Independent International Fact-Finding Mission
on the Conflict in Georgia

Report

Volume | Volume I Volume llI

September 2009



Volume Il

Views of the sides on the conflict, chronologies and responses to questionnaires

Georgia

- View on the conflict

- Chronology

- Military aspects - questions and answers

- Military aspects — additional questions and answers

- International Law — questions and answers

- Humanitarian Law and Human Rights — gquestions and answers

Russia

- View on the conflict

- Chronology

- Military aspects — questions and answers

- Military aspects — additional questions and answers

- International Law — questions and answers; additional documents

- Humanitarian Law and Human Rights — questions and answers
- Humanitarian Law and Human Rights — additional questions

South Ossetia

- View on the conflict and chronology
- Military aspects — guestions and answers
- Humanitarian Law and Human Rights - questions

Abkhazia

- View on the conflict
- Chronology and military aspects — questions and answers
- Humanitarian Law and Human Rights — questions and answers

Official documents

- B-point-plan signed by H.E. Mr. Nicolas Sarkozy

- B-point-plan signed by H.H.E.E. Mr. Nicolas Sarkozy and
Mr. Mikheil Saakashvili

- B-point-plan signed by H.E. Mr. Dmitri Medvedev

- B-point-plan signed by H.H.E.E. Mr. Sergei Bagapsh and
Mr. Eduard Kokoity

- Implementation plan

- Orders No. 1 and No. 2

DVD: Additional material from the sides

13
53
100
131
269

331

332
339
353
381
405
455
491

495
496
509
523
527
528
533
559
584
587

290
591

592
593
595

638






Volume 111

Volume Il contains material that the authorities of Georgia, the Russian Fedceration,
South Ossetia and Abkhazia made available to the Independent International Fact-
Finding Mission in either written or electronic form. It includes their views on the
conflict, chronologics and responses to  military, legal and humanitarian
questionnaires, together with additional material related to the conflict. Where
necessary, the Fact-Finding Mission has provided an English translation ol the
original texts {unollicial translations}. Translation aside, in all other ways the texts are
unaltered, and they are reproduced just as they were submitted to the Fact-Finding
Mission. The purpose of reproducing them is to provide transparency and casy access
to the official sources used in the dralting ol the Report. This Volume is simply a
compilation ol the material received from the sides, and is not intended to be
comprechensive.
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View on the conflict



THI AGGRESSION BY THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION AGAINST
GEORGILA

F

CHEERIATY

On August 7, 2008, Russian armed forces, already pre-positioned on Georgia’s northarn border
with the Russian Federation, launched a massive, coordinated, and—agiven the scale of the
enferprise—premeditaled agsault on Georgia. Russian forces crossed the border into South
Ossetia/ T'skhinvali region and, hours later, into Abkhazia. The highly calculated, full-scale attack
took place on land, at sea, by air, and via cyberspace. The reason Moscow gave for its invasion
of Georgia—to stop a genocide—was later debunked as & lie.

By August 26, 2008, the Russian Federation, in blatant violation of the ceasefire agreement its
President had signed just two wecks carlicr, had formally recognized these two territories as
independent. This was clearly the culmination of a Tong-term plan to subvert the Georgian state
and controt Georgian territories. For nearly two decades of this interstate conflict between Russia
and Georgia, Moscow had succecded in using the separatists as their proxies; now, Russia
effectively had occupied and was attempting fo fully annex these Georgian territories.

As evidence mounted of the scale of the Russian incursion, the Georgian Government concluded
that it had been left with no choice but to order military action to counter what was rapidly
becoming an invasion—with aims that went far beyond a dispute over two Georgian territories,
The principal intent of Georgian military action was to retard the Russian advance so that
international diplomatic efforts could prevent Russia from fully eceupying Georgia; in this,
Gieorgia’s decision to act met its goal.

The deciston by the Government to defend Georgian territory was informed by a variely of
lactors enumerated in this note. Due to the space limitations of this summary, however, justice
cannot be done to the vast quantity of evidence that elsewhere has been made available to the
Commission. Similarty, it is critical for readers to note that every point made in this summary is
backed by abundant evidence contained in over 200 separate documents and other material
submitted to the Commission.

Among the key points documented in the submissions provided to the Commission by the
Georgia are: '

An analysis of the Russian Federation’s actions over many years offers ample evidence that
Maoscow was intent on subverting the Georgian state—either by peaceful or violent means-—in
order to divide and rule its southern neighbor. The persistent refusal of successive governments
of Georgia to accede to Moscow’s de facto control of Georglan territories gradually increased the
likelihood that Russian would resort to using military force. In March 2008—perhaps prompted
by the West’s recognition of Kosovo’s independence the previous month—Moscow activated a
premeditated series of legal, military, paramilitary, and diplematic mancuvers intended to create



a pretext for invasion.

The cvents of Angust 7, therefore, followed many months of sustained legal, political and
military provocations against Georgla preceded by years of Russian consolidation of control
within these territories, During these yvears and months, Russia demonstrated a calculated
disregard {or the international agreements to which it was party. It abused its role as a
peacckecper. It systematically ebstructed all efforts—many of them inttiated by the Government
of Georgia- - to establish a real peace process that would have brought the government in Thilisi
mto an understanding and agreement with the de [acte authorities of the territorics of Abkhazia
and South Ossetia/Tskhinvali region. Instead, Moscow turned the de facto authorities info
proxics for Russian control—in many cases even [illing the most senior political and mililary
positions with appointees dircctly from Russia.

A few significant milestones in Russia’s policy inelude:

s The long-term cthnic cleansing of hundreds of thousands of Georgians from the conflict
zones 1n order to homogenize the populations and consolidate political control;

e Anillcgal campaign of passportization m the conflict zones beginning July 2002 to
manufacture “Russian citizens™ to protect; it was the spurious claim of “protecting” these
citizens that Moscow subsequently invoked when it invaded Georgia last August;

e ‘The abrogation of international agrcements regarding economic and arms sanctions in the
proxy territories; Closure of border, transport communications channels with Georgia;
deportation of Georgian nationals rom the Russian Federation: an economic embargo
imposed on Georgian products;

¢ Suspension of the CFE treaty on December 12, 2007. Simultancously, an extensive military
build-up in close proximity to Russian-Georgian borders, as well as in conflict regions;

s Tho extension of legal links by Russia lo South Ossctia/Tskhinvali region and Abkhazia in
April 2008,

e Anintense anti-Georgia propaganda campaign;

¢ A rapidly escalating illegal military buildup in the conflict vones ([rom spring 2008 cnwards,
including rehabilitation by Russian Railway 1'toops of railway and wransportation
infrastructure in the areas clearly demonstrating Russia’s main aim ol preparing the
necessary logistical inftastructure for the rapid transit of heavy military equipment;

Targeted assassinations and other armed provocations in the territorics during the days and
weeks immediately before the invasion.

The granting of the 2014 Winter Olympics to Sochi lent weight to the view that Russia intended
to consolidate its control of Abkhazia and cven to “settle” the issue well before it might become
a political liability in the context of the Games. In addition, there was evidence of much greater



[

Russian business activity and related acquisition of property in Abkhazia once the Sochi decision
was announced.

Georgia began to intensify its engagement with the international community in order to stop
Russia’s political interference in its territorics, to prevent any potential military invasion, and to
scek a neeotiated settlement of the conflicts. Thilisi also made numerous proposals for negotiated
solutions. These warnings and proposals were met nitially with relative indifference. Only minor
conlidence-building measures were ever implemented, in part because the international
community pereeived this as an internal contlict, rather than the more complex interstate conflict
that it actually was. Since Moscow effectively controlled the peacckeeping and negotiating
structures—which it abused and perverted over the years—no meaningful reconsideration of
these structures was cver achieved. Finally, when Western mediators sought to intercede
diplomatically in carly summer 2008, their late efforts proved unsuccessful. '

Years of stalemate had left all cthnic populations in both conflict zones impoverished and
without any ellective protection of basic rights; Georglans in particular were targeted and
persecuted on cthnic grounds. '

More specifically, immediately following the election of a legitimate democratic government in
Georgia in 2004, the Georgian Government made the first of several efforts te launch a genuine
peace process for South Ossetia/I'skhinvali region and Abkhazia.

The Georgian Government made significant efforts to achieve peaceful resolution through soft
power initiatives. One prominent examples of the success of these efforts was cstablishment of a
Temporary Administrative Unit in the South Ossetia/Tskhinvali region, headed by ex-separatist
leader Mr, Dimitry Sanakoev, who was elected by the local population.

The Russian Federation and its proxy leaders rejected Georgia’s peace initiatives—which
included broad autonomy, power-sharing in the ceniral government, guaranteed
language/cultural rights, cconomic rehabilitation projects, and extraordinary constitutional rights
- each time Lhey were proposcd, cven when the international community backed the initiatives.

In the spring of 2008, the Government of Georgia began to repeatedly alert the international
communily thal the Russian Federation was escalating pressurc on Georgia. Senjor Georgian
olficials sought meetings with their foreign counterparts to generate a consensus on how Lo
respoad to Russian provocations; the Government of Georgia also sought direct discussions with
the President of the Russian Federation, which the latter rejected; the Government also sought
repealedly lo engage the de facto authorities in direct negotiation. None of these efforts
succeeded in slowing Russia’s political and military escalation in the territories.

Tn Junc 2008, as Russian provocations escalated further, Moscow and its proxies repeated]y
subverted a peace initiative mediated by the German Foreign Minlster; Then, on the cve of the
invasion, the QSCE Chairman in Clfice proposed talks in Helsinki between South
Ossctia/Tskhinvali region proxies and the Georgian Government; that proposal also was rejected.
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This relentless rejection of peaceful overtures for negotiation compelled Georgia o concludc that
Moscow intended 10 use force. Thilisi asscssed that Russia would choose a moment that offered
the best military and political opportunity to act with impunity. The heat of August, when the
world’s attention was turned to the opening of the Beijing Olympics, scemed to offer Moscow
this opportunity.

Beeinning in 1990, Georgia was subjected 1o a relationship with the Russian Federation that
ranged from cool to hostile, with the recent President of Russia making explicit threats to his
Georgiant counterpart aboul the fate of Georgian territories.

The cvents of November 2003-- the Rose Revolution—-and the subscquent election of a new
democratic governnient were not welcome in Moscow, a fact that was quickly made apparent to
(seorgian authorities. Despite dramalic efforts of the new Georgian Government aimed at
cstablishing friendly relationships with Russian federation - starting with the visit of the newly
clected president to Moscow  as his first international post-clectoral visit and ihe closure of the
border with Northern Caucasus - Russia’s increasingly hostile intentions towards the new
eovernment were made crystal clear by a series of incidents and statements by senior Russian
officials. By December 2006, President Putin felt confident cnough fo warn his Georgian
counterpart that he would creale “a northem Cyprus” in Georgia. President Putin has given the
same warning to the Secrctary Gencral of NATO. History has taught Georgian governments to
take Russian threats at their word.

Russia’s pursuit of Georgia’s strategic isolation operated in tandem with Moscow’s policy of
subverling the independence and sovereignty of (Georgia, On this, there was no doubt in the

Government of Georgia.

The Georgian Government, since 2004, has pursued 4 strategic course that aims to inlegrate
Georgia more (ully into Hure-Atlantic institulions and o make it an independent asset for the
supply of epergy and access (o regions beyond the Caspian Sca. While Georgia’s strategy was in
no way inlended as a threat 1o the Russian Federation, Moscow chase (o object with increasing
VEnom.

in 20006, Russia imposed a full trade, financial, postal, and transport blockade of Georgia (an act
of great mpact, given that 70% of Georgian exports at the time went to Russia). Moscow also
began to discriminate against and to expel ethnic Georgians from the Russian Federation,

Furthermore, Russian diplomatic cfforts to depict Georgia unfavorably in Europe were supported
by a sustained and very well-resourced anti-Georgian propaganda campaign.

Georglan authorities also noted with 'alarm the degree to which the process leading to the
unilateral declaration of independence (LD} of Kasovo and its subsequent recognition by some
key NATO states had angered Russia and placed the territories of Abkhazia and South
Ossctia/T'skhinvali region at risk. Georgia expressed its concerns about this at the highest levels.
For his part, President Putin informed the Georgian President thal Georgia would pay a price for
this decision.



Until July 2008, international attention had focused on the military escalation and other
provocations in Abkhazia. Then, the Russian Federation shifted its provocations to South
Ossetia/Tskhinvali Region. On July 16, there was an aftempt to assassinate Dimitey Sanakoev,
the unionist South Ossetian leader. Subsequently, there was an cscalation of incidents that are
fully recorded in the submissions of cvidence to the Commission. However, the strategic
relevance of the South Ossctian theatre was that it confirmed the worst fears of the Georglan
Government: it was a brief and direct route towards the heart of Georgia and the quickest way to
split the country, control the highways, debilitate the economy, and to take Thilisi.

In the days before the full-scale Russian invasion, the provocations in South Ossctia proliferated,
with armed aftacks and killings, including the killing of two Georgian peacckecpers on Augusi 7,
befare the outbreak of fuli-scale hostilities. The propaganda campaign against Georgia in Russia
also grew to a fever pitch Russia and 11 proxies announced the evacuation of women and
children from the ferritory. I{ is to be noted that during this period Georgia, in an attempt to
prevent the further escalation of the situation and to try to deal with the situation through
diplenmacy, did not recall from Iraq the most combal capable contingent of the Georgian armed
forces.

In the early morning of August 7, 2008, the Ministry of Intemnal Affairs of Georgia obtained the
first communication intercept indicating that a Russian military unit that included tanks and
mititary trucks loaded with soldiers had entered the Roki Tunnel. In the evening of August 7, the
Government of Georgia laced a qualitatively changed situation: despite numerous attempts to
decrease tension and a unilateral ceasefive implemented by the Government of Georgia,
Georgian-conlrolled villages, police, and peacekeeping posts were under continuous fire. In this
context, civilians in the already cui-off enclave were defenseless and, for the {irst time, two
Georgian peacckeepers were kitled as a result of targeted military attacks that aliernoon. In
addition to publicized reports on the inflow of mercenaries into the region and initial human
intelligence reports of a Russian army intrusion, the Government of Georgia obtained solid
cvidence that a large-scale Russian invasion was in progress. In response to these escalations,
and consistent with his constitutional duty (Article 71 of the Georgian Constitution) to protect
the sovercignty and territorial integrity of Georgia as well as the security of Georgia’s citizens, at
23:35 on August 7, the President of Georgia issued an order to start a defensive operation.

The focal point of this campaign was the charge ol genocide against Georgia. The purported
genocide of 2,000 South Cssetians was the ultimate casus belli invoked by Russia for iis
invasion; this le of course was Jater debunked by the international community and the Russians
themselves. But the falsehood had served its purpose and the grave damage—to Georgia and to
the international community—had been done.

Given the factors outlined in this notc and the relevance of the geographical choice of
intervention by Russia, the Government of Georgia could only conclude that it had to react
immediately in self-defense to slow down the Russian invasion.

Georgia’s use of defensive military force succeeded in retarding the Russian onslaught, thus
buying time for the international community to mobilize—leading to the August 12 signing of
the August 12 ceascfire agreement negotiated by President Sarkozy of France and signed by
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Presidents Medvedev and Saakashvili.

Unfortunately, Russia immediately violated that agreement by recognizing the occupied
territorics as independent on August 26. in the year since, Russia has remained in continued
violation of every onc of the six points of the August 12 ceasefire agreement, especially by not
withdrawing its forces to the positions they had by 7" of August. Furthermore, Russia recently
has sown greater instability in the region by killing the OSCE and UNOMIG missions in
Georgia. Moscow's veto of these two missions deficd the unanimous view of the rest of the
international community and has created additional obstacles to the return of [DPs, the protection
of basic human rights, and the negotiation of a lasting scttlement to the conflict.



Chronology
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Major Hasi’ﬂe Actmm by the Russian Federation agamst Georgia
in 2004- 2@@‘7

GRU Sponsored Terrorist Act in Gori and Sahotage Acts in Shida Kartli Region

In 2004-2005, under the cover of the Joint Pedcekeepino Forces deployed n the Georgian-
Ossctian conflict zone, the Russian special services gathered intelligence and or Qammd
subversive/terrorist acis against (1601@18. '

On Pebr.uary_l, 2005, a white “VAZ-2101"” type vehicle exploded in front of the building of

shida Kartli regional division of the Georgian Ministry of Internal Affairs in Gorl. The accident
left three police officers dead, more than thirty people wounded, buildings and cars in the
vicinity damaged.

The invesiigaticn conducted by the Counter-Intelli gence Department of the Ministry of Internal

Affairs of Georgia found out that this terrorist act was prepared and carried out by cmplovees ol

Russian special services (namely, GRU and TSB) acting under the cover of the Russian
peacckeeping battalion of the JPKT and military advisers to the South Ossetian proxy regime:

» Anatoly Sisoev, GRU Colonel, Military adviser to the South Ossetian de facto president
Fduard Kokeity;

Mikheil Abrumov, Deputy Commander of the Joint Peacekeeping Forces;

# Roman Bm ko, Lieutenant Colonel of the Russian peacckeeping battalion of the JPKE.

A v

On Octaber 23 2003, the MIA of Georgia arrested Roman Boyko and later, as a geslure of good
will, handed him over to the Russian embassy in Georgia.

- In 2004, GRLU Colonel Anatoly Tvanovieh Sisocv was sent to Tskhinyali as an adviser to the dc
facto president of South Ossetia-Eduard Kokoity, where he established a subversive- intelligence
unit in the proxy regime’s Minisiry of Defense, the so-called “Ossctian GRU,” consisting of up
to 120 men, which were sent to North Ossetia and trained by Russian military instructors in
subversive activitics on the ground of the 58th Russian Aerm

The “Qssetian GRU” carried out the following subversive acts in central Georgia:

» The explosion of 500 kliowatt clectricity lines “Kartli-2” no. 365 zmd T iakhvi” no. 57 near
\»ﬂlaoc Shavshebi in Gori district on October ¢ 2004;

The explosion of *Grakali-Metekhi” railroad section in Kaspi district on October 9 2004,
The explosion of a radio transmission station serving the oil pipeline ncar village Chorchana
in Khashuri distric on November 17 2004,

oV
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Russian Military Intellisence Network in Geeorgia

a  On September 28 2006, the Counter-intelligence Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs

of Georgia uncovered the spy network of Russian Military Intelligence (GRU) which acted on
the Georgian territory under the cover of the Group of Russian Troops in the Trans-Caucasus.

s The spy nctwork was managed from Armenia by Colonel Anatoly Sinitsin, chicf of slation in
Yerevan serving at military division no, 44843 of the Russian armed forces located in Yerevan.
Sinitsin, together with Sisocv planned the above-mentioned errorist act in Gori.

e On 28 September 2006, the MIA detained 4 Russian GRU officers in Thilisi and Batumi:

GRU Vice-Coloncel Alexander Savva, the chicl of the spy network operating in Georgia;
GRU Vice-Colonel Daitry Kuazantsey;

GRU Vice-Colonel Aleksey Zavgorodany;

GRU Major Alexander Baranov.

YV VY

s GRU Vice-Coloncl Konstantin Pichugin was hiding in the building of the Russian Military
Headquarters in Thilisi, '

¢ later, as a gesture of good will the MIA of Georgia handed over the Russian officers to the
chairman-in-office of the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe Karel De Gucht.

Subversion Plot by Russian Sponsored Political Orsanjizations

s On September 7 2006, the MIA arrested 13 leading members of Moscow’s satellite political
organjzations in Georgia, namely Political Party *Justice,” Conservative-Monarchist Party,
Caucasian 1Jemocratic Institute and Anti-Soros Movement, which had llegally purchased (ire
arms and woere planning to stage the shooting of a protest rally in Thillsi in order to instigafc
civil unrest throughout Georgia.

e [his plot was masterminded and entircly financed from Russia by Georgian Ex-Minister of

State Security in exile Tgor Giorgadze, wanled by Georgian police and Interpol for organizing a
terrorist act against Georgia’s former president lduard Shevardnadze in 1995,

Air and Artillery Attack on Upper Abkhazia

e On 11 March 2007, from 22:10 until 24:00, the Kodori Gorge suffered from simultancous
artillery and air attacks. Al least 17 “BM-21/Grad” tvpe missiles were fired [rom the ground,
and at least one “AT-9/Ataka” type guided missile from the air. The target of the air-attack was
the administration building in the village of Chkhalta. The targets of the artillery attack werc:
the administration building in the village of Chkhalta, the storehouse of o1l and fucl materials
and the police station in the village of Ajara. The highly precise air attack by modern missiles,
the night flight of helicopters in a mountainous area and the massive artillery bombing indicate
that this was a well-organized and planned military operation, which could have been conducted
in this region only by Russian forecs. '



Tsitelubani Incident

e On Augusl 6, 2007, at approximately [9:30, two Russian frontline SU-24 type aircrali violated
Georglan airspace and fired a 1-lon precision-guided anti-radar missile “X-58" that felt near a
Georgian village Tsitelubani, located more than 80 kilometers from the Russian-Georgian
border, near the town of Gorl.

o According to Georglan civil and military radar reports and multiple eve witness accounts, the
planes entered Georgian airspace at 19:31 flying at low altitude in a southerly direction over
Tskhinvalt Region/South Ossetia before launching the missile atl the village of Tsitelubani.
Georgian radars indicate that the planes took off [rom the Russian military airbase Jocated in
Mozdok, in the Autonomous Republic of North Ossetia, Russia. Tt must be admitted that
Georgian armed forces posess neither “SU-24" type planes, nor *X-38" type missiles.

= No casualties tock place as the missile failed to explode on impact. The Georgian Government

in cooperation with the OSCE and other members of the international community are currently
investigating the incident.

Subverzive Group in Upper Abkharia

« On 20 September 2007, a spccial task unil of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgla
nculralized an armied grouping of 10 people in the Kodori Gorge which had planned an attack
on the new road connecting Upper Abkhazia with the rest of Georgia.

» The commander of the grouping and his deputy were killed in the exchange of (ire. They were
identified as:

» Tgor Muzavatkin (Vice-Colonel of Russian armed forces, a former member of the
Collective Peacekeeping Forces, who served on the conlract basis in the border troops
division of the Abkhazian scparatist security service}; and

Arfur Zovin (Major of Russian armed forces, also a former member ol the Collective
Peacckeeping Forees). '

%

¢ Scven members of the subversive group that identified themselves as members of the border
troops division of the Abkhazian scparatist security service, were arrested and later, as a gesture
of good will, releascd and handed over lo the Ablkhazian separatist government.
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The Chronology of Russian Aggression against Georgia in 2008

Chronelogy of Events: March-June 2008

On March 6, Russia withdrew from the 1996 CIS agreement, which prohibited CIS member
states from political, military and sconomic relations with Abkhazia (sce anncx 1).

On March 21, Russtan Stale Duma passed a declaration, calling upon the Russian government
to actively defend the rights of Russian citizens living in Abkhazia and South Ossctia and to
discuss the recognition the independence of these breakaway territories (see annex 23,

On April 3, Russian President Viadimir Putin sent a letter 1o the de lacio Jeaders of Abkhazia
and South Ossctia in which he mentioned that Georgia’s integration into NATO would have
nepative implications and henceforth Russia’s support of Abkhazia and South Ossetia would
bear a substantive and not a declarative character (see annex 3).

On April 16, Russian President Vladimir Putin issued a decree instructing the Russian
government to establish divect relations with the de facto authorities ol Abkhazia and South
Ossclia (see annex 4).

On April 17, several “Ural” type trucks carrying 300 Russian contract soldiers entercd the
military base in Ochamchire seaport (Georgian intelligence data, HUMINT.

On April 20, at 10:00, a Russian fighter plane, atfacked and shot down a Georgian Unmanned
Aerial Vehicle “Hermes-450" above village Gagida, Gali district. This fact was confirmed by
the TIN special investigation (see annex 5).

On April 29, the Russians started to increase their peacckeeping contingent deploved in the
Georgian-Abkhazian conflict zonc, as stated by the Russian Ministry of Defense and the
Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs (see annexes 6 and 7).

Cn April 29, an echelon of 30 train cars crossed the Georgian-Russian border near ihe river
Psou by railway carrying 26 units of camoullaged armor vehicles, among them BMDs, D-30
type howitzers, ete. The echelon had 4 additional passenger cars, carrying soldiets from the
Novorossiysk military base. The cargo was unloaded in Sokhumi railway station and from there
the soldicrs and armament were distributed to Maiak military base in Sokhumi, to 1sebelda
military site (in the direction of Kodori Gorge), to Ochamchire seaport, as well as to Tkvarcheli
and Gall disiricts (see annex 8 for photos).

On May 1, additional checkpoints were opened on almost every strategically important road in
Ochamchire and Tkvarchel districts, among them at villages Nakarghali, Arasadzikhi and
Akamara in Abkhazia, Georgia.

On May 3, 3 vnits of 120mm artillery systems and several antiaireraft defense systems BUK-
M1 were located at the military base in Ochamchire scaport (Georgian intelligence data,
HUMINT). -

On May 6, the Russian deployment of additional airborne battalion (at least 400 soldiers) of the
Novorossiysk and Pskov Alrborne Divisions into Abkhazia that had starled on April 29 was



Chronology of Events: July-August 2008

completed. This fact was further confirmed by numerous media reports, including the Russian
Defense Ministry’s official newspaper “Krasnaya Zvezda™ (see apnexes 9, 10, 11

On May 16, on a road near village Ditsi in Iittle Liakhvi valley, Tskhinvall Regien/South
Ossetia, a Georgian police car exploded on mine placed by the de facto regime irregular forces.
As a result of the explosion Georgian police officer David Korashvili was injured.

On May 31, the Russian Ministry of Defense deployed 400 soldiers of Volgograd’s 76th Unit of
Railway Forces in Abkhazia. These forces began reconsiruction of the railway from Sokhumi to
Ochamchire, as well ag reinforcing platform, thus preparing railway for the transportation and
unloading of the heavy military equipment (sce annexes 12 and 13).

In April-Junc, Russia reinforced the military bases in Sokhumi (Maiak), Bombora (Gudauta),
Ochamchire and Okhurei with:

3 BUK air defense systems;

40 D-30 type howilzers;

10 BM-21 #*Grad™ systems;

20 Shilka, 71J-23.2, ZU-23-4 AA puns;

120 anti-lank missiles.

2 MI1-24 helicopters;

50 aviation specialists;

o 30 military experts;

¢ 100 communication and antiaircraft defense experts;

ol
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On June 6, several S17-25 and SU-27 type fighter planes in armed condition were detected at the
Bombora military base in Gudauta {(Georgian intelligence data, HUMINT].

On June 14, a 14 vear-old resident of viliage Urgneti Karlo Inauri exploded on a mine placed by
South Ossetian de facto regime irvegular forces near the administrative border with Tskhinvali
Region/South Ossctia. The boy died of severe injurics.

On June 16, 8 “Ural” type trucks loaded with anti-tank rockets and landmincs entered the town
of Tskhinvali (Georgian intelligence data, HUMINT).

On June 23, Georgian Deputy Minister of Foreign Allairs delivered a letter to Russian President
Dimitry Medvedev containing additional details in line with the peace initiatives launched
earlier by Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili. Unfortunately, all” were rchuffed in the
response letter from President Medvedev on July 1.

On JTune 25, the Commander of Russian Tand TForces, General Alcksei Maslov visited

Tskhinvali. Maslov held meetings with the leadership of the Russian peacekeeping lorces and
the officials of South Gssetian proxy authorities (Georgian intelligence data, TTUMINT).

On July 3, at 10:00, South Ossetian de facto regime irregulars attempled 1o assassinate Dimitry
Sanakoeyv, the Head of the Temporary Administration of South Ossetia. An explosive device,
placed on the Eredvi-Kheiti bypass road near the Tsveriakho. Mountain, was set off when
Sanakoev’s motorcade passed by it. As a result of the explosion, five police officers
accompanying Sanakoev were wounded (sec annexes 14 and 13). Tn order to provide protection
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to the bypass road used extensively by civilians in the area, a Georglan peacekeeping
checkpoint was immediatcly opened on Sarabuki heights.

On July 3, at 23:30, South Ossetian de facto regime iregular forces opened [ire from automatic
rifles and grenade launchers in the direction of the central government controlled villages
Nikozi, Ergneti, Eredvi, Zemo Prisi, Vanati, Tamarasheni and Avnevi. At 23:40, Georgian
police responded with firc.

On July 4, 6 artillery guns were transported from Java district o village Dmenist and handed
over to the local unit of South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces (Georgian intelligence
data, SIGIN'T). :

On July 4-6, 10 armored vehicles entered Tskhinvali Region/Solth Ossetian {rom the Russian
[ederation via the Roki Tunnel {Georgian intelligence data, HUMINT).

On July 8, additional Russian soldiers, 4 BTR-70 and 4 BRDM type military vehicles and
scveral anti-aircraft systems were deployed at the Okhurei military base in Tkvarcheli disteici
{Georgian intelligence data, [TUMINT).

On July 9, four Russian military aircraft vielated Georgian alrspace on the eve of the US
Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice’s visit to Georgia, This fact was confirmed by the Russian
Ministry of Foreign AfTairs (see anncx 16).

On July 11, a squadron of Su-27 fighters was moved from the Leningrad Military District to the
North Caucasus Military District (Georgian intelligence data, HUMINTY},

On July 13-14, 13 'I-72 type tanks were reported moving from the town of Alagir, North
Osselia towards the Roki Tunnel, as well as 6 “Ural” {vpe ruck loaded with soldiers were
driving from village Zaramag, North Ossctia towards the Roki Tunnel (Georgian intelligence
data, HUMINT).

On July 15, several hundred Russian soldiers and 44 military vehicles were observed at the
Bombora military base (Georgian inteiligence data, HUMINT).

On July 15 - August 2, Russia launched large-scale military exercises “Caucasus 20087 in the
immediate vicinily of Georgia’s northern border. 8000 soldiers and 700 armored vehicles
mainly from the North Caucasian Military District participated in these trainings, including
airborne units, air force units, air delense units, Black Sca and Caspian Sca fleets, federal
security service and interior troops. Airborne units from Pskov and Novorossiysk (that Iater
took part in the invasion of Georgla) were practicing at the Roki and Mamisonl passes
connecting Russia with Georgia. A leatlet entitled “Know Your Fnemy” was disiributed to the
soldicrs participating in the lraining, listing the composition and armaments of the Georgian
Army as their main target. Most of the troops participating in the exercises did not re-deploy
from the region alter the exercises finished (see annexes 17, 18 and 19). Depuly Commander of
Russian Alrborne Troops, General Viacheslav Rorisov who was put in charge of the Russian
armed forces grouping operating on the South Ossetian and central Georgian directions in
Auvgust 2008 also confirmed that just one week earlier the units under his command had
undergone military trainings in those areas, where the actual hostilities took place and hence
Russian airborne troops carried out a march on Tskhinvali much better than other units of the
Russian sxmy (sec anncx 19 A},



Cn July 18, Abkhazian de facto and Russian authorities rejected a German-mediated peace plan
and refused to attend peace talks scheduled in Berlin at the end of July.

On July 20, the website of Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili (www.president. gov.ge) was
rendered unavailable due to a multi-pronged distributed denial of service (DDoS§) attack.

Cn July 22-24, the EU ftried to hold talks in Brussels between representatives of the Georgian
government and the South Ossetian de facto regime with the participation of the Russian
Federation, The de facte authorities refused to participate, initially objecting to the title of
Minister Yakobashvili — “Minisier of Reinfegration.” In responsc, the Georgian government
appointed Mr. Yakobashvili as a Special Envoy to Conflict Resolution. The de facto authoritics
once again refused to aitend the talks on unspegified grounds.

At the end of July, OSCE Chairman in Office, Finish Forcign Minister Alexander Stubb,
proposed talks in Helsinki in carly August between South Ossetian de facto authorities and

Goeorgian government. The de facto regime rejected the proposal.

On July 23, a group of 120 Russlian doctors/medics were reported to have arrived in I'skhinvali

- and started working at the Tskhinvali hospital (Georgian intelligence data, TTUMINT).

By the end of July (exact datc and time unknown), large tents have been set up on the territory

of the new Russian military base in the northwestern part of V'skhinvali (for about 1500-2000

persons). According to the information circulating among the Russian peacekeepers, soldiers
from the 33rd Motor Rifle Mountain Brigade (centered in Botlikh, Dagestan) were soon to be
deployed there (Georgian intelligence data, HUMINT).

July 29

]

At 05:00, two tank platoons of South Ossctian de faclo regime irregular forces were located
close to village Andzisi in the conflict zone {(Georgian intelligence data, SIGINT).

AL 10:00, South Ossetian de facto regime irrcgular forces opened fire at members of the Joint
Peacckeeping Forces and an OSCE observer group moving near village Andzisi, Tskhinvali
district (see annex 20 for the report). '

At 16:00, South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces shelled the central government
controlled villages in Big Liakhvi valley for 40 minutes, using mortars and grenade launchers,

At 22:00, South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces shelled the Georgian peacekeeping
checkpoint on Sarabuki heights with 100mm and 120mm artillery. Such large caliber artillery
was used lor the first time since the hostilitics in the 1990s.

Angust 1

A1 08:05 and again at 08:12, a Toyata pickup truck carrving six police officers of the MIA of
Georgia was hit by two remote-control explosive devices on the Eredvi-Kheiti bypass road. Five
police officers were severely wounded (sse annexes 21 and 22). After this incident the Fredvi-
Kheiti bypass road was closed for civilians and the central government controlled villages in
Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia were cut off from the rest of Georgia.

From 21:30 onwards, South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces shelled Georgian villages
Zemo Nikozi, Kvemo Nikozi, Avnevi, Nuli, Ergneti, Eredvi and Zemo Prisi with mortars and
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cannons. The shelling continued overnight and stopped only in the morning on August 2, This
fact, as well as the earlier shelling of Georgian peacekeeping checkpoint on Sarabuki heights,
wag later conlfrmed by the Joint Peacekeeping Forces in their 4 August report (see annex 23).
Six civilians and one police oflicer were wounded as a result of the shelling (see annexcs 24 and

25).

Augnst 2

s At 12:23, South Ossctian de facto regime announced the evacuation of civilian population from
the town ol Tskbinvall and from the de facto regime controlled villages of the region. The
evacuation continued through August 6 (see ammexes 26 and 27).

e During the day, Russian ncwspaper repotters and TV crews began o armive massively (o
Tskhinvali. The mobilivation of Russian journalists on the territory of South Ossetia continued
for the next several days (sec anncx 28 for the list of journalists and links o their (estimonics, as
well as an interesting article from RFE/RL).

Angnst 3

= At 06:30, South Ossetian de facto regime irregular {orces deployed in village Velebi, Znawi
district opened fire towards the Georgian police checkpoint located near village Dvani in Karéli
district {see annex 29).

e In a morning interview with Georgian news agency “Mcdianews,” South Ossctian de facto
Minister of Intemal Affairs Mikhail Mindzacy threalened 10 bomb “the towns of Gori, Kareli
and one of the health-resort zones™ in Georgia (see annex 30).

e Lnits of the separate reconnaissance battalion of the the 19th Metor Rifle Division of the 58h
Russian Aomy was reported to be deployed in Java district through the Roki lulme] ((Georglan
intelligence data, HUMIN'D,

Aupust 4

= During the night, 10 units of armor {BTR/BMP vehicles) were brought inte Tskhinvali
Region/Scuth Ossctia from the Russian Federation and distributed among the de facto regime
irregular forces. 'Two vehicles were handed over to the de facto rcgime irregular forces unit
located in village Dmenisi, Tskhinvali district (Georgian intelligence data, ITUMINT),

o At 07:30, South Ossetian de facto regime bregular forces deployed in villase Dimenisi,
Tskhinvali district opened [re towards Georgian peacekeeping checkpoint on Sarabuki heights.
The exchange of fire continuad for 3¢ minutes. No one was injured,

+ In a morning interview with Russian media outlet “Caucasian Knot”, head of” South Ossetian
proxy authorities Eduard Kokoity announced that 30¢ “volunteers™ (i.e. mercenarics) from
North Ossetia had already arrived in South Ossetia and their number would eventuallv increase
up to two thousand (see annex 31).

e At 18:40, head of South Ossetian proxy authorities Tiduard Kokoity received a telegram from
the Commander of Don Cossack Forces and member of Russian State Duma Viktor Vodolatsky
promising him military support, while the Commander of the second Don Cossack Forces
Nikolai Kovitsin announced that he could send from 10 to 15 thousand “volunteers” (i.e.
mercenarics) to South Osselia (see annex 32).



- August 5

At 00:15, South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces shot 3 grenades from village Ubiati,
Znaurt district towards the Georgian police station in village Nuli, Frone valley. Two of them
hit the building.

At 01:30, South Ossctian dec facto regime irregular forces fired at Georglan peacekeepers
located on Sarabuki heights. The attack lasted until 06:30 in the morning. Iwo members of the
Georgian battalion of the Joint Peacekeeping Forces were wounded (see annex 33 for the list of
casualtics among Georgian peacekeepers).

At 09:01, the MIA of Georgia inlercepted a telephone call, according to which the de facto
Minister of Internal Affairs of South QOssctia Mikhail Mindvaev ordered a massive attack and
the elimination of Georgian village Dvani in Kareli district (see anncxes 34 and 35 for the
telephone intereept and its transcript). '

From 10:00 to 17:00, the MIA of Goorgia organized a tour around the central government
controlled villages: Ergneti, Nikozi, ‘Avnevi and Nuli, that cxpericnced excessive damage
during the recent attacks by the de facto regime frregular forces. Representatives of international
media and foreign diplomatic missions in Georgia, including the Russian Ambassador
Viacheslay Kovalenko had an opporlunily to visit all Georgian peacckeeping and police
checkpoints, where no build-up was obscryed contrary to Russian officials statements (sec
annex 36 for media stories).

At 15:10, approximately 150 additional “voluntcers™ (i.c. mercenaries) from the North Caucasus
arrived in Tskhinvali as reported by the Russian media (see annex 37). The flow of mercenaries
from the North Caucasus inte Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia continued through at least
Augusi 10. The MIA of Georgia has intercepted official documents of the Prosecutor’s office of
Russia (North Osselia) related o the death of one such “volunteer” on the territory ol Tskhinvali
Region/South Ossctia in August 2008, including testimonies of Russian citizens that entercd
Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia, Georgia from North Osselia, Russia in order to take part in
the hostilities as “volunteers” (i.e. mercenaries). In addition to that, a pholo taken at the
recruitment spot of mercenarics in Vladikavkaz, North Ossetia is also available (sce annexes 37
A and B).

Al 18:05, in an Interview with Russian radio station “Echo Moskyi,” deputy Commander of
Don Cossack Forces Vladimir Voronin confirmed that “volunteer” (i.c. mercenary) battalions
had been formed in Southern Russia and were ready to be deployed in South Ossetia, while the
representative ol South Ossetian de [acto authorities in Moscow Dimitry Medoey declared that
the first squads of “volunteers” (i.e. mercenaries) from Russia had already reached South
Ossetia (sec annex 38). '

During the day, 40 units of sclf-propelled artillery and a reconnaissance battalion of the 33rd
Motor Rille Mountain Brigade from Botlikh, Dagestan were deployed in South Ossetia through
the Roki Tunncl, in addition io that 30 artillery guns were brought into Java district. Some unils
of the 58th Army were reported to be mobilized ncar the Roki Tunnel in North Ossetia, Russia,
including the 135th Separate Motor Rifle Regiment from Prokhladniy, Kabardino-Balkaria and
the 693rd Motor Rifle Regiment from Zaramag, North Ossetia (Georgian intelligence data,
HUMINT). -
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In the evening hours, several tanks and military trucks with armed scldiers were seen moving
towards the central government controlled village Avnevi, Frone valley (Georgian intelligence
data, HUMINT).

e August 5-6, Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvili sought phone conversation with President

Medvedev. All attempts were declined by the Russian side.

Angust &

During the night, several uniis of ammor {including BTR and BMP vehicles, as well as sclf-
propelled artillery systems) were brought into South Ossctia from the Russian Federation and
deployed near the southern entrance of the Roki Tunnel (Georgian intelligence data, HUMINT).

In the morning Russian and local emplovecs working on the Russian miulitary base in Uskhinvali
were temporarily dismissed. Shops and other offices were closed, as reported by the de facto
regime’s local television. '

At 16:00, South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces opened mortar fire from villages
Prinevi, Ubiat, and Khetagurovo (the latter was the mato artillery base of the de facto regime
irregular forces) at the central government conirolled villages Eredvi, Zemo Prisl. Avnevi,
Dvani and Nuli. Georgian police and peacckeeping checkpoints in village Nuli were
additionally targeted by armored vehicle and machine-gun fire, Thig attack continued until
19:00.

At 18:00. South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces attacked Sarabuki heichts, where
Georgian peacekespers were stationed wounding three members of the Georglan battalion of the
Joint Peacekeeping Forces {(see again annex 33).

At 20:00, arlillerv attacks from Khetagurovo on the central government controlled villages
Ercdvi, Zemo Prisi, Avnevi, Dvani, and Nuli resumed and lasted until 96:00.

From August ¢ onwards no monitoring has been conducted by the Joint Peacckeeping Forces in
the conflict zone, despile of the reguest by the Georgian battalion of the Joint Peacckeeping
Forces.

August 7

AL 00:135, South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces began attacking villages Eredvi, Zemo
Prisi and Vanati with artillery, including mortars and grenade launchers, The fighting in this
area continued until approximately 10:00 in the moming.

At 03:25, the MIA of Georoia obtained the first communication intercepl according (o which a
Russian military unit that included tanks and military trucks loaded with soidiers entered the
Roki Tunnel (sec annexes 39 and 40 for the telephone intercept and its _trans-cripﬂ.

AL 03:41, a large number of armored vehicles, tanks and military trucks of the Russian regular
armv streamead into the Roki Tunnel and deploved in Java disirict as confirmed by two mobile
telephone conversations intercepted by the MIA of Ceorgia (see annexes 41-46 for the
telephone intercepts and their transcripts). Numerous articles in the Russian press also confirm
that Russian army units, namely parts of the 653rd and 135th motor riflc reciments of the 38th
army, had entered South Ossctia prior to August 8 {see annexes 47-67 for media stories). As
reported by South Ossetian de facto regime’s main newspaper “Tuznaia Ossetia”. on thal night




head of South Qssetian proxyv authorities Liduard Kokoitv travelled from Tskhinvali to Java
district “in order to_meet with representatives of the Russian Minjstry of Defense” (see annex

68).

At 09:30, the M1A of Georgia intercepted a telephone eonversation in which @ member of South
Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces revealed their plans to atrack Georgian villages Avnovi
in Frone valley and Dvani in Kareli district (see annexes 69 and 70 for the lelephone intercept
and ilg transcript). '

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Georgia released an alarmed statement thar Russian military
hardware and armament, which had been used to raid peaceful villages in Tskhinvali
Region/South Ossctia kept penetrating Georgta through the Roki Tunnel. The MFA assessed
this as a step of aggression by the Russian Federation. The statement was also distributed by the
Georgian limbassy in the European Union (see annex 71), '

In a 10:42 interview with Russian TV and news agencics, head of South Ossetian proxy
authorities Eduard Kokoity declared that if the Georgian government did not withdraw-its forces
from the regton, he would start “to wipe them out” (see annexes 72 and 73 lor Kokoity’s
statement), referring to Georgian peacekeepers and police.

At 11:00, South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces resumed the shelling of the central
government controlled villages Null and Avnevi from village Khetagurovo, Znaurt district.
Georgian police officers returned fire towards Khetagurovo, where the shelling came from.

put Abkhazian armed forces on alert in order to provide military assistance to South Gssctia and
that a baitalion from the North Caucasus military district of Russiz had already entercd
Tskhinvali Region (this statement was broadcasted by Russian TV at 17:00. see annex 77}.

At 12:30, Georgian President Mikheil Saakashvily, speaking with journalists at the military
hospital in Gori (where he visited the three Georglan peacekeepers wounded on August 6),
realfitmed that despite the deadly altacks on the ceniral government controlled villages, the
Georgian government was showing maximum restraint. Saakashvili also called on Russia to “to
recall its officials” serving in the proxy regime {see annex 74).

At 14:00, the Georgian peacckeeping checkpoint in Avnevi was heavily shelled with 100mm
and 120mm artillery again by a South Ossetian proxy regime irregular forces unit located in
village Khetagurovo, destroying the Georgian peacekeeping unit's armored vehicle, killing two
Georgian peacckeepers Shalva Trapaldze and Viali Takadze and wounding five others (sec
again annex 33). The shelling continued until 16:00. Georgian peacckeepers and police returned
firc in self-defense. Later the MIA of Georgia intercepted a phone call, during which a member
of the de facto regume irregular forces confirmed the fact of blowing up an armored vchicle of
Georgian peacckeepers in Avinevi with a cannon (see anpmexes 75 and 76 fov the ielephone
infcrcept and its transeript).

At the same time, Georgian authoritics received military intelligence that Russian troops (which
had never re-deployed from July’s North Caucasus military exercises) were pul on high alert
and have received orders to prepare to move towards the Georgian border.

After the attack on Avnevi peacckecping checkpoint and responding to the increasing invasion
risk, at 14:30, thc Ministry of Defense of Georgia declared the mobilization of its forces,
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including armored vehicles, tanks and artillery in the direction of the administrative border of
Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia. :

From about 15:00 to 17:00, Georgian Special Envoy and State Minister for Reintegration Temur
Yakobashvill visited the conflict zone to meet with representatives of the proxy authorities.
After the refusal, meeting was arranged with the Commander of the Joint Peacekeeping Forces
General Marat Kulakhmetov in Tskhinvali, who stated that he could not contact Eiduard Kokolty
and that Russian peacekeepers could not stop the attacks by the de facto regime irregular forces.
Meanwhile, the Special Fnvoy of the Russian Foreign Ministry Yuri Popoy, failed o arrive in
Tskhinvali and mediate preliminary agreed ceasefire Lalks, citing “a flat tire™ and refusal by the
de facto authorities (in a phone conversation with Yakobashvil).

At around 17:00, alter the Commander of the Joint Peacekeeping Forces Maral Kulakhmetov
refused to give additional security guarantees o Georgian peacckeepers stationed in the town of
Tskhinvali, the Commander of Georgian peacekeepers Mamuka Kurashvili ordered officers of
the Georgian peacekeeping battalion to leave the headquarters of the Joint Peacckeeping Forces
in Tskhinvali.. '

At 17:10, in spite of casualties among Georgian peacekeepers and the shelling of the central

. government controlled villages, Georgian law enforcers and peacekeepers unilaterally ceased

fire to defuse tensicns. This decision was communicated by Georgian State Ministor for
Reintegration Temur Yakobashvyili to the Commander of the Joint Peacekeeping Forces General
Marat Kulakhmetov at 17.00.

At 18:40, Georgian State Minister for Reintegration lemur - Yakobashvili said at a press

“conference in I'bilisi that he stifi sought to contact South Ossetian de facto authorities, but

without success.

At 19:10, In a nation-wide tclevised address, President Saakashvili confirmed unilateral
ceaselire and called the Russian authorities and de facto regimes for negotiations (scc annex 78
for Saakashvili’s staternent), '

A1 19:55, the M1A of Georgla intercepted a phone call, according to which members of South
Ossctian de facto regime irregular forces planned an artillery attack on Georgian villages (see
annexes 79 and 80 for the telephone intercept and its ransceript).

At 20:30, South Osscrian de facto regime irregular forces resumed the shelling of Georgian
peacekeepers and, police officers located in village Avnevi, Fronc valley. The fire again came
from Khetagurave. The OSCE MMOs confirmed the ceasefire broken at 22:00.

At 22:30, South Ossctian de facto regime irregular forces fired at the central government
controlled villages Zemo Prisi and Tamarsheni in Big Liakhvi valley from Tskhinvali and the
mountain of Tliakuna.

At 23:30, South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces intensified artillery fire on all
positions of Georgian police and peacekeepers in Big Liakhvi, Little Liakhvi and Frone valleys,
cspecially villages Avnevi, Nuli, Tamarasheni and Kurta. The pelice station in Kurta was
destroved.

At the same time, Georgian government received multiple human intelligence reports that about
150 armored vehicles and trucks with Russian soldiers were approaching the Roki Tunne!l from
Russia and moving towards Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia. Later multiple intercepis of



phone conversations among the de facte security and military officials that took place in
between 02:20 and 04:30 on August 8 confirm that Russian military columns were stretched
from the Roki Tunnel to village Java {see annexes 81-86 for tclephone infercepts and their
transcripls). '

Late in the evening, a cyber attack was launched against Georgia’s governmental and civilian
internet facilities. A large number of Georgia’s internet servers were seized and placed under
external control (see anncx 87 for a detailed study of the Russian-sponsored cyber attack against
Georgia).

At 23:35, in response to the Intrusion of Russian regular army into Georgia and the continued
shelling of the central government controlled villages in the conflict zone, the President of
Georgia Milkheil Saakashvili issucd three orders to the Joint Stafl of the Ministry of Défense: 1)
to protect civilians in Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia; 2) lo neutralize the firing positions [rom

which the fire against civilians, Georgian peacekeeping units and police originated; and 3) to

halt the movement of regular units of the Russian Fedcration through the Roki Tunnel inside
Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia. Georgian government forces started military action in order to
fulfill the orders of the President. '

At 23:35, Georgian Armed Forces artillery units started firing smoke bombs and, subsequently,
at 23:30 openced fire at both fixed and moving targets of enemy forces on the territory of
I'skhinvali Region/South Ossetia,

August 8

=]

At 00:15, Georgian armed forces launched ground operation on the left and right flanks,
supported by the artillery.

At 00:23, the Commander of the Joini Peacekeeping Forces Marat Kulakhmetov in a phone
conversation with the Commander of Georgian peacekeepers Mamuka Kurashvili admitted that
Russian peacekeepers were providing coordinates of the positions Georgian armed forces Lo the
South Ossctian proxy regime militants” artillery (see annexes 87 A and B for the telephone
conversation and its transcript).

At 02:37, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs of Russia Grigory Karasin telephoned Georgian
Minister of Forelgn Alfairs Grigol Vaghadze and informed him that Russian armed forces were
starting military operation in Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia citing casualties among Russian
peacekeepers as a rcason for this decision. Although, the first encounter between Georgian
forces and Russian peacekeepers took place at 06:00, at least threc hours later than Karasin’s
phone call. : '

At 04:10, Russian ambassador to Georgla Vaicheslav Kovalenko, in the course of a visit to the
Georgian Ministry of Toreign Affairs, toid Minister Grigol Vashadze thal the Russian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs was removed from the decision-making process and hence all decisions were
made by the General Staft of the Russian Ministry of Defense. '

By 05:00, Georglan armed forces seized control of a significant number of villages around
Tskhinvali including 'Usinagari, Grchosani, Didmukha, Muguti, Gromi, Okona, Artsevi and part

-of Dmenisi.

At 05:20, incoming Russian troops passed village Java crossing the Gupta bridge and advancing
on the Dzarl bypass road. which Is confirmed by a telephone conversation intereepied by the
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MIA of Georgia (sce annexes 88 and 89 for the (elephone intercept and its transcript). At 06:35
Georgian artillery and military aireralt conducted targeted attacks on the Gupta bridge and the
moving Russian column (Georgian aviation has made no operational {lights since then). Soon
afler that, two more columns of Russian troops entered the Roki Tunnci and advanced south by
the Geri-Dmenisi road,

By 06:00, Georgian armed forces seized control of village Khetagurovo, by 07:00 of village
Znauri and by 08:00 of villages Kokhati, '

At around 06:00, special forces of the MIA ol Georgia equipped with “Cobra” type armorced
vehicles and reinforeed by several tanks from the MOD of Georgia, moved [rom village Zemo
Nikozi towards the outskirts of Tskhinvali in order to suppress the fire at that village coming
from the proxy regime militants located in the southwestern part of the town, the so cailed
“Shanghai™ suburb. The MIA special forces encountered sniper and massive armored vehicle
cannon fire from the Russian peacekecping headquarters “Verkhniy Gorodok™ located on the
southwestern edge of the town and were compelled to return fire and ask for tank support as
well. In fact, the roof of the main building of “Verkhniy Goredok™ was used by encmy for
corrccting artillery fire against Georgian armed forces, which is confirmed by an article in the
South Osselian press {sce annex 90).

From 09:30 until 11:03, Russian aviation bombed villages in Gori and Kareli districts and the

town of Gori.

AL 11:00, special forces of Georgian MIA and MOD with “Cobra” type armored vehicles,
reinforced by a tank battalion, entered Tskhinvali from village Zemo Nikozi. They came under
firc from different buildings in the town which were used by South Ossetian de facto regime
irregular forces for combal purposcs (scc anncxes 91-94 for press articles confirming the usage
of peacekeeping, administrative and civilian objects as shields by Russian troops and South
Qssetian frrcgular forces (see also annex 37 A, p.14 and TTuman Rights Watch “Tlp Tn Flames -
Humanitarian Law Violations and Civilian Victims in the Conflict over South Ossetia,” pp. 87-
127, at btw: e wiy ivw.orgrsiies/defanltfilesreportsioeorgiad 1 68 web pdf).

Simultanecusly, at around 11:00, Russian military aircraft and artillery started to bomb
Tskhinvali, as well as cother locations in Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia (see annexes 95 and
96 for articles containing evidence that Russian artillery and aviation bombed Tskhinvali),
South Ossetlan de facio regime irrcgular forces even shot down a Russian SU-25 plane, which
was bombing Tskhinvali assuming 11 was Georglan {see anmexes 97 and 98). 11 is a proved fact
that Georgian aviation had only undertaken flights at 06:35 and none of its aircraft has been lost,

By 14:30, Georgian forces took control of most of Tskhinvali - its southern and central parts,
while fighting continued in the northern part of the town.

At 15:00, Georgian armcd forces declared a 3-hour unilateral ceasefire to establish a
humanitarian corridor, The Russians used the ccascfire to advance towards Tskhinvali by the
Dzari road and towards Dmenisi by the Geri-Dmenisi road.

In between 13:00 to 19:05, Russian aviaiion bombed the city of Thilist (Vaziani) and the towns
of Marneuli, Bolnisi and Gori.

At 18:45, one column of Russian tanks, armored vehicles and trucks approached Tskhinvali by
the Dzari road. Two more columns were stopped near village Dmenisi. Russian forces opened.



intensive fire on Georgian armed (orces located in Dmenisi, in Tskhinvali and on the
neighboring heights.

e At 20:30, Georgian lorces withdrew from the center of Tskhinvali and regrouped, holding their
positions in the southern parts of the town.

s By 22:00, Russian treops approached Big Liakhvi valley from the north, but (ailed to enter it,
suffering heavy losses caused by Georgian artillery fire and also stopped moving on the Dvan
road towards Tskhinvali.

e Al 23:45, Russian aviation again bombed Tbilist (Vaziani},

e At 23:50, Russian forces bombed the town of Poti (in western Georgia) with Tochka-U/8S8-21
missile.

Angrst 9
e At 00: 40, Russian forees again bombed Poti.

o During the night, Georgian forces maintained control of the southern part of Tskhinvali.
Georgian armed forces units stationed in western Georgla, including the brigade at the Senaki
military base, were relocated Lo Tskhinvali Region/South Gssetia in order to support the military
operation on the lefl flank.

s Early in the morming, Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin arrived in Vladikavkaz, North
Ossetia to oversee the military operation (see annex 99 for the record of this meeling).

¢ In the morning, Abkhazian de facto authonties demanded UNOMIG Lo leave Upper Abkhazia
as they, together with the Russian army units, were going to start.a military operation in order to
oust Georgian police from the Gorge. UNOMIG complied and immediately left the area.

s At 09:25, Russian aviation bombed Kopitnari airport near the city of Kutaisi (in western
Georgia).

» In between 09:50 and 11:05, Russian aviation bombed the town of Gori and the nearby village
Shavshvebl,

e At 11:40, Russian forces, including airbome troops started to enter Tskhinvali (rom the north-
west and from village Theti.

» At 12:00-13.00, additional forces of Georgian MOD entered Tskhinvali and encountered
massive resistance from Russian troops abusively using armed vehicles with peacekeepers
identification marks.

e Trom 13:00 to 15:00, Georgian and Russian troops engaged in intensive fighting in the center of
Tskhinvali, Georgian forces mostly controlled the southem part of the town, while Russian
forces amassed in its northern part. '

s [n between 13:40 and 14:40, Russian military aircraft bombed the central government controlled
villages in Upper Abkhavia/Kodori Gorge, including the district’s administrative cenler
Chkhalta.
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e Al 15:50, Abkhazian dc facto government announced that it had decided to send iis armed
forces towards the administrative border and to start a military operation in order to oust
Georgian police from Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge (see annex 100),

» At 16:00, Russian Black Sea Flect cntered Georgian territorial waters and staried to patrol the
coast of Abkhazia (see annex 101},

* In between 16:05 and 18:35, Russian aviation bombed the territory of Oni district (western
(icorgia),

o At 16:40, Russian navy blocked Moldovan ship “Lotus-1,” carrving wheat, from entering the
Poti port.

» At 17:00, additional Russian troops entored 'I'skhinvali. Confronting the Russian air, artillery
and ground ofTensive, Georgian forces maintained control of the southern part of T'skhinvali and
the surrounding villages until late in the cvening,

» By 21:00, Russian troops advanced on the Geri-Dmenisi road towards Dmenisi.

= By 22:00, Georgian armed forces seized control of villages Theti and Galuanii to (he west of
Tskhinvali. '

» Late in the evening, a Russian motorcade consisting of 30 armored vehicles led by the
Commander of the 38th Army General Anatoly Khruliov was destwroved by Georgian armed
forces at the northwestern entrance of Tskhinvali,

»  At22:20, Russian aviation again bombed Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge.

s At 22:30, Georgian armed forces began a phased retreat from Tskhinvali and during the night
re-positioned themselves south of the town.

» At 23:50, Russian aviation bombed the town of Senaki (in western Georgia).

August 10

= During the night and early in the morning, more than 300 Russian tanks and armored vehicles,
together with more than 10 000 troops passed through the Roki Tunncl.

e At 04:00, Russian troops occupied Big Liakhvi valley,

® At 05:30, Russian aviation bombed Thilisi (Vaziani} and Baku-Supsa oil pipeline near 1'bilisi.

» In between 06:00 and 11:30, Russian aireraft bombed Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge.

» At 10:00, Georglan armed forces lefl Frone valley, which was immediately captured by Russian
troops.

e By 11:00, Russian Black Sca Tleet ships approached Gchamchive seaport. More than 4000

airhome troops landed on the coast.



At around 11:00, Georgian police started to evacuate civilian population from Upper
Abkhazia/Kodor Gorge.

~Tn between 12:20 and 15:15, Russian aviation heavily bombed Upper Abkbazia/Kodori Gorge.

At 14.00, Turkish TV crew, heading towards Tskhinvali, was attacked on the road. Two
journalists Levent Oztrk and Gurai Ervin were wounded.

In the afternoon (exact time unknown) two Georgian journalists Alexander Klimehuk and Giga
Chikhladze were taken hostages and murdered by South Gssetian militia in Vskhinvali.

At 15:00, Russian troops started to advance south from Tskhinvali in the direction of village
Megvrekist, Gorl distriet.

AL 15:10, Russtan aviation bumbed village Knolevi in Kareli district.

At 15:30 Russian avialion bombed Gorl,

Af 15:40 Russian aviation bombed village Anaklia in Zugididi district.

At 16:10, Russian aviation bombed Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Grﬁrgc"

A1 16:20, Russian aviation agaim bombed village Anaklia in Zugididi district.
By 17:00, Russian tﬁmps caplured village Megvrekisi in Gort district.

At 17:20, Russian aviation again bombed Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge.

At 17:40, head of Abkhazian de facto authoritics Scrgey Bagapsh declared mobilization and
martial law on the territory of Abkhazia (see annex 102).

By 18:30, Russian troops and Abkhazian de facto regime irrcgular forces deployed along the
administrative border at river Iinguri (see annex [03).

Al 18:40, Russian aviation bombed Thilisi (vadar near airport).

At 19:30, the MFA of Georgia handed a diplomatic note te the Russian Embassy offering an
immediate Georgian ceasefire.

At 19:40, Russian aviation bombed Senaki and Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge.

In between-20:20 and 22:10, Russian aviation bombed Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge.

Al 22:30, Russian troops crossed lhe administrative border at river Inguri and entered
Samegrelo region, which was empty of Georgian armed forces since, as noted above, Georaian
regular troops staitoned in western Georgia had been relocated to Tskhinvali Region/South

Ossetia carly in the morning of August 9.

At 23:55, Russian aviation bombed village Shavshyebi in Gorl district.
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¢ - By late evening, civilian population began to Icave the town of Gori and the villages in Gori
district.

Auguast 11

= DBy 01:00, Russian troops occupied village Kheitt in Small Liakhvi valley and villages Nikozi
and Ergneti south to Tskhinvali, as well as advanced towards villages Khviti and Brotsleti in
Gort district.

s In between 00:20 and 03:30, Russian aviation bombed Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge.

» [n between 02:45 and 03:20, Russian aviation bombed the territory of Khelvachauri district in
Adjara (southwestern Georgia).

s At 04:10, Russjan aviation bombed I'bilisi (radar near airport) and Shiraki airficld in Kakheti
(eastern Georgia).

s AU035:25, Russian aviation bombed Gori.

e At 07:10. Russian aviation bombed Senaki and villages Ganmukhuri and Anaklia in Zugdidi
district.

e At 10:00, Russian artillery bombed village J:redvl Greorgian armed fovees started to withdraw to
the south in Gori district.

» By 11:00, Russian forces occupied the Small Liakhvi valley, including village Eredvi.
» At 11:30, Russian troops started to advance south towards villages Variani and Tkviavi in Gori
district, occupying a number of villages on the way, including Khviti, Kelktsculi, Brotsleti and

Tirdznisi.

* By 12:00, Georgian police finished the evacuation of clvilian population fiom Upper
Abkharia/Kodori Gorge.

® By 16:45, Russian troops and Abkhazian de facto regime irreqular lorces occupied \1I|c1u:
Khurcha, Zugdidi district.

e By 17:00, Russian woops entered the town of Zugdidi, occupicd most administrative buildings
and presented an uliimatum to the local police to surrender weapons (see annexes 104 and 1 03).

o At 17:00, Georgian armed forces in Gori district started to withdrew south to the town of Gori.
e At 18:10, Russian forces occupied village Shindisi, Gorl district.

« AL 13:20. South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces enfered village Beloti in Small
Liakhvi valley and took the remaining local population as hostages.

e At 19:00, a camp for 1DPs was set up in Tbilisi.

® At 19:05, Russian aviation bombed Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge,



By 19:30, Russian troops cntered the town of Senaki in western Georgia and severely damaged
the infrastructure of the military base near the town.

At 20:00, a Russian military column consisting of 70 units of heavy armor and around 600
soldiers moved from Zugdidi district in the dircction of the Jvari pass and the town of Khaishi
(from where they could eventually access Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge). In order to avoid
encirclement by enemy forces, Georgian police started to withdraw from Upper
Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge.

By 20:00, Russian troops conlinued to move south in Gori district towards the town of Gori and
stopped near villages Variani and Tkyiavi.

At 20:25, the Ministry of Economic Development of Georgia was notified that Russian Black
Sea Fleet prevented cargo ships “Castor™ and “Asha” trom entering the Poti port.

By 22:00, Georgian armed lorces withdrew to the town of Mtskheta in order to defond the

capital Thilisi.

August. 12

Af 01:30, Russian aviation bombed village Ruisi in Kareli district and the town of Kaspi.
A103:00, Georgian police finished withdrawing from Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge.

At 09:30, Russian aviation bombed Gori.

AL 11:00, Russian airborne troops and Abkhazian de [acto regime irregular forces launched a
ground attack in Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge.

At 11:30 and 12:00, Russian forces bombed Baku-Supsa oil pipeline and the town of Gorl with
[skander-M/S5-26 missiles. The missiles were dropped on and near the central square of the
town, killing & civilians and injuring 15. A cameraman of Dutch TV Stan Storimans was killed,
Greek TV channel journalist Filios Stangos and Isracli jouralists Zadok Yehezkeli were
wounded (later- Human Rights Watch found out that this was a RBK-250 cluster bomb,
coniaining 30 P'TAB 2.5M sub-munitions, sec annex 106 for HRW statement).

At 12:40, Russian President Dimitry Medvedey announced that he had ordered to end the
military operation in Georgia.

At 14:00, Russian aviation bombed villages in Kaspi and Khashuri districts.

At 15:00, Russian Black Sca Fleet ships attacked and damaged Georgian Coast Guard vessels,
By 15:30, Russian troops scized control of many villages in Gorl and Kareli districts. South
Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces starfed to ravage the occupied Georglan villages,
brutally massacring the local population.

In the afternoon (exact time unknown), a Russian helicopler opened fire at a minibus “Ford-

Transit” (no: TBS442) on the main highway near Gori, which was transporting passengers from
western Georgia to Thilisi, killing 9 civilians (see annex 107 for photo).
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o DBy 16:00, Russian troops reached the main highway and cut the road conncction between
eastern and western (Georgia.

¢ At 16:00, Russian troops entered the town of Gort,
e At 16:30, Russian troops captured TV and Radio transmitter station in village Akhaldaba, Gori
district, destroying its equipment, killing one employce: Moris Papuashvili and Injuring two:

Vakhtang Shavdatuashvili and Merab Khekhelashvili,

e At 17:00, Abkhazian de facto regimce irrcgular forecs occupied villages Zemo Ajara and Kvemo
Ajara in Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge,

» At [7:30, Abkhazian de facto regime frregular forces oceupled village Ganmukhuri, Zugdidi
district and organivzed a checkpoint there.

o AL 18:00, Russian Black Sea Fleet ships attacked and sank Georgian ships harbored in the Poti
port (see annex 108).

s By 18:30, South Ossctian dc facto regime irregular forces ravaged villages Disevi and Karaleti
in Gorl district, attacking the local civilian population.

« By 19:00, a Russian military column consisting of 70 units of heavy armor and around 600
soldiers moved through the Jvari pass and reached the town of Khaishi (in northwesiern

Georgia), blocking the road to Upper Abkhazia from the east.

= DBy 21:30, South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces brutally assaulted and abused the
population of villages Kordi, Mereti and Tkviavi in Gori district.

o At 20:40, Abkhazian de facto regime irrcgular forces fully occupied Lipper Abkharia/Kodori
(Gorge.

e Ar21:50, Russian troops looted the Senaki military base, taking away arms and equipment.

e At 22: 52, three Turkish journalists were robbed and deprived of their car ncar village Karaleti,
Gori districl, '

¢ By 23:00, many villages in Gori district, including Berbuki, Rekha, Svencti, Kheltubani,
Karaleti and others, were reported to be ravaged by South Ossctian de lacto regime irregular
forces.

s By latc cvening, the six-point ceasefire plan was suceesstully brokered by President Nicolas

Sarkozy between Presidents of Georgia and Russia.

Chronology of Russian Air Bombings of Georgia in August 2008

Pate and time of air bombing | Area

= .
8 Aug —(9:30-00:44 Village Shavs hvebi, Gori District
i 8 Aug —10:23-10:43 I Village Variani, Kareli District .
8 Aug —10:50-11:04 - Village Tkviavi, Gori District




8 Aug— 13:07-15:21

| Town of Gori

City of Thbilisi, Vaziani airdrome and airplane

factory

8 Aug — 15:50-16:20

Town of ",I.\}Témeuli
Town of Bolnisi

8 Aug - 16:39-17:06

8 Ang—18:29-18:58

80 Aug —2344-0036

Town of Marneuli

Town of (r(‘ri

City of Tbilisi, Vaziani airdrome and. airfjlane
__factory_ :

8 Aug —23: 50

Town of Poti (with “Tochka-U"/SS-21)

8-9 /\ug—ﬂ 50-00:23
9 Aug —00:41-01:04

9 Aug —09:23-09:45

Town of Poti

B | '-IZopitnari Alrport near the city of Kutaisi

9 Aug —09:52-10:24
9 Aug—10:21-10:46

Town of Gori

O Aug—10:29-11:04

Village Shavshvebi, Gori Districl

|9 Aug - 13:42-13:50

9 Aug— 14:03-14:11
| 9 Aug— 14:26-14:39

Large part of Kodori Gorge, Upper Ahkhazia

Village Omarishara, Upper Abkhazia

Village Ajara, Upper Abkhazia

9 Aug ~ 14:26-14:39

9 Aug ~ 16:04-16:14

Village Chkhalta. Upper Abkhazia

Village Ixomandbh Oni District

S Aug—17:39-17: 50
G Aug - 17:39-17:30
| 9 Aug — 18:24-18:34

9 Aug—22:20-22:30

]echma(uorﬁe Oni DI‘EU‘I(‘I

Village Chkhalta, Upper Abkhazia
Village Gentsvisi, Upper Abkhazia

| 9-10 Aug — 03:50-00:2

lOAuQ 05:27-03: 47

10 Aug - 06:02-09:15

.TOV\II of Senali

City ol Tbilisi, Vaziani airdrome and airplanc

faator»

V]]laﬂc A_ arg, Upper A bkhaz]a
Village Chichalta, Upper Abkhazia

| Village Urla, Zugdidi District

10 Aug — [ 1:25-11:27

Village Tsedisi, Oni District

10 Aug— 12:22-12:26
10 Aug —13:51-13:55

Village Chkhalta, Upper Abkhazia

10 Aug — 15:05-15:15

Large pari of Kodor Gorze, Upper Abkhaia

10 Aug — 15:09-15:24

Village Knolevi, Kareli District

{10 Aug - 15:28-15:39

Town of Goni

10 Aug — 15:40-15:50

Village Anaina,_i_z’Sué&idi District

10 Aug — [6:09-16:14

Large part of Koderi Gorge, Uppu" Abkhazia_

10 Aug—16:20-16:35

Village Anaklia, Zupdidi DBistrict

IOAug:—l? 21-17:35

Large part of Kodori (nO]é,c Upper AbK] hazia

10 Aug ~ 18: 42-19:16

City of Thilisi, Leninisi Radar Station near
International Alrport

Thilisi

i 0 Aug — 19:40-20:03

10 Aug—20:23-20:27

| Town of Senaki

Parts of Kodori Gorge, Upper Abkhazia

| Parts of Kodori Gorge, Upper Abkhazia

10 Aug —22:03-22:09

Village Gentsvisi, Upper Abkhazia

10'Aug — 23:54-00:00

11 Aug-00:19-00:39

Village Shav qh\mb] Gori District

Parts of Kodori Gorge, Upper Abkhazia

11 Aug — 02:09-02:40

Village Chkhalta, Upper Abkhazia

211 Aug - 02:44-03:20

Village Shar ab1d/eeb1 Khelvachauri District
Village Kapandichi, Khelvachauri District
_Village Makho, Khelvachauri District

11 Aug — 03:03-03:29

Parts of Kodori (101*00 LUpper Abkhazia
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11 Aug — 04:12-04:50

City of Tbilisi, Leninisi Radar Station near Thilisi |
International Alrport
Shirakt Airficld, Dedoplistsikaro Distrfct

11 Aug — 05:25-06:15

Town of Gori

11 Aug —07:10-07:20

Village Ganmukhuri, Zugdidi District
Village Anaklia, Zugdidi District
Town of Senaki

11 Aug -~ 19:05-19:10

Parts of Kodori Gorge, L'p};er;\l?kﬁazm -

12 Aug — 01:30-02:00

Village Ruist, Karcli Thstrict
Town of Kaspi, Railway Station
Town of Kaspi, Heidelberg Cement Factory

12 Aug —08:30-10:55

Town of Gorl

12 Aug—11:30

| 12 Aug— 12:00 (approx.)

Balu-Supsa il Pipeline, 27 km scetion {with -
“Iskander-M"/88-26)

Town of Gori (with “Iskander-M*/55-26)

12 Aug — 14:00-14:15

13 Aug —muorning, exacl time unknown

Village Agara, Khashuri district
Village Sakorinto, Kaspi District

Village Sakasheli, Gori District
Village Okami, Kaspi District

_Date and 1ime unknown
- Date and {ime unknown

\f_illagc..l<_arbi: Gori Dislricl

Oni district  (with “*Tochka-U7/S8-21), found
unexploded

" Date and time unknown

Village Sinaguri, Java Disiriel (\\;'ii_h' “Tochka- i
U/88-21), found unexploded. _ |

# Russian armed forces used SU-24, SU-25, 5U-27 and MIG-29 type military aircraft, as well as

strategic bombers TU-22M to attack Georgia.

s Georgian armed forces shot down 14 Russian military aircraft and detained two Russian pilots:
Igor Zinov (a pilot of SU-24M) and Viachcslay Malkov (a pilot of ‘TU-22M), which were
properly treated at GGeorgian hospitals and later handed over to the Russian side.

Civilian, Military, Police and Journalist Casunalties of the War

Citizens of Georgia killed

Total: 412
Military: 170
Civilian: 28
Police: [gx*

*among them 10 are missing in action (sce annex 109)
**among them 3 are missing in action (see annex 110)

Citizens of Georgia wounded

Total: 1747
Military: 973
Civilian; 347
Police: 227
Journalists



Kiiled: : 3 {1 international, 2 Georgians).
Wounded: ' 4 (4 internationals).

Chronology of E__s_-‘__ents: August 2008 (continued)

Augnst 13

AT 01:05, residents of villages Nikozi, Tkviavi and Karaleti in Gori district were reported taken
hostages by South Qssetian de facto regime frregular forces.

L]

« By 07:00, Russian aviation bombed villages in Gori and Kaspi districts.

e At 08:00, residents of village Karaleti in Gori districl were reported 1o be attacked and abused.
e At 09:20, additional Russian troops with armor entered Gord.

s [3y 12:00, Russian soldic.rs looled and destroyed the military basc ol artillery brigade near Gori.

e At 13:00, Russian troops cnteved village Atotsi, Kareli district. South Ossetian de facto regime
irregular forces followed them and ravaged the village.

= At 13:05, Russian soldiers entered village Pakhulani, Tsalenjikha district.
» At 14:00, Russlan troops blew up three Georgian Coast Guard vessels in the Poti port.
¢ By [5:00, numercus cases of looting reported in Gori.

e At 16:10, Russian froops started to move from Gori on the main highway and turned o the left
towards village Orchosani, Akahlgori district.

e At 17:15, atrocities by South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces were reported in villages
Tseronisi and Knolevi, Kareli district,

e DBy 20:00, population fled [rom the town of Karell and villages Breti and Aradeti in Kareli
district. The abandoned villages were looted by South Gssetian de facto regime irregular forces.

August 14

e By 11:00, Russian troops continued dc.s'troying Georgian military installations in Senaki.

® At 12:00, additional Russian troops entered Zugdidi and Poti.

» At 12:05, South Ossetian dc facto regime irregular Forces robbed three journalists of Canadian
TV channel CBT near the town of Gori, ook away their car, equipment and passports. The

accident happened in the presence of Russian soldicrs, who did not react.

e At 14:00, additional Russian troops entered Gori.
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e At 14:40, additional Russian troops entered village Mejvriskhevi in Gori district and villages
Ruisi and 'sveri in Kareli district.

e At 15:40, Russian soldiers robbed scveral Georgian police officers and took away their car near
village Doghlauri, Karcli distriet.

s At 16:00, four Tsracli journalists, including “Haarctz” conespondent Anshel Pfeffer and
photographer Nir Kafii, wers robbed by Russian soldiers in Gorl.

s At 16:30, looting by South Ossctian irregulars reporicd in villages Brotsleti, Mejvriskhevi,
Gorijvari in Gori district and Breti in Kareli disfrict.

e Al 17:00, a joumalist of the Georgian Public Broadeasting company Tamar Urushadze was
wounded by a direct sniper shot in a hand during a live broadcast near Gori.

« At 18:30, lootings reported from villages Agara and NDzevera in Kareli distriet.
e By 19:10, Russian troops strengthened their checkpoints in Zugdidi.

+ In the evening (exact time unknown) South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forees robbed
ihree Czech journalists, including Marek Gureba, near Gori, took away their car and equipment.

s At 22:10, about 100 armored vehicles and trucks of Russian army moved from Zugdidi (o
Senakl, '

s At 23:50, looting and abuses ol civilians reported from villages Ruisi in Gorl district and

Mokhisi in Khashurl disirict.
August 15

o Ina |5 August interview with Russian newspaper “Kommersant,” head of South Ossetian de
facto authorities Tiduard Kokoity declared publicly that it was their goal to purge the Georgian
enclaves in South Ossetia so as not 1o allow ethnic Georglans to ever return to their homes (sec
annex 117 Tor Kokoity's statement, as well as annex 112 for a similar staiement by the de facto
parliament speaker Znaur Gasiev).

s At 08:00, Russian troops with 14 armored vehicles and 4 trucks moved from Scnaki and
stopped at river Abashistskali, in 40 kms west of the city of Kutaisl.

& At 09:30 about 20 Russian military trucks with soldiers moved from Senaki to Poti.
& At 10:30, South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces robbed Georgian freelance journalist
Margarita Akhylediani near viilage Sagolasheni, Kareli district, taking away her car, camera and

other belongings.

& At 13:00, Russian scldiers detained two journalists in Poti; T.asha Berulava, reporter of radio
“Imedi” and Murad Fartsvania, cameraman of TV Company “Odishi.” They were later released.

s At 15:30, several Russian helicoplers flew over the Borjomi district and dropped fire setting
bombs near village I'sagveri (The fire quickly spread in the Borjomi-Kharagauli National Park



and despite the huge efforts taken ultimately spread over 650 hectares ol forest land, totally
destroying 250 hectares).

At 16:10, four members of Namgalauri family were kidnapped from village Ghogheti, Karcli
district and taken towards village Znauri.

By 17:00, Russian troops robbed the buildings of Georgian Coast Guard in Poti and drove away
several boats towards the Abkhazian coast.

At 18:30, Russian troops — 9 armored vehicles accompanied by 3 Mi-24 helicopters — started to
move across the main highway towards Thilisi, They stopped and opened a checkpoint near
village Tgoeti, Kaspi district ~ in 20 kims from Thilisi.

At 21:00, Russian troops entered the town of Khashuri {in central (;borgm) and opened &
checkpoint there. About 10 Tanks were in thc obscrved in the town.

At 21:50, Russian troops continued their movement from Khashuri and entered the ncarby town
of Surami on the main highway.

At 23:30, Russian troops continued to move west from Khashuri and Surami. As reported by the
local pepulation, they intruded into the houses and deprived the population of food. Soen they
turned back and stopped in Khashuri.

August 16

At 00:30. looting and abuses of civilians by South Ossetian dc facto regime uregular forces
reporled from villages Abisi, Koda, Ptsa in Karcli districi.

AL 08:45, an additional column of Russian troops on tanks, armored vehicles and trucks entered
village Karaleti, Gori district.

At 10:15, 10 tanks of the Russian army hedded from lgoeti towards Khashuri and seven towards
Znauri, while 4 armored vehicles, onc crang and 10 army trucks (8 Urals, 2 Kamazs) entered the
Poti nort,

At 10:30, Russian aviation dropped fire-sctting bombs near village Khandaki in I(a%pl district,
sctting the nearby forest on fire,

At 12:30, Russian troops blew up the key railway bridge ncar village Grakali, Kaspi district,
cutting the railway conncction belween eastern and western Georgia.,

At 1300, two Russian trucks with soldiers moved from Surami through the Rikoti Tunnel (in
central Georgla) and passed village Khevi, Kharagauli distriel (in western Georgia). They werc
stopped by the patrol police of the MIA of Georgia near the town of Zestaponi.

By 14:30, 8 Russian armored vehicles with troops moved from Khashuri towards the town of
Sachkhere (in western Georgia), but were stopped near village Gomi by the patrol police of the
MIA of Georgia.

At 16:00, Russtans denicd to provide permission to the Turkish and Ukrainian planes to enter
(GGeorgian airspace in order (o take part in putting down the lorest (ires in Borjomi district,
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By [8:00, Russian troops with tanks and armored vchicles entered the town of Akhalgori, the

L]
center of Akhalgori district, in 40 kms north-west of Thilisi.

« AL 18:30, Russian aviation dl.‘opped fire-setting bombs in the forcsts around Surami, Khashuri
district.

e At 20:00, Russian troops were reported 1o have started proposing Russian passports to the local
population in Akhalgori district.

e At 21:15, additional Russian armored vehicles were deployed at the entrance of the town of
Akhalgori,

August 17

» At 1045, 21 Russian military trucks and 4 armored vehicles accompanied by 1 helicopter
entered the Senaki military base.

s At 11:25, about 100 members of South Ossetian de facto regime irrcgular (orces entercd the
town of Akhalgon.

s AL 11:30, some Russian troops moved towards villages Reka and Menji near Senaki.

e At 13:20, Russian MO announced that it had seized contrel over the property of Enguri
hydropower plant. '

o At 13:25, 8 Russian military helicopters landed at the Senaki military base.

e At 14:05, Russian troops mined roads in Mestia district (in northwestern Georgla).

e At 16:30, a Russian armored vehicle approached the Supsa oil terminal.

s At 19:30, Russian troops mined two bridges near the town of Kaspi.

Augnst 18

s At 11:00, Russian troops stationed at village lgoeti blocked the road leading to the town of
Kaspi.

¢ At 13:00, Russian froops started to move towards the towns of Sachkhere (in western Georgia)
and Borjomi (in southern Georgia). They were stopped near Borjomi by the Patrol Police of the
MIA of Georgla, but they managed to pass village Gomi and reach the Jvari pass in Sachkere
district and got stationed there.

¢ By 16:00, Russian soldiers exploded barracks and other installations at the Scnaki military base.

e Al 17:30, Russian armored vehicles began movement from village Ioocti towards the town of
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Akhalgori. Georgian police officers tried Lo stop them near village Lamiskana, but the Russians
crashed Georgian patrol police cars at the roadblock and continued their way towards Akhalgori
(see annex 113 for video).



¢ At 17:30, a Russian military aircraft entered Georglan airspace near Stepantsminda, Kasbegi
district (in northeastern Georgia), flew towards the Zhinvali dam, lew over it and returned to
Russia.

August 19

® At 01:00, 20 servicernen of the MOD of Georgia entered the Poti port in order to protect its
infrastructiire from looting. At 08:30, Russian troops entered the port, disarmed Georgian
soldiers and captured them. '

e At 12:30, Russian troops loaded concrete blocks on rails ncar village Gomi, blocking the
possible re-launch of rail transport.

» At 13:20, Russian troops lcad 6 blindfolded Georglan soldiers and six US owned TTummer
vehicles {tom the Poti port to the military base in Senaki.

e AL 14:50, some Russian troops moved from village Gomi towards the town of Sachkere and
stopped at the Jvari pass.

Aupust 20

a - Al 09:40 South Ossctian de facto authorities announced the creation of their adminisiration in
Alchalgori district (which they call Leningori), naming Valeri Karaev as the head of the do lacte
administration.

& Al 11:00, Russian tropps occupicd village Perevi in Sachkhere district (in western Georgia),
close o the adminisirative border with South Ossectia. They deployed over 50 soldiers and 3
tanks there.

e By 11:00, Russian troops did not allow the trucks with humanitarian aid to enter village Karaleti
in Gori district.

= At 12:00, Russian troops arrested the governor of Shida Katlt region Lado Vardrzelashvili at
one of the illegal Russian checkpoints near the town of Gori, as he was tryving to relcase the

trucks with humanitarian aid (o the lTocal population. He was released from detention after lwo
~ hours. '

® Al 14:00, houses were reporied puot on fire by South Osselian de fclo regime irregular forces in
village Dzevera, (Gori district.

» At 15:30, Russian troops organized a checkpoint at the entrance of the town of Poti.

e At 16:00, Russian troops entered village Chogha in Chkhorotsku district (in western Georgia),
with armored vehicles and starfed digging trenches.

e At 18:30, Russian military aircrall dropped fire-setting bombs in the forest near village Kiketi,
in 10 kims from Tbilisi. '

Aungust 21
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Chronology of Occupation: August 23 — October 8

¢ At 10:30, Russian troops started digging entrenchments in the town of Poti. Russian armored
vechicles and “Ural™ type trucks were reported deployed at Nabada, at the entrance of the town.

¢ At 10:35, French ambassador to Georgia Fric Fournier was blocked near Gori by Russian troops
on his way from Sachkhere to Thilisi. He was allowed to continue his drive only by 13:00.

= At 14:00, Russian embassy in Georgia issued a note to the MFA of Georgia, according to which
the Russian Ministry of Defense had to be notified in advance of any planned travel of all
delegations 1o the occupted town of Gort.

o At 15:00, the deputy chief of the general staff of the Russian armed forces Anatoly Nogovitsin
declarcd that Russian armed forces would cstablish two lings of checkpoints in “a security
zone” near South Ossetia. The first line would include eight checkpoints across the zone of
responsibility of the Russian peacckeepers, while the second ling — involving 10 cheekpoints —
would be set across the administrative border of South QOssctia. 272 soldiers would be deploved
on these eight checkpoints. The town of Gori would not be included in the zone.”

» Al 16:30, Russian foreign minister Sergey Lavrov declared that Russia would create 8
“peacekeeping” checkpoints in Georgia manned by 500 “peacckoepers.”

e At 19:30, Russian troops released 10 seldiers out of 20 captured on August 19 in the Poti port,
© At 21:00, the commandecr of Russian ground forccs, General Viadimir Boldirev declared that the
process of withdrawal of Russian troops from the territory of Georgia would 1ake 10 days and

that the remaining “peacckecping™ checkpoints would start operating from August 22.

o At 23:20, Russian Defense Minister Analoly Serdiukov announced that Russian troops would
start to. withdraw towards South Ossetia and Abkhazia at ¢6:00 nexl morning.

August 22

e At 12:00, the deputy chicl of the general staff of the Russian armed forces Anatoly Nogovitsin
announced the establishment of Russian military checkpoints around South Ossetia and
Abkhavia, labeling these 1errilories as “security/buffer zones.” According o him, the borderline
of the zone near Abkhazia would go across the sctilements: Wabada, Chaladidi, Senaki, Kvira,
Khudoni, Jikmur, Ochamchire and Anaklia, while the borderline of the zone near would 2o

across the settlements: Perevi, Ghodora, All, Variani, tkotl, Tsiara and Pisa.

= AL 12;30, Russiap troops started withdrawing from igoeti towards Gori, Russian forces also
began to leave the local administration and police buildings in Zugdidi.

» At 14:00, abour 100 Russian armored vehicles started moving from Senaki towards Zugdidi.
e Al 19:30, Russian troops exploded the remaining installations at the military base near Gori.
e At 20:00, Russian troops started leaving Gori and Khashuri in eastern Georgia.

= By late night, Russian forces tully withdrew from the town of Gori.




On August 23, Russian forces withdrew [rom the town of Zugdidi, but remained close to it. Russian
forces remained in and around the Poti porl. They established re-enforced checkpeints and
conducted routine and illegal patrols of the town and the surrounding villages.

On August 23, Russian occupational forces organized 28 illegal checkpoints deep inside Georgian
territory:

s In eastern Georgia (‘omda Kartli and Miskhstd Mtianeti regions} Russian troops got stationed
in/necar the (ollowing villages:

1. Perevi (Sachkhere district)
2. Ghodora (Sachkhere district)
3. Al (Khashurl district)

4. Pisa {Karcli district)

5. Variani (Gori district)

6. Karaleti (Gori district)

7. Shavshvehi (Gori distriel)

8. Ergneti (Gort district)

9. Ikoti (Akhalgori district)

1G. Between Meghvrekisi and Brotsieti (Gort district)
11. Odzisi (Akhalgort district)

12. Mosabruni {Akhalgori district)

e [n western Georgia (in Samegrelo-Zemo Svancti and Upper Abkhazia regions) Russian troops
got stationed in/near the following villages:

13. Teklati (near Scnaki on the main east/west highway)

14. Pirveli Maisi (Khobi district}

15. Between Chaladidi and Shua Khorga (Khobi district, near Poti)
16. Nabada (at the entrance of Poti)

17. Menji (Senaki district)

18. Kantisubani {on the road berween Tsalenjikha and Chkhorotsku)
19. Chale and Murhava crossroads (1salenjikha district)

20, Mount Kvira (Tsalenjikha district)

21, Chkhorotsku (Chkhorotsku district)

22. Anaklia (Zugdidi district)

23, Khudoni (Mestia district)

24. Gentsvisi (Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge)

25. Omarishara (Upper Abkhazia/Kodor Gorge)

26. Sakeni (Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge)

27. Chkhalta (Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge)

28. Kvabchara (Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge)

{(See annex 114 for the map of checkpoints)
s  On August 24, at 10:30, a train carrying 34 tanks of crude oil from Azerbaijan to Batumi
exploded on a Russian planted land mine near village Skra, 5 km west of Gori. Other mines and

buried artillery shells were subscquently lound at other spots along the fracks.

= On Auvgust 24, at 11:00, USS "McFaul” loaded with humanitarian aid entered the Batumi port.
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On Aupust 24, at 11:10, one civilian was killed and one was wounded as a result of land mine
explostons: Nana Matrasidze died at the northern entrance of the town of Gori and Mikheil
Kaidarashvili was wounded in village Tirdznisi.

On August 25, Russian troops dug entrenchments in village Chuberi near the Enguri power
plant. Military presence of Russian iroops was also reported at the dam infrastructure of power
plant.

On August 25, at 10:06 Russian soldiers with two armored vehicles entered 1he ierritory of
Coast Guard infrastructure in the Poti porl. They stole office equipment and air conditioners.

On August 25, both houses of the Russian Parliament passed unanimous resolutions calling on
the President of Russia to recognize the independence of Abkhazia and South Ossetia.

On August 26, Russian President Dimitry Medvedev signed two presidential decrees,
recoghizing South Ossetia and Abkhazia as independent states, sanctioning the drafting of
“treaties of friendship, cooperation and mutual assisiance” with the “new states” (see anncx
115),

On August 26, Russian warships docked in Sokhumi, inchiding the flagship of Russia's Black

Sea fleet, guided missile cruiser “Moscow.”

On August 28, Georgian Parliament passed a unanimous resolution, declaring the Russian
armed forces deployed on the territory of Georgia as occupational [orees and South Ossetia and
Abkhazia as Russian occupied territories,

On September 13, Russian troops pulled out of five locations in western Georgia, including Poti,
but remained at 23 illegal checkpolnts:

L T O I e

In castern Georgia (Shida Kartli and Miskheta Mtiancti regions) Russian troops were left in or
near the following villages:

Perevi (Sachkhere district)
Ghodora (Sachkhere distri ci)
All (Khashuri district)

Pisa (Kareli district)

Variani (Gori district)

Karaleti (Gori disirict)
Shavshvebi (Gori district)
Ergncti (Gori district)

9. Ikoti (Akhalgori district)

10. Between Meghvrekisi and Brotsleti (Gorl district)
L. Odzist (Akhalgori disiriet)

12. Mosabruni (Akhalgori district)

jo
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In western Georgla (in Samegrelo-Zemo Svaneti and Upper Abkhazia regions) Russian troops
were left in or near the foilowing villages: :

13. Kantisubani (on the road between Tsalenjikha and Chkhorotsku)
14, Chale and Muzhava crossroads (Tsalenjikha districl)

15. Mount Kvira (Tsalenjikha district)

16. Chkhorotsku {(Chkhorotsku district)



17. Anaklia (Zugdidi district)

18, Khudoni (Mestia district)

19, Gentsvisi (Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge)
20. Omarishara (Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge)
21. Sakenj (Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge)

22. Chkhalta (Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge)
23. Kvabchara (Upper Abkhavia/Kodori Gorge)

(5ee annex 116 for the map of checkpoints)

Thus, Georgian government lost control over 189 villages, which it used to administer before the
August war: o

Big Lickhvi valley

1. ‘Tamarasheni

2. Zemo Achabeti
3, Kvemo Achabeti
4. Kurta

3. Kelkhvi

G. Kheiti

7. Kemerti

8. Sverl

0, Dvartsemi

Litsle Liakhvi valley

10. Eredvi

11, Yanatl

12. Belotl

13. Zema Prisi
14, Satskheneti
15, Atsriskhevi
L6. Argvilsi
17. Berula

18. Disevi

19, Ksuisi

20 Charebi
Frone vafley

21, Avneyi
22, Nuli

Akhalgori district

23. Akhaldaba
24.  Akhalgori
25, Akhmaji
26. Balaani
27, Bazuani
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49,

61,

63.
64.
65.
66,
67.
68.
69.
70,
71,
72.
73.
74.
75.

Bezhanaantkari
Bidkhiani
Chigotani
Chitiani
Chorchani
Tskhavati
Dabakneti
Dadianeti
Doretkari
Eloiani
iZreda
Garubani
Gavazi

Gdu
Giezovreti
Gudatsveri
[koti
Fvarisubam
Korinta
Largvisi
Martiani
Makhiareti
Midclaani
Morbedaant
Mosabruni
Mshvelieti
Mskilebi
Nakhidi
Okhiri
Paviiani
Pirveli Sadzegur
Karaletikari
Kenkaani
Kuria
Kvemo Alevi
Shua Alevi
Zemo Alevi
Zemao Boli
Kvemo Boll
Zemo Ciru
Kyvemeo Gru
Tokhta
Ukanamkhari
Ukanubani
Vashlovani
Tsiptaurt
Tsirkol
Tsikhisopel



76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84,
85,
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
9.
93.
94,
95.
96.
97.
98.
99

100,
101,
102,
103.
104.
105.

Chorchokli
Kharbali

- Kharkelani

Khozueli
Kanchaveti
Kochiani
Kveldaba
Dreglevi
Zodekhi
Bosclia
Kodijvari
Garueti
Salbicri
Delkani
Nagomevi
Tsikhisubani
Tsigriantkari
Petriani
Gremiskhevi
Dzveli Burghuli
Alchali Burghuli
Mikehani
Mulkhuyt
Tinikaani
Mamulaam
Revaziantkan
Shaliantkar
Khudaliam
Karkushaani
Tkhilovani

Gori district

106.
107.
108.
109.
110.
111.
112.
113,
114,
115.
116.
117.
118.
119,
120.
121,
122.
123.
124,

Variani
Sakasheti
Dzlevijvari
Kelktsculi
Pkhvenisi
Zemao Khviti
Kvemo Khvils
Zemo Nikozi
Kvemo Nikozi
Ergneti

1Dits1
Arashenda
Kordi

Mereti

Karbi

Kere

Plawvi
Plavismani
Megvrikisi
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125.
126.
127.
128.
129.
130.
131.
132
T 133,
134.
135,
136.
137.
138.
139.
140.

Tirdznisi
Brotsleli
Tergvisi
Tkviavi
Karaleti
Kveshi
Marana
Shindisi
[Jzevera
Shertul
Kitsnisi
Satemo
Garejvari
Adzvi
Kvemo Artsevi
Arbo .

Karell district

141.
142,
143,
144,
145,
146.
147,
148,
149,
[50.
151
152.
153,
154,
155.
156.
157,

Dvani
Takhtidzirt
Dirbi
Tsveri
Breti
Ptsa
Ghogeti
Tamarashem
Tseronisi
Avlevl
Knolevi
Atotsi
Koda
Bredra
Abisi
Satsikhuri
Abuano

Khashuri district

158,
159,
160,
161,

162
163.
164,
165.

. Chorchana

Kobi
Titvinitskaro
Tsagvali
Satsikhur
Tkotsa
Kindzati
Shakshaketi

Zugdidi district

166.
167.
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Khurcha



Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge

168,  Sakeni

169,  QOmarishara
170.  Gvandra

171.  Leflt Gentsvishi
172.  Right Gentsvishi
173, Khutia -
174.  Zcmo Ajara
175, Kvemo Ajara
176,  Nakhari

177.  Mramba

178, Kheiskvara
179.  Left Ptish

180. Right Ptish
181. Chkhalta

182,  Budrguri

183. Shabalkvara
[84. Zemo Zima
185, Kvemo Zima
186. Kwvabchara
187.  DBuchukuri

[88.  Adrgara

189.  Tvibrasheni

On September 17, Russian president Dimitry Medvedev signed the treatics of “friendship,
cooperation and mutual assistance” with the de facto authorities of Abkhazia and Soulh Ossetia,

On October 8, Russian forces withdrew from the so-called “security/boffer zones,” but are still
occupying South Ossetia and Abkhazia, including Big Liakhvi valley, Little Liakhvi valley, Frone
valley, Akhalgori district and Upper Abkhazia/Kodor: Gorge, thus violating the August 12 ccase-
[ire agrecment. '

At present, Georgian government cannot exercise control over 128 villages, which uscd to be under
ity administration prior to the August war:

Big Liakhvi valley

| Tamarasheni

2. Zemo Achabeti
3. Kyvemo Achabeti
4. Kurta

3. Kekhwvi

6. Kheiti

7. Kemerti

3. Sveri

9, Dzartserm

Litile Lickhvi valley

19. Tiredvi
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11.
12.
- 13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
I8,
16,
20.

Vanall
Beloti
Zemo Prisi
Satskheneti
Atsriskhevi
Argvitsi
Berula
Hscvi
Ksuisl
Charchi

Fvone valley

21
22,

Avnevi
Nuli

Akhalgori district

23.
24,
25,
26.
27.

Akhaldaba
Akhalgori
Akhmaji
Balaani
Razuani
Bezhanaantkan
Bidkhiani
Chigotani
Chitiani
Chorchani
Tskhavati
Dabakneti
Dadiancti
Doretkart
Eloiani
Ercda
Garubarni
Gavavi
Gdu
Gevevroti
Gudatsveri
Ikoti
Tvarisubani
Korinta
Largvisi
Martiani
Makhiareti
Midclaani



51.
32.

53.

54,
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64,
63,
60.
67.
68.
69.
70,
71.
72.

73.

75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.
84,
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90,
o1
92,
93,
94,
95,
| 96.
97.
98.
99,
100,
101.
102,

Morbedaani
Mosabruni
Mshvelieti

 Mskhlebi

Nakhidi
Okhirl
Pavhant
Pirveli Sadzeguri
Karaletkari
Kenlkaant
Kurta

Kvemo Alevi
Shua Alevi
Zemo Alevi
Zemo Boli
Kvemo Bolt
Zemo Gru
Kyvemo Gru
Tokhta
Lkanamkhan
Ukanubant
Vashlovani
Usiptauri
Tsirkolt
Tsikhisopcli
Chorchokhi
Kharbali
Kharkelani
Khozueti
Kanchaveti
Kochiani
Kvcldaba
Dzeglevi
Zodekhi
Bosclta
Kodijvari
Garueli
Salbieri
Delkanti
Nagomevi
Tsikhisubani
Tsigriantkari
Petriani
Gremiskhevi
DBzvell Burghuli
Akhali Burghuli
Mikeliani
Mukhuji
Tinikaani
Mamulaani
Revariantkari
shaliantkari
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i03. Khudaliani
104, Karkushaani
105, Tkhilovani

Sachkhere District
106.  Perevi
Upper Abkhazie/Kodori Gorge

107,  Sakem

108, . Omarishara
109, Gvandra

f10.  Left Gentsvishi
111, Right Gentsvishi
112, Khutia

113.  Zemo Ajara
114.  Kvemo Ajara
115, Nakhari

116, Mramba

[17.  Khetskvara
118, [eft Push
119.  Right Ptish
120.  Chkhalta

121, Budrguri
122, Shabatkvara
123, Zemo Zima
124, Kvemo Zima
125, Kvabchara
126.  Buchukuri
127.  Adzgara

128, Twvibrasbem



Military aspects — questions and answers

53






independent International Fact-Finding Mission ¢n the Conflict in Georgla

Mission d’Engquéte Internaticrnale Indépendante sur le Canflit en Géorgie

o

:13.}

10,

First saf of guestions to the Governnents of the Russian Federation and Georyia,

related to milifary issues

There have been various accounts of the chrenclegy of the contfiict in August 2008, What is your
understanding of the erder In which evsnis took place?

What was the rationale for Gaorgian operations in the Tekhinvali region on the 7" and 8" of August
20087 When did operations start tewards the City of Tskhinvali? When were the Russian troops
degloyad from the Russian Federation into the Roki tunnel? When did thay move into ithe Tskhinvali
region? Were any Russian units deployed in the Tskhinvali region prior to 7% Augusi 20087

VWhat were reles and activities of the compenents of the Joint Peacskeeping Forces (which had a
mandate in the Tekhinvall region) &s well as those of the CIS Peacekeeping Force (which had a
randlate in the Geaorglan-Abkhaz conflict zong) in August 20087

What was the timing of dsploymenisfoperations, in tha Upper Kodori Vailey? And which Forces. war
invoived?

What types of units were used and how many troops were deployed in general and for particidar
operations? VWhat percentage were conscripts and reservisis? "

What were the organization and the chain of command and confrol?
What wers the levsls of decisions jor the cholce of fargeis and assels engaged?

What freiring had bsen given (o troops evolvad in the operations on tha Inteinational Law of Condlict?
YWhat plans wers mads for ihs proisction of civitians before miiitary operations began? What did the
regular forcss do in order te prevent human rights vialations, including leoting, buming of houses sic.,
guring the hostiiities of August 2008 and afterwards?

What military preparetions were made prior 1o August 20087

What plans were made for a withdrawa! and redeployment of Forees from the zone of confiict ¥ What
was the sequence and iiming of any such withdrawal or redeployment ?

7 onis Avenue de .n Palx F.O, #ox 12%5 1341 Gensva i Switzerland

T +45 22 904 83 80 Foad1 20 806 83 33 missior@ceiig,. ch
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For the answer to question 1. related to military issues,
see the chronology in this annex under Georgia, chronology



2. What was the rationale for Georgian sperations in the Tskhinvali region on the 7% and 8™
Aungust 20087 When did operations start towards the City of Tskhinvali from the “First Set
Questions to the Governments of the Russian Federation and Georgia Related to Military
Isswes? When were the Russian troops deployed from the Russian Federation into Roki
Tunnei? When did they move into Tskhinvali region? Where any Russian units deployed in
the Tskhinvali vegion prior to 7™ August 20087

2.1. What was the rationale for Georgian operations in the Tskhinvali region on the 7® and 8"
August 20087 When did operations start towards the City of Tskhinvali from the “First Set
Questions to the Governments of the Russian Federation and Georgia Relafed to Military
Issucs?

Russia’s aggressive actions with regard to Abkhazia, Georgia and the Tskhinvali Region/South
Ossetia took a gualitatively more aggressive tum in the beginning of 2008, following the recognition
of Kosovo. Immediately prior lo declaration of Kosovo’s independence, then Russian President

Viadimir Putin declared that Russia had “pre-designed plans™ as a reaction to recognition of

Kosovo.! Russian  actions became moro focused and intense, and consisted of a scries of escalating
but inter-linked interventions. These included: hostile political steps (inter alia, the establishment of
official links with proxy regimes) accompanied by direct military actions and tnterventions (i.e, the
shooting down of an unmanncd, unarmed Georgian drone by a Russian fighler jet), illegal
deployment of new Russian troops in Abkhazia, i.e. paratroopers and railway troops as well as
construction of fortifications in castern part of the provinee. Until June 2008, Russian actions were
mostly focused on Abkhazia, Georgia. :

The situation in the Tskhinvali Region/ South Ossetia escalated significantly in the beginning of
July 2008 — in parallel to completion of offensive military infrastructure projects in Abkhazia —
when a terrorist attack took place, aimed at the climination of the Ilead of the¢ Provisional

Administration of South Osselia, Mr. Dimitry Sanakocv. This acl was accompanied by substantial

increases in the scale and intensity of attacks by proxy militants on Georgian goverament controlled
villages,> Georgian police, and poacckeepers.  These acls resulied in casualties and fatalities
(mortars of 120 mm caliber, prohibited under then existing agreements were used in the shelling for
the [first time since carly 1990s). In parallel, the flow of mercenaries into the 'Tskhinvali
Region/South Ossetia increased, as did violations of Georgian airspace by Russian military aircraft,
In a symptomatic move, on July 9, four Russian military aircraft violated Georgian airspace on the
eve of the visil of US Scerctary of State Condoleezza Rice to Georgia. This fact was confirmed by
the Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. ;

Iinally, there was a marked increase in the deployment of military hardware and units of the regular
Russian army. Specifically a large number of Russian military personnel were mobilized close to
the Russia-Georgia border for military exercises titled, “Caucasus 2008”. During those cxercises
more 8,000 (roops {including 58" Army, North Caucasus Military District, units of Airborne

"See the record of Putin’s specch: hetp:veww kremlinru/appears/2008/02/14/1327_tvpe63380type82634 160108.shtml
* (Georgian Government was awarc that those were targeted attacks on the Georgian-controlled villages aiming at
maximium destruction. For example, the proxy Interior Minisler Mikhail Mindraey insirucred his subordinate to wipe ot
a Georglan-government controlled village, The intercept and transcript of this phone conversation can be found in annex
34 of the answer to question | of the military sel of queslions.
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Troops, A" Ryssian Afr Army and air defence) and at least 700 of heavy equipment and 30 aircraft
simulated an invasion of  a neighboring state”. Although the exercises were completed on August
2, those forces never re-deploved. .

On August 1, 2008 an explosion took place at the Lredvi-Kheili bypass rvoad, which was
accompanied by sustained shelling of the Sarabuld Georgian Peacekeepers® Post whose role was to
guard the road. As a result of this aggression the Georgian enclave north of Tskhinvali, with a
population of more than 10,000 people, was cut off from the rest of Georgia. 'This led (o a situation
wherein il was impossible to provide sscurity to the population of the cnelave in the face of
intensified shelling and subsequent inflow of Russian regular army units advancing in the direction
of those seitlements. '

In the evening of August 7, the Government of CGieorgia faced a qualitatively new situation: despite
numerous attempts to decrease lension and a unilateral ceaseflire implemented by the Government of
Georgia, Georgian-controlled villages, police, and peacekeeping posts were under continuous fire.
In this contexkt, civilians in the already cut-off enclave were defenseless and for the {irst time two
Georgian peacekeepers were killed® as a result of targeicd mililary attacks that afternoon.
Commenting on the alarming and unprecedented rise in violence Proxy leader Eduvard Kokoity
threatened to “wipc out” the Goorgian enclaves unless Georgian law cnforcement personnel lcft the
region. In addition o publicized reports on the inflow ol mercenaries into the region and inilial
humian intelligence reports of a Russian army intrusion, the Government of Georgia obtained solid
evidence that a large-scale Russian invasion was in progress (for more detail and ewa’euce please
see response and annexes 10 question 1 of the military set of Guestions).

Based on the above series of life threalening cscalations, and consistent with his constitutional duly
(Article 71 of the Georgian Constitution) to protect the sovercignty and tcrritorial integrity of
Georgia as well as the securily of Georgia’s citizens’, at 23:35 on August 7, the President of Georgia
issued an order to start a defensive operation with the following objectives:

- Protection of civilians in the Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia;

Neutralization of the firing positions from which  fire against civilians, Georglan
peacckeeping units and police originated;

-~ Tlalting of the movement of regular units of the Russian Federation ihwough the Roki tunncl
inside the Tskhinvali Region/South Ossctia.

F Two Georgiun peacekeeperq Shalva Trapaidze and Vitali Takadze were killed and Nive wounded (see anncx 33 of the

answer to question 1 of the military set of questions} on Augmt 7 at around 14:00 as a Georgian peacekeepers
checkpoint was shelled with 100 and 120mm artillery o from the proxy regime-controlled village Khetagurovo. A proxy
militant reported to superiors the fact of killing Georgian peacckeepers in a telephone conversation also intercepted by
the Georgian Ministry of Internal Affairs on 07.08.2008. The transcript of this conversation can be found in annex 75 of
the answer to question 1 of the military sct of questions.
* All movements by the Georgian troops were taking place on (he territory of Georefa as cstablished and recognized by
international treatics and UM SC resolutions 1808, Y781, 1732, 1716, 1666, 1636, 1613, 1382, 1554, 1324, 1494, 1462,
1427, 1393, 1364, 1339, 1311, 1287, 1255, 1225, 1187, 1150, 1124, 1096, 953, 71, 937, 934, 906, 901, 896, §92, 881,
876, 858, 854, B4Y wilhin the constitutional limits and under the right Lo sell-<protect as defined by Asticle 51 of UN
Charter.



An operative group was formed to carry out the orders and subsequent operation. The commander of
the Land [Porces was appointed as the commander of the operative group. The command
headquarters was ordered to carry out the operation.

Upon discussion of the Operational Plan, concrete aclions were identified, according to which, after
receiving orders, the operational group was set to immediately start movement, with artillery and air
support: '

- The 4™ Infantry Brigade was to operate on the left flank with the following objective: 1st
phase - advance towards Khetagurovo, Theti and Znauri directions; ensurc blockage of the
Drara by-pass road. Afterwards (2nd phase) continue advancement to take dominant heights
at the edge of the Kusireti-Gupta Bridge and not allow regular unils of the Russian
Federatton to enier Tskhinvali, Znauri and the Didi Liakhvi Gorge villages.

- The 3" Infantry Brigade was to operato on the right flank with the objective: Ist phase —
advance towards 1irdznisi, Eredvi, and Sarabuki dircctions, take defensive’ pasitions at the
natural boundary of Frisi-Zemo Kokhati with the aim to protect civilians and the Ercdvi-
Kheili bypass road. Subsequently (2nd phase) continue o advance towards the proxy
militant-controlled Tliakana dominant height, take the height and establish defensive
positions on the edge of Tliakana-Didkhevi in order not to allow the encmy fo cater the
region through the Geri bypass road, protect civilians, defend by-pass roads in the Didi
Liakhvi Gorge and ensure sccure the evacuation of civilians from the theatre of military
operations.

After these objectives were fulfilted by the 3" and 4™ Infantry Brigades (3rd phasc), the plan was to
enter Tskbinvali [tom the central direction utilizing Ministry of Interior special units, supported by a
Separale Light Infantry Baltalion of the Armed Forces and a subordinated single tank battalion to
neutralize firing positions within the city and reach the Georgian enclave north of the town,

Air Force objectives were defined as:

Destruction by SU-25 ground attack aircraft of the Gupta Bridge, including personnel and
armor on the move in its vicinity. '

Possible contact line with the enemy was defined for MI-24 attack helicopters between the
‘village of Khetagurovo and South—Eastern limils of Tskhinvali with possible engagement
Upon necessity,

Artillery units were grouped into I and IT artillery groupings with the following objectives:
L'ire support to the 3 and 4% Infantry Brigades;

Destruction of already identificd and newly detected firing positions; and
- Neutralization of convoys of Russian regular forces moving on the by-pass roads.
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On August 7, after receiving the order from the Commander-in-Chief of Georgia, the Georgian
Armed Forces artillery units started firing smoke bombs and subsequently at 23:50 began firing.

On angust 8, at 00.15, the units concerned starled movement from their deployment places towards
the directions identificd:

- On the left flank the 4™ Infaniry Brigade moved without particular resistance and in the
morning, by 08.00 compleled the first phase of the operation and started carrying the sccond
phasc. Mcanwhile Russian regular forces started intensive movement on the Dzard by-pass
read. Simultaneously, massive artillery and aviation aftacks were launched against the
positions of the 4" Infaniry Brigade. These attacks were carried out from the north (in
particular from the village of Kusureti) resulting in significant combat losses of the 4™
Brigade.

- On the right flank the 3" Infantry Brigade moved in the pre-identified dircction, but heavy
artillery fire hampered their advance, Duc to this, the 3" Infantry Brigade finished the first
phase of the operation an hour (at 09.00) later and did not succeed in occupying the
dominant heights during the designated period. This fact directly jeopardized the safe
evacuation of civilians from the Didi Liakhvi gorge.

During their movement on the right and left [lanks, Georgian units came under intcnsive fire

originating from Tskhinvali, In parallel, fire from Tskhinveli was targeting the villages of
Tamarasheni, Lrgneti and Zemo (Upper) Nikozi.

At around 06:00, special forces of the MIA of Georgia equipped with Cobra type armored vehicles
and reinforced by several lanks from the MOD of Georgla, moved from village Zemo Nikozi
towards the outskirts of Tskhinvali in order to suppress the fire at that village coming from the proxy
regime militants located in the southwestern part of the town, the so called “Shanghai” suburb. The
MIA Special Forces encountered sniper and massive armored vehicle cannon fire from the Russian
peacekeeping headquarters “Verkhniy Gorodok™ located on the southwestern edge of the town and
were compelled to retum fire and ask for tank suppoit as well. In fact, the roof of the main building
of “Verkhniy Gorodok™ was used by cnemy for correcting artillery fire against Georgian. armed
forces, which is confirmed by an article in the South Ossctian press.” It should be noted that carlier,
at 06:23, commander of the JPKF Marat Kulakhmetov in phone conversation with the head of the
Georglan peacekeeping contingent Gen Kurashvill admitted that the Russfan peacekeepers had been
providing coordinates for artillery shelling to the proxy mililants.®

The Separate Light Infantry Battalion and a single Tank Company of the Scparate A rmored
Battalion were made available for their reinforcement. As soon as forward units entered the city of
Tskhinvali at 11 am, they came under intensive air and artillery bombardment in the southern part of
the city. The bombardment widened along with movement of the units in the city and gradually
covered the entire city. Duc to the character of the battle and presence of multiple reinforced firing
positions of the cnemy inside the cily, Ministry of Iutorior units were reinforced by additional forces
(the 4™ Brigade). Prior Lo that, the decision was made to introduce the 2™ Infantry Brigade, stationed

* See anmnex 90 of the answer o question 1 of the military sct of questions.
® See anncxcs §7 A and B of the answer Lo question 1 of the military set of quastions.



in Senaki, Western Georgia, (o replace the 4™ Brigade on the left flank, uponl its transfer to
Tskhinvali ffor a detailed chronology as well as evidence, please see responses and annexes to
question 1 of the military set of questions).

2.2. When were the Russian troops deployed from the Russian Federation into Roki Tunnel?
When did they move inio Tskhinvali region? Where any Russian wnits deployed in the
Tskhinvali region prior to 7% August 20082

Prior to August 7 — in addition to the Russian Peacekeepers that were in place since 1992 and
mercenarics from the Russian Federation — Russian military deployments in the region ook place in
several forms. I'irst, Russia continuously used rotation of the peacckeepers as a pretext and
mechanism to deploy units in the region that were subsequently used during the invasion (such as
the GRU-subordinated “Vostok™ battalion). During such rotations, specific units were tasked with
the aim to study the terrain and reconnaissance for possible futurc combat. Second, two military
bases were constructed in Java (Ugardanta) and Tskhinvali in 2007 and 2008 without the consent of
the Government of Georgia. OF particular interest is the Java base. Lolt outside the reach of any
monitoring mechanism, Russia deployed both artillery and tanks in the base months in advance of
the war.

Gen Viacheslav Borisov, Deputy Commander of the Russian Airboime Troops, in a recent intcrview
to Echo Moskvy radio station pointed oul that the success of airborne troops was duc to their direct
presence “in the same areas... a week before Augnst 7% that he was in charge of “South Ossctian
and Georgian sectors” and the fact that they were alrcady on the move prior to the heginning of the
active phase of hostilities.”

From July 4-6, 10 armorcd vehicles entered the Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia rom the Russian
Federation via the Roki Tunmnel (Georgian intefligence data, ITUMINT). Then from July 13-14, 13 T-
72 type tanks were reported moving from the town of Alagir, North Ossetia towards the Roki
Tunnel, as well as 6 “Ural” tvpe trucks loaded with soldiers were driving from the village of
Zaramag, North Ossetia towards the Roki Tunnsl (Georgian intelligence data, HUMINT).

By the end of July (exact date and time unknown}, large tents were sel up on the territory of the new
Russian military base in the northwestern part of Tskhinvali (for about 1,500-2,000 persons).
According to information from Russian peacekeepers, soldicrs from the 33rd Motor Rifle Mountain
Brigade (centered in Botlikh, Dagestan) werc soon to be deployed there (Geargian intclligence data,
[TUMINT). ‘

Following these steps, on August 3, units of the separale reconnaissance battalion of the the 19th
Motor Rifle Division of the 58th Russian Army were reported to bo deploved in the Java distriet
through the Roki Tunnel (Georgian intelligence data, HUMINT),

On August 4, during the night, 10 units of armor (BTR/BMP vehicles) were brought into the
Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia {rom .the Russian Federation and distributed among the de facio

7 Radio “Feho Moskyi”, Program “Mililary Advice,” 06.06.2009, http-/fwww.ccho. mak.ru/programs/voensovet'596473-
gchof {see altached})
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regime irregular forces. Two vehicles were handed over (o the de facto regime irregular forees unit
located in the village of Dmenisi, Tskhinvali district (Georgian intelligence data, HUMINT).

On August 5, during the day, 40 units of self-propelled artillery and a reconnaissance battalion of
the 33rd Motor Riflec Mountain Brigade from Botlikh, Dagestan were deployed in South Ossetia
through the Roki 1'unnel, and 30 artillery guns were brought into the Java district. Some units of the
58th Army were reported to be mobilized near the Roki Tunnel in North Ossetia, Russia, including
the [35th Separate Motor Rifle Regiment from Prokhladniy, Kabardino-Balkaria and the 693rd
Motor Rifle Regiment from Zaramag, North Ossctia (Georgian intelligence data, HUMINT).

On Aungust 6, during the night, several vnits of armor (including BTR ‘sand BMP vehicles, as well
as self-propelled artillery systems) were brought info South Ossetia from the Russian Federation and
deployed near the southern entrance to the Roki Tunnel (Georgian intcligence data, HUMINTY.

On August 7, at 03:25, the MIA of Georgia obtained the {irst communication intercept according to
which a Russian military unit that included tanks and military trucks loaded with scldiers entered the
Roki ‘Lunnel.’ At 03:41. a large number of armored vehicles. tanks and military trucks of the
Russian regular army streamed into the Roki Tunnel and were deploved in the Java district. This is
confirmed by two mobile telephone conversations intercepted by the MIA of Georgia.” Numerous
arti¢les in the Russian press also confirm that Russian army unils, namely parts ol the 693rd and
135th motor rifle regiments of the 58th army. had eniered South Ossctia prior to Auocust 8.1° As
reported by the South Ossetian de facto regime’s main newspaper “lurnaia Ossetia®™. on that night
the head of Scouth Ossclian proxy authorities, Eduard Kokoity travelled from ‘I'skhinvali to the Java
district “in order to meef with representatives of the Russian Ministry of Defence.”"! Significantly,
Russia has not disputed the authenticity of the intercepts. Russia initially denicd cxistence of any
such convoys. Alier facing the evidence, however, the Russian military claimed this movement of
troops was part of “normal rotation”."” ‘The Russian explanation that these calls refor 1o a routine
rotation of their peacckeeping troops is false. According to the peace agreement in [orce at that time,
any rotation should have happened during daylight, ne peacekecping units were allowed 1o possess
tanks and all relevant partics should have been notificd (i.e. the Georgian Government and OSCE) 2
month in advance. None of this happened. The previous rotation of Russian forces was in May 2008.

On August 7. at around 12:00, head of Abkhazian proxy authorities Sergcy Bagapsh announced that
he bad put Abkhazian armed forces on alert in order to provide military assistance to South Ossctia
and that a battalion from the North Caucasus military disirict of Russia had already entered
Tskhinvali Region (this stalement was broadcasted by Russian TV at 17;00). 2

[

¥ See anmexes 39 and 40 of the answer to question 1 of (ke military sct of questions.

? Qe annexes 41-46 of the answer to question 1 of the military sct of questions.

" Sce annexes 47-67 of the answer Lo guestion 1 of the military set of questions.

" Sec annex 68 of the answer 10 quesiion 1 of the military set of questions’

" “(Georgia Gtfers Fresh Evidence on War's Start,” by Dan Bilefsky, C.}. Chivers, Tom Shanker and Michael Schwirtz
The New York Times, Scpt. 16, 2008, .

hitpriiwww. ytimes.com/2008/09/1 6/warld/europe/ 1 6georgia.himl Ppartner=rssnyvtd

ame=rss (sec attached)

¥ Qe urmex 77 of the answer to question 1 ol the military sct of questions.



On August 7, during the day, Georgian authorities received military intelligence that Russian troops
(which had ncver re-deployed from July’s North Caucasus military exercises) were put on high alert
and had received orders to prepare to move towards the Georgian border.

On August 7, latc in the evening, the Georgian government received multiple human intelligence
reports that about 150 armored vehicles and trucks with Russian soldiers were approaching the Roki
Tunnel from Russia and moving towards the Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia. Later, multiple
signal intercepts of phone conversations among the de facto sceurity and military officials that took
place between 02:20 and 04:30 on August 8 confirm that Russian military columns were stretched
fr ot the Roki Tunnel to the village of Java

On August 8, at 03:20, incoming Russian troops passed the village of Java crossing the Gupta
Bridge and advanced on the Dzari bypass road, which is confirmed by a tclephone conversation
intercepted by the Ministry of Interior of Geoorgia.” Soon after that, two more columns of Russian
troops entered the Roki Tunnel and advanced south by the Geri-Dmenisi road.

On August 8, at 18:45, one column of Russian tanks, armored veohicles and trucks approached
Tskhinyali by the Dzara road. Two more columns were stopped ncar the village of Dmenisi. Russian
forces opened intensive fire on Georgian armed forces located in Dmenisi, in T'skhinvali and on the
neighboring heights.

On August 8, by 22:00, Russian troops approached the Big Liakhvi vallcy [rom the north, but failed
to enter it, sufforing heavy lesses caused by Georgian artillery {ire and also stopped moving on the

Dyzara road towards Tskhinvali.

‘On August 9, al 11:40, Russian forceé, including airborme troops started to cnter Tskhinvali from the
north-west and from village Theti.

On August 9, at 17:00, additional Russian troops entered ‘Fskhinvali,

On August 10, early in the morning more than 300 Russian tanks and armored vehicles, together
with more than 10 000 Russian troops passed through the Roki Tunnel.

' See annexes B[-86 ol the unswer to question 1 of the military set of questions.
Y See annexes 88 and 89 of ihe answer to question 1 of the military set of questions.
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3. What were the roles and activites of the components of the Joint Peacekeeping
Forces (which had a mandate in the Tskhinvali Region) as well as those of the
CIS Peacekeeping Forces (which had a mandate in the Georgian-Abkhaz conflict
zone) i Augost 2008?

The Joint Pecacckoeoping Forces, which were deployed in the Georgian-Ossetian conflict zone on the
basis of the 1992 Sochi Agreement between Russia and Georgia, consisted of three peacekeeping
battalions: the Russian battalion, the Georgian battalion and the battalion of North Ossetia, Russian
Federation (which was in fact staffed by South Ossctian militia fighters'). Each batallion was
manned by 500 soldicrs (in an emergency sitnation the personnel of each battalion could be
inereased up to 906 soldiers).

The Joint Peacckeeping Forcos had two headquarters i the ‘I'skhinvali Region/South Ossetia, in
what 15 commonly called "Nizhniy Godorodok™ 1n the central part of the town of Tskhinvali, where
the Commandcr of the JPKF had his office and at "Verkhniy Gorodok™ in the southwestern part of
the town.

By August 2008, the peacckeepers were stationed at 14 checkpoints in the following villages of
Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia.

Joint Checkpoints

1. Kekhvi (1 Russian platoon, observers: 1 Russian, 1 Georglan, | Ossetian).

2. Frisi (1 Russian platoon, observers: | Russian, | Georgian, 1 Ossctian).

3. Tstveriakho (1 Russian platoon, 1 Georgian platoon, observers: 1 Russian, 1 Georgian, |
Ossetian).

4. Moegvrekisi (1 Russian platoen. observers: 1 Russian, 1 Georgian, | Gssetian),
5. Vanati {1 Russian platoon, obscrvers: 1 Russian, 1 Georgian, 1 (ssetian®,

6. Kverneti {1 Russian platoon, observers: | Russian, 1 Georgian, 1 Ossclian).

7. ‘Tamarasheni {1 Russian platoon, observers: 1 Russian, 1 Georgian, 1 Ossetian).
8. Artsevi (1 Russian platoon, observers; | Russian, 1 Georgian),

S. Avnevi (1 Russian platoon, observers; 1 Russian, 1 Georgian).

Russian Checkpoints
10, Bredvi {1 Russian plaioon).
Georgiun Checkpoints
11, Avnevi (1 Georgian platoon).
12. Sarabuki (1 Georgian platoon).

13. Kekhvi (6 Georgian peacckeepers).
14, Tamarasheni (6 Georgian peacekeepers).

"'See: International Crisis Group, Georgia’s South Ossetia Conflict: Make [ tuste Slowly, pp. 17-18.



When tensions in the conflict zone started to mount in July 2008, the Joint Peacekecping Iorces, as
on many occasions before (see answer fo guestion 3 of the legal set of questions and annex 1 the
Georgion MIA report on the JPKF activities in August 2004) failed te abide by their mandate in
terms of reporting on and curbing the illegal activities of South Ossetian de facto regime irregular
forces, which were engaged in an. illegal military build-up in the conflict zone. In addition, these
forces were regularly firing in the direction of Georgian government controlied villages in Big
Liakhvi, Small Tiakhvi and the Frone valleys, as well as towards -the villages south of the
admrinistrative border of the 'Tskhinvali Region/South Csselia.

On July 29, at 16:00, South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces shelled the central government
controlied villages in Big Liakhvi valley for 40 minutes, using mortars and grenade launchers and at
22:00 shelled the Georgian peacekeeping checkpoinl on the Sarabuki heights with 100mm and
120mm artillery. On August 1, from 21:30 onwards, South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces
shelled the Georgian villages of Zemo Nikozi, Kvemo Nikozi, Avncvi, Nuli, Lrgneti, Eredvi and
Zemo Prisi with large caliber cilLl“dTV The shelling continued overnight and qtoppcd only in the
morning on August 2.

On August 2 and 3, the JPKI' conducted moniloring of most of the villages damaged by the shelling
and on August 4 issued a report confirming the fact of the shelling of Zemo Nikozi, Kvemo Nikozi,
Nuli, Eredvi and Zemo Prisi with 82mm artillery, as well as the earlier shelling of Georgian
peacekeepers on the Sarabuki heights with 100 mm and higher caliber artillery ? [Howcver, the IPKF
report did not specify who had shelled these villages although the leadership of the North Ossetian
peacekeeping battalion and, presumably, the commander of the JPKF knew perfectly well that only
South Ossctian proxy rcgime irregular forces could have been responsible for this shelling on
Georgiant-controlled villages.

Numerous telephone conversations intercepted by the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia reveal
that Russian and Ossetian peacekeepers were aware of these violations, but did not report them and
on scveral occasions even collaborated to hide the evidence of these viclations. Moreover, at times
South Ossetian de facte regime irregular forces and “North Ossetian™ peacekeepers coordinated
their attacks on Georgian peacekeepers and pefice. The most \«l\«]d cxamples of such violations arc
listed below:

e OnJuly 29, at 22:40, a duty officer of the North Ossetian peacekeeping battalion, Mr. Ruslan
Makeev informed the Senior Commander of North Ossetian peacckeepers, Mr. Kazbeg Fricv
that a unit of the North Ossetian peacekeeping baltalion hdd opened fire towards the

~ (zeorgian peacekeeping battalion.

e On July 30, at 10:42, Mr. Alik T.agkoev, the chief military observer in the North Ossetian
peacckeeping battalion telephoned a duty officer at the South Ossctian de [acto Ministry of
Defense and warned them that monitoring was going to be conducted by the JPKI' in the
area close to the Sarabuki heights.

e On August 1, at 22:57, Mr. Arsen Kvezerov, deputy Commander of the 7ih battalion of the
South Ossetian de facto Ministry of Defense told Mr. Philip Khachirov, the head of North
(Ossetian peacekeeping battalion to pass a request 1o militants to support his fire and offered
to give the coordinates of either Georglan police or Georgian peacckecpers.

? Qee annex 23 of the answer to the question 1 of the mil'tary set of questions.
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= On August 2, at 21:01, Mr. Arsen Kvezerov, Deputy Commander of the 7ih battalion of the
South Ossetian de faclo Ministry of Defense and Mr, Philip Khachirov, Head of the North
Ossetian peacekeeping battalion discossed a scheme for the future shelling of positions of
Georgian peacckeepers and police.

e (On August 4, at 14:44, the Senior Commander of Georgian peacekecepers, General Mamuka
Karashvili contacted the Commander of the JPKF General Marat Kulakhimetov on the phone
and asked him to conduct additional monitoring of the places from where the Sarabuki
heights might have been shelled since he was sure that the trace left by a 100mm shell on the
Sarabuki heights could show the dircction [rom where it originated, At 15:34, the de factlo
Defense Minister of South Osselia, Russian Colonel Vasily Luncv, who was already
informed that the shells were traceable, telephoned Mr, Valeri Kokoev, the Commander of
the 7th battalion of the South Ossetian de facto Ministry of Defense that was responsible for
the shelling, and mstrocted him o change something on the firing position in order to
conceal the irace.

¢ On August 6, at 11:58, a person named Alan reported to Mr. Alik Lagkoev, the chicf military
observer in the North Ossetian peacckeeping battalion that “their people” shelled the
positions of either Georglan police or Georgian peacekeepers. Mr. Lagkoev has never
reported this fact.

a  On August 6, at 19:06, Mr. Alik Lagkoev, the chief military observer in the North Ossetian
peacekeeping battalion asked Mr. Thragim Gasocv, the de [acto Deputy Detense Minister of
South Ossetia to report aboul the results of shelling of an armored vehicle of the Georgian
peacekeeping battalion. :

s Un August 6, at 21:18, Mr. Valeri Kokoev, the Commander of the 7th baitalion of Soutlh
Ossctian de facto Ministry of Delense informed the Senior Commander of North Qssclian
peacekeepers Mr. Kazbeg I'riev that during the night “something™ was going to be brought
info the area. Mr, Friev interrupted and warmed him not to talk about this via Georgian
mobile communications.

= On August 7, al 00:22, Mr. Alik Lagkeev, the chief military observer in the North Cssetian
peacekeeping battalion asked Mr. Ibragim Gascev, the de facte Deputy Defense Minister of
South Ossctia to correct their artillery fire at Georgian peacckeepers because some of the
shells mistakenly fell near the location of Russian peacckeepers.

¢ On August 7, at 06:51, Mr, Philip Khachirov, Iicad of the North Ossctian peacekeeping
battalion gave advice to Mr, Arsen Kvezerov, Deputy Commander of the 7th battalion of the
South Ossctian de facto Ministry of Delense in choosing targets for their artillery attack.

(Sce annexes 2-23 tor these telephenc intereepls and their transcripts)

From Angust 6 onwards no monitoring was conducted by the JPKF in the conflict zone, despite
requests by the Georgian battalion of the Joint Peacekeeping Forces, On August 7, at 14:00, the
Georgian peacekeeping checkpoint in Avnevi was heavily shelled with 100mm and 120mm artillery,
by South Ossetian proxy regime irregular forces located in the village of Khetagurove, destroying
the Georgian peacckeeping unit’s armored vehicle, killing two Georgian peacckeepers, Mr. Shalva
Trapaidze and Mr. Vitali Takadze and wounding five others,” Georgian peacekeepers returned fire
in self-defence. Later the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia intercepted a phone call, during
which a member of the de facto regime irregular forces confirmed the fact of blowing up an armored

* See annex 33 of the answer to the qucstion 1 of the military sel of guestions for the list of casualties among Georgian
peacckeepers.



vehicle of Georgian peacekeepers in Avnevi with a cannon.* At around 17:00, after the Commander
of the JPKF Marat Kulakhmetov refused to give additional security guaraniees to Georgian
peacckoepers in Tskhinvali. The Commander of Georgian peacckeepers Mamuka Kurashvili ordered
officers of the Georgian peacekeeping baltalion to leave the headquarters of the JPKV in Tskhinvali.
At 17:10, despile casualties among Georgian peacckeepers and the shelling of central government
controlled villages, Georgian peacekeepers unilaterally ceased fire o defuse tensions. This decision
was communicated by the Georglan State Minister for Reintegration, Mr, Tomur Yakobashvili to the
Commander of the JPKI* General Marat Kulakhmetov at 17.00.

In the evening of August 7, at 20:30, South Ossctian de facto regime irregular forces resumed their
shelling of Georgian peacckeepers and police officers located in the village of Avnevi, and the

Frone valley and at 23:30, intensificd their artillery firc on all positions of Georgian peacckeepers

and police in Big Liakhvi, Little Liakhvi and the Frone valleys.

From August 8 to 9, the Georgian peacckeeping battalion continued to serve at its checkpoinis until

the evacuation of the civilian population from Big Liakhvi, Little Liakhvi and the I'rone valleys was
completed In the afternoon of August 9. Tt is important to nole that none of the checkpoints of the
Russian and North Ossetian peacekeeping baitalions located outside the town of Tskhinvali werc
targeted by the Georgian armed forces. The situation at such major locations of the JPKF units such
as Isiveriakho mountain, the villages of Megvrekisi and Artsevi remained calm despite the ongoing
hostilities, Tlowever, the situation was different in Tskhinvali.

Units of Russian and North Ossetian battalions of the JPKI located at their headquarters in "Nizhniy
Godorodok™ (in the central part of T'skhinvali) and *Verkhniy Gorodok” (in the southwestern part of
Tskhinvali) were actively involved in the hostilities. On muliiple occasions, they contributed to the
war etfort of the Russian Ammy and South Ossctian militants by providing peacekeepers’ facilities
and infrastructure to high-ranking officials of the proxy regime and representatives of ihe deo [acto
regime irregular forces. Moreover, these headquarters were used for directing acrial bombardments
and artillery [ire of the Russian Army and South Ossetian militanls against Georgian government
forces.

It should be noted that carlier, at 00:23, the Commander of the JPKF, General Marat Kulakhmetov a
in telephone conversation with the Tead of the Georgian peacekeeping contingent Gen Kurashvili
admitted that the Russian peacekeepers had been providing coordinates for artillery sheliing to the
proxy militants.” Importantly, the above took place well before any Russian claims of alleged
Georgian attacks on peacekeepers.

On August 8, at around 06:00, Georglan Ministry of Internal Affairs special forces equipped with
“Cobra™ type armored vehicles and reinforced by scveral tanks from the Ministry of Defence of
Georgia, moved from the village of Zemo Nikozi towards the outskirts of Tskhinvali in order to
suppress the fire opened at that village by the de facto regime irregular forces located in the
southwostern part of the town, the so called “Shanghai” district. The Ministry of Internal Affairs
Special Forces encounterced sniper and massive armoured vchicle cannon fire from the Russian
peacekeeping headquarters “Verkhniy Gorodok™ located on the southwestern edge of the town and

* See annexes 75 and 76 of the answer to the question 1 of the military set of questions for the telephone infercept and its
transeripl,
* Sce annex 87 A and B of the answer o (he question 1 of the military set of questions for the Lelephone intercept and jts
transcript.
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were compcelled to return fire and ask for tank support. Tn fact, the roof of the main building of
“Verkhnty Gorodok” was used by South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces for correcting
their artillery f‘rf- against Gceorgian armed forces, which s confirmed by an article in the South
Ossetian pross In the result of firc rcturmed by Georgian forces towards the headquarters, a
lieutenant of the Russian Artillery Intelligence Division Oleg Golovanov was severely wounded and
later died. According to the article, “[Irlis surveillance post was located on the roof of the Russian
Pcacekeeping Battalion building in the southem outskirt of the town” from where “Oleg_corrected

I

artillery fire.’

According to an interview of Colonel Kazbek Fricv, the Commander of North Ossetian
peacekeepers to the South Osselian de facto regimc’s radio, parts of the battalion under his
command “have taken pre-planned positions and acted jointly with the battalions of the Ministry of
Defense [of Russia|” and “were halting the advancement of Georgian troops.”® Colonel Friey also
states that the mission of the peacekeepers was “not to allow Georgians to pass through the town.”
He organized positions of his soldicrs and armored vehiclos (BMPs and BTRs) in Tskhinvali,
namecly, in Shanghai, Tsarz and the Mamisaantubani districts in lhe south of the town. As mentioned

above, they acted jointly with Russian 1 ‘\/]1111‘3‘t1“y of Defense troops.”

Stiee late afternoon on August 7, 2008, part of the lcadership of the do faclo regime, particularly
“all the power ministers” started to gather at the peacekeepers’ headquarters at “Nizhniy Gorodok.™
Parts of the scatiered irregular forces also gathered at this place, which was used as onc of the
centers for “coardinating the town’s defense etfoit.”’”

The JPKF headquarters “Nizhniy Gorodok” was the place where Anatoly Bar dﬂkev[c'l the Stc.urm
Council Chairman in the South Ossetian proxy regime, appeared to request help,'! According to
Barankevich, he “proposed to Kulakhmetov [the Commander of the JPKF] to hold the circle of
defense together., and to stand unfil Russian troops approached.” Simultaneously, on the lerritory of
the peacckeepers” base he was provided with a mobile phone by which he contacted the Russian
lcadership and demanded “the promised reinforcements.” Mr. Barankevich, aided by a number of
South Ossctian militants, alse decided to secure the roads to the JPKF headquarters. For that
purpose, ihey occupied the surrounding houses, from where they ambushed and attacked Georgian
police and military moving around the town, 2

Despite the above-mentioned evidence, which was apparent on the gound during the military
operation, Georgian armed forces never opened fire towards “Nizhniy Gorodok,” The lalter arca, as
well the town of Tskhinvalj in gencral, came under heavy Russian artillery firc upon the entry of the
Georgian forces into the town. The analysis of the {ootage broadcasted, by the Russian NTV (see
annex 24} shows that the GRAD missile that exploded next to the peacekeepers’ headquarters came

£ Sce anaex 90 of the unswer to the question I of the military sct of questions., bitp:/fosradio.rufgenocidi 10778-olee-
salavanov-poeib-projaviv-murzhestvo-i-geroizm. html
7 Ihid.
¥ See annex 91 of the answer 1o the question ! of the military set of questions., hitp:Yostadio ru/newsfallieid/ 15376 him]

’ [hld

 Ibid.
" See unmexes 93 and 94  of the answer to  the guestion I of the military set  of
Questions htp:Afwww. izvestiarwspecial/artigled 11934 8/index. himl,
Elv tpediwww. kommersant.reddec asnx DocsID=1089120
* Thid.




from the north. In another open source inlerview, a Russian soldier admits firing GRADs af the town
of T'skhinvali.”

In spite of the overwhelming evidence of the dircct involvement of the peacekeepers in the
hostilities, Georgian armed forces treated them with due precautions, and never launched an
offensive unless the hostile activities were initiated by peacckeepers or persons or vehicles wearing
peacekeepers ideniifications, For instance, on the mornjng of Aupgust 9, at 12:00-13:00, the 41st
Battalion of the 4th Tnfantry Brigadc of the Georgian armed forces was moving into the town of
Tskhinvall in order to reinforce the MIA special forces, Immediately before they entered the town a

chain of armorcd vchicles and tanks fult of armed persons appeared. The chief of the Battalion

ordered the troops (o allow the chain of wchicles and tanks to come unhindered untii they reached
visible distance in order to confirm their identification. Soon it became known that the tanks and
armored vehicles had easily identifiable sign of Russian Peacckeeping Forces (yellow “MC” on the
blue background). The Commander of the Battalion ordered to withhold fire and to allow the
peacckeepers to pass. The column penetrated deep into the 41st Batialion and suddenly attacked the

- Georgian unit with automatic rifle fire and hand-grenades. The Commander of the Ratialion, Major
Shalva Dolidze, as well as several other members of the Battalion died and dozens of Georgian
soldicrs were wounded., '

In the course of the hostilities, it became {inaliy evident that Russian armed forces were using the
Russian peacekeeping battalion of the JPKF to conduct reconnaissance of the area long before the
invasion. For example, units of the Specjal Battalion “Vostok™ (centered in Gudermes, Chech nya,
under the GRU command) were first deployed in the Vskhinvali Region/South Ossetia as'part of the
JEKF in the summer of 2007 and urderwent at ieast two rotations since then. The Group
Commmander of the “Vostok” battalion, Mr. Rasu! Baimuradov, who was in charge of these units in

2007, led his group into the battle as part of Russian regular troops in August 2008 (scc annex 25 for .

a video of Baimuradov as a peacekeeper in Tskinvali Region in 2007, annexes 26-28 for photos and
a video of Baimuradov in ‘Tskhinvali in 2008 and anncx 29 for a video of his testimony).

On August 10, Russian armed forees, mostly with peacekeeper identitication marks, started Lhe
oceupation of western Georgia.

By August 2008, the Collective Pcacekeeping Forces, which were deployed in the CGeorgian-
Abkhazian conflict zone on the basis of the 1994 Moscow Agresment between Russia and Georgia,
were stationed on the following checkpoinis: no. 301 Rukhi; no, 302 Khudoni; no. 304 Lristskali;
no. 305 Fakhulani; no. 306 Shamgona; no. 306a Shamgona; no. 308 Ganmukhuri; no. 309 {base)
Anaklia; ne. 310 Kourcha; no. 311 (basey Rikhe; no. 312 (base) Potskho-Etseri; no. 201
Chuburkhinji; no. 202 (base) Tagiloni; no. 203 Tkvarcheli, mine no. 5; no. 204 (base) Enguri power
plant; no. 205 Saberio, Samkervalo settlement; no. 206 Enguri power plant, settlement Najikhuri;
no, 207 {base) Kvishona; no. 208 Mcore Otobaia; no. 209 Nabakevi: no. 210 Pichori; no. 211
Samarkvalo; no. 101 bridge on Gali canal; no. 102 (base} Rechkhi; no. 103 Repho-Etseri; no. 104
Primorski; no. 105 Zemo Bargebi: no. 106 {(base) Kvemo Lata; no. 107 Zemo Lata; no. 108 Kvema
Gumurishi; no. 109 Sida.

On August 10 2008, at about 22:30 Russian troops, including Russian Pcacekeepers and Abkhazian
de facto regime iregular forces crossed the administrative border af the Enguri River and entercd

" Sce annexes Y5 and 96 of the answer to the question 1 of the military set of quesiions,

69



70

the Zugdidi district. Russian “peacckecpers” occupied most administrative buildings in the town of
Zugdidi and presented an ultimatum to the local police to surrender their weapons.'" The odcupation
ot the towns of Zugdidi, Senaki and Poti, villages in Khobi and Tsalenjikha districts by the
“peacekeepers” was finalized by August 12.

On August 12, at 11:00, Russian airborne troops and Abkhazian de facto regime itregular forces
launched a ground attack in the Upper Abkhazia/Kodori Gorge. The operation to occupy the Kodori
G-ur;_;le was planned by Mr. Aleksandr Pavliushko, de facto Deputy Minister of Defense of Abkhazia
since April 30, 2008, who used to serve as the Head of Russian peacekeepers’ staff in the Collective
Peacekeeping Forces.From his experience as a peacckeeper frequently accompanying UNOMIG
observers in Kodori Gorge in 2006-2008, he knew cvery location of Georgian pelice in the area (see
annexes 30 and 31 for photo and video).

Thus, Russian Pcacekeeping forces have actively participated in the military invasion and
occupation of (Georgia. Russian peacckeepers were present at many checkpoints of the Russian
occupying forces throughout August 2008, which was a clear violation of their peacekeeping
mandate and the basic norms of international law.

A huge amount of cvidence showing different kinds of violations by Russian peacekeepers of their
mandate, including how Russian peacekeepers were looting a Georgian military base in Senaki and
the Coast GGuard’s buildings in Poti, can be found in the footage of Georgian TV (sce annexes 32- 33
for the TV footage and its description).

The Russian Federation had repeatedly asserted that the aitack on Russian peacckeepers was one of
the principal reasons for their invasion. At 02:37 in the morning of the August 8, Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister, Gregory Karasin telephoned his Georgian Minister of Forcign Affairs Gregory
Vashadze and informed him that Russia will respond militarily to the death of its peacekeepers in
I'skhinvali. About hour and half later, the Russian ambassador to Georgia, Viacheslay Kovalenko
visited Georgia’s Ministry of Foreign Atfairs to officially convey the same message. Although, the
first encounter between Georgian forces and Russian peacekecpers ook place at 06:00, at least three
hours later than Karasin’s phone call.

‘the evidence herein shows that Russian peacekeepers both in Abkhazia and Uskhinvali
Region/South Osselia not only fell short of fultilling their mandate but guided and assisted proxy
mihtaries before the war and directly participated in the hostilitics during the active phase of the
Russian invasion.

" See annexes 104 und 105 of the answer to the guestion 1 of the military sct'of questions.



4. What was the timing of deployments/operations in Upper Kodori Valley? And
which Forees were invelved?

Georgian Police Presence in Uppcr Abkhazia
July 2006 - August 2008

Restoring Law and Order in the Kodori Gorge

1.

isd

By July 2006, the Kodori Gorge was controlled by an illegal armed grouping led by the former
governor of the Gorge, Fmzar Kvitsiani (dismissed in December 2004) and his nephew Bacho
Argvliani. This group, which included members of the former militia battalion “Monadire”
(abolished m April 2005), was mvolved in illegal arms (rade, hostage taking and human
trafficking. Mr. Kvitsiani and his relatives also appropriated humanitarian aid, which the Georgian

~government used o send to the population of the region, UNOMIG suspended monitoring of the

Kodori Gorge since the hostage-taking incident in June 2003.

In July 2006, the Georgian government proposed that Limzar Kvitsiani lay down his arms and
allow the newly appoinled local administration and police (o enter the Gorge. Mr. Kvitsiani
disobeyed and organized an anti-government armed rebellion. In response to that, on 25-27 July
2006, the special forces of the Ministry of Inlernal Aftairs of Goorgia, led personally by Minister
Ivane Merabishvili, conducled an anti-criminal operation in order to restore law and order in the
region. After an exchange of fire between the police and the criminals near the village of Sakeni
on July 25, Mr. Kvitsiani, Mr. Argvliani and their closest accomplices escaped from the Gorge to
the territory controlled by Abkhazian separatists, while most members of the former militia
battalion “Monadire” Jaid down their arms. The Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia scized
huge deposils of modemn Russian armaments worth of several million US Dollars, freed a number
ol humam trallicking victims and arrested numerous criminals that had been hiding in the Gorge
for several years, Emzar Kvitsiani cndod up in Russia and since then issued several terrorism
threats against the Georgian govermment via Russian state TV channels.

After this successful operation, the Georgian government officially renamed the Kodori Gorge
into Upper Abkbazia and rclocated the lc—:gﬂimate Government of the Autonomous Republic of
Abkhazia (in-cxile) (o the region’s administrative center village Chkhalta. The Ministey of Internal
Affairs of Georgia was tasked with rebuilding the inlrastructure of the Gorge and by November
2006 it completed the reconstruction of the police station, houses for police officers, the hospital,
the bank, the school, the administration building in the village of Chkhalla and communications in
Upper Abkhazia. The Georgian government also started to build a new road connecting the Kodori
Gorge with the rest of Georgia. '
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Georgian Polive Forcey in Upper Abkhezia

4,

Since the end of July 2006 through early August 2008, the Ministry-of Internal Affairs maintained
from 380 to 580 police officers in Upper Abkhazia (the number varied at times according to
security needs). A large part of these police officers, those from the Criminal Police Depariment
and the Special Tasks Main Division of the Ministry of Internal Alfairs were rotating on a
monthly basis and a small partl of them {(up to 100) were recruited locally by the Border Police
Department of the Ministry of Internal Affairs to guard the Upper Abkhazia section of the

Georgian-Russian border.

(ieorgian police units {in average groups of 30-40 policemen) were permancntly present in the
villages of Kvabchara, Mramba, Ptish, Chkhalta, Ajara, Teft Gentsvishi, Right Gentsvishi,
Omarishara and Sakeni. They were arimed with light weapons only and conducted routine patrols
in these and other villages of the Gorge (22 villages in total).

On 12 October 2006, UNOMIG and the CIS CPKF resumed regular joint patrolling of Upper
Abkhazia. During the next joint patrolling, on 14-16 Dccember 2006, UNOMIG and CPKI
witnessed the demolition of a large stock of armaments that had been scized by the Ministry of
Intcrnal Alfairs in July 2006, The next UNOMIG/ CPKF patrols were on 5-7 March 2007, 14-15

- May 2007 and 4-6 June 2007.

In Juty 2007, UNOMIG rcestablished ils team presence in the village of Ajara and since then
began monitoring the whole Gorge on a daily basis until 9 August 2008, During this time,
UNOMIG observers did not witnessed any violations of the 1994 Moscow Agreement by the
Georgian side in Upper Abkhazia, while Abkhazian separatists, aided by the Russians, staged
several serious amied provocations (see annex 1 for UN roports on Kodori Gorge).

Russian/Abkhaziun Attacks or Z?}per Abkhazic Befove the August War

8.

10.

On 25 October 2006, three “BM-21/Grad” wissiles fell on the village of Ajara, cne near the
location of Ivane Merabishvili, Minister of Internal Affairs of Georgia, who was visiting the
Kodori Gorge at the ilime. The fire came from the Abkhazian controlled Tkvarcheli district.

On 11 March 2007, from 22:10 until 24:00, the Kodori Gorge suffereq from simultaneous artillery
and air attacks. At least 17 “BM-21/Grad” type missiles were fired from the ground, and at least
one “AT-9/Ataka” type guided missile from the air. The target of the air-attack was the
administration building in the village of Chkhalta. The targets of the artillery altack were: the
administration building in the village of Chkhalta, the storehouse of oil and fuel materials and the
police station in the village of Ajara. The highly precise air attack by modern missiles, the night
{light of helicoplers in a mountainous area and the massive artillery bombing indicate that this was
a \-»-'ell-orgzmized and planned military operation, which could have been conducted in this region
only by Russian forces. '

On 20 Scpiember 2007, a special task unit of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia
neutralized an armed grouping of 10 people in the Kodori Gorge which had planned an attack on



the new road connecting Upper Abkhazia with the rest of Georgia. The commander of the
grouping and his deputy were killed in the exchange of fire. They were identified as Igor
Muzavatkin (Vice-Colonel of Russian armed forces, a former member of the CPKF, who served
on the contract basis in the border troops division of the Abkhazian separatist security service) and
Artur Zorin (Major of Russian armed forces, also a former member of the CPKE). Seven members
of the subversive group that identified thomselves as members of the border troops division of the
Abkhazian separatist security service, werc arrested and later, as a gesture of good will, released
and handed over to the Abkhazian separatist government,

1. On 9 July 2008, Abkhazian separatist forces zttacked a group of Georgian police officers near the
Achamkhara heights above the Kodori Gorge. Georgian police fired back, As a result of the
exchange of fire, three Georgian police officers and two Abkhazian militia fighters were wounded.
On 26 July 2008, Abkhazian separatist forces shelled the valley of the Kvabchara River in the
Kodori (Gorge from mortars. Fortunately, no one was imjured.

Russian/Abkhazian Tnvasion and Oceupation of Upper Abkhazia during the August War

12. The Russian government assorts thal the operations carried out by Russian armed forces in Upper
Abkhazia and Zugdidi districl were aimed af preventing possible offensive of Georgian armed
-forces on Abkhazia. [Towever, the 2nd brigade of the Geergian armed forces based in Senaki
(western Goorgia) had been complelely relocated to I'skhinvali Region/South Ossctia early in Lhe
morning of August 9 — prior io the first air sirike by Russian military aircraft on Upper Abkhazia
at 13:40 on August 9 and the launching of ground operations by Russian (roops in Zugdidi district
and Upper Abkhazia, on August 10 and August 12 respectively. ‘The absence of any sizable
Georglan military conlingent in westem Georgia by the time Russian armed forees strarted their
advancement in Upper Abkhazia and Zugdidi district refutes the Russian argument.

8 August

13. At around 23:45, two Russian military jets flow over the Kodori Gorge for rcconnaissance
PUIPOSCS.

9 Augnst

14.In the morning, the Abkhazian separatist authoritics demanded UNOMIG to leave Upper
Abkhezia as they, together with Russian army units, were going to start a military operation in
order to oust Georgian police from the Gorge. UNOMIG complied and immediately loft the area.

I5. In between 13:40 and 14:40, Russian military aircraft bombed several villages in Upper Abkhazia,
including the region’s adminisirative center in the village of Chkhalta, as well as the villages of
Omarishara and Ajara.

16. On 9 August, at 15:50 the Abkhazian scparatist government openly declared that it had decided to
start a military operation in order to drive out Georgian police from Upper Abkhazia. (see annex 2
for this slatement}
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17.

From 22:20 to 22:30, Russian aviation again bombed the villages of Chkhalta and Gentsvisi,

10 Angust

18.

19,
20.

21.

In between 06:00 and 11:30, Russian aircraft bombed the villages of Chkhalta and Ajara.
At around 11:00, Georgian police started to evacuate the civilian population from the Gorge.

In between 12:20 and I5:15; Russian aviation heavily bombed a large part of the Gorge, including
the village of Chkhalta.

From 16:10 to 16:15 and from 17:20 io 17:55, Russian aviation again bombed parts of Upper
Abkhazia. Four civilians and three police officers were wounded as a result of this bombing, Later
they were evacuated from the Gorge.

- At 17:40, Abkhazian de facto leader Sergey Bagapsh declared mobilization and martial law on the

territory of Abkhazia. (see annex 3)

23. I'rom 19:40 to 20:05 and from 20:20 to 20:30 Russian aircraft bombed parts of Upper Abkhuzia.
. From 22:00 to 22:10, Russian aviation bombed the village of Gentsvisi.

. At 22:30, Russian troops crossed the administrative border at river Engurl and entered Zugdidi

district, which was empty of Georgian armed forces since, as noted above, Georgian regular troops
staitoned in western Georgla had been relocated fo Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia early in the
morning of August 9,

11 August

26.
village of Chkhalta.

27.

28.

29.

30,

In between 00:20 and 03:30), Russian aviafion bombed parts of Upper Abkhazia, including the

By 12:00, Georgian police finished the evacuation of the civilian population [rom the Gorge
(about 2,000 people in total).

At 16;03, the Abkhazian de [aclo Defense Minister Merab Kishmmaria threatened to use “all means
to cstablish Abkhazian jurisdiction over the Kodori Gorge.” (see annex 5 for this statement)

From 19:05 to 19:10, Russian aviation bombed parts of Upper Abkhazia.

At 20:00, the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia lcarned that some of the Russian army units
that had eniered Zugdidi district the day before, started to move in the dircetion of the Jvari pass
and the town of Khaishi in Svaneti (northwestern Georgian provinece adjacent to Upper Abkhazia),
from where they could ecasily enter the Kodori Gorge and encircle Georgian police units there.
This Russian column consisted of 70 units of heavy armor and around 600 Russian soldiers. Thus,
mn order to avold the siege, the Ministry of Intormal Alffairs immediately decided o withdraw its.



forces from Upper Abkhazia, (see annex 3. for the depiction of Russian movement towards Kodori
Gorge)

31. During the night Georgian police left the Gorge (up to 450 police officers), passing on the road
above Khaishi towards Mestia.

12 August

32. At 03:00, the last group of Georgian police officers left Kodori Gorge. At 08:00, all Geoergian
police units that had came out of the Gorge passed above Khaishi and by 12:00 they arrived in
Mestia.

33. At 11:00, Russian airborne troops and Abkhazian paramilitary forces launched a ground attack in
Upper Abkhazia.

34, At 17:00, Abkhazian paramilitary forcos occupied the villages of Zemo Ajara and Kvemo Ajaca.

35. By 19:00, a Russian military column consisting of 70 units of heavy armor and 600 soldiers
moved through the Jvari pass and reached the town of Khaishi, blocking the road to the Kodori
Gorge (rom the east.

36. By 20:40, Abkhazian paramilitary forces fully occupied Upper Abkhazia.

Detailed Timeline of Russian Air Attacks on Upper Abkhazia

Date and time of air bomhing - | Area

9 Aug — 13:42-13:50 Large part of Kodori Gorge

9 Aug — 14:03-14:11 Village Omarishara

9 Aug — 14:26-14:39 village Ajara

9 Aug— 14:26-14:39 Village Chkhalta |
9 Aug—22:20-22:30 ' Village Chkhalta T

Village Genlsyisi

10 Aug -- 06:02-09:15 | Village Ajara

Village Chkhalla

10 Aug —12:22-12:26 Village Chkhalta

10 Aug— 13:51-13:55

10 Aug --15:05-15:15 Large part of Kodori Gorge

- 15



10 Aug — 16:09-16:14

Large part of Kodori Gorge

10 Aug— 17:21-17:355

Large part of Kodori Gorge

10 Aug — 19:40-20:05

Parts of Kodori Gorge

10 Aug —20:23-20:27

Parts of Kodori Gorge

10 Aug —22:03-22:09

Village Gentsvisi

11 Aug — 00:19-00:39

PParts of Kodori Gorge

11 Aug —02:09-02:40

Village Chkhalta

11 Aug —03:03-03;29

Parts of Kodori Goree

Fl Ang— 19:05-19:10

Parls of Kodori Gorge

Occupied Véﬂages in Upper Abkhazia

Georgian government has lost control over 22 villages in Upper Abkhazia, which used to be under its
administration prior to the August war: '

] Sakem

2. Omarishara
3, Gvandra

4 Left Gentsvishi
5. Right Genisvishi
6, . Khutia

7. Zemo Ajara
8. Kvemo Ajara
9. Nakhari

10. Mramba

11 Khetskvara
12. Left Ptish

13. Right Prish
14, Chkhalta

15. Budzguri

16. Shabatkyara
17. Zemo Zima
18. Kyemo Zima
19, Kwvabchara
20, Buchukun
21. Adrgara

22. ‘Tvibrasheni



3. What types of units were used and how many troops were deployed in general and for
particular operations? What percentage were conscripts and reservists?

a}) What types of units were used and how many troops were deployed in general and for
particular operations?

From the Georgian side the following units were engaged in military operations during the conflict
{total strength approximately 10,000);

- Land T'orces Command — 1I, 111, IV Infantry Brigudes, 1 Artillery Brigade, 53rd [nfantry
Battalion (Battalion), Artillery and Mechamized Battalions (Ist Brigade), Separate Tank
Battalion, Separate Infantry Battalion, Air Defense Baftalion, Medical Battalion.

- Air Torces Command — 5u-25 fixed wing, Mi-24 rotary wing, Mi-8/17, UH-1H rotary wing,
Air Defense radar and SITTORAD (Short Range Air Defense) units.

Special Forces Command — SE Battalion.

- Bducation Department — mountain training school’s Co size unit, Krtsanisi Training Center Co
(Company) sizc unit.

- National Guard DBepartment — reserve units.

-~ Military Police Department — traffic management teams.

- Armed Forces Logistic Department — Log Support Battalion.

- Anti-riot and counter terrorism Battalion size units of the Ministry of Internal Affairs,

I Brigade was in Iraq and afler return was not cmployed in batile,

As from the Russian side, here is an incomplete Iist of the Russian army units, which participated in
the invasion of Georgia (this information was gathered from different Russian media sources):

1. The 58th Army of the Russian (Ground Forces, including:

The 19th Motor Rifle Division — Vladikavkaz, North Ossetia, represented by:

135th Separate Motor Rifle Regiment — Prochladni, Kabardino-Balkaria (the one that
entered on August 7th);

693rd Motor Rifle Regiment ~ Zaramag, North Ossctia (the one that entered on August
7th); .

429th Motor Rifle Regiment named after Kuban Cossacks — Mozdok, North Ossetia
503rd Motor Rifle Regiment — Troitskoe, Ingushetia;

292nd Self-propetled Artillery Regiment — Viadikavkaz, North Osselia;

1415th Separate Jet-Propelled Artillery Battalion — Prochladni, Kabardino-B alkaria;
141st Separate Tank Battalion — Vladikavkaz, North Ossetia;

239th Separate Intelligence Battalion — Viadikavkaz, North Ossetia;

136th Scparate Motor Rifle Brigade — Buinaksk, Dagestan;

481st Air-Delence Missile Regiment — Vladikavkaz, North Ossetia;

The 42nd Motor Rifle Division — Khankala, Chechuys, represented by
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*  Special Battalion “Vostok” — Gudermes, Chechnya (currently, under the GRU
command);

= 70th Motar Rifle Regiment — Shali, Chechnya;

¥ 71st Motor Rifle Regiment — Khankala, Chechnya;

» 291st Motor Rifle Regiment — Borzoi, Chechnva;

= The 33rd Motor Rifle Mountain Brigade — Botlikh, Dagestan (formed by Vladimer Putin’s
30 June 2006 special decree — fully manned by | December 2007);

» The 34th Motor Rifle Mountain Brigade — Zelenchuk, Karachai-Cherkessia (formed by
Vladimer Putin’s 30 June 2006 special decree — was deployed 1o Abkhazia, but did nol

participate in hostilities);

s The T14ih Rocket Brigade — Znamensk, Astrakhan district (Tochka-U and Tskander
missiles), lesting center in Kapustin lar, Astrakhan district:

» 67th Scparate Anti-Aireraft Rocket Brigade — Volgograd, Volgograd district;

= 20th Motor Rifle Division — Volgograd, Volgograd district (was deployed to Abkhazia, but
did not participate in hostilities);

2. The Russian Aivborne Forces, including:
s The 76th Airborne Division — Pskov, Pskov district, represented by:
= [04th Airborne Regiment;

e 234 Airborne Regiment;

¢ The 98th Airborne Division — Ivanovo, tvanovo district, represented by
= 217th Parachute Regiment;

@ The 45th Scparate Intelligence Regiment — Kubinka, Moscow district, namely, its 218th
special forces batialion; :

« The 7th Airborne (Mountain} Division — Novorosiysk, Krasnodar krai, represented by
= 247th Airbone Assault Caucasus Cossack Regiment — Stavropol, Stavropol krai

(entered Kodori Goreg);

s The 31st Airborne Brigade — Ullanovsk, Ulianovsk district (st deployed to Abkhazia, but
did not participale in hostilitics);

3. The Ru.s‘.s‘ian Military Inielligence (GRU) Special Forces, including.

»  The 22nd Special Forees Brigade — Aksai, Rostov district
= The 10th Special Forces Brigade — Molkino, Krasnodar district;

4. The Russian Adir Forces ncluding:
» ‘The 4th Army of the Russian Air Forces — Rostov on Don, Rostov district, represented by:

= Ist Alr Division’s (Eysk, Krasnodar krai) 368th Assault Aviation Regiment —
Budyonnovsk, Stavropol krai (SU-25);
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» Ist Air Diviston’s (Eysk, Krasnodar krai) 461st Assault Aviation Rcgiment —
Krasnodar, Krasnodar krai (SU-25); :

The 37th Air Army of the High Supreme Coramand (Siralegic Purpose) - Moscow,

represented by .

* 22nd Heavy Bomber Air Division’s (Engels, Saratov district) 52nd Heavy Bomber Air
Regiment — Shaykovka, Kaluga district (TU-22M3);

= 22nd Heavy Bomber Air Division’s (Engels, Saratov disirict) 840th Heavy Bomber Air
Regiment — Soltsy, Novgorod district (Tu-22M3);

The 929th State Flight and Test Center of the Ministry of [efense of the Russian
Federation named afier V.P.Chkaloy — Akhtiubinsk, Astrakhan district (SU-24M);

The 4th Center of Combat Application and Training of Pilots named afler V.P.Chkalov —
Iipetsk, Lipetsk district {(SU-24M);

Some other SU-24, SU-25, SU-27, MIG-29 afr-regimenis {exact names unknown). A large
number of these planes flew up from the Mozdok airbasc in North Ossetia;

5. The Black Sea Fleet of the Russicn Naval Forces, including:

30th Surface Warship Division®s 11ih Anti-submarine Ship Brigadc, represented by:
@ Guided Missile Cruiser “Moskva,” 1583;
= ASW Destroyer “Smetliviy,” 1969;

30th Surlace Warship Division’s 197th Amphibious Ship Brigade, represented by:
s Landing Ship “Tsezar Kunikov,” [986;

Landing Ship “Saratov,” 1966;
= Landing Ship “Yamal,” 1987;

41st Missile Boat Brigade’s 166th Navorossiysky Small Missile Boat Battalion, represented
by: .

«  Guided Missile Corvelte “Mirazh,” 1983;

x  Guided Missile Corvette “Samum,” 1991

184th Novorossiysk Coastal Defence Brigade, represented by:
e ASW Corvette “Povoring,” 1989;
8 ASW Corvette “Kasimov,” 1986;

112th Pairol Ship Brigade, represented by:
= Small Patrol Ship “Equator,” 1968;

68th Coastal Defence Warship Brigade’s 400th Antisubmarine Ship Battalion, represented
by:
ASW Corvette “Suzdalets,” 1983;

68th Coastal Defence Warship Brigade’s 418th Minesweeper Batlalion, represented by
" Seagoing Minesweeper “Turbinisi”, 1972;
= Seagoing Minesweeper “Zhukov”, 1977.

b} What percentage were conscripts and reservists?
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All units involved from the Georgian side were comprised of professional servicemen and no
vonscripts participated in the hostilities. Due to the scale of the Russian invasion, the Ministry of
Defense of Georgia issued an order to mobilize reservists (approximately 5,000 were mobilized).
However, they did noi engage in hostilities.

6. What were the organization and the chain of command and control?

The chain of command and céutrol of the Georgian military operation:

wilitary Command ‘
Centre, Juint Stall

[ e o A —
: " - ! i e . )
Logistic © National Guard JIT K ! Military Police
Department [ Department TCP ¢ Department
!
l _ | ’
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Battalion ! Vehicle . e
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7. What were the levels of decisions for the choice of targets and assets engaged?

In fine with the objectives of the operation and based on intelligence data, the Joint Task Force TCPE of
Georgian armed forces identified military targets that were communicated 1o the tactical level.

Fire was directed at two types of targets: a) pre~determined targets based on intelligence information:

b) targets identificd during the operation, from where the fire against Georgian-controlled villages,
peacekeepers as well as against the GAF originated.

The predctermined target matrix with cnemy positions was elaborated by the J2 departmeni for
Artillery and the Air Force. In addition to predelérmined targets, tirc was directed at targets that due to
their use by the enemy for combat purposes became legitimate targets,



According to the Rules of Engagement in force, unit commanders (at Brigade, Battalion, Company,
Platoon level) identified individual targets of such nature during combat and were authorized {0 make
decisions on returning fire. o

Categories of Artillery Objectives und Assets Engaged

1.

o

e
.

Military objectives inside the city of Tskhinvali and its outskirts as well as fire su pport for the
GAT movements on the flanks (Howitzers and guns of 120, 152 and 203mm caliber);

Moving enemy convoys on the Dzara and Geri by-pass roads as well as in the vicinily of the
Gupta bridge (122 and 162mm MRLS); and

The Gupta bridge (203mm gun and air bombing).

Predetermined Military Targets, Including Russicn Militury Convo iy Moving South

o T L N

9.

10.
11
12.
13.

14

The Gupta bridge;

Armored convoys in the by-pass roads of Dzara and Gei:

The so-called “rehabilitation centre” in Tskhinvali (Barracks of 2,500 servicemen).

The so-called Ministry of Defense in Tskhinvali; _

The headquarters of proxy militants in the so-called “Shanghai” settlement in Tskhinvali;

A platoon [ortified position reinforced with three tanks in the vicinity of the asphalt factory in

Tskhinvali; '

A company fortified position reinforeed with armor units (Tliakana hejght); .

A platoon fortified position reinforced with 3-5 armor in the vicinity of the so-called tractor
factory in Tskhinvali; ' -

A platoon fortified position reinforced with 3-5 armor in the vicinity of the cement factory in
Tskhinvali: ' _

One baftalion of enemy artillery located in the vicinity of the villages of Dampaleti and
Monasieri;

One armored unit in the vicinity of the village of Kusireti:

Arfillery positions in the vicinity of the village of Khetagurovo:

A platoon fortified position reinforced with armor and 120mm rortars in the vicinity of the
village of Ubiati;

‘the military basc on Uradanta Mountain.

8. What training had been given to troops involved in the operations on the International Law of
Conflict? What plans were made for the pretection of civilians before military operations began?
What did the regular forces do in order to prevent homan rights violatious, including Jooting,
burning of houses cte., during the hostilities of Angust 2008 and afterwards?

a)

What training had been given to troops evolved in the operations on the International
Law of Conflict? '

A thorough course on International Humanitarian Law is part of the academic program of the
Georglan Armed Forces’ Military Academy. Lectures are delivercd by instructors trained in San-
Remo during a series of courses of International Humanitarian Law, crganized by the International
Committee of the Red Cross.

In

addition, an agrcement “On Cooperation in the Arca of Integration of International

Humanitarian Law” was signed between the Ministry of Defense of Gieorgia and the International
Commitiee of the Red Cross on October 25, 2002. On March 16, 2007, a “Memorandum of
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Understanding between the Ministry of Defense of Georgia and the International Committee of the
Red Cross in the field of Dissemination of the Rules of Intemational [umanitarian Law™ was
signed. On the basis of these agreements, representatives of the Georgian Armed Forces attended
workshops on International ITumanitarian Law.

It is noteworthy and relevant io mention that a significant number of Georgian Armed Forces
personnel participated in different peacekeeping and international peace support operations,
including in Iraq and Kosovo. All of those servicemen received extensive training in Tnternational
[Mumanitarian Law.

b) What plans were made for the protection of civilians before military operations began?

Due to the fact that Georgian government had no planning conducted for military operations, no
specific plan for the protection of civilian population cxisted.

Order of the President of Georgia issued on August 7, 2009 on launching defensive operation in
response (o ongoing Russian invasion specifically defined protection of civilians in the Tskhinvali
Region/South Ossetia as one oul of four primary objectives. Georgian military were not only
bound Lo respect principle of distinction but also requested to cnsure protection of civilians,
including those residing in villages under the control of central government, north of Tskhinvali,
subject to heavy artillery shelling.

Detailed informalion about the actual performance of Georgian Armed forces is provided in the
answers to the Humanitarian and Military sections of the questionnaire. Within the context of this
question information about the context and aims of the humanitarian corridor cstablished by the
Georglan government on 8 August 15:00 is of importance. Despite risky from military point of
view for the purpose of allowing remaining civilians to leave arcas affected by military operations
Georgian government declared humanitarian. corridor from 15:00 to 18.00 from Tskhinvali to
Ergneti. '

¢) What did the regular forces do in order to prevent human rights viclations, including
loofing, burning of houses ete., during the hostilities of August 2008 and afterwards?

During the hosiilities, earlier trainings in human rights, military police presence and clear
instruction coming [rom the superior authority was to ensure, that all civilians in the arca affected
by the war were protected. It is notoworthy, that Georgian militaries have not been accused of
looting nor mistreatment of civilians. However, if any credible information becomes available w
Georgian government, it will be thoroughly investigated.

Il 1s noted by the [luman Righis Watch, that Georgian military strictl v followed the order of the
President to “Protect Civilians™

The majority of witnesses interviewed by Human Rights Watch did not complain about other-
tvpes of violations against them by the Georgian forces. Judging by their statements, in most
cases the troops entering the villages did wot deliberately cause physical harm to civilions,

Several Ossctiun interviewees said that (Geovgian soldiers told them they were under ovders 1o

look for and pursue Ossetian militias, but to spare women, children and elderly during the

ground offen sive,’

! Human Rights Watch, Lip fn Iff’ames Humanttarian Law Violations and Civilin Victims in the Conflicr over South
Cssetia, 2009, p. 61



Zareta Z., from the village of Surabuki, said that when Georgian soldiers enterved the hasement
where she was hiding with her husband, they 1old them, “Now youll live with us, with
Georgians, and we’ll live in peace. Misha [Saakashyili] told us not to louch women and
children. We're instructed 1o kill the young guys [fighters] only. And that's what we 'll do. You
are not to worry.” Another woman from the same village, “Svetlana S.," also said that the
Georgian soldiers weve felling the residents, "' We fave not killed any residents and we are hot

. . - g oand
Loing ol Everyone is sgfe!

It is also to be noted, that even aftcr Russian ocoupation Georgian Government tried iis best to
maintain at least minimal police presence to provide sonie protection to the civilians. Police was
indeed the last {o leave the villages and towns after Russian forces arrival. For the sole purpose of
providing moral support to civilian population and at least record, if not to prevent the
mistreatment and looting, police in Zugdidi (west Georgla) even agreed to be disarmed by
oceupational forces in exchange of the permission to stay,

However, it must be admitted, that no effective resull was achisved from these efforts, as human
tights violations by Russian militavies as ‘well as their proxy authorities and irrcgular forces,
mistreatment, looting, burning, killing and discrimination on cthnic grounds was a heavy burden on
civil population of affected areas during the hostilities as well as aftermath.

16. What plans were made for a withdrawal and redeployment of forces from the zome of
conflict? What was the sequenice and timing of any such withdrawal or redeployment?

a) What plans were made for a withdrawal and redeployment of Forces from the zone of
conflict?

A plan for withdrawal of Georgian Armed Forces from the conflict zone was claborated during the
war. No such plan existed prior to the war.

b) What was the sequence and tinting of any such withdrawal or redeployment?

On August 10, 2008, the Georgian Armed Forcos were ordered to pull back and to take defensive
- positions at the South Ossciia administrative border.

On August 11, 2008, the Georgian Armed Forces were ordered (o withdraw from the theafre of
war, to move to secure areas, and to conduct appropriate activities for defending ihe capital Thilisi.

* 1luman Rights Watch, Up In Flames: Fumanitarian Law Vielations and Civilian Viclims in the Conflict over South
Cssetia, 2009. p. 61

¥ Qe annex [0 (38: The List of Incidents
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Deployment of Russian Armed Forces in Ts,%hmvm’z Region/South Ossetia in July-August 2008 - prios
oy the hostilities

*  From July 4-6, 10 armored vehicles entered the Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia from the Russian
Federation via the Roki Tunnel (Georgian intelligence data, FTUMINT). Then from July 13-14, 13 1-72
Lype tanks were reported moving from the town of Alagir, North Ossetia towards the Roki Tunne!, as
well as 6 “UTral” type trucks loaded with soldiers werc driving from the village of Zaramag, North
Ossetia towards the Roki T'unnel {Georgian intelligence data, HUMINT).

= On July 23, a group of 120 Russian doctors/medics was reporied to have arrived in Tskhinvali and
started working at the Tskhinvali hospital (Georgian intelligence data, HUMINT).

“ By the end of July {exact date and time unknown), large tents wore set up on the territory of the new
Russian military base in ihe northwestern part of Tskhinvali (for about 1,500-2,000 persons).
According to information from Russian peacekecpers, soldiers from the 33rd Motor Rifle Mountain
Brigade (centered in Botlikh, Dagestan) were soon to be deployed there (Georgian intelligence data,
HUMINT).

s Following these steps, on August 3, units of the separate reconnaissance battalion of the the 19th
Motor Rifle Division of the 58th Russian Army were reported to be deployed in the Java district
through the Roki Tunnel (Georgian inielligence data, HUMINT).

¢ On August 4, during the night, 10 units of armor (BTR/BMP vehicles) were brought into the
Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia from the Russian Federation and distributed among the de facto
regime irrcgular forces. I'wo vehicles were handed over to the de facio regime irregular forces unit
located in the village of Dmenisi, Tskhinvali district (Georgian intelligence data, ITIUMINT).

*  On Angust 3, during the day, 40 units of self-propelled artillery and a reconnaissance battalion of the
33rd Motor Rifle Mountain Brigade from Botlikh, Dagestan were deployed in South Ossetia through
the Reki Tunnel, and 30 artillery gims were brought into the Java district. Some units of the 58th
Army were reported to be mobilized near the Roki Tunnel in North Ossetia, Russia, including the
135th Separate Motor Rifle Regiment from Prokhladniy, Kabardino-Balkaria and the 693rd Motor
Rifle Regiment from Zaramag, North Gssetia (Georgian intelligence data, ITUMINT).

e On August 6, during the night, several units o[ armor (including B1R ‘sand RMP vehicles, as well as
sclf-propelled artillery systems) were brought into South Ossctia from the Russian Federation and
deployed ncar the southern entrance to the Roki Tunnel (Georgian intelligence data, HUMINTY).

¢ On August 7, at 03:25, the MIA of Georgia obtained the first communication intercept according to
which a Ruqsmn m:lltaw unit that included tanks and military trucks loaded with soldiers entered the
Roki Tunncl. At 03:41, a large number of acmored vehicles, tanks and military trucks of the Russian
regular army streamed into the Roki Tunnel and were deployed in the Java district. This is confirmed
by two mobile telephone conversations intercepted by the MIA of Georgia.” Numerous articles in the
Russian press also confirm that Russian army units, namely parts of the 693rd and 135th motor riflc
regiments of the 58th army, had entered South Ossclia prior to August 8.° As reported by the South

* See annexes 39 and 40 of the answer to tho question 1 of the military sct of guestions
¥ See annexes 41-46 of the answer (o 1he guestion 1 of the military sel of questions
¥ Sce annexes 47-67 ol the answer to the question 1 of the military sel of questions
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Ossetian de facto regime’s main newspaper “Tuznaia Ossetia”, on that night the head of South Ossetian
proxy authorities, Eduard Kokoity travelled from Tgkhim ali to the Java district “in order to meet
wilh representatives of the Russian Ministry of Defense.” Significantly, Russia has not disputed the
authenticity of the intcrcepts. Russia initially denied existence of any such convoys. After facing the
evidonee, howu«ur the Russian military claimed this movement of troops was part of “normal
rotation”.® The Russian explanation that these calls refer to a routine rotation of their peacckeeping
troops is false. According to the peacce agreoment in force at that time, any rolation should have
happened during daylight, no peacekeeping units were allowed to possoss tanks and all relevant parties
should have been notified (i.e. the Georgian Government and OSCLY) a month in advance. None of this
happened. The previous rotation of Russian forees was in May 2008. '

On August 7, during the day, Georgian authorities received military intelligence according to which
Russian troops (which had never re-deployed from July’s North Caucasus milifary exercises) were put
on high alert and had received orders to prepare to move towards the Georgian border,

At around 12:00, head of Abkhazian proxy authorities Sergey Bagapsh announced that he had put
Abkhazian armed forces on alert in order to provide military assistance to South Ossetia and that a

battalion from the Nosth Caucasus military district of Russra had already entered Tskhinvali Region
(this stalement was broadeasted by Russian TV at 17:00).”

On August 7, late in the cvening, the Georgian government received multiple human intelligence
roports that about 150 armored vehicles and trucks with Russian soldiers were approaching the Roki
‘Tunnel from Russia and moving towards the I'skhinvali Region/South Ossclia. Later, multiple signal
intercepts of phonc conversations ameng the de facto security and military officials that took place
between 02:20 and 04:30 on August 8 confirm that Russian military columns were sirefched from the
Roki Tunoel to the village of Yava'”

7 See annex 68 of the answer 10 the question 1 of the Military Set of Questions

¥ “Georpia Offers Fresh Evidence on War's Start,” by Dan Bilefsky, C.J. Chivers, Thom Shanker and Michacl Schwirtz, The
New York Times, Sept. 16, 2008, URL.: hipifiwww nylimes. com/2008/09/16/world/europe/16georgia. html ?partner rssnyt&.
EMIC=Tr3s

¥ See amex 77 of the answer 1o the question 1 of the military set of guestions

* Sec anncxes 81-86 of the answer to the guestion | of the military set of questions



Russian Military preparations in Abkhazia

Russian Government has supported Abkhazian proxy authorities in army build-up, especlally for
the last several years, providing military cquipment, organizing trainings of Abkhazian officers in
Russian military fraining centers, sending military instructors to Abkhazia and appointing officials
in the Abkhazian proxy authoritics,

Military Trainings in Abkhazia in 2005-2008

On April 18-21 2005, large-scale military trainings were conducted in Abkhazia. Mere than 3000
soldiers of artillery, naval, tank and aviation units {most of them roscrvists) participated in theso
tratings. Tactical trainings were conducted at the level of battalions, as well as special trainings
for preventing deployment of airborne troops.

In the beginning of February 2006, Commander of Russian Airborne ‘Troops, General Aleksandr
Kolmakov visited Abkhazia for two days.'!

Large scale military trainings were organized from February 20 until April 27 2006 in Abkhazian
de facto regime armed {orees, in which more than 5000 soldicrs and reservists participated.

On November 19-21 2007, tactical trainings werc conducted in Abkhazian de facto regime armed
forces, in which the third battalion of mountain shooters participated.

On March 24-28 2008, command and mobilization trainings of’ Abkhazian de facto regime armed
forces were conducted. Military units of the so-called castern group of Abkhazian armed forces
and reserve brigades, on total 4000 soldiers participated in these exercises. '

On June 24-27 2008, Abkhazian de facto regime armed forces were conducting mobilization and
opcration-tactical trainings. High-level representatives of Abkhazian proxy regime’s MOD),
commanders and officers of the so-called castern group of arned forces, representatives of air
defense and artillery together with officers of Russian General Staff participated in the tain ings."

In his July 7 2008 intervicw with Russian information agency “Utro” de facto Minister of Defense
of Abkhazia Merab Kishmaria declared that Russian instructors prepared Abkhazian soldicrs and
that he paid them according 1o contract. e added thal they were just dointg this without
publicity.”*

Reussian Army and Special Services Officials in Abkhazia

During the last few years, some of the key posilions in Abkbazian proxy regime’s power
ministries have been held by Russian citizens, high-ranking officers of Russian Armed Forces and
Special Services:

" hitpriwws.redstar.ru2006/02/10_02/ himl

" Respublika Abkhazia, March 18, 2008,

" Respublika Abkhazia, June 28, 2008.

ttpwww utro.rdarticles 2008/07/07/ 745948 sheml
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7. Denis Ermichev — Depuly Head of International Military Cooperation Division of the de Facto
Ministry of Dcfense of Abkhazia.

& Vasily Solovyov ~ Chiel of Staff of the Scrvice of Armament and Lquipment at the de facto
Ministry of Deflense of Abkhazia.

9. On 20 September 2007, a special task unit of thc Ministry of Intemal Affairs of Georgia
neutralized an armed grouping of 18 people in the Kodori Gorge, which had planned an attack on
the new road connecting Upper Abkhazia with the rest of Georgia. The commander of the
grouping and his deputy were killed in the exchange of fire. They were identified as: Tgor
Muzavatkin (Vice-Colonel of Russlan armed forces, a [ormer member of the Collective
Peacekeeping Forces, former officer of Maykop division, member of the CPKF for 7 years, served
on the contract basis in the border troops division of the Abkhazian separatist security service) and
Artur Zorin (Major of Russian armed forces, also a former member of the CPKL).

Build-up of Military Infrastructure in Abkkazia by Russian Armed Forces in the Spring of 2008

1.

On March 6, 2008, Russia withdrew from the 1996 CIS agreement, which prohibited CIS member
states from military relations with Abkhazia and on April 16, 2008, Russian President Viadimir Putin
issued a decree urging the Russian government fo establish direct relations with the de facto
authoritics of Abkhazia and South Ossctia. Henceforth, Russian government quickly embarked on
strenglhening military infrastructure in Abkhazia, including the Bombora military base near Gudaula,
which must have been closed according to the Istanbul agreement of 1999.

L. On April 17, several “Ural” Lype trucks carrying 300 Russian contract soldiers entered the military
basc in Ochamchire seaport (Georgian intelligence data, HUMIN'T).

[

On April 20, at 10:00, a Russian fighter plane, attacked aod shot down a Georgian Unmanncd
Aerial Vehicle “Hermes- 450 above village Gagida, Gali district. This fact was confirmed by the
UN special inv cstlgation '

3. On April 25, 2008, on a meeling with Moscow Mayor Yury Luzhkov, head of Abkhazian proxy
autharitics Ser rge el Bagapsh stated rlmt Abkhazia was ready to sign a mllltan agreement with
Russia:

4. On April 29, the Russians started fo increase their peacckeeping contingent deployed in the
Georglan-Abkhaz conflict 7onc. as btdtf'd by the Russian Ministry of Dofense and the Russian
Ministry of I‘oreign AfTairs.'®

5. On April 29, an ochelon of 30 train cars crossed the Georgian-Russian Border near the river Psou
by railway carrymg 26 unifs of camouflaged armor vehicles, among them BMDs, D-30 type
‘howitzers, etc. The echelon had 4 additional passenger cars, carrying soldicrs from the Novorosiisk
military base. The cargo was unloaded in Sokhumi railway station and from there the soldiers and
armament wore distributed to Maiak military base in Sokhumi, to Tsebelda military site (in the

* Sec annex § of the answer (o the question 1 of the military set of questions

1% gec annexes 6 and 7 of the answer Lo the question 1 of the military set of questions
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14.In July 2008, with the help of Russian specialists, the construction of Okhurei military base in

Tkvarcheli district was [inished. On July 8, 2008, additional Russian soldiers, 4 BIR-70 and 4
BRDM type military vehicles and several anti-aireraft systems were deployed at the base.

By mid July 2008, scveral hundred soldiers and 44 military vehicles were observed at the Bombora
military base. With Russian assistance, theee large barracks were rebuilt at the Bombora military
base, waiting for deployment of [resh forces.

On July 30, 2008, the Commander of Russian railway troops, Heutonant Geancral 8. Klimets visited
Abkhazia and together with Abkhazia’s de facto regime’s vice-premier Alexander Steanichkin
opened the reconstructed railway.



Military aspects — additional questions and answers
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Independent International Fact-Finding Missicn on the Conflict in Georgia

Mission d'Enguéte Internationale Indépendante sur le Conflit en Géorgie

Additional questions to the Govemments of the Russian Federation and
Georgia, related to military issues

A. On Russian Peacekeeping Forces (PKF)

1. When were the PKF fired at for the first time in Verkhny Gorodok, Lower and Upper Cantonment, Joint Headquarters,
posts outside Tskhinvali and by which weapons?

2. When did the Russian PKF suffer their first casualties and materiel losses? (Please specify.)

3. When did the Commander of the Joint Peacekeeping Forces (JPKF), General Murat Kulakhmetov, inform the O8CE
about these firings and casualties?

4. Did Russian PKF post on the roof of the main building in Verkhny Gorodok provide coordinates to the South Ossetian
militia or the North (South) Ossetian PKF Battalion?
a. If yes, from which time onwards? .
b.  Was there a telephone conversation between General Murat Kulakhmetov and the Georgian Commander of the
Georgian PKF, General Mamuka Kurashvili, on this issue?
¢ Ifyes, did Kurashvili warn Kulakhmetov to discontinue coordinating with South Ossetian militias before Georgian
faorces opened targeted fire against Russian or Ossetian PKF?

5. Which other coordination between Russian PKF and North (South) Ossetian PKF and South Ossetian militia tock place
during the defence of Tskhinvali?

6. JPKF reserve units:
a. When was the JPKF reserve force (300 personnel to which every PKF battalion was entitled) called towards
Tskhinvali?
b. From when onwards had General Kulakhmetov tactical control over these inils? Which units/equipment?
c. When did these units arrive in Tskhinvali / at the Russian PKF positions?
d. Did these units send reconnaissance parties or liaison teams ahead to Tskhinvali or to Java? If yes, when?

7. Did the Russian air force give close air support to the Russian PKF Battalion deployed in Tskhinvali on 8/ August
20087 If yes, when and how many sorties? :

B. On the Peacekeeping Battalion of North Ossetia — Alania

1. Was the North Ossetian PKF Battalion de facto a South Ossetian Battalion (personnel)?

2. Was this PKF Battalion considered a unit of the Russian Federation or of South Ossetia?

3. What was the strength and armament of this battalion?

7 bis Avenue de la Pzix P.O. Box 12%5 1211 Geneva i Switzerland

T rd41 22 906 83 80 F +41 22 906 83 39 mission@ceiig.ch 101



Independent International Fact-Finding Mission on the Conflict in Georgia
Mission d’Enquete Internationale Indépendante sur le Conflit en Géorgie
4. To what extent has the Ossetian PKF Battalion coordinated action with the South Qssetian militia - during the

escalation and after the launch of a full scale hostilities? '

5 When and where did the Ossetian PKF Battalion see action — during escalation and armed conflict?

C. On the Georgian PKF Battalion

1. What was the étrength and armament of the Georgian Battalion during escalation and at the Taunch of a full-scale
hostilities?

2. What was the role of the Georgian PKF Battalion during the escalation and the deployment of regular Georglan torces?
2. In the belt South of Tskhinvali? -
b. In the string of Georgian villages North of Tskhinvali?
¢. Along the Georgian by-pass road {Geri - Dmenisi — Sarabuki Heights efc.)
{please specify action, time and Iocation)

3. To what extent did the Georgian PKF Battaiion coordinate with the Special Forces of the Geargian Ministry of Interior
and with the Georgian militia (under Sanakoyev administration)?

4. From which direction did the Georgian PKF Battalion participate in the attack on Tskhinvali? (South. Avrievi, Nikozi:
North: Tamaresheni; East:.Georgian by-pass road Geri - Dmenisi?}, if at all? :

B. On the Special Forces of the Georgian Ministry of Interior (MIA)}

1. Which strength did the Special Forces of the MIA have and which armament did they hold during the escalation and
after the outbreak of full-scale hostilities?

2. What was their role during the escalation, the deployment of regufar Georgian forces and after the outhreak of full-scale
hostilities?

a. In the belt South of Tskhinvali?
b. In the string of Georgian villages North of Tskhinvali?
¢. Along the Georgian by-pass road (Geri — Dmenisi ~ Sarabuki Heights etc.)?

{(please specify action, time and location)

E. On the Scuth Ossetian Militia

1. Which strength and armament did the South Ossetian Militia dispose of al the outbreak of the August hostilities?

2. Which weapons did they use during fighting in Kethagurovo, Muguti, Theti, Dmenisi and other villages as well as the -
town of Tskhinvali ?

4. How did they coordinate with Russian and Ossetian Peacekeepers?

7 bis Avenue de la Paix P.O. BDox 1295 1211 Geneva 1 Switzeriand

T +41 22 906 83 &0 Fo-41 22 906 83 31 mission@cetig.ch
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£, On Russian Peacekeeping Forces {PKF)

1. When were the PKF fired st for the first time in Verkhny Gorodok, Lower and Upper
Cantonment, Joint Headguarters, posts outside Tskhinvali and by which weapons?

As already reported in the answers to question 1-3 of the military set of questions, on August 8, at
around 06:00, the Special Ferces unit of the Ministry of Internal Affairs o7 Georgia with “Cobra™
Ligiht Azmored Vehicles and reintorced by several tanks from the Ministry of Defense of Georgia,
moved from viliage Zemo Nikozi wowards the outskirts of Tekhinvaii in order w suppress the fire at
that village coming {romi the proxy regime militants located in the southwestern part of the towa, the
so called “Shanghai” suburb. The MIA Special Forces encountercd sniper and massive armored
vchicie cannon fire from the Russian peacekeeping headguarters “Verkhniy Gorodok™ localed on
the southwestern edge of the town. In addition to that, the roof of the main building of “Verkhaiy
Gorodok™ was used by enemy for correcting artillery fire against Georgian armed forces (see again
annex YU of the answer to the question I of the military set of questions). Under these circumsiances,
the MIA Special Forces were compeiled 1o return fire towards “Verkhniy Goredok™ from automatic
rifles and 12,7 mm heavy machine gung ("Utyos") attached to “Cobra” vehicies and later had o ask
for tank support as well.

A video taken at around 06:00 a.m, on August 8 2008, by a serviceman of the Russian Peacckeeping
Battalion on the territory of “Verkhniy Gorodok”, which was uptoaded close to the anniversary of
the August War on various video-sharing websites, including YouTube, and was also included in a
Russian propaganda mevic shown on Russian TV Channel NTV on Augusi 8 2009, clearly shows
Lnat:

1. By 06:00 a.m. oxt August 8, the main building and other premises of the Russian Peacekeeping
Battalion base in “Verkhoiy Gorodok™ were untouched and there were no casualiics on the spot
contrary to claims by the Russian authoritiss. As already reported in the answer to question | of
the military set of questions, on Augusl § al 02:37, Deputy Mimister of Foreign Affairs of Russia
Grigory Karasin (elephoned Georglan Minister of Foretgn Affairs Grigel Vashadze and
irformed him that Russian armed forces were stariing mililary operation in Tskhinvali
Region/South Ossetia ciling casualties among Russian peacekeepers as a reason for this
decision. Although, the first encounter between Georgian forces and Russian peacekeepers took
place at icast three hours later than Karasin’s phone cali;

2. Georgian police and army units were targeted and shot from “Verkhniy Gorodek™ and this is
confirmed by the voice heard over the video ordering to stop shooting from time 10 tune, while
the shooting continues; '

3. Reciprocal fire was deliberately provoked from “Verkhriy Gorodok:™ when Georgian
government forces responded to the continuous fire from that area — the first bullets fired by
Georgian Special Forces are seen hitting the teop floor of the main building of “Verkhaiy
Gorodok™ from where the fire was conducted and artillery fire corrected — the voice is heard
over the video welcoming such a development.
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See annex A for the video and anncex 3 for the initial source of the video {blog screenshot), where it
1s written that the vidco was taken at around 06:00 a.m. on August &,

A Russian military doctor named Alcksandr (last name unknown), who was sent to the Russian
peacekeeping battalion in Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia at the beginning of July 2008 and stayed
on the territory of “Verkhniv Gorodok™ during the cscalation and the hostilities, also confirms in his
recent interview to a Russian journalist that Georgian forees opened fire ai the Russian PKF base
“Werkhmy Gorodok™ only after 06:00 a.m. on August 8§, whilc the Commander of the Russian PKE
had received an order to open fire against Georgian forces at 04:00 a.m. and that a South Gssetian
mililia {ighter was present on the observation post on the roof of the main building of the base,
correcling artillery fire against Georgian forces (see annex C for the interview).

As reported in the answer to question 3 of the military set of questions, despite the evidence thar
South Osselian de facto regime ircegular forces were using the Russian PKF base *Nizhniy
Gorodok™ for combat purposcs, which was apparent on the ground during the military operation,
Georgian armed forces never opened fire towards “Nizhniy Gorodok.” The latler area, as well the
town of Tskhinvali in general, came under heavy Russian artillery fire upon the entry of the
(eorgian forces into the town. The analysis of the [oolage broadeasted by the Russian TV Channel
NTV' shows thal the GRAD missile that exploded next to the peacékeepers’ headquarters came
Trom the north. In another open source mterview, a Russian soldicr admits [fring GRADs at the town
of Tskhinvali.®

It is important to note that none of the checkpoints of the Russian peacekeeping battalion iocated
outside the town of Tskhinvali were targeted by Georgian armed forces. The situation on all joint
c-héckpeints of the JPKF in the conflict zong, such as I'stveriakho Mountain, villages Megvrekisi,
Artsevi and others, remained calm despitc the ongoing hostilities, Georgian and Russian
peacekeepers were standing side by side on all joint peacckecping checkpoints until late in the
evening of August 9. Georgian peacekeepers abandoned their checkpoints only afier Georgian
forces retreated from the town of Tskhinvali and Russian regular troops started to oceupy Tskhinvali
Regicn/South Cssetia. '

2. When did the Russian PKF suffer their first casualties and materiel losses? (Please specify)

In the light of the facts described above, the Russian Peacekeeping Torces could not have suffered
casualtics and materiel losses before 06:00 a.m. on August 8. Morcover, Commander of the JPKE
General Marat Kutakhmetov could not confirm any infermation on casualiies even at around 17:00
on August 8. See annexes D and E for transcripts and audio files of the infercepted tclephone
conversations.

" See amnex 24 of the answer 10 guestion 3 of the military set of guestions.
© See annexes 935 and 96 of the answer to the question 1 of the military set of questions,



3. When did the Commander of the lJeint Peacekeeping Forces (IPKF), General Marat
Kutakhmetov, inform the OSCE akout these firings and casualties?

N/A

4. Did Russian PKF post on the roof of main building in Verkhny Goredok provide coordinates to
the South Ossetian militia or the North {South] Cssetian PKF Battalicn?
a. If yes, from which time onwards?
b. Was there a telephone conversation between General Marat Kulakhmetov and the
Georgian Commander of the Georgian PKF, General Mamuka Kurashvili, on this issue?
c. If ves, did Kurashvili warn Kulakhmetov to discontinue ccordinating with South Ossetia
militias befcre Georgian forces opened targeted fire against Russian and Ossetian PKF?

As already reported in the answers to the military set of questions, on August 7 a member of South
Ossctian de facto regime irregular forces Oleg Galavanov was correcting artiliery fire against
Georgian government forces from the observation post located on the roof of the main building in
“Werkhniy Gorodok” (see again media article in annex 90 of the answer to question 1 of the military

set of questions confirming this story). The above-mentioned Russian military doctor named’

Aleksandr (last name unknown), also confirms in his interview that a South Ossctian militia fighter
was presenl on the observation post located on the roof of the main building in “Verkhniy
Gorodok.” correcting artillery fire against Georgian forces and that the first shot fired by Georgians
hit this South Ossctian artillery [ive spotter, who was the first 1o be brought down to the doctors, but
they could not save his life as he had received critical injurics (see again annex C).

Il 15 not known exactly [rom which time onwards was (Meg Galavanov correcting artilicry (ire from
the roof of the main building in “Verkhniy Gorodok,” but as soon as Georgian peaceksepers figured
oul that this observation post was providing coordinales for artillery shelling to proxy militants, the
Commandcr of Georgian Peacckeepers General Mamuka Kurashwvili called the Commander of the
JPKF General Marat Kutakhmetov at 00:23 on August 8§ and warned him about that (see annexes
87 A and B of the answer (0 question I of military set of questions for the telephone intercept and its
transcriptl.

5. Which other coordination between Russian PFK and North {South} Ossetian PFK and South
Ossetian militia took place during the defense of Tskhinvali?

Please see answers to question B, as well as anwers to question 3 of the military set ol questions.
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6. JPKF reserve units:

a. When was the JPKF reserve force (300 personnel to which every BKF battalion was
entitled) called towards Tskhinvali?

b. From when onwards had General Kulakhmetov tactical control cver these units? Which

units/equipment?

When did these units arrive in Tskhinvali at the Russian PKF position?

d. Did these units send reconnaissance parties or liaison teams ahead to Tskhinvali or to

E')

Java? If yes, when?

According to the Joint Control Commision regulations, each battalion of the JPKF was eniitled to a
reserve of 300 soldiers in case of escalation of situation. However, according to ariicle 5 of the JCC
“Regulation Concerning the Basic principles of Operation of the Military Contingenis and of the
Groups of Military Gbservers Designated for the Normalization of the Situation in the Zone of the
Georgian-Ossetian Conflict” of 6 December 1994, only JCC was entitled to endorsc any changes in
the organizational-personne! structure of the military contingents and military observers. Whercas
according to paragraph 4 of the JCC “Decision on the progress of implementation of the previous
JCC decisions on ceasefire, withdrawal of illegal armed units and measures for further stabilization
of the situgtion in the conflict zone” of September 30-Oclober 2 2004, any rotation of military
persormnel of the JPKF was 1o be conducted in daylight time from 7:00 am. uniil 6:90 p.m, with the
notification of the JCC Co-Chairmen no later than one month before the appeinted day (see annex F
for the relevant JCC documents).

As the last rotation of the Russian PKF battalion was carried out in May 2008, no rotation was
expected for the following 6 months, The JCC Co-Chairmen have not been notified aboul any plans
or steps to add reserve units to the Russian PKE Battalion during the escalation of situation i the
first days of August 2608, Moreover, the Commander of the JPKFE, General Marat Kulakbmetov in
a lelephone conversation with a journalist from Russian news ageney “Interfax’™ slated that he was
not awarc about movements of any Russian military columns towards Tskhinvali Region/South
Qssctia (sec again annex E).

Therelore, Russian regular troops that cntered the Roki Tunncl on 03:23 on August 7 2008 and after
can in no way be portrayed as reserve forces of the Russian PXI or their replacement.

7. Did the Russian air force give close air support to the Russian PKF Battalion deployed in
Tskhinvali on 8/9 August 20087 if yes, when and how many sorties?

Ag alrcady reported in the answers o the military set of questions, fromn the moming of August 8,
Russiar military aircraft started to massively bomb the whole territory of Georgia, including places
located as far as 250 kilometers away from Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia,



Chronology of Russian Alr Bombings of Georsia in August 2008

__ Date and time of air bombing Area -
8 Aug — 09:30-09:44 Yillage Shavshvebi, Gori District N
8 Aug— 10:23-10:43 YillageVariani, Kareli District B
8 Aug— 10:50-11:04 Yillage Tlviavi, Gori District
§ Aug —15:07-15:21 City of Thiiisi, Vaziani airdrome and zirplane |
laciory
P8 Aug—15:50-16:20 Town of Marmeuli |
_ ' Town of Bolnisi
| 8 Aug— 16:39-17:06 Town of Mamecul: 1
& Aug— 18:29-18:58 .| Town of Gori
8-9 Aug —23:44-00:39 City of Thilist, Vaziani airdrome and airplanc
I factory e
8 Aug —23:50 Town of Poti (with “Tochka-U"/SS-21) e
8-9 Aug —23:50-00:23 Town of Poti
9 Aug—019:23-09:45 Kopitnari Airpost near the city of Kutaisi
9 Aug— (09:52-10:24 Town of Gon o
9 Aug— 10:21-10:46 :
9 Aug— [0:29-11:04 Village Shavshvebi, Gor District )
-9 Aug— 13:42-13:50 Large part of Kodori Gorge, Upper Abkhazia
9 Aug - 14:03-14:11 Village Omarishara, Upper Abkhazia
9 Aug —14:26-14:39 ' Village Ajara, Upper Abkhazia _
9 Aug — 14:26-14:39 Yillage Chkhaita, Upper Abkhazia -
¢ Aug— 16:04-16:14 Village Komandeli, Oni District o
G Aug— 17:39-17:30 Jechora Gorge, Oni District N
G Aug— 17:39-17:50
9 Aug— 18:24-18:34
9 Aug—22:20-22:30 Village Chkhalta, Upper Abkhazia
e Village Gentsvisi, Upper Abkhazia
9-10 Aug —23:50-00:23 Town ol Senak; o
10 Aug— 05:27-05:47 City of Thilisi, Vaziani airdrome and airplane |
factory
T Baku-Supsa Oil Pipeline. 25 km section
10 Aug — 06:62-09:15 Village Ajara, Upper Abkhazia
Village Chkhalta, Upper Abkhazia
| Yillage Urte, Zugdidi District
10 Aug — 11:23-11:27 Village Tsedisi, Oai District -
10 Aug — 12:22-12:26 ' Village Chkhalta, Upper Abkhazia ]
10 Aug — 13:51-13:55
10 Aug— 15:05-15:15 Large part of Kodori Gorge, Upper Abkhazia T
1) Aug— 15:09-15:24 Village Knolevi, Kareli District R
) Aug —15:29-15:39 Town of Gorl ]
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[ 10 Aug— 15:40-15:50 Village Anaklia, Zugdidi District _
10 Aug — 16:09-16:14 Large part of Kedori Gorge, Upper Abkhazia

10 Aug — 16:20-16:35
10 Aug ~17:21-17:53

| Village Anaklia, Zugdidi District

Large part of Kodori Gorge, Lgper ,:’\bknayla

10 Aug — 18:42-19:16

City of Thilisi, Leninisi Radar Station near
Thilisi International Airport

10 Aug— 19:40-20:05

10 Aué 20 55 20 2? e e o

| Parts of Kodori Gorge, Upper Abkhazia

Town of Scnaki

Parts of Kodorl Gorge, Upper Abl\naZTa

H) Aug —22: 03-22:09

Village Gentsvisi, U ‘pper Abkhazia

10 Aug — 23:54-00:00

Village Shavshvcebi, Gori District

i1 Aug—00:19-00:39

Parts of Kodori Gorge, Upper Abkhazis

11 Aug— 02:44-03:20

11 Aug - 02:09-02:40 © 0

 Village Chkhalta, Upper Abkhazia

Village Sharclbld?eebl Khelvachauri District
Yillage Kapandichi, Khelvachauri District
Yillage Makho, Khelvachauri District

1 Aug—03:03-03:28

Parts of Kodori Gorge, Upper Abkhazia '

11 Aug— 04:12-04:50

City of T'bilisi, Leninisi Radar Station near
Thilisi International Airport
Shiraki Airfield, Dledopliststkaro District

11 Aug —05:25-06:15
11 Aug —07:10-07:20

Town of Gori

“Village Ganmukhuri, Zugdidi District

Viliage Anaklia, Zugdidi District
Town of Senaki

A1 Aug —19:05-19:10
12 Aug — 01:30-02:00

| Parts of Kodori Gorge, Upper Abkhazia '

\fiildée Ruisi, Kareli District
Town ol Kaspi, Railway Station
Town of Kaspi, leidelberg Cement Factory

12 Aug —09:30-10:55

Town of Gori

Baku-Supsa Gil Pipeline, 27 km section {\a ith

 Town of Gori {(with “Iskander-M"/S§ 26)

Village Sakorinto, Kaspi District

12 Aug—11:30
] ] “Iskander-MT/S5-26)
112 Aug—12:00 (approxy
12 Aug— 14:00-14:15  Village Agara, Khashuri district
13 Aug —moming, exact time unknown Willage Sakasheti, Gori District

Village Okami, Kaspi District

Date and time unknown

Viilage Karbi, Gort District

Date and time unknown

Omni district (with “Tochka-1"/85-2 1), found
unexploded

Date and time unknown

Village Sinaguri, Java District (with *Tochka-
U”/85-21), found uncexploded

Russian armed forces used SU-24, 50-25, SUJ-27 and MIG-29 type military aircraft, as well as

stralegic bombers TU-22M (o atteck Georgia.



B, On the Peacekeeping Battalion of Morth Ossetia-&lania

1. Was the North Ossetian PFK Battalion de facto a South Ossetian Battalion {(personnel)?

The North Ossetian Peacekeeping Battalion was mostly manned by residents of Tskhinvali
Region/South Ossetia. This has been conlirmed on multiple oceasions by the Commander of North
QOssetian Peacekeepers Colonel Kazheg Friev, as well as representatives of South Ossctian de facto
authoritics. Sec annex 1 for Russian media articles, in which the Commander of North Ossetian
Pcacckeepers, as well as representatives of the de facto regime admit this fact.

2. Was this PKF Battalion considered a unit of the Russian Federation or of South Ossetia?

The North Ossetian PKE Battalion was a unil of the Russian Federation. The maleral and financial
support of ihe battalion was completely provided by the Government of the Russian Federatior:. The

Commander of North Ossctian Pcacckecpers was appointed frem the staft of the Ministry of

Defense of the Russian Federation. See annex 2 for the official documents of the Joint Ceontrol
Commission that substantiate this information. '

3. What was the strength and armament of this battalion?

Aecording to regulations of the Joint Control Commission, the personnel of this battalion amounted
to 500 soldters (in case of escalation, 300 more could have been added Lo the baitalion by a special
decision of the Joint Control Commission). Members of the battalion were armed with Kalashnikoy
assault rifles and machine guns, as well as with 42 armored vehicles: 24 Infantry Fighting Vehicles
(BMPs) and 18 Armored Personnel Carriers (BTRs).

4, To what extent has the Ossetian PKF Battalion coordinatad action with the South Gssetian militia
— during the escalation and after the launch of full-scale hostilities?

The coordination between the North Ossetian Peacekeeping Battalion and South Ossetian de facto
regime irregular [orces has a long history. Commanders and soldicrs of the North Ossetian
Peacekeeping contingent have always aclively cooperated with the so-called “Ministry of Defense
and Fmergency Situations” and other bodies of the de facto regime.

The North Ossetian Peacekeeping Battalion often gave its armament, equipment and transport to the
irregular forces, used the Tacilities of the JPKF to irain the de faclo regime wrregulars in different
military professions and provided intelligence to them on the Iocation/coordinates of Georgian
police and peacekeepers in the conflict zone. The North Osselian Peacekeeping Baltalion directly
participated in the hoestililies against Georgian government forces in 2004 and agam m 2008,

wlilitary obscrvers of the North Cssetian Peacekeeping Battalion also frequently assisted Soulh
Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces in concealing armaments prohibited by the peacekeeping
format. They usuvally did this by informing irregular units of the planned visits of the JPKF and
OSCL: monttoring groups, including places and objects, which were to be checked by the monitors,
thus allowing the irregulars to hide trom view together with their armament and military hardware.
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The Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia possesses a huge volume of information, including
intercepted teiephone conversations, on such cooperation between the North Ossetian PKF
Baltafion. the Russian PKF Battalion and South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces since
2004. {lcrc arc scveral most evident examples that reveal the pattern of violations by Russian and
North Ogsetian peacekeepers over these years:

On August 12 2004, at 15:51, Commander of North Ossenan Peacekeepers Kazheg Friev called
Rohert Kokoity, brother of “South Ossetian” de facto president Edward Kokeity and gave him
1 Armored Vehicle {(BMP) with a crew belonging to the JPKT, 2 boxes of P(G-7 grenades,
automatic firearms and under-barrel grenade Taunchers {see annex 3, annex 3 audio};

On August 14 2004, at 09:37, Special Tasks Minister of South Ossetian de facio authorities_.
Boris Chechiev called the Commander of North Ossetian Peacckeeping Kaehes Friev and
asked him 1o come to a meeting that would be attended by Commander ol the Joint
Pcacekecping lForces Stamisiav Nabdeorov, de facto Minister of Defense of South Ossetiz,
Anatoly Barankevich and dc facto Minister of Internal Affairs of South Gssetia (see annex 4,
annex 4 audio); '

Un Seplember 15 2004, at 15:18, Chief military observer of the North Ossctian Peacekeeping
Battalion Alik Lagkoev called his battalion commander Philip Khachirov and told him to warn
the South Ossetian de facto MOD to hide their military hardware located in the direction of
village Gert and the Dzari road (see annex 5, annex 5 audio);

On January 13 2005, at 11:34, Chief mititary observer of the North Ossetian Peacekeeping

Battalion Alik Lagkoev called South Ossettan de facto Deputy Defense Minister ibragim

(asseev and warnced him that a monitoring would be held at the Muguti mountain {scc annex 6,
annex € audio);

On January 4 2005, al 10:52, Chief military observer of the North Ossetian Peacekeeping
Battalion Alik Lagkeev called South Ossetian de faclo Deputy Defense Minister Ibragim
Gasseev and warned him that a monitoring would take place at 10:30 in the direction of the
Dzari road (see annex 7, annex 7 audio);

On April 7 2005, at 14:42, Counselor 1o the Chairman of South Ossetian de facto Statc Security
Committee (KGB) Sergei Guznov called the commander of the Joint Peacekeeping Forces
Marat Kulakhmetov and told him that at 18:00 peopie from Russia, about which the Chairman
of the KGB had told before, would enter the region from the Roki tunnel and asked him to bring
them on a JPKF transport to Tskhinvali. Kulakhmetov agreed (scc anncx 8, annex 8 audio);

On March 1 2006, al 16:39, Chief military observer of the North Ossctian Peacekeeping
Battalion Alik Lagkoev called his batlajion commander Philip Khachirov and informed him
that he had just received a call [rom Russian and Ossetian observers warning that they are going
out on a monitoring fogether with the OSCE, therefore armed irregulars should not stand on the
roads and the monitors must be kept away trom weapons storages (see annex 9, annex 9 audio);

On April 12 2007, at 11:47, Commander of North Ossetian Peacekeepers Kazheg Fricv called
deputy commandcr of the 10th battalion of South Ossetian de facto MOD Mairbeg Khuriev and
asked him to sign the document regarding the vehicle, which he had given to the {0th batlalion.



Te also reminded that this vehicle needed a communications specialist and Khuriev could send
somconc 1o the North Ossetian PKF battalion for training (sce annex 14, annex 10 audio);

On May 7 2007, at 13:47, Chief military observer of the North Ossetian Peacckecping Battalion
Alik Lagkoev called his commander Kazbeg Friev and informed him that the meniloring
revealed a South Ossetian anti-aircraft system in village Devilet, but the South Ossctian
militiamen opened Fire at the monitoring group. Lagkoey asked Friev (o give a warning fo those
South Ossctians (scc annex 11, annex 11 audio);

On May 7 2007, at 14.04, Observer of the North OGssetian Peacekeeping Battalion Fedia Jioev
called the chicf military observer of the battalion Alik Lagkeev and iold him to advise the de
facto MOD to take away the revealed antiaircraft system: as soon as possible (see annex 12,
annex 12 audio);

On May 7 2007, at 14:09, Chief military obscrver of the North Ossetian Peacckeeping Battalion
Alik Lagkoev called the first deputy chairman of South Ossctian de [kcto authorities Boris
Chochiev and told him that the monitoring group had found a South Ossetian anli-sircrali
system near village Dzvileti despite the fact that he had warned the South Ossetian de facto
MOD about the planned monitoring in advance. Chochiev instructed him not to speak about this
topic over the phone anymore (see annex 13, annex 13 audiol:;

On May 8 2007, at 08:47, Chiel military observer of the North Ossctian Peacekeeping Battalion
Alik Lagkoey called the first deputy chairman of South Ossetian de facto authorities Boris
Chochiey regarding the incident that happened on the previous day. He told him that the report
of thc moniloring team was bad for the Ossetian side as it said that members of South Ossetian
de facto rcgime irregular forces attacked the monitoring group. Chochiev instructed him to
abstain tfrom sigring the report (see annex 14, annex 14 audio);

On June 22 2007, at 21:55, Commander of North Ossetian Peacekeepers Kazbeg Friev calied
the deputy commander of the 10th battalion of South Ossetian de facte MOD Mairbeg Khuriev
and told him that he had sent diesel fuef to the 10th battalion (sce annex 13, annex 15 audio);

On July 20 2008, at 16:48, Depuly commander of the 7th battalion of South Ossetian de facio
MOD Arsen Kvezeroy called Edik, ap artillerist of the same battalion, and told him that they
were going to dig enirenchments using a power shovel provided by the peacekeepers (see annex
16, anncx 16 audio);

As already reperted in the answer to question 3 of the military set of questions, during the cscalation
of conflict {rom July 29 through August 7 2008, Russian and North Ossetlan peacekeepers were
aware of violations committed in the conflict zone, but did not report them and on several occasions
even collaborated to hide the evidence of these violations, Moreover, Scuth Osselizn de facto
regime wrregular forces and North Ossetian peacckeepers coordinated their attacks on Goeorgian
peacckeepers and police. Here we repeat the most vivid cxamples of those violations:

On July 29, at 22:40, a duty officer of the North Ossctian peacekeeping battalion. Ruslan
Mizkeev informed the Commander of North Ossetian Peacekeepers Kazheg Friev that a unit of
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the North Ossctian peacckeeping batlalion had opened fire towards the Georgian peacekeeping
battalion;'

»  On July 30, at 10:42, Alik Lagkeev, the chicf military observer in the Worth Ossetian
peacekeeping battalion telephoned a duty officer at the South Ossctian de lacio Ministry of
Defense and warned them that monitoring was going 1o be conducted by the JPKF in the area
close to the Sarabuki heights;”

»  On August |, at 22:57, Arsen Kverersvy, deputy Commander of the 7th battation of the South
Ossctian de facte Ministry ol Defense told Philip Kkachirov, the commander of North Ossetian
pc—:dtekeeping battalion to pass 2 request {0 some other m1lrtary unit to support nis firc and
offered to give the coordinates of either Georgian police or Georgian peacekeepers;”

= On August 2, at 21:01, Arsen Kvezerov, Deputy Commander of the 7th batlalion of the Scuth
Ossetian de facto Ministry of Defensce and Philip Khuachirowv, Commander of the North Ossetian
peacekeeping battalion discussed a scheme for the {uture shelling of positions of Georgian
peacekeepers and [_mlice;'4 :

» On August 4, at 14:44, the Senior Commander of Georgian peacckeepers, General Mamuksa
Kurashvili contacted the Commander of the JPKF General Mavat Kulzakhmetov on the phone
and asked him to conduct additional monitoring of the places from where the Sarabuki hmghts
might have been shelled since he was surc that the trace left by a 100mm shell on the Sarabuki
heights could show the direction from where it originated. At 13:34, the de facto Defense
Minister of South Ossetia, Russian Colonel Vasily Lunev, who was already informed that the
shells were traceable, telephoned Valert Kokoev, the Commander of the 7th baitalion of the
South Ossetian de facto Ministry of Dielense thal was responsible for the shelling, and instructed
him to change something on the firing position in order to conceal the trace;’

¢ On August 6, at 11:58, a person named Alan reported to Alik Lagkoev, the chicf military
observer of the North Ossclian peacekeeping battalion that “their people™ shelled the posnmnq of
either Georgian police or Georgian peacckecpers. Lagkoey has never reported this fact;®

=  On August 6, at 19:06, Alik Lagkoev, the chicf military observer in the North Ossctian
peacckeeping baitalion asked Ibragim Gaseev, the de facto Deputy Defense Minister of South
Ossetia to report about the results of sheiling of an armored vehicle of the Georgian
peacckeeping baittalion;’

e On August 6, at 21:18, Valeri Kokoev, the Commander of the 7th battalion of South Ossetiar: de
facto Minisiry ol Defense informed the Senior Commander of North QOssetian Peacekeepers

' See annexes 2-3 of the answer 1o question 3 of the mililary st ol questions
* See annexes 4-35 ol the answer 10 question 3 of the mililary sct of questions
® Sce annexes 6-7 of the answer to question 3 of the military sel of questions
? See annexes 8-9 of the answer 10 question 3 of the mifitary st of questions
* See ammexes 10-13 of the answer to question 3 of the military set ol yuestions
¢ See annexes 14-15 of the answer 1o question 3 of the military set of questions
7 See annexes 16-17 ol the answer 1o question 3 of the military set of questions



Kazbeg Friev that during the night “somecthing” was going to be brought into the arca. Friev
interrupted and warned him not to talk about this via Georgian mobile communications;”

s On August 7, at 00:22, Alik Lagkoev, the chief’ military observer in the North Ossetian
peacekeeping battalion asked Ibragim (asecv, the de facto Deputy Defense Minister of South
QOssetia o correet their artillery fire at Georgian peacckeepers because some of the shells
mistakenly fell near the location of Russian peacekeepers:”

o On August 7, at 06:51, Philip Khachirov, Commander of the North Ossctian peacekeeping
battalion gave advice Lo Arsen Kvezerov, Deputy Commander of the 7th battalion of the South
Qssetian de lacto Ministry of Delenss in choosing targets for their artitlery attack. o

5. When and where did the Ossetian PKF Battalion see action — during escalation and armed
confiict?

As already reported in the answer to question 3 of the military set of questions, according o an
interview given by the Commander of North Ossctian Peacekeepers Colonel Kazbek Eriev to the
south Ossetian de facto regime’s radio, during the hostilitics parts of the battalion under his
command “had taken pre-planned positions and acted jointly with the battalions of the Minisiry of
Defense [of Russia]™ and “were halting the advancement of Georgian troops.”™'' Colonel Friev also
stated that the mission of the peacekeepers was “not 1o allow Georgians to pass through the town.”
{lc had organized positions of his soldiers and armored vehicles (BMPs and BTRs) in V'skhinvali,
namely, in Shanghai. Tsarz and the Mamisaantubani districts in the south of the tewn and acted
jointly with Russian Ministry of Defense troops.'” :

Since late afternoon on August 7, 2008, part of the lcadership of the de faclo regime, particularly
“all the power ministers™ started to gather at the peacekeepers’ headquarlers at “Nizhniy Gorodok.”
Parts of the scattered irregular forces also gathercd at this place. which was used as one of the
centers lor “coordinating the town’s defense ettort.”!?

The IPKT headquarters “Nizhniy Gorodok™ was the place where Anatoly Barankevich, the
Security Council Chairman in the South Ossctian proxy regime, appeared to request help.]4
According to Barankevich, he “progosed to Kulakhmetov [the Commander of the JPKF] to hold the
circle of defense together, and to stand until Russian troops approached.” Simultaneously, on the
territory of the peacekeepers’ base he was provided with a mobile phone by which he contacted the
Russian leadership and demanded “the promised reinforcements.” Barankevich, aided by a number
of South Ossctian militants, also decided io secure ine roads to the JPKF headquarters. For that
purpose, they oecupicd the surrounding houses, from where they ambushed and attacked Georgian
police and military moving around the town."”

¥ See amexes 18-19 of the answer (o question 3 of the military set of questions

7 See annexes 20-21 ol the answer (o guestion 3 ol Lhe military sct of questions

% See unnexes 22-23 of the answer to question 3 of the military set of questions

! See annex 91 ol the answer 1o question 1 of the military sel of questions.

 Ibid.

" Thid.

'l; See anmexes 93 and 94 of the answer o question | ol the military set of questions.
" 1bid.
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In a recent interview, the Commander of North Ossctian Peacckecpers Colonel Karbeg Friev
realfirmed that the battalion under his command directly participated in the hestililies against
Georgian government forces, He stated that in 100 msters from the location of his peacckeeping
battalion in Tskhinvali, 30 Ossetian peacekespers were fighting against Georgians and they were
defending that district of the wown (see annex 17);

The Commander of the North Ossetian Peacekeeping Battalion Vice-Colonel Philip Khachiroy
recently stated that on August 8§ 2008, he was giving bullets for automatic fircarms, anti-tank
grenade launchers and other weapons from the storage of the North Ossetian PKF Battalion to
employees of different law enforcement bodies of South Ossetian de laclo regime and that they were
together fghting against Georgian government forecs in the town {sce annex 18);

The head of the physical training and sports section of the North Ossetian Peacekeeping Battalion
Soslan Fasoev said in a recent interview that on August 7 2008, at 14:00, the North Ossetian
Pcacckecping Battalion handed over its infantry fighting vehicle (BMP) to the division of the South
Ossctian de facto MOD located in villages Dmenisi and Sarabuki and that later he himscil brought
them antitank guided missiles (see annex 19);

The Deputy Commander of the North Osselian Peacekeeping Battalion Major Anatoly Bibilov said
in 2 recent interview thal on August 8, he and other members of the North Ossclian PKF Battalion
were fighting against Georgian government forces in Tskhinvali, shooting RPG-6 anti-tank rockets
at Georgian tanks and holding positions on the roofs and top floors of the apartment buildings in
different parts of the town (see annex 20}.



€. On the Georgian PKF Battalion

1. What was the strength and armament of the Gecrgian Battaiion during the escalation and
at the launch of full-scale hostilities?

By August 2008, the Georgian Peacckeeping Battalion deployed in the Georgian-Ossetian conflict
zone was composed of 341 soldiers, including 500 soldiers of the 11th light infantry battalion of the
Ist Infantlry Brigade with an attached armored battalion of the same Brigade — 4 Isoldiers and 13
Armored Vehicles BMP-2. The strength and armament of the Georgian PKY Baltzlion remained
unchanged during the cscalation of the conflict, as well as after the full-scale hostilities werc
launched.

As already reported in the answer to question 3 of the military set of questions, the Georgian
Peacekeeping Battalion had four checkpoints of its own in the following iocations:

s Village Avnevi (| Georgian platoon),

e Sarabuki Heights {1 Georgian platoon).

e Village Kekhvi (6 Georgian peacekeepers).

o Village Tamarasheni (6 Georgian peacekeepoers).

One platoon of the Georgian PKF Battalion was deployed as part of the joint Russian-Georgian
checkpoint on the Tsveriakho Mousntain right above the Georgian bypass road (Eredvi-Kheiti) and
per one observer from the Battalion served at joint checkpoints in the following villages:

o Kekhvi

®  Prisi

e Megvrekisi
o Vanati

e Kverneti

e lamarashent
e Artsevi

®  Aynevi

The Georgian Peacekeeping Battalion had three permanent locations in the conflict zone, where its
personnel were accommodated:

« in Village Zemo Nikozi (311 soldiers and 6 Armored Vehicles BMP-2),
e in Village Eredvi (104 soldicrs and 7 Armored Vehicles BMP-2); and
® in Viliage Achabeti (126 soldiers).

Several senior officers of the Georgian PKT Battalion were also stationed in the central headquarters
of the IPKF in the town of Tskhinvali, the so-catled “Nizhniy Gorodok.”
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2. What was the role ¢f the Georgian PKF Battalion during the escalation and the deployment

of regular Georgian forces?

a. In the belt South of Tskhinvali?

b. in the string of Georgian villages North of Tskhinvali?

¢. Aleng the Georgian by-pass road (Geri- Dmenisi- Sarabuki Heights etc.)
(Please specify action, time and location)

The main tasks of the Georgian Peacekeeping Batfalion during the cscalation of the conflict, as weil
as during the hostilities, based on the general principles of the JPKF activities in the contlict zone,
was 10: a) protect civilian population; b) block the activities of illegal armed groupings; ¢) prevent
the delivering of firearms, armament, military hardware, explosives and other maieriais into the
contlict zone that could be used for terrorist, sabotage and military purposes; etc.

Starting from July 29 2008, South Ossctian de facto regime irrcgular forces intensively targeted
Georgian peacekeepers deployed in the conilict zone aleng with shelling central government
controlled villages in the region. As alrcady reported in the answers to the military set of questions,
on July 29, at 22:00, South Ossctian de facto regime irregular forces shelled the Georgian
peacekeeping checkpoint on Sarabuki heights with 100mum and 120mm artillery, On August 1, from
21:30 onwards, South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces shelled the Georgian villages of
Zemo Nikozi, Kvemo Nikozi, Awvnevi, Nuli, Ergneli, Eredvi and Zemo Prisi witk large caliber
artillery, including the locations of (Jcorglan peacckeepers. The shelling continued overnight and
stopped only in the morning on August 2. On August 2 and 3, the JPKF conducted monitoring of
most of the villages damaged by the shelling and on August 4 issued a report confirming the fact of
the shelling of Zemo Nikozi, Kvemo Nikozi, Nuli, Fredvi and Zemo Prisi with 82mum artillery, as
well as the calllcr shelling of (Jeorgsldn peacekespers on Sarabuki heights with 100 mm and higher
caliber artillery.!

On August 7. at 14:00, the Georgian peacckeeping checkpoint in Avnevi was heavily shelled with
[3Omm and 120mm artillery, by South Ossetian proxy regime ‘rregular forces located in the village
of Khetagurovo, destroying the Georgian peacekeeping unit’s armored vehicle, kiiling two Georgian
peacekeepers, Shalva Trapaidze and Vitali Takadze and wounding five others® Georgian
neacekecpers returned fire in self-defence. Later the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia
intercepted a phone call, during which a member of the de facto regime irregular forces confirmed
the fact of blowing up an armored vehicle of Georgian peacekeepers in Avnevi with a cannon.”

On August 7, at around [7:00, after the Commander of the JPKF Marat Kulakhmetov refused to
give additional security guarantees to Georgian peacekeepers in the town of Tskhinvali. The
Commander of Georgian peacckecpers Mamuka Kurashvili ordercd officers of the Goorgian

! See annex 23 of the answer to the question | of the military sct of questions.

 Gee annex 33 of the answer to the question 1 of the miliary set of questions for the list of casualties among Georgian
peacekeepers,

T See annexes 75 and 76 of the answer to the question | of the military set of questions for the telephone intercept and its
transeript.



peacckeeping battalion to leave the headquarters of the JPKF in Tskhinvali. At 17:10, despite
casvaltics among Georgian peacekeepers and the shelling of central government controtled villages,
Georgian peacekeepers unilaterally ceased fire to defuse tensions, This deciston was communicated
by the Georgian Staic Minister for Reintegration, Temur Yakobashvili to the Commander of the
JPKF General Marat Kulakhmetov at 17.00, In spite of that, al 20:30, South Ossctian de facto
regime irregular forces resumed the shelling of Georglan peacckecpers in village Avnevi and at
23:30, intensiiied their artillery fire on all pogitions of Georgian pcacekeepers in Big Liakhvi, Liule
Liakhvi and the Frone valleys.

After Georgian regular lorces were deployed to the regicn and started defensive military operation,
carrying out the order issued by President of Georgia at 23:35 on August 7, members of the
Georgian Pcacckeeping Battalion continued to serve their dutics on all checkpoints in the conflict
zone. Georgian and Russian peacekeepers were standing side by side on all joint pcacekeeping
checkpoints until late in the evening of August 9. No incidents occurred between them.

On August 8 and August 9, the Georgian PKF Battalion maintained its positions and protected the
civilian population in villages to the south of Tskhinvali, as well as in the central government
controlled viliages in Big Liakhvi, Little Liakhvi and Frone valleys, despitc massive bombardments
by Russian military aircraft and artillery.

OCn August 9, the Georgian PKF Battalion helped to evacuate civilian population from Big Liakhvi,
Little Iiakhvi and Frone valleys.

On August 9 at 22:30, after the evacuation of the focal population from Big Liakhvi Valley was
completed, the Georgian PKF Battalion unit, together with Georgian police units, started to leave
this valley via the FEredvi-Kheiti bypass road, abandoning positions in villages Kekhvi and
Tamarasheni, as well as its location in village Achabeti and 2y 02:00 on the morning of August 10
was fully re-deployed to village Eredvi in Small Liakhvi valley. Immediately after the withdrawal
from Big Liakhvi Valiey, the Georgian PKT platoon left the joint Russian-Georgian checkpoint on
the Tsveriakho Mountain.

On August 10, at 10:00, the Georgian PICF Batlalion, together with Georgian regular treops,
retreated from Trone Valley to village Zemo Nikowi, south of T'skhinvali. Around the same time, the
personnel of the Georgian PKF Battalion lefl Small Liakhvi valley, including its locatien in village
Eredvi. A few hours {ater, the Georgian PKT Rattalion abandoned all of its checkpoints to the south
of Tskhinvali, including its lccation in Zemo Nikozi and retreated southwards in Gori district.

As Russian wreops sterted to advance south from the town of Tskhinvali on the morning of August
[1, ithe Georgian PKF Battalion, together with most Georgian regular forces, moved from Gori
district 10 the east and by 22:00 took positions near the town of Mtskheta in order 1o defend the
capital Thilisi.
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3.

Te what extent did The Georgian PKF Battalion coordinate with Special Forces of the
Georgian Ministry of Interior and with the Georgian militia (under Sanakoyev

administration)?

The Georgian PK¥ Battalion was always in close coordination with Geargian police in terms
of safeguerding the civilian population of the centrai government controlled villages in the
conflict zome from aitacks by South Ossetian de facto regime irregular lorees.

During the hestilities in August 2008, the Georgian PKI' Battalion and Georgian police units
(inctuding the MIA Special Forces and the Temporary Administration’s Anti-Terrorist
Center) also coordinated the evacuation of civiltan population {rom Big Liakhvi, Small
Liakhvi and Trone valleys, as well as from the town of Gori and the surrcunding villages.

From which direction did the Georgian PKF Battalion participate in the attack on
Tskhinvali? {South: Avnevi, Nikozi; North: Tamarasheni; East: Georgia by-pass road Geri-

Dmenisi?), if at ail?

The Georgian PKI' Batialion did not participate ir. the attack on the town ol Tskhmvali.



0. On the Special Forces of the Georgian Ministry of Interior [MiA}

1. Which strength did the Special Forces of the MIA have and which armament did they haold during
the escalation and after the outbreak of full-scale hostilities?

2. What was their role during the escalation, the deployment of regular Georgian forces and after

the outhreak of fuli-scale hostilities?
a. In the belt South of Tskhinvali?
b. In the string of Gecrgian villages North of Tskhinvali?
c. Along the Georgian by-pass read {Geri-Dmenisi-Sarabuki Heights, etc)

{please specify action, time and location)

The Special Forces of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia are mainly represented by two
departments within the ministry: the Special Tasks Main Division and the Special Operations
Center. The Special Tasks Main Division supports regional police units with special forces and
performs various special tasks to protect public order, as for the Special Operations Center, it
conducts anii-terrorist and anti-criminal police operations with special weapons and tactics. In
addition o that, & small Special Forces unit is maimtained by the ministry’s Constitutional Security
Department, which protects the stale from the activitics of radical/extremist-minded groups and
organizations. The Special Tasks Main Division and the Constitutional Security Department have
subdivisions in all regions of Georgia, including Shida Kartli region, while the Special Operations
Center is based near the capital T'bilisi.

By August 2008, up to 300 police officers of the Shida Karth Subdivision of the Special Tasks Main
Division of the MIA were serving their duties in the Georgian-Ossetian conflict zone mainly to the
south of the administrative border with Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia. They were stationed on 6
checkpeints in villages: 1) Dvani, 2) Kvemo Nikozi, 3) Zemo Nikozi, 4) Ergneti, 5) Mcjvriskhevi,
8) Zemo Prisi (Small Tiakhwvi valley) and were patrotling the roads between these villages on Tovota
pick-up trucks. Lach checkpoint was manned by 30-40 police officers armed with Kalashnikov
assault rifles and machine guns. Their base was located in village Karaleti, Gori district.

Al the end of 2006, a small Speciai Forces unil {Anti-Terrorist Center) was set up under the newly
established Temporary Administration of South Osselia in order to support Georgian police on the
central government controlied territory of Tskhinvali region/South Ossctia, namely Big Liakhvi,
Small Liakhvi and Frone valleys, 11 was manned mostly by local residents. By August 2008, 183
poiice officers of the Temporary Administration’s Anti-Terrorist Center were stationed on 9
checkpoints: 6 in Big Liakhvi valley to the north of the town of Tskhinvalt (3 in village
Tamarasheni, { in village Achabeti, 1 in village Kekhvi and 1 in village Dzartsemi}, 1 in Small
Laikhvi valley to the east of the town of Tskhinvali (in village Zemo Prisi) and 2 in Frone valley (o
the west of the town ol Tskhinvali (in village Awvnevi), Police officers of the Temporary
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Adminjstration’s Anti-Terrorist Center were also regularly patrolling the Eredvi-Kheiti bypass road
connecting Small Liakhvi and Big Liakhvi valleys. liach checkpoint was manned by 10-15 police
officers armed with Kalashnikov assault rifles and machinc guns.

As the escalation of conflict started on July 29 2008, the police officers and checkpoints of the
Special ‘Tasks Main Division and the Temporary Administration’s Anti-Terrorist Center were
intensively targeted by South Ossctian de facto regime irregular forces. On Auvgust 1, five Georgilan
Special Forees police officers were wounded as their Toyota pickup truck was hit by two remote-
control explosive devices on the Eredvi-Kheiti bypass road. On the morning of August 2, in the
result of morlar firc from Tskhinvaii an officer of the Shida Kartli Subdivision of the Special Tasks
Main Division Irakli Bekurishvili was heavily wounded at the checkpoint in village Zemo Nikozi.
I'rom August 5 through August 7, Georgian police checkpeints in central government controlted
villages both inside Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia and to the south of the administrative border
were fired upon by South Ossetian de facto regime irregular forces using machine guns, mortars,
cannons and armored vehicle guns. Georgian police and Special Forces stationed in these villages
continued to fulfil their duties without reinforcement and returned fire with their regular weapons
towards the positions of the de facto regime irrcgular forces.

On August 7, following the massive artillery attack on the Georgian peacckeeping checkpoint in
village Avnevi, Frone valley, which resulted in the death of two Georgian peacekecpers aud
responding to the incursion of Russian regular army upits into Georgia, the Georgian Government put its
police and armed forces on alert. At 14:30, the Ministry of Dcfense of Georgia declared the
mobilization of its forces and at the same time, the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia started (o
reinforce its police and special forces units deployed to the south of the administrative border with
Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetiz: 475 special forces officers of the Thilisi Subdivision of the
Special Tasks Main Division, 175 speeial forces officers of the Special Operations Center and 100
special forces officers of the Constitutional Security Department were sent to the region (along with
police officers from other departments of the ministry) as the bombing of central government
controiled villages continued and intensified later in the evening. Ne reinforcement could be sent to
the Temporary Administration’s Anti-Terrorist Center inside Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia,

After the President of Georgia issued an order to start a defensive military operation in Tskhinvali
Region/South Ossetia on August 7 at 23:35, the Special Forces of the Minisiry of Inicrnal Allairs of
Georgia were subordinated to the operative group of the General Staff of the Ministry of Defense of
Georgia and received an order to operate on the central dircction and, after the 3rd and the 4th
Infantry Brigades fulfilled their tasks on the right and lefl flanks, to enter the town of Tskhinvali,
supported by a Separate Light Infantry Battalion and a Single Tank Battalion of the Minisiry of
Defense, with the objective to neutralize firing positions within Tskhinvali and ultimately reach the
Big [iakhvi valley to the north of the town.

The Special Tasks Main Division and the Special Operations Center of the MIA formed a task force
of 810 Special Forces police officers to operate on the central direction, which censisted of:

s 60 officers from the Shida Kartli Subdivision of the Special Tasks Main Division;
v 475 officers from the Thilisi Subdivision of the Special Tasks Main Division;
8 175 officers from the Special Operations Center;



@ (100 officers from the Constitutional Securily Depariment.

The armament of the grouping consisted of:

a3, 45 mm Kalashnikov assauit rifles (AKS-74)

= 7.62 mm Kazlashviikov assaull rifles (AKM)

= 7,62 mm Dragunov semi-automeatic sniper rifles (SVD)

s 7.62 mm Kalashnikov general purpose machine guns {PK)

> 7.62 mm Katashnikov hand-hel¢ light niachine guns (RPK)

s Hand-held anti-tank rocket propelled grenade launchers {RP(-7)

The Special Forees police officers were riding Otokar “Cobra” Light Armored Vehicles, some
equipped with 12.7 mm heavy machine guns ("Ulyos") and some with 40 mm automatic grenade
faunchers {AGL). In total, the MIA sent 70 “Cobra” vehicles to Shida Kartli region.

E

On August 8, at around 06:00, a task force unit of special [orces police officers with “Cobra’
vehicles, reinforced by several tanks (rom the MOD ol Georgia, moved irom village Zemo Nikoui
towards the outskirts of Tskhinvali in order Lo suppress the fire at that village coming from the proxy
regime militants located in the southwestern part of the town, the so called “Shanghai” suburb. The
MEA Special Forces cncountered saiper and massive armored vehicle cannon fire from the Russian
peacekeeping headquarters “Verkhriy Gorodok™ located on ine southwestern edge of the town. As
already reported, the roof of the main building of “Verkhniy Gorodok™ was used by cnemy for
_ correcting artillery fire against Georgian armed forces fsee again annex 90 of the answer o the
question ! of the militury set of questions). Tlence, the MIA Special Forces were compelled to return
fire towards “Verkhniy Gorodok™ from automatic rifies and 12.7 mm heavy machine guns ("Utyos"}
attached to “Cobra” vehicles and later had to ask for tank support as well.

Later on August 8, at 11:00, the task force of 810 Special Forces police officers of the MIA with 40
“Cobra” armored vehicles, followed by a tight infantry battalion and & tank batlalion of the MOD
entered Tskhinvali from village Zemo Nikozi. As they moved through the town, they encountered
fire from different buildings that were used by the adversary for combat purposes. They also came
under intensive bombardment by enemy aircraft and artillery in the southern part of Tskhinvali. By
14:30, the task lorce took contrel of most of Tskhinvali — its southern and central parts, whiic the
fighting continued on the streets in the northern part of the town. At 20:30, due to intensive
bombardment and resistance, the task force withdrew from the center of T'skhinvali and regrouped,
holding positions in the southern part of the town. Durmg the night, the task force maintained
control of the southern part of Tskhinvali.

On August 9, at 12:00-13:00, becausc of the character of the battle and presence of multiple
reinforced firing positicns of the enemy inside the town, the task force of the MIA Special Torces in
Tskhinvali was reinforced by the 4th Infantry Brigade of the MOD that entered the town from the
left flank. From 13:00 to 15:00, Georgian and Russian troops cngaged in intensive fighting in the
center of Tskhinvali, Georgian forces mostly controlicd the southern part of the town, whilec Russian
forces amassed in its northern part. At 17:00, additional Russian troops entered Tskhinvali.
Confronting the Russian air, artillery and ground otfensive, Georgian forces maintained control of
the southern part ol I'skhinvali ard the surrounding villages until late in the evening. At 22:30,
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Georgian armed forees, including the task force of the MIA Special Forces, began a phased retreat
from Tskhinvali and during the night re-positioned themsclves south of the town.

Threughout August 8 and unfil late in the evening o August 9, the Temporary Administration’s
Anti-Terrorist Center maintained its checkpoints in the central government controlled viilages in
Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia despite massive bombardments by Russian military aireraft and
artillery. On Avgust 8 in the afternoon, police officers ol the Temporary Administration’s Anti-
Terrorist Center had two short exchanges of fire with Russian troops ncar villages Tamarasheni ané
Dzartsemi. On August 9, afler Georgian forces started to leave Tskhinvali at 22:30, the Temporary
Administration’s Anti-Terrorist Center abandoned its checkpoints in Big Liakhvi valiey and moved
via the Fredvi-Kheiti bypass road to Small Liakhvi valley,

On August 10, at 04:00, Russian troops occupied Big Liakhvi valley, At 10:00, Georgian armed
forces, including the unit of the Temporary Administraticn’s Anti-Terrorist Center, left T'rone
valley, which was immediately captured by Russian troops.

On August |1, after 11:00, as Russian troops started to advance south from Tskhinvali, Georgian
forces, including all of the special forces of the MIA, retreated southwards in Gori district
abandoning their checkpoints. By 22:00, as Georgian armed forees withdrew to the town of
Miskheta in order to defend the capital Thilisi, the MIA Special Forces stopped at village lgoeti,
Kaspi district on the mair highway and arranged a checkpoint there.

The MIA Special Forces suffered the following casualties during the war: 6 officers ol the Special
Tasks Main Division and 3 officers of the Constitutional Security Department were killed. 3 officers
of the Special Tasks Main Division are still missing in action.



E. On the South Ossetian Militia

1. Which strength and armament did the South Ossetian Militia dispose of at the
" outbreak of the August hostilities?

2. Which weapons did they use during fighting in Kethagurove, Muguti, Tbeti, Dmenisi
and other villages as well as the town of Tskhinvali? '

3. How did they coordinate with Russian and Ossetian Peacekeepers?

By August 2008, the Scouth Ossetian de {scto regime was cxtremely militarized, which was a
clear violatien of the 1992 Sochi Agreement and rumerous reguistions of the Joint Control
Commission.

The Sounth Ossctian proxy regime irregular forces were subordinated to three mat:y command
centers — which, as already reported in the answers Lo the military and legal sets of questions,
were all run by high-ravkiag officers (rom the Russian Federation:

1. The so-called “Ministry of Defense and Emergency Situations of Soutn Ossetia™;
2. The so-calied *“Ministry of Intcrnal Affairs of South Ossetia™; and
3. The so-called “State Security Commitlee (KGB) of South Ossctia.”

“The Ministry of Defense and Emergency Situations of Bouth Ossetia”

Agccording to the 1992 Sochl Agreement the South Ossetian de [acto regime was not allowed to
maintain armed forces and have a defense ministry.

Struciure and Personnel!

The information provided below in based on Georgian intelligence data. It does not include the
armaments provided by Russia immediately after the start of hostilities.

By August 2008, the personnel of the South Ossetian de facto regime’s “Ministry of Delense and
Emergency Situations”™ amounted o roughly 3000 militiamen. They were organized into 10
battalions and several other divisions.

£F Motor Rifle Baftalion

Location: Village Znauri, Znauri district
Personnel: 180 militiamen
Armament:

Infaniry Fighting Vchicles BMP-1 — 2 units

Howitzers — 2 units ' "

Heavy anti-tank grenade launchers SPG — 3 units
Anti-aircraft systems ZU-23 — 2 units

Kalashrikov assault rifles, machine guns and other firc-arms
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{IF Motos Rifle Batialion

Location: Village Khetagarovo, Tskhinvali district
Personnel — 250 militiamen
Armament; '

[Towitzers — 2 units

Heavy anti-tank grenade launchers SPG —3 units

Anti-aircraft systems ZU-23 — 2 uniis

Kalashnikov assault rifles, machine guns, RPG-7s and other firearms

This battalion included Theti company that consisted of 30 militiamen
IV Motor R;ﬂe Battalion

Location: Town of Tskhinvali (the so-called “Zhilmasiv” district)
Pcrsonnel — 180 militiamen
Armament:

Armored Personnel Carriers BTR — | unit

TTowitzers - 2 units .

Heavy anti-tank grenade Taunchers SPG — 3 units

Anti-aircraft svstems ZU-23 - 2 units

Kalashnikov assault rifles, machine guns, RPG-7s and other firearms

This battalion also included:

“Shanghai” company .
Personncl: 60 militiamen on regular basis, 250-300 in casc of mobilization
Armament:

Sclf-propelled artillery system “SAU™ — 1 unit

Infantry Fighting Vchicles BMP-1 — | unit

Armored Personnel Carriers BTR — 1 unit

Moeortars — 2 units.

Machine guns — 2 units

Kalzshnikov agsault rifics, machine guns, RPG-7s and cther firearms

“Fyars” company
Personnel: 100 militiamen with light firearms

“Gafez” company
Personnel: 100 militiamen with light firearms

V Motor Riffe Baitalion

Location: Town of Tskhinvali (*Mamisaantubani™ district)
Personnel: 180 militiamen
Armament:

Mortars — 8 units

Howitzers — 2 units

Tleavy anti-tank grenade launchers SPG — 3 units
Anti-gireralt systems Z1-23 — 2 units



Kalashnikov assault rifles, machine guns, RPG-7s and other firearms
This battalion included Prisi company

Personnel; 150-160 militiaimen
Armament:

infantry Fighting Vehicles BMP-1 — 3 units

120mm mortars — 4 units

82mm mortars — 2 units

Anti-aircraft system ZU-23 — 1 unit

Kalashnikoy assault ritles, machine guns, REG-7s and cther (ircarms

VI Motor Rifle Battalion

Location: Tewn of Tskhinvali (“Zagozerno” building), Villages Kverneti and Kusreti
Personnel: 250 militiamen
Armament:

Multiple Rocket Launcher BM2 L/GRAD — 1 unit

Howitzers - 2 units

Heavy anti-tank grenade launchers SPG — 3 units

Anti-aircraft systems ZU-23 — 2 units

Kalashnikov assault rifles, machine guns, RPG-7s and other firearms

This battalion included “Bam” company

Personnel: 100G militismen armed with Kalashnikov assault rifles, machine guns, RPG-7s, 2
DShK machine guns and other firearms

ViT Motor Rific Battalion

Location: Village Dmenisi. Tskhinvali district
Personnel: 180 mititiamen on regular basis, 300-500 i case of mobilization
Armament:

Infantry Fighting Vehicle BMP-2 — 1 unit

Armored Personnel Carrier BIR — 1 vait

Anti-aircraft systems 7123 — 2 units

g5mm cannons — 2 units

Mortars — 3 units (82mm and 120mm})

Heavy anti-tank grenade launchers SPG — 3 vnits

Kalashnikov assauit rifles, machine guns, RI’G-7s and other firearms

VITT Motor Rifie Battalion

Location: Village Java, Java district {firing ground and warehouses in village Zivgomi)
Personnel: 300 militiamen
Armament:

Infzntry Fighting Yehicles BMP — 2 units

Armored Personnel Carriers BTR-70 — 4 units
Arnti-aircraft system £U-23 — 1 unit

Seif-propelled artillery system: GYOZDIKA — 22 units
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Multiple Rocket Launcher BM-21T/GRAD — 3 units

Anti-tank guided rocket launchers FAGOT — 44 units

Howitzers (85-122mm) — 15 units

Mortars {82-120mm) — 20 units

Kalashnikov assault rifies, machkine guns, mortars, RP(G-7s and other firearims

IX Motor Rifle Battalion

Location: Village Gromi, Tskhinvali district
Personnel: 180 militiamen
Armament:

Infantry Fighting Vehicle BMP — 1 unit
Anti-aircrafl system Z1J-23 — 1 unit
Kalashnikov assault rifles, machine guns, RPG-7s and other fircarms

Thig battalion included Tsinagari and Artsevi companies
X Motor Riffe Batiufion

Location: Village Velcbi, Znaur! district
Personnel: 204 militiamen
Artmament;

Infantry Fighting Vehicles BMP-1 — 2 units

Anti-aircralt system ZU-23 — | unit

Anti-tank guided missile launcher FAGOT — 1 unit

80mm canron — | unit

Kalashnikov assauit vifles, machine guns, RPG-7s, mortars and other firearms

XF Motor Rifle Battalion

Location: Village Kvaisa, Java district
Personnel: 100 militiamen
Armament:

Anti-aircratt system ZL-23 — | unit

Anti-aireraft systems FGLA — 3 units

Heavy armor, particularly two 1-55 tanks and one self-propelled artillery system SAU
[lcavy anti-tank grenade launcher SPG — 1 unit

Anti-tank grenade iaunchers RPG-7 — 10 units

Kalashnikov assault ritles, machine guns, RPG-7s, SV sniper rifles and other {irearms

Separate Mountain Company (" Kazak army of South Osselia”)

Location: Town of Tskhinvali {the so-called “Khulor™ setlement) and Village Kroza, Java
district

Personnel: 150 militiamen

Armament:

Inlantry Fighting Vehicles BMP-2 — & unils

Armorec Personnel Carriers BTR — 8 unit

Anti-aircraft systems ZU-23 — 1 unit

Anti-aircraft systems 1GLA — 3 units
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Anti-tank guided missile FAGOT — 1 unit
Kalashnikov assault rifles. machine guns, RPG-7s, SV sniper rifies and other firearms

Separate Reconnaissance Batialion

location: Town of ‘I'skhinvali (near the so-called “Big Market™)
Persennel: 200 militiamen

Armament:

nfantry Fighting Vehicles BMP-2 — 4 units

Armored Personnel Carriers BTR — 2 unit

Combal Reconnaissance Vehicles BRDM — 2 units

Kalashnikov asseult rifles, machine guns, RPG-7s, and other firc-arms

Separaie Tank Battalion

Localion: Village Buzala, Java district
Personnel: unknown
Armament;

Tanks T-60 — 12 units
Fanks T-55 —2 units

Anti-Aircraft Rocket Batiery

Location: Town of Tskhinvali (*Zagozerno™ building)
Pergonnel: 86 militiamen

Armament:

Anti-aircraft system Z1-23 — 3 units

Anti-aircralt systems [GLA and STREILA — about 20 units
Anti-tank guided missiles METIS — 3 units

Anti-tank guided missiles TAGOT = 3 units

Engineer Company

Location: Tawn of Tskhinvali
Personnel: 60 militiamen

Mortar Batiery

Location: Town of Tskhinvali (*Zagozerno” building}

Personnel: 40 militiamen
Armament:

120mm mortars - 5 units
Special Forces Company (“Ossefian GRU”}

Persornel: 60 soldicrs — all trained by Russian instructors ir: the Russian Federation.
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“The Ministry of Internal Affairs of South Ossetia”
Total personnel: approximately 900 militia ctficers.

Armament: different times of automatic fircarms, hand machine guns, grenade launchers and
SVD sniper rifles. UAY and GAZ-66 type vehicles.

This “Ministry™ inciuded special task units OMON and SOBR.
Special Task Unit OMON

Personnel: 350 militiamen {mostly with criminal past). Deployed in Tskhinvali, Java and Znauri.
Armament:

Kalashnikov assault rifles AKS-U
Crenade launchers RPC, AGS-1 and SPG
SWID-1 sniper rifies

1T pistols.

3BTRs and 1 BMP,

UAZ snd GAZ-66 type vehicles

Special Task Unit SOBR

Personnel: 45 militiamen.
Armament:

Kalashnikov assault ritles AKS-U

Grenade launchers RPG-7 (3 units), AGS-1 (3 unils) and SPG (3 units)
SVD-1 sniper rifles

TT tyoe pistols.

UAZ and GAZ-66 type vehicles

“The State Security Cemmittee (KGB) of South Ossetia”

Personnel: 70 employees, plus Operational Activily Support Team (O50M) with 40 employees,
armed with Russian light fircarms, sniper rifles and special equipment. The KXGB included the
so-called Border Guard Service.

Border Guard Service
Personrel: approximately 380 militiamen

Armament:

Kalashnikov assaull rifles, machine guns, morlars.
Armored Personnel Carriers BTR-80 — ¢ units
KAMAZ and UAZ type vehicles,

Border Guard Service ITQ
Personnel: 110 border guards, including:

Special inteiligence group — 15 militiamen
Tskhinvali border guard statior — 44 militiamen



Operational division — 20 militiamen
Java Border Guard Office
Location: Java district

PBersonnel: 150 militiamen
Armament:

Kalashnikov assault rifles — 160 units
Kalashnikov machine guns — 10 units
Armored Personnel Carriers BTR-80 — 7 units

KAMAZ-56G5 type vehicle — 3 units
UAZ-469 vehicle — 5 units

This office included Kvaisa, Roki, Edisi and Sinaguri border guard units.

Kvaisa border guard unit

Locztion: Village Kvaisa

Persennel: approximatety 35 militiamen

Armament:

Armored Personnel Carrters BTR-80 — 2 units

Kalashnikov assault rifles — 36 units
Maghine guns — 2 units

RP(r grenade launchers — 3 units
Sniper rifles — 2 units

Anti-aircraft systems

KAMAZ-505 type vehicie — T unit
UAZ-469 type vehicle — 1 unit

Roki border guard uni

Location: Roki Tunnei

Personnel: 30 militiamen
Armameni;

Kalashnikov assauit rifles — 35 unils
Machine guns — 3 units

kdisi border guard unit

Location: Village Edisi

PPersonnel: 33 militiamen
Armament:

Kalashnikov assauit rifles — 40 units
Machine guns — 3 unils

Sinaguri border guard unit
Location: Village Sinaguri

Personnel: 30 militiamen
Armament:
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Kalashnikov assault rifles — 33 units
Machine guns — 2 units

Znguri Border Guard Office

Location: Village Znauri
Personnel: 120 milinamen
Armament:

Kalashnikov assault rifles — 125 units
Machine guns — 7 units
This office included Muguti, Velebi and Balta borcer guard units.

Muguti border guard unit

Tocation: Village Muguii
Personnel: 35 militiamen
Armament:

Kelashnikov assault rifles — 40 units
Machine guns — 3 units

Velebi border guard unit

Lecation: village Velebi
Personnct: 30 milittamen
Armament;

Kalashnikov assault rifles — 30 units
Machine guns — 2 units

Balta border guard unit

Location: Village Balta

Personnel: 30 militiamen
Armament:

Kalashmkov assault rifles — 30 units
Machine guns — 2 units

On the section 3 of the question E, please see answers to question B, as well as anwers to
guestion 3 of the military set of questions.
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fndependent Internaticonal Fact Finding Mission on the Conflict in Georgia
(HFFMCG)

First set of questions on legal issues to the Governments
of the Rnssian Federation and Georgia

1. Please explain the formal and informal relationship between the Russian Federation and
Geargia and the Tskhinvali region/Scuth Ossetia and Abkhazia respeciively before the
outbreak of the conflict In August 2008 in all levels. Would you call the davelopments in
legal, political, economie space, Including infrasiructure, energy and social welfare in the
recent years between the Russian Federation and the Tskhinvali region/South Ossatia
and Abkhazia as an integration processes? How do you qualify In tegal terms the
deciston taken by the Russian Federation a few months before the outbreak of the
conflict to establish formal contacts between the Russian Federation and the Tskhinvali
regien/South Ossetfa and Abkhazia respectively?

2. Please explain tha process and dynarmics of acquiring Russian nationality by persons
residing in the Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia and Abkhazia, and explain the reasons
for the confarral of Russian citizenship, How do you reconcile this with your assessment
of the Internaticnal legal status of the territories?

3. Please glve accounts of the implemantation of the Sochi Agreement of 1982 refated to
the Tskhinveli region/Scuth Ossetia as well as the Moscow Agresment on a Ceasefire
and Separation of Forces of 1994 related to Abkhazia and relevant protocols to those
agreements and their implementations in reality by the pariles, How do thesa rejats to
the movements of Russian trocps immediately hefors 7 August 20087

4. Plaase expiain Russian troop movements before and during the conflict of Atgust 2008,
How does this relate to the amended Tieaty on Conventional Farces in Eurape and ths
Russian practice during most of the fims preceding the conflict? Please explain Georglan
military posture and troop movemants hefore and during the conflict,

5." Please give legal and cther reasons for the Russian recognition of the terriforlas of the
Tskhinvali region/Sciith Ossetia and Abkhazia. Please qualify the legal status and the
objectives of the frlendship treaties concluded between the Russian Federation and the
Tskhinvali regicn/South Ossetia and with Abkhazia tespacilvely on 17 September 2008,

»

In the course of the conflict and in terms of responsibility under international law: How
would you describe the formal and informal relationship heiveen tha Russian miiitary and
South Ossetlan and Abkhaz armed forcas respectively, prior to 17 September 2008 and
nowadays? Please explain especially the respective command chains.

7. Which measures did you take to protect civilians, and to prevent looting, detainment, and
' mistreatment of clvilians during and after the hostilities?

6. Which measures did you teke fo provida relief and support to civifian nopulations in the
areas afected by hostilities and thelr aftermath?

independent International Fact-Finding Mission on the Conflict in Georgia
IFFRCG ’
7 bis Avenue de la Paix
1202 Geneva
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Additional legal questions

The Georgian denunciation of the Sochi Agreement (we have controversial information
on whether such a denunciation took place).

The Georgian declaration that the Moscow agreement on 14 May 1994 on a ceasefire
and separation of forces in Abkhazia is null and void (of 18 August 2008)
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Question i: Please explain the formal and informal relationship between the Russian
Federation and Georgia and the Tskhinvali Rersion/South (ssetia and Abkharia
respectively before the ontbreak of the conflict in August 20068 in sl levels. Would vou call
ithe developmenis in [egal, political, econamic. space includinge inlrastructure, encrgy and
social welfare in the recent vears between the Russian. Federation and the Tskhinvali
region/South Ossetia and Abkhazia as an integralion process? How do vou qualifv in fegal
terms the decision tuken by the Russian Federation a few months before the outbreak of the
conflict to establish formal contacts belween the Russian Federation and the 'Iskhuwah
region/South Osseua and Abkhazia resneclwclv ?

Q

The dynamics of Russia’s relationship with the Tskinvali Region/South Qssetia and Abkhazia,
Georgia can be divided in three main phascs:
fy The active instigation and suppori of separatist subversive groups in hoth regions as well
as subsequent active partieipation in the military contlicts; |
[} The support for proxy regimes in both regions; and
I} The declaration of the establishment of direct legal ties with proxy regimes, by that
beginning an open pelicy of undermining Georgia’s territorial integrity and sovereignty
and enhancing its policy of creeping annexation.

The formal and informal relations between the Russjan Federation and ils, proxy regimes in
Tskhinvali region/South Ossctia and Abkhazia served the sole goal of obtaining maximum
control over the situation is these Georgian regions. Through such policy, Russian authorities
made both regions totally dependent on its “assistance™ and twols for iis higeer political
aspirations. This is why the regimes in T skhinvali region/South Ossetia and Abkhazia are, [tom
the international law standpomi proxies of the Rumcm statc and their actiony and policies arc
directly attributable to the laticr.

1. ACTIVE INSTIGATION AND SUPPORT OF SHPARATIST SUBVERSIVE GROUPS IN BOTH
REGIONS AS WELL AS SURBSEQUENT ACTIVE PARTICIPATION IN THE MILITARY CONFLICTS

The conflicts in Abkhazia and the Tsldlmva l regioufSouth Ossetia were actively instigated by the
Russian Federation in the early’ 1990s as Georgla took determined steps to restore its
independence, lost as a result of annexation by Russia in 1921, From the very beginning, Russia
not only had control over the irregular armed groups aiming to undermine the Georgian state in
Abkhazia and Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia due to their dependence on its support, but also
directly participated in the hostilities. The military involvement -of Russian troops  and
mercenaries has been reported by independent sources. In 1995 Human Rights Watch reported:

The conflict in Abkhazia was heightenzd by the fnmvolvement of Russia,
mostly on the Abkhaz side, especially during the war’s initial stages.
Whereas Russia has endorsed the territorial integrity of the Republic of
Georgia, Russion arms found their way into Abkhaz hands, Russion’
planes bombed civilian targels in Georgian-controlled territory, [and]
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Russian militury vessels, manned by supporters of the Abkhaz side, were
made available to shell Georgian-held Sokhumi ..

The role of Russian actors in the conflici becume considerably wmore
pronounced during the first six months of 1993, This was precisely af a
time when human rights abuses and violations of the laws of war
atiributable 1o heavy weapons obtained from Russian scurces were
becoming more serious. The Russian military took a divect role in
hostilities on several occasions, cmd appears 1o have provided logistical
support and supplies 1o ihe Abkfmz

W

Russian diwrect participation in hostilities was particularly vivid during the air attacks over
Sokhumi, both in 1992 and 1993 as well as the assaull on Sokhumi in March 1993 and Tinal
assault on the city in Septernber 1993 that resulted in ethnic cleansing of Georgians and
discrimination of other cthnic minoritics. Russjan involvement in the conflict in Abkhazia swas
coordmated by three high-ranking Russian gencrals: Sigutkin, Sorokin and Kondratiey. Finally,
a group ot elite officers was coordinated by the former chief of the Soviet Army’s General Staff,
Gen Aleksandr Kolesnikov. General Aleksey Sigutkin, perhaps the most important Russian
officer during the conflict who credits himself with designing the assault plan on Sokhumi, is
now a member of Russian Duma from Pskov and leads United Russia partyz.

Gen. Sorokin commanded the 345™ airborne regiment.® Loss of 24 personnel in combat is as
well recognized at thu ofTicial website ofthe unjt. Sergeant of the regiment Vitali Wolf was even
decorated with star of “hero of Russia®’

Most well-known Russian units to have taken direct part in the conflict aframsl (Georgia mdudc
but are not limited (o:

¢ T'he 643th Anti-air Regiment, Mol unit # 5482

= MoD Unit # 3697, the notorious Special Forces previously based in Riga, Latvia known
for their participation in massacres in the Baltics, Its commander, Teheslav Miin nik, 1s
wanted by Latvia, Lithuania (for participation in the Medininkai. massacre of nine
Lithuanian border guards in 1991) and INTERPOL was decarated by the Abkhaz with the
“Leon Order” and Jater was sent to Abkhazia by Russia’s NSC to manage clections 1n
Abkhazia and support Raul Khajimba in 2004°

1

' Huan Rigkts Warch Armns Project, Fruman Rights Watch/Helsinld, ‘Gtﬁn‘gi a'Ahlchazia: Violations ol the T.aws of War and
Russia’s Role in the Conllict’, March 1958, Vol. 7, Na. 7, pp. 7, 37.

2 0m his official website (htipsffwwwe stenikin ruBlomaphy) Sigutkin boasts “participation in the conflict in Abkhazia.”

7 U'his as well as fts participation in the contlict is canfizmed at an unofficial wobsite oi'fhe reniment Tutp. vy comba 43,0 i

tpstirwn comhat34S aubioeraphy(d 0 (ot

* Source; Latvian Russian lan guage daily Chas, (4.11.2004 URL: htp:/Awronw, chias-dailv.eomavini 2003/ 1043 052 bt &



+ An airborie unit from Ganja, Azerbaijan (known for its part in the 1990 massacre in
Baku) that included Amatoly Sidorenko, Russian Airbormc Troops Colonel, Boris
Alauminichev, Rossian Army Colonel, Genady Kolodin, major, Boris Akvalevich,
coloncl, Egor Lumev, major general (hcaded diversionist group “Russian legion™) and
others.

One of (he most important pieces of evidence on the subject is Russjan Air Fores Major Vaclay
Shipko (personal identification number 622752) whose Su 27 jet was shot down near Sokhumi
on March 19, 1993 (In lzvestia of 23.03.1993 commander of the Russian Air Force Evgeny
Zarundnev confirms that the objective of his flight was o shoot Georgian targets. Before this

incident, Russian Defense minister Pavel Grachev claimed that Georglans were painting their Su--
25 ajrerafl into Russian colors and bombing Sokhumi civilian districts, kﬂ]mg hundreds of

civilians ro discredit Russia). M. Shipko, died on spot.

'T'he significance of Russian military involvement on Abkhar side is well explained in a 1999
baok by Viktor Baranels, a high-profile expert of the Russian Mol and former head of the
information-Analytical Department and. veteran of war in Afganisian. (see chapter II in Barancts
Vikior Nikolacvich, Genshtab Bez Tain/Temumat tes Talin Vargius Press: Moscow, 1999). “1le

noles: Georgian claims on arms supplies to the Abkhaz from Gudauta base, direct involvement of

airbome brigade there in the conflict and use of air force based on the airfield was corroborated
hy numcrous phetographs, documents and testimonics of numerous witnesses. “Denying them
was senscless,” he notes. Ile even describes number of staged theflls from Gudauta arms
siockpiles that involved paying guards 8,000 rubles and numerous uses of Russian aircrafl on
Abkhaz side. :

fn the fall of 1993, when, after breaking the Russian-brokered cease-fire of July 1993, the
militants under Russian control captured surroundings of Sokhumi, they declared that they
would shoot down any aircraft taking off or landing in Sokhumi ¢ven il civilian. At least two
civilian aircraft were shot down including onc Tupolev 134 on Seplember 29, 1993, Among the

victims of this atrocious act was the Wall Street Journal reporter Alexandra Tuttle. It is rather

safe to assume that the shoulder propelled anti-air missile used for shooting down thc aircraft was
obtained from the Russian base in Gudauta and fighters received Russian training.”

Lasi but not least, the Russian Federation sponsored peace talks in Sochiin July 1993 where a
third ccase-fire was signed under Russian guarantees. According to the CFA, Georgia withdrew
all armor and artillery from the theatre and cven paid Russia for rent of cargo ships. Immediately
thereafter, Russia and its proxies enhanced their buildup and in just two months, launched an
unprovoked offensive that resulted in the large-scale ethnic cleansing of the majority Georgian
population of Abkhazia. As a result, up to 70% of Abkhazia’s pre-war population was driven out,
including other ethnic minorities resident in Abkhazia before the war.

“ Accessible clectronically at kit militera.fib.ru/research/Uaranets findex. bt

7 =108, Journalist F ,:.r‘.d [)L.ﬂ.d Tn Bmlc i'ur a G;omiqn f‘[ty" The Nel.» Yon" 'F'fmc_s, .‘Seple'mbsr 30, 1993; Available al
A pedAamna vl z
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The Soviet Union still legally existed when hardliner groups in Moscow and specifically in the
KB adopted a policy to fuel ethnic tensions in /Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia. The nature of
the Russian involvement was essentially the same as in the case of Abkhazia. Actual
manufacturing of the conflict and its management was carricd out under direct supervision of the
soviet KGB. In terms of military involvemeni, not only did the Sovict Union/Russia supply arms
to the prexy mililants, but took dircct part in the hostilities. This mainly concerned a regiment of
Mi24 attack hclicopters of the Soviet Air [orce stationed in Tskhinvall and units of Soviet
Interior Troops.

It R'U_SSIA.N CONTROL OVER THE PROXY REGIMES AFTER THE CESSATION OF HOSTILITIRS

I TSKHINVALI REGION/SOUTIT OSSETEA
LI General overview

Till 2008, the Russian Federation never openly questioncd the lerritorial integrity of Georgia.
However in reality Russia implemeanted a well planned policy of establishing control over the
region which was used as an effective toal for the implementation of a wider policy with regard
to Georgla, including the detachment of these territories from Georgia and their infegration in the
Russian Federation. '

The proxy regime in I'skhinvalt established as a result of the armed conflict in 1990°s has been
sustained with the comprchensive assistancc and support of the Russian Federation. The Russian
Federation has actively provided the Tskhinvali proxy regime with military, political, economic
and financial assistance and vsed this assistance in order to exercise control over its policies and
actions.

In addition it conducted a concerted policy of mass distribution of Russian passports Lo the local
residents, which in itsclf constituted a striking example of the policy dirccied against the
territorial integrity and sovereignty of the neighbouring sovereign state - Georgia.

Russian led peacckeeping mission scrved the overall policy of the Russian Federation described
abovs rather than aims set under its respective mandates.

120 Aspects of Political Conirol

Russia’s policy has been very consistent n its attempts on the one hand to raise the “political
legitimization” of the proxy regime and on the other hand to have absolute veto on every political
decision in the Tskhinvali region/South Ossctia. The most vivid examples of its political
engagement provided below leave no doubt as to their negative impact on the process of a
peaceful, political settlement of the conflict, :

= Support fo the Independence of the Tskhinvali ‘Region/South Ossetia



The most vivid manifestation of politfcal support to the proxy government of the Tskhinvali
region is the series of acts recognising the independent statehood of the sclf-prociaimed republic
of South Ossetia. The first attempts of the Russian Federation to recognize the independence
dates back to 6 March 1993, when the High Council of Neorth Ossetia, Russian Federation
recognized the independence of the Republic of South Ossetia. As a follow up, on 22 March

1993, the Supreme Council ot the Russian Federation put the question of recognition of the Republic

of South Ossetia on its agenda.”

On 30 November 2006, Members of the Parliament of the North Osselia, adopted an address 10
the federal authorities, namely the President and the Parliament of the Russian Federation, urging
© recognition of the independence of South Ossetia based on the results of referendum held in the
Tskhinvaii region/South Ossetid, although tlic majority of the population of the Former
Autonomous Region of South Ossetta did not participate in the referendum because the
" Tskhinvali regime could not control the whole territory of the Region and ethnic Georgians
residing in the territories under the proxy regime had been cxpelled as a result of the cthnic
cleansing carried out in the context of -armed conflict in 19911992,

On 6 December 2006, the State Duma of the Russian Federation adopted several statements in
relation to the non-recognized republics existing on the territory of Georgia.” Members of the
Parliament considcred that on 12 November 2006 referendurn and elections in Tskhinvali
region/South Ossetia were held in full compliance with international principles and norms.'® To
that extent Russian policy rcgarding the Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia was declared to largely
follow the results of the referendum with due regard given io the relevant legislation and
international legal standards and precedents. Notably, the refcrendum was held in the conditions
where the local Georgian population was expelled, and could not in any way contribute o the
vote. Given fts illegal nature, no state apart from Russia, rccognized the legitimacy of the
referendum. On the contrary, the entire intermational communily, ineluding the COE condemned
the illegal referendwm in the Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia.

in 1ts 3 October 2005 statement, the Russian Government referred to Cduard Kokoity as ‘the
President of South Ossetia. The Georgian side has on numerous occasions expressed protest
regarding the specific naming of the plO‘i} r:,glmc in the T'skhinvali region/South Ossetia.

Onc of the notable instances was the official presence of Russia at the military ceremony
dedicated to the day of independence of South Ossetia. On 20 September 2003, the proxy regime
organized a dcmonstra‘tion of military Torces during the celebration of the day of independence in
Tskhinvali Cltv The ceremony was attended by representatives of the proxy regime of
Abkhazia as well as the de facro authoritics of I'tansdnestria and Nagorno-Karabakh. There wers

8 hupédwewe e gelavedekr 1993 U3 22 o hemlawdd=3988ns 3=en

? See statement of Stare Duma dated 6 December 2006.

17 8ee press—releﬂse of RIAN dated 6 December 2006, Available Ar haipyfwww.rian.sifpalirics/ 20061 206/58556%63 Him)

" See pres-release of REGNIM. dated 20 September 2005 and enclosed photas. Avzilable at
hrtps/fww resnume runews 313583 huml ; ’
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also present members of the State Duma, mostly representatives of the ruling party, as well as

representatives of the central and local govemnicnts, including the leaders of administrative

territorial units of the Russian Federation.™ Pariicipation of a large number of Russian officials in
the parade directly contradicts Russia’s declared role of mediator in the conflict. Morcover, in
light of the perceived role of Russia as a broker of the peace in the region, the fact that high
officials of the govermnent of Russia appeared by the side of representatives of the proxy
government stands as an unambiguous gesture of political support to them.

All these measures of legal and political endorsement of the proxy regime were followed by
practical mcasures of supporl. On a routine basis, the Russian Government cooperated with the
proxy regime with no account taken of the official protests of the Georgian side expressed on
many occasions regarding the interference of Russia into the internal affairs of the stale of
Georgia. In addition, the Russian Delegation consistently attended official ceremonies in the
Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia, including the inauguration of Mr. Kokoity.™

Cn 18 September 2005, Teimuraz Mamsuroy, Teader of the Republic of North Ossetia and Fduard
Kokoity, the sclf-proclaimed president of the I'skhinvali region/South Ossciia signed a joint
statement regarding the intention to expand the legal frameworls of cooperation between the two
republics with the declared “aiin of preservation of the single Ossetia”." On 20 Scptember 2006,
Moscow City Mayor Yuri Lujkov and de fieto President Eduart Kokoity signed a friendship and
cooperation agreement between Moscow City and South Ossctia.”

Since the Russian Federation is fully responsible for any act carried out by any branch of the
government including by local entities of the federation, the above mentioned policy of North
Ossetia amounts to a-significant act of political support of the Tskhinvali proxy regime from the
Russian Federation.

s Visits of represeniatives of Russian official structures

Without prior consultations with the Georgian authoritics, the Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia
has been frequently visiled by represenialives of official structurcs of the Russian Federation.
While doing so they violated state border control regulations as well as practices established in
line with the principles of territorial integrity and sovereigniy of Georgla on visits to the
Tskhinvali Region/South Ossctia of Georgia requiring proper notification and approval by
Georgian authoritics. Numecrous meetings between the leaders of the proxy regime and the
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'* Sew press-rolease of REGNUM dared 20 Seprambar 2006,



highest officials and Members of the Parliament of the Russian Federation have taken place
without prior approval from the central government of Georgia. To name but few examples of
this type of “high-level” mectings, the following instances are noteworthy: meetings of the de
Jacto President Kokoity with President Vladimir Putin of the Russian Federation (two occasions
reported), Russian Minister of Foreign Aftairs Sersey Lavrov:'®, Moscow City Mayor Yuri
Lujkov; Vice-speakers of the Russian State Duma Viadimir Jirinovski and Sergey Baburin;
Chairman of the Committee of International Affairs of the Statc Duma Konstantin Kosacheyv;
Chaimman of the Commitlee of CIS Matiers and Contacts with the Emigrant of Statc Duma,
Andrey Kokoshin; Chatrman ol the Communist parly of Russia, MP Genady Ziuganov,
Chairman of the Russian political party “Rodina™ (“Poauna™), MP Dimitry Rogozin; Deputy
Chairman of the Russian political party “Rodina” (“Poppma™), MP Alcksey Mitrofanay; T.eadcrs
of the North Caucasus republics:. Teimuraz Mamsurov (North Ossetia - Alania, Russia) Mustapha
Baldiev (Karachai-Cherkess, Russia), Arsen Kanokov (Kabardino-Balkaria, Russia) and Alu
Alkhanov (Chechnia, Russia); Governor of the Krasnodar Oblast, Aleksander Tkachov; Leaders
of Cossack organizations operaling in Russia, including the high miiitary Cossack [eader Viktor
Lododatski. Deside these ad hoc visits/meetings mentioned above, Dimitry Medoev is present in
Moscow as the South Ossclia’s permarient representative'in the Russian declation. TFinally, Mr,
Kokoity and other proxy leaders hold joint press- confercmes in Russia,” and Mr. Kokoity
himself is a frequent guest of official circles in Russia.'®

= Staff composition as a direct means vf control of the Proxy Begime

In order to obtain full control over the political decision-making process in Tskinvali
Region/South Ossetia, Russia®s “support” extended beyond the frames of political, military and
cconomic assistance. Rather, over the time that “support” transformed itself into direct control of
“administrative and executive functions through the assignment and  placement of former and/or
acting Russian functionaries (most of them officers of secret scrvices) to the . Tskinvali
Region/South Ossetia where they were appointed as high ranking officials in the proxy
eovernment. The following examples are illusirative (ses also Annex A):

a) Aslanhek Soltanovich Bulatsev — Prime Minister of South Ossctia since 31 October
2008 Born in 1963 in Mikhailovsk, North Osseiia, USSR After graduating from North
Ossctian Statc University with the speeialization ol an accountant, served at the Soviel KGB
‘since 1986, later at the Russian Federal Sccurity Scrvice (FSB).For several years uniil 2006
headed the financial unit of [:SBE’s North Ossctian division.From 2006 until October 2008
served as the head of North Ossetian Federal Tax Inspection.In May 2007, was charged with
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b}

corruption and 1116081 extortion of money by the owners of the ld,rgest alcohol factories in
Beslan,

Alesander Mikhailovich Bolshakev — Head of South Ossetian President’s Administration
since 31 October 2008. Born in 1954 in Murom, Viadimir Oblast, USSR. In 1978 graduated
from Vladimir State Pedagogical Institute. In 1978-1993 worked a1 the local government and
communist party structures in Vladimir Oblast. In 1998-2000 was the deputy dircetor-general
of “Avtopribor” factory in Vladimir. In 2001.2004 headed the control-revision board of
business group “SOK” in Samara -- one of the biggest producers of automobile parts in
Russia, In 2005-2007 was Vice-Governor and the head of govemor’s administration of
Ulianoysk Oblast. Since June 2007 until October. 2008 served as the deputy head of
Ulianovsk Oblast government and the Lhcll[‘n‘l’m of the local branch of Russia’s ruling party
“Fdinava Rossia.”

Lev Vikiorovich Pavlincllov - Deputy Head of South Ossclian President’s Administration
since 31 October 2008. Since the late 1990s worked as a political and PR consultant in
Samara, Samara Oblast, Russia. In the early 2000s, was the political consultant of business
group "SOK” in Samara. [n 2004 headed the election headquarters of governor of Ulianovsk
Oblast Scrgey Mironov and afterwards served as his counselor until October 2008, In 2007-
2008 chaired the imitative group to supporl Viadimir Pulin’s third term prosidency.

The highest officials at the Ministry of Defence of lqklmwall region/South Osselia were and
continue to be former and/or active high ranking military officials of the Russian
Fedela‘_non

w)

b)

Turi Anvarovich Fansev — Minister of Defense of South Ossetia since 31 October 2008,
Major General of Russian army. Tn 1967 gradualed from Minsk Suvorov Military School. For
many years served as the head of intelligence division of Russian general staff in Ural
military district. Since the mid 1990s served as the deputy commander of Ural military
district.

Vasily Vasilevich Lunev — Minister of Defensc of South Ossetia since | March 2008. Major
General of Russian Army. Born in 1956, Graduvated from Moscow ITigh Military Command

* School, Frunze Military Academy and General Stalf Academy. Served as the commander of

ground froops and armored vehicles platoon at Chebarkul military base in Utral region. In
2003-2004 was the deputy commander of army jn Siberia. Until December 2007 worked as a
mititary advisor in Syria. On 26 December 2007, was appomted as the military commissioner
of Perm Krai, where he served uniil being sent on a mission 1o South Ossetia.

Andrey Nikolaevich Laptev - Minister of Defence of South Osselia since 11 December
2006 -20608 1 March, is a Russian citizen and colonel in the Russian army. Ele started his
career in the Tskhinvall region/South Ossetia by serving in the JPKT and following the

- autumn of 2003, he headed the general staff of the Ministry of Defence of South Ossetia.



d) Anatoly Konstantinovich Barankevich — former Minister of Defence of South Ossetia from
July 2004 till December 2006, is a Russian citizen and colonel of the Russian army.” Since
[1 December 2006, he scrves as the Secretary of the Security Council of South Ossetia.

e} Viadimer Grigorievieh Kravehenko — Chief of the General Staff of the Armed Forces of
South Ossctia from- September 2004 till September 20053, is a Russian citizen and a colonel of
the Russian army.

£y Anatoly Tvanovich Sisoev — Military Adviscr of de facio president Lduard Kokoity in 2004,
Russian citizen, former emplayee of the Main Intefligence Service of the Ministry of Defence
ol the Russian Federation. During the escalation of the conflict, he was the person making
main decisions including the reecipt and allocating of the mercenaries and velunteer corps
the region.

Head officers of the Security Service of the Tskhinvali region/South Ossetia are former
and/or acling high-ranking officiale from militaty and special services of the Russian
Federation: :

&) ~ Boris Majitoviieh Atoev — Chairman of the State Security Commiftee of South Ossetia
since 9 November 2006, is a Russian citizen and former officer of the Soviet intelligence
service in Kabardino-Balkaria, Moscow and Afganisian.

b) General Mayor Nikolai Vasilevieh Dolgopolov - Chairman of the State Security
Committee of South Ossctia from March 2006 (ill November 2006, Rus