlonged pre-trial
detention, reportedly being subjected to torturdenin detention'®

57. JS2 called on the authorities to drop charge®notly pending against HRDs, and to
review of domestic legislation in line with univally recognised rights to freedom of
expression, association and assembly; ensure tR&tsHare not victims of reprisals for
legitimate engagements; guarantee the right of voriRDs to engage in human rights
work, and take measures to ensure their protett&fare the law and in sociefy’. IPA
recommended the release of human rights activietstad solely for exercising their right
to freedom of expressioft:

58. RWB acknowledged tentative reforms introduge@005, but noted that in the last
few years the government has enforced harsh cdmgotisrough the use of extended
filtering bolstered by repressive legislation andiespread online surveillance. More than
400,000 websites were officially blocked as a resfithe special government commission
to filter the Internet. Bloggers voicing criticisere immediately accused of offending
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morality. KSA is one of the 10 countries that RWBshidentified as “Enemies of the
Internet”.*%

59. JS2 noted increased use of Internet and ontiedia by HRDs and online media
activists has been met with the adoption of inaregg restrictive legislation. In July 2012,
the Shura Council announced that it was draftit@gwato punish individuals who criticise
Islam through the use of blogs, Twitter and Fac&bddany websites are blocked for
encouraging people to join civic campaigns and detrations or for providing politically
sensitive information®® RWB urged the authorities to dispense with allidiegive and
technical mechanisms for Internet surveillanceluiding prior registration of websites with
the Ministry of Culture and Information and dispoofionate penaltie¥”’

60. JSland JS2 noted that additional restrictiangetbeen imposed by various laws,
such as the Press and Publications Law and the@ter Crimes Law. The authorities
severely restrict the issuance of newspapers aner ohedia and closely monitor and
censor local media. Freedom of movement of forgdgmnalists is severely restricted, and
they are often subject to surveillariég.

61. HRW noted since 2008, despite efforts expaneingien’s political participation,
little has been done to abolish legislation andtficas preventing them from participating
fully in society on an equal basis with méh.JS4, JS1, ECLJ and HRW noted that
although recommendations 17, 18, 19 and 20 had &emapted during the 2009 UPR, little
has been done to genuinely implement tA¥ndS1 noted the positive step with the two
royal decrees in 2013 amending the Consultativen€its law, granting women thirty
seats on the Council and stipulating at least 2@#h&n’s representation at the Council and
recommended an increase in access to decision-gpkiitions, in all public positionts!

Right towork and to just and favourable conditions of work

62. HRW noted the adoption of legislative reformpanding women'’s rights in the

workforce by allowing them to work in limited areasch as clothing stores. While such
reforms represent important steps forward, theificafy is limited by the male

guardianship system?

63. JS3 recommended setting a framework for prawgnsexual abuse of female
domestic workers and to design a suitable mechafoasmmigrant workers to protect them
from abuse by employet&

Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

64. JS4 noted that employment rate of Saudi worseamong the lowest in the world.
In 2012, the Ministry of Labor issued a financia @rogram for the unemployed youth;
women represented 86% of applicants, approxima@@®s from among disabled citizens
were females, most were high school graduates.itd im active economic participation of
women include gender-segregation enforcement, tiving ban, and the requirement of
guardian permission. The religious police issuedd@@mns to regulate women’s access to
work in retaliation. The ban on driving, in parfiauin the absence of safe and reliable
public transportation, continues to limit the awdmy of women. Although the Ministry of
Trade has removed the mandate of male representatimale-manager for Saudi business
women, many governmental agencies remain inacdestib women without a male-
representativeéVhile the Ministry of Labor has revoked the requient of the permission
of a guardian for women to apply for jobs, severaployers still require women applicants
to provide guardian consefit.
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Right to education

65. JS4 noted that the Basic Law provides for tlowegnment’s responsibility in
educating citizens without discrimination but thermission of the guardian is required to
enroll in education. Fathers who either refuse eglect to enroll children are not
punishable by law. Mothers cannot obtain officiatumentation for children as fathers do.
Women's application for scholarships abroad is acibfo consent and accompaniment of
guardiansPhysical education for girls is still prohibited sthools, despite the positive
approval to include two women in the London 201grapics.The Ministry of Education
has issued a directive to all schools to obtairguthorization permission from guardians
in order to provide medical assistance in emergsnti

66. JS4 stated that promotion of human rights etutan all curriculum levels has not
been implemented. On the contrary, speakers afjarmgovernment-led conference in
2012 on women's rights were predominantly religimede scholars who emphasized the
concept of guardianship and gender segregation.

Minorities and indigenous peoples

67. JS1 noted that in 2011 and 2012, minoritiemiegssed a major crackdown against
several protests calling for the realization ohtgyand freedoms in Shia dominated areas in
the Kingdom. The Shia, Ismaili and other religiaugorities, constituting about 15 per
cent of the population, continue to face systematate-led discrimination. Citizens
belonging to religious minorities are prohibitecorfr enrolment in security sectors,
academia, as well as in political offices. Shigrick are not appointed to the codtslS1
noted the failure to protect the rights of morentfiame million migrant workers of different
faiths residing in the Kingdont?

68. STP and Al noted that since February 2011, fedsdof members of the minority
Shi'a community have been arrested and detainedsuspicion of taking part in or
supporting demonstrations in the Eastern Provincefaexpressing views critical of the
state; at least a dozen protesters have repoiegly shot dead and others injured. It called
on the government to end discrimination, intimidafi harassment and detention without
charge or trial of members of the Shi'a communityg 4o uphold their right to peaceful
assembly?® STP noted religious minorities are systematicaligcriminated in several
areas of society like education. STP recommended réhbease of all Shiite political
detaineesnvestigation of accusations of torture in prisdnglding mosques and allowing
religious minorities to practice religion freefy.

Migrants, refugees and asylum-seekers

69. Al noted that migrant workers, a third of thepplation, are inadequately protected
by labour laws and vulnerable to exploitation abdise by employers; women domestic
workers are at particular risk of sexual violencel ather abuség! Al called on the
government to reform national labour laws so thagramt workers have adequate
protection against abuses by employers and thestat

70. HRW documented multiple abuses facing someréabpincluding non-payment of
wages, excess working hours, and poor living cdaomit The restrictivekafala
(sponsorship) system, which ties migrant workerplegment visas to their employers,
fuels exploitation and abuse. Workers were unablestape from abusive conditions or to
return home after completion of their contractsawse of denial of permission from the
employer to leave the countl§?.JS3, JS4 and HRW recommended abolishingkéfala
system; extending labor protections to domesticagretultural workers?*

71. JS4 noted that migrant workers are at highsde of unlawful imprisonment due to
lack of knowledge of local norms and laws and comication barriers®® JS4
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Notes

12.

recommended improving the access of women migraotkevs to meaningful redress
mechanisms2°

Human rightsand counter-terrorism

72. RWB stated that the struggle against terroasih regional political unrest are still
used as a pretext to restrict basic freedtins.

73.  The use of special courts under the Ministeheflinterior also continues to concern
Alkaramat?® Al, HRW, JS1 and JS3 noted that these courts lesited to hear
terrorism cases is characterized by secrecy andigaibp It is essentially an
emergency court in which defendants are tried gftars of detentioff®

The stakeholders listed below have contributedrimétion for this summary; the full texts of all
original submissions are available at: www.ohcly..or

Civil society

Al Amnesty International, London, (UK);

Alkarama Alkarama, Geneva, (Switzerland);

CRIN Child Rights International Network, London, (UK)

ECLJ European Centre for Law and Justice , Straslfarance);

GIECP Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishrberf Children,
London, (UK);

HRW Human Rights Watch, New York (USA);

IPA International Publishers Association, Gene@ayi(zerland);

RWB Reporters Without Borders, Geneva, (Switzerland);

STP Society for Threatened Peoples, Goéttingen,ni@ey);

JS1 Joint submission No. 1 by a coalition of regland national human
rights Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOshef €airo Institute
for Human Rights Studies (CIHRS), Cairo (Egypt), lxdaenter for
Human Rights, Saudi Arabia and the AssociatiorCieil and
Political Rights in Saudi Arabia (ACPRA);

JS2 Joint submission No. 2 by Front Line Defenderklin, (Ireland) and
the Adala Center for Human Rights, (Saudi Arabia);

JS3 Organization for Defending Victims of Violen@DVV), and
Institute of the World Horizons Landscape (Glohatizon Institute)
Tehran, Iran;

JS4 Joint submission No. 4 by Al-Adala Center fontdn Rights, and

International Federation for Human Rights (FIDPiris (France);
and the Coalition for Equality without Reservati®audi Arabia,
Geneva, (Switzerland).

2 The following abbreviations have been used fa& ticument: The International Covenant on Civil

and Political Rights (ICCPR), the International Coveran Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights
(ICESCR), the International Convention on the Protaatibthe Rights of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Families (ICRMW), the Internatio@nvention for the Protection of all Persons
from Enforced Disappearance (CPED), the Optionaideads of the Convention Against Torture
(OP-CAT), the Convention on the Elimination of Allfats of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW) and the Optional Protocol of the Conventiortioe Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (OP-CEDAW), the Conventbn the Rights of the Child (CRC),
and the International Convention on the Eliminatiémall Forms of Racial Discrimination (CERD).
Joint submission of Cairo Institute for Human Rigl@HRS), Adala Center for Human Rights and
Saudi Arabia Association for Civil and Political Righn Saudi Arabia (ACPRA) (JS1), p. 2.

4 Amnesty International (Al), p. 1.
5 Joint submission No. 2 (JS2) by Front Line Defeadmd the Adala Center, p. 5.

Alkarama, p. 5.
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