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UNHCR’s Mandate

● Provide international protection & 

assistance to refugees

● Seek permanent, durable solutions for 

refugees

● Prevent and reduce statelessness and 

protect the rights of stateless people



International Refugee Law Instruments

• 1951 Convention on the Status of Refugees

• 1967 Protocol Relating to the Status of the Refugees

– U.S. acceded to the 1967 Protocol in 1968 and implemented its 

obligations via the Refugee Act of 1980



Foundational Principles

• Non-refoulement

• Right to seek and enjoy asylum

• Non-discrimination

• Non-penalization



UNHCR Multi-Country Office Washington

• U.S. Protection and Solutions Unit

– Ensure access to territory

– Advance fair and efficient asylum procedures

– Align interpretation of the refugee definition with international 
law

– Consider detention only as a measure of last resort

– Prevent and reduce statelessness



Relevant Law & Guidance

• 1951 Convention & 1967 Protocol

• Conclusions on International Protection (“ExCom Conclusions”)

• Handbook on Procedures & Criteria for Determining Refugee Status

• Guidelines on International Protection

• Country guidance, e.g., Eligibility Guidelines



UNHCR’s Updated 
Webpages



Source: UNHCR Global Report 2021



UNHCR Country Information & Guidance

• Offer guidance on the eligibility for international 
protection of specific at-risk groups or profiles.

Eligibility Guidelines &

International Protection 
Considerations

• Contain country-specific policy guidance regarding 
the reasonableness and feasibility of  return based 
on country conditions.

Positions on Returns

• Contain country-specific policy guidance on issues 
other than eligibility or return.

Guidance Notes



Country Information and Guidance



Example: El Salvador Eligibility Guidelines



UNHCR Database: Refworld



UNHCR Asylum* Resources

Central 
American and 

Mexican Claims

Children’s 
Claims

LGBTIQ+ 
Claims

Women’s Claims Detention Statelessness



Cover Notes Expressing UNHCR’s Views

Relevance of Int’l Law in the U.S.

Forms of Persecution and Common Risk Profiles

Asylum Claims Based on Membership in a PSG

Asylum Claims Based on Other Convention Grounds

Agents of Persecution and a State’s Ability and Willingness to Protect

Other Considerations

Overview of UNHCR Resources



Using Int’l Law and UNHCR Materials 
in Direct Representation



Using Int’l Law and UNHCR Materials in 
Impact Litigation



“The lawyers must do the basic work, finding, analyzing, and referring 
us to, that [comparative law] material. I know there is a chicken and 
egg problem. The lawyers will do so only if they believe the courts 
are receptive. By now, however, it should be clear that the chicken 
has broken out of the egg. The demand is there. To supply that 
demand, the law professors, who teach the law students, who will 
become the lawyers, who will brief the courts, must themselves help 
to break down barriers - barriers that exist between disciplines, so 
that the criminal law professor as well as the international law 
professor understands the international dimension of the subject ….”

Justice Stephen Breyer, “The Supreme Court and the 
New International Law,” ASIL, April 4, 2003



CGRS provides free expert consultation to attorneys and organizations representing 

asylum seekers, including legal technical assistance, strategy development, sample 

briefs, unpublished decisions, country conditions evidence, and expert witness affidavits.

Access assistance in your case: http://cgrs.uchastings.edu/assistance.
Email: CGRS-TA@uchastings.edu with your CGRS Case Number if you have follow-

up questions.

Reach out to CGRS: cgrs-ABtracking@uchastings.edu to request CGRS’s amicus 

support in a case involving Matter of A-B- before the BIA or courts of appeals.

Access CGRS Technical Assistance

http://cgrs.uchastings.edu/assistance
mailto:CGRS-TA@uchastings.edu
mailto:cgrs-ABtracking@uchastings.edu


Unpublished Case Law

• IJ and BIA decisions

Expert Declarations

• Country-specific (e.g., violence against women, 
children, LGBTQ)

• Topic-specific (e.g., domestic violence, incest, 
trauma and memory)

Sample Pleadings

• Case documents: declarations, indices, expert 
affidavits

• Legal briefs

Practice Advisories

• Domestic violence

• Children’s asylum

• Fear-of-gang claims

• Gender-based claims

• CAT protection claims

• EAD Rule

Country Conditions Reports

• Specific topics in individual countries (e.g., 
children, indigenous, LGBTQI+, gang)

CGRS Technical Assistance Resources



• Gender-based, gang-related, and family-based PSG claims

• Thorny nexus issues

• Social group cognizability findings turning on the “circularity principle”

• Issues surrounding state protection (asylum/withholding) or a state’s acquiescence to torture 

• Bars to asylum

• The rights of children or pro se respondents 

• Individuals affected by climate displacement

• Failure to admit or credit expert evidence, including universal or global declarations 

EMAIL: cgrs-ta@uchastings.edu with your request and CGRS case number

Contact CGRS for
Amicus Support in the Courts of Appeals

mailto:cgrs-ta@uchastings.edu


Questions?



Thank You!
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