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Prevalence and Sectoral Distribution of the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor 

Although there is limited information on the 
prevalence of the worst forms of child labor in Saint 
Lucia,4691 there are reports that children in rural 
areas help harvest bananas where they may be at risk 
of carrying heavy loads and exposure to harmful 
pesticides.4692

The Government has indicated that child labor 
appears to be an issue in the informal sector, although 
additional details on the specific types of work are 
unavailable.4693

Laws and Regulations on the Worst Forms 
of Child Labor

The Employment of Women, Young Persons, and 
Children Law, Saint Lucia Revised Ordinances of 1957 
sets the minimum age for employment at 14.4694  In 
2006, the Government proposed Labour Code No. 37, 
to increase the minimum age for employment to age 
15 years.4695  The legislation has not been enacted by 
Parliament.4696

The Education Act No. 41 of 1999 makes it an offense 
to employ a child between the ages of 5 and 15 during 
the school year.4697  The Occupational Health and 
Safety Act prohibits the employment of persons under 
age 18 in industrial undertakings.4698   It also lists 
certain types of work that are prohibited.4699   However, 
it is unclear whether or not there are prohibitions in 
hazardous work in other sectors of the economy. 

The Constitution prohibits slavery, servitude, or forced 
labor.4700  

The Criminal Code bans the procurement of any 
male or female under age 18 for prostitution or 
for the purpose of sexual relations.4701  In 2010, the 
Government enacted the Counter-Trafficking Act 
No. 7 to define hostage taking, migrant smuggling, 
participation in organized criminal group and 
sexual exploitation of children as offenses.4702  The 
Counter-Trafficking Act is intended to give effect to 
implementation of the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress, 
and Punish trafficking in persons.4703 

St. Lucia
The Government of Saint Lucia has strengthened its 
legal framework by enacting a new anti-trafficking law.  
However, gaps remain in its efforts to protect children 
from the worst forms of child labor, in particular 
regarding the minimum age for work law, and in data 
collection and research.  Although there is limited 
information on the prevalence of hazardous child labor, 
there are reports that children work in the banana 
harvest and the informal sector.  It is not clear whether 
the lack of evidence of the worst forms of child labor is 
indicative of a small problem, or a hidden one.

Statistics on Working Children and School Attendance

Children Percent

Working Unavailable 

Unavailable

Combining Work and School Unavailable
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Saint Lucia does not have a military force.  Instead, 
the police force is responsible for the security of the 
country.  The minimum age for recruitment to the 
police force is 18.4704

C138, Minimum Age No

C182, Worst Forms of Child Labor

CRC

CRC Optional Protocol on Armed 
Conflict No

CRC Optional Protocol on the Sale of 
Children, Child Prostitution, and Child 
Pornography

No

Palermo Protocol on Trafficking in 
Persons No

Minimum Age for Work 14

Minimum Age for Hazardous Work 18

Compulsory Education Age 15

Free Public Education No

Institutional Mechanisms for Coordination 
and Enforcement

Research found no evidence that the Government of 
Saint Lucia has established a coordinating mechanism 
to address child labor in agriculture or the informal 
sector.  The Government of Saint Lucia has established 
a National Coalition against Trafficking in Persons 
consisting of the Gender Relations Divisions, the 
Human Services Division, the Police, and the 
Immigration Service.4705

The Department of Labor of the Ministry of Labor 
Relations, Public Service, and Cooperatives is 
responsible for enforcing child labor statutes.4706  The 
Government has seven labor inspectors to cover all 

aspects of labor violations including child labor.4707  
These inspectors conduct spot investigations and check 
records to verify compliance with the law.  Inspectors 
are empowered to take legal action against employers 
found to have employed underage workers.  There have 
been no cases filed to date.4708

Anti-trafficking enforcement is among the 
responsibilities of the Police Department.  It refers 
suspected cases of child trafficking to the Child Welfare 
Board, which oversees child abuse cases.4709

 
Government Policies on the Worst Forms of 
Child Labor

Research found no evidence that the Government 
of Saint Lucia has any policies to specifically address 
the worst forms of child labor.4710  However, the 
Government has recognized the need to conduct 
solid research and statistical analysis to obtain more 
information on the prevalence of the worst forms of 
child labor; such research has not been undertaken to 
date.4711

Social Programs to Eliminate or Prevent the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor

Although the Government of Saint Lucia has 
implemented programs to address trafficking of 
children, research found no evidence that it has carried 
out programs to assist children involved in agriculture 
or the informal sector.  The Government works with 
organizations such as the Organization of American 
States (OAS), the Inter-American Commission of 
Women, and IOM to address, prevent, and combat 
the issue of trafficking in persons.4712  In 2010, the 
Government of Saint Lucia participated in an OAS 
training to increase awareness of trafficking among 
enforcement agencies.4713  The program trained 40 
Saint Lucian law enforcement officials in areas such 
as distinction between trafficking and smuggling 
as well as victim identification and assistance and 
protection.4714
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Based on the reporting above,  the following actions would advance the reduction of 
the worst forms of child labor in Saint Lucia:

IN THE AREA OF LAWS AND REGULATIONS:

Increase the minimum age for work to 15.

Ensure prohibitions on hazardous work in sectors other than industrial undertakings.

IN THE AREA OF COORDINATION AND ENFORCEMENT:

Establish a coordinating mechanism to combat all worst forms of child labor, including hazardous child 
labor in agriculture and the informal sector.

IN THE AREA OF POLICIES:

Conduct a comprehensive study to assess the nature and extent of worst forms of child labor in the 
country.

IN THE AREA OF PROGRAMS:

Use the results of the study on the worst forms of child labor to assess the need for social programs to 
assist children working in agriculture and the informal sector.

4691 Data provided in the chart at the beginning of this 
country report are not available from the data sources that 
are used by USDOL.  Reliable data on the worst forms 

often hidden or illegal nature of the worst forms.  For 
more information on sources used for these statistics, the 
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