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A
GENERAL
The Ceneral Assenbly,

Havi ng consi dered the questions of Anerican Sanpa, Anguilla, Bernuda,
the British Virgin Islands, the Caynman |slands, Guam Montserrat, Pitcairn,
St. Helena, the Turks and Caicos Islands and the United States Virgin Islands,
hereinafter referred to as "the Territories",

Havi ng exani ned the rel evant chapter of the report of the Speci al
Conmittee on the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the
Decl arati on on the Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and
Peopl es, !

Recalling its resolution 1514 (XV) of 14 Decenber 1960, containing the
Decl arati on on the Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es
and all resolutions and decisions of the United Nations relating to those
Territories, including, in particular, the resolutions adopted by the Genera
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Assenbly at its fiftieth session on the individual Territories covered by the
present resol ution,

Recogni zi ng that the specific characteristics and the sentinments of the
peopl es of the Territories require flexible, practical and innovative
approaches to the options of self-determ nation, w thout any prejudice to
territorial size, geographical |ocation, size of population or natura
resour ces,

Recalling its resolution 1541 (XV) of 15 Decenber 1960, containing the
principles that should gui de Menber States in determ ning whether or not an
obligation exists to transmt the information called for under Article 73 e of
the Charter of the United Nations,

Expressing its concern that even three and a half decades after the
adoption of the Declaration there still remains a nunber of Non-Self- Governing
Territories,

Acknowl edgi ng the significant achievenents by the internationa
community towards the eradication of colonialismin accordance with the
Decl arati on, and conscious of the inportance of continuing effective
i npl enentati on of the Declaration, taking into account the target set by the
United Nations to eradicate colonialismby the year 2000,

Taki ng note of the positive constitutional devel opnents in sone
Non- Sel f - Governing Territories about which the Special Commttee has received
i nformati on, while also recognizing the need for recognition to be given to
expressions of self-determ nation by the peoples of the Territories consistent
with practice under the Charter,

Recogni zing that in the decol oni zati on process there is no alternative
to the principle of self-determ nation as enunci ated by the General Assenbly
inits resolutions 1514 (XV), 1541 (XV) and ot her resolutions,

Noting with appreciation the continuing exenplary cooperati on of New
Zeal and, as an adnministering Power, in the work of the Special Conmittee, and
wel com ng the recent constitutional devel opnents in Tokel au

Wel comi ng the stated position of the Governnment of the United Ki ngdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland that it continues to take seriously its
obligations under the Charter to devel op sel f-governnent in the dependent
Territories and, in cooperation with the locally elected Governments, to
ensure that their constitutional frameworks continue to neet the wishes of the
peopl e, and the enphasis that it is ultimately for the peoples of the
Territories to decide their future status

Wl coming also the stated position of the Governnment of the United
States of America that it supports fully the principles of decol onization and
takes seriously its obligations under the Charter to pronote to the utnost the
wel | -being of the inhabitants of the Territories under United States
admi ni stration,

Aware of the special circunstances of the geographical |ocation and
econom ¢ conditions of each Territory, and bearing in mnd the necessity of
promoting econom ¢ stability and diversifying and strengthening further the
econom es of the respective Territories as a matter of priority,
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Consci ous of the particular vulnerability of the small Territories to
natural disasters and environnental degradation

Aware of the useful ness both to the Territories and to the Specia
Conmittee of the participation of appointed and el ected representatives of the
Territories in the work of the Special Conmmittee,

Convi nced that the wi shes and aspirations of the peoples of the
Territories should continue to guide the devel opnent of their future politica
status and that referenduns, free and fair elections, and other forns of
popul ar consultation play an inportant role in ascertaining the wi shes and
aspirations of the people,

Convi nced al so that any negotiations to determne the status of a
Territory must not take place without the active invol venent and partici pation
of the people of that Territory,

Recogni zing that all available options for self-determ nation are valid
as long as they are in accordance with the freely expressed w shes of the
peopl es concerned and in conformty with the clearly defined principles
contained in resolutions 1514 (XV), 1541 (XV) and other resolutions of the
Ceneral Assenbly,

M ndful that United Nations visiting mssions provide an effective means
of ascertaining the situation in the Territories, and considering that the
possibility of sending further visiting mssions to the Territories at an
appropriate time and in consultation with the adm nistering Powers shoul d be
kept under review,

Taking note of the fact that the Special Conmttee held at Port Mbreshy,
from12 to 14 June 1996, a Pacific regional seminar to reviewthe situation in
the Non-Self-Coverning Territories, particularly their political evolution
towards self-determ nation by the year 2000,

M ndful that in order for the Special Commttee to enhance its
understanding of the political status of the peoples of the Territories, and
to fulfil its nmandate effectively, it is inportant for the Conmttee to be
apprised by the adm nistering Powers, and to receive information from other
appropriate sources, concerning the wi shes and aspirations of the peopl es of
the Territories,

M ndful also that in this connection the Special Committee regards the
hol di ng of regional semnars in the Caribbean and Pacific regions and at
Headquarters and other venues, with the active participation of
representatives of the Non-Self-Governing Territories, as a helpful neans to
fulfil its mandate, while recognizing the need for reviewing the role of these
semnars in the context of a United Nations programe for ascertaining the
political status of the Territories,

M ndful further that sone Territories have not had any United Nations
visiting mssion for a long period of tine,

Noting with appreciation the contribution to the devel opnent of sone
Territories by specialized agenci es and ot her organizations of the United
Nati ons system in particular the United Nations Devel opnment Programe, and
regional institutions such as the Cari bbean Devel opment Bank
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1. Approves the chapter of the report of the Special Conmittee on the
Situation with regard to the Inplenmentation of the Declaration on the Granting
of I ndependence to Col onial Countries and Peoples relating to American Sanpa,
Angui |l a, Bernuda, the British Virgin Islands, the Cayman I|sl ands, Guam
Montserrat, Pitcairn, St. Helena, the Turks and Caicos |Islands and the United
States Virgin Islands,! and takes note of the recomendati ons contai ned
therein subject to the changes introduced by the present resol ution;

2. Reaffirnms the inalienable right of the peoples of the Territories
to self-determnation, including, if they so wi sh, independence, in conformty
with the Charter of the United Nations and General Assenbly resolution 1514
(XV), containing the Declaration on the Ganting of Independence to Col oni al
Countries and Peopl es;

3. Reaffirns also that it is ultimately for the peoples of the
Territories thenmselves to determne freely their future political status in
accordance with the rel evant provisions of the Charter, the Declaration and
the rel evant resolutions of the General Assenbly, and in that connection calls
upon the adm nistering Powers, in cooperation with the territoria
Governnents, to facilitate programes of political education in the
Territories in order to foster an awareness anong the people of their right to
self-determination in conformty with legitimte political status options,

i ncluding those defined in resolution 1541 (XV)

4. Requests the adm nistering Powers to transmt to the Secretary-
General information called for under Article 73 e of the Charter and ot her
i nformati on and reports, including reports on the wi shes and aspirations of
the peoples of the Territories regarding their future political status as
expressed in fair and free referenduns and other forns of popul ar
consultation, as well as the results of any inforned and denocratic processes
consistent with practice under the Charter which indicate the clear and freely
expressed wi sh of the people to change the existing status of the Territories;

5. Stresses the inportance for the Special Comrittee to be apprised
of the views and wi shes of the peoples of the Territories and to enhance its
under st andi ng of their conditions;

6. Reaffirms that United Nations visiting mssions to the Territories
at an appropriate tine and in consultation with the adm nistering Power are an
effective means of ascertaining the situation in the Territories, and requests
the adm nistering Powers and the el ected representatives of the peoples of the
Territories to assist the Special Committee in this regard;

7. Reaffirnms also the responsibility of the adm nistering Powers
under the Charter to promote the economnmic and soci al devel opnent and to
preserve the cultural identity of the Territories, and recomends that
priority continue to be given, in consultation with the territoria
Governnments concerned, to the strengthening and diversification of their
respecti ve economni es;

8. Requests the adm nistering Powers in consultation with the peopl es
of the Territories to take all necessary neasures to protect and conserve the
environnent of the Territories under their adm nistration agai nst any
envi ronnent al degradation, and requests the specialized agencies concerned to
continue to nmonitor environnental conditions in those Territories;
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9. Calls upon the adm nistering Powers, in cooperation with the
respective territorial Governnents, to continue to take all necessary measures
to counter problens related to drug trafficking, noney |aundering and ot her
of f ences;

10. Stresses that eradication of colonialismby the year 2000 requires
the full and constructive cooperation of all parties concerned,;

11. Takes note of the particular circunstances which prevail in the
Territories concerned, and encourages the political evolution in themtowards
sel f-determ nati on

12. Urges Menber States to contribute to the efforts of the United
Nations to usher in the twenty-first century in a world free of colonialism
and calls upon themto continue to give their full support to the Specia
Conmittee in its endeavours towards that noble goal

13. Invites the specialized agenci es and ot her organi zati ons of the
United Nations systemto initiate or to continue to take all necessary
nmeasures to accelerate progress in the social and economic life of the
Territories;

14. Requests the Special Conmittee to continue the exam nation of the
qguestion of the small Territories and to submit a report thereon to the
Ceneral Assenbly at its fifty-second session, including reconmendati ons on
appropriate ways to assist the peoples of the Territories to exercise their
right to self-determ nation

94t h plenary neeting

27 Narch 1997

B
| NDI VI DUAL TERRI TORI ES

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Referring to resolution A above,
I. Anerican Sanpa

Noting the report by the adm nistering Power that nobst American Sanpan
| eaders express satisfaction with the island's present relationship with the
United States of America,

Noting also the non-participation of representatives of the people of
American Sanpa in the | ast two regi onal sem nars,

Noting further that the Government of the Territory continues to have
significant financial, budgetary and internal control problens and that the
Territory's deficit and financial condition are conpounded by the high demand
for government services fromthe rapidly growi ng popul ation, a limted
economnmi ¢ and tax base and recent natural disasters,
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Noting that the Territory, simlar to isolated comunities with limted
funds, continues to experience |ack of adequate nedical facilities and other
infrastructural requirenents, especially the provision of safe drinking water
to all villages in Amrerican Sanpa,

Aware of the efforts of the Governnent of the Territory to control and
reduce expenditures, while continuing its programe of expandi ng and
di versifying the | ocal econony,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
peopl e of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-CGeneral infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people
regarding their future political status;

2. Calls upon the adm nistering Power to continue to assist the
territorial Government in the econom c and social devel opment of the
Territory, including nmeasures to rebuild financial nanagenent capabilities and
strengt hen ot her governmental functions of the Governnent of the Territory;

1. Anguilla

Noting that information considered by the Special Conmittee on the
Situation with regard to the Inplenmentation of the Declaration on the Granting
of 1 ndependence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es was nade avail able from
publ i shed sources,

Consci ous of the comm tnment of both the Governnent of Anguilla and the
adm ni stering Power to a new and cl oser policy of dialogue and partnership
t hrough the Country Policy Plan for 1993-1997,

Aware of the efforts of the Governnent of Anguilla to continue to
develop the Territory as a viable offshore centre and wel |l -regul ated financi al
centre for investors, by enacting nodern conpany and trust |laws, as well as
partnership and i nsurance | egislation, and conputerizing the conpany registry
system

Noting the need for continued cooperation between the adm nistering
Power and the territorial Government in tackling the problenms of drug
traf ficking and noney | aunderi ng,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
peopl e of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-General infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people
regarding their future political status;

2. Calls upon the adm nistering Power and all countries,
organi zations and United Nations agencies to continue to assist the Territory
in social and econom c devel opnent;

I11. Bermuda

Noting the results of the independence referendumheld on 16 August 1995
i n Bernuda
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Consci ous of the different viewpoints of the political parties of the
Territory on the future status of the Territory,

Noti ng the measures taken by the Governnent to conbat racismand the
plan to set up a Commi ssion for Unity and Racial Equality,

Noting also the report of the intended closure of the foreign mlitary
bases and installations in the Territory,

Taking into consideration the statenment made in Cctober 1995 by the
Fi nance M nister on the transfer of those | ands for devel opnent projects,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
peopl e of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-CGeneral infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people
regarding their future political status;

2. Calls upon the adm nistering Power to continue its progranmes of
soci o- econom ¢ devel opnent of the Territory;

3. Requests the adm nistering Power to el aborate, in consultation
with the territorial Governnent, programes of devel opment specifically
intended to alleviate the econom c, social and environmental consequences of
the closure of certain mlitary bases and installations in the Territory;

IV. British Virgin |Islands

Noting the conpletion of the constitutional reviewin the British Virgin
I slands and the coming into force of the anended Constitution, and noting al so
the results of the general elections held on 20 February 1995,

Noting also the results of the constitutional review of 1993-1994, which
made it clear that a prerequisite to independence nust be a constitutionally
expressed wi sh by the people as a result of a referendum

Taking note of the statenent made in 1995 by the Chief Mnister of the
British Virgin Islands that the Territory was ready for constitutional and
political advancenment towards full internal self-governnent and that the
adm ni stering Power should assist through the gradual transfer of power to
elected territorial representatives,

Noting that the Territory is emerging as one of the world' s |eading
of fshore financial centres,

Noting also the need for continued cooperation between the adm ni stering
Power and the territorial Government in countering drug trafficking and noney
| aunderi ng,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
peopl e of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-CGeneral infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people
regarding their future political status;

2. Al so requests the administering Power, the specialized agencies
and ot her organi zations of the United Nations systemand all financia
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institutions to continue to provide assistance to the Territory for
soci o- econom ¢ devel opnent and the devel opnent of human resources, bearing in
mnd the vulnerability of the Territory to external factors;

V. Cayman |sl ands

Noting that information considered by the Special Conmittee on the
Situation with regard to the Inplenmentation of the Declaration on the Granting
of 1 ndependence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es was nade avail able from
publ i shed sources,

Noting also the constitutional review of 1992-1993, according to which
t he popul ation of the Cayman |sl ands expressed the sentinment that the existing
relations with the United Kingdom of Geat Britain and Northern Ireland shoul d
be maintained and that the current status of the Territory should not be
al tered

Aware that the Territory has one of the highest per capita incones in
the region, a stable political climate and virtually no unenpl oynent,

Noting the actions taken by the territorial Governnent to inplenent its
| ocal i zation programe to pronote increased participation of the |oca
popul ation in the decision-making process in the Caynman |sl ands,

Noting with concern the vulnerability of the Territory to drug
trafficking and related activities,

Noti ng the measures taken by the authorities to deal with those
pr obl ens,

Noting also that the Territory has energed as one of the world s | eading
of fshore financial centres,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
peopl e of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-CGeneral infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people
regarding their future political status;

2. Al so requests the administering Power, the specialized agencies
and ot her organizations of the United Nations systemto continue to provide
the territorial Governnent with all required expertise to enable it to achieve
its soci o-econom c ains;

3. Calls upon the adm nistering Power and the territorial Government
to continue to cooperate to counter problens related to noney | aundering,
smuggl ing of funds and other related crinmes, as well as drug trafficking;

4. Requests the adm nistering Power, in consultation with the
territorial Government, to continue to facilitate the expansion of the current
programe of securing enploynent for the |ocal population, in particular at
t he deci si on-maki ng | evel
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Vi . GQuam

Recalling that, in a referendumheld in 1987, the people of Guam
endorsed a draft Guam Commonweal th Act that would establish a new framework
for relations between the Territory and the adm nistering Power, providing for
i nternal self-government for Guam and recognition of the right of the people
of Guamto self-determ nation for the Territory,

Recalling al so the requests by the elected representatives and
non- gover nnent al organi zati ons of the Territory that Guam not be renoved from
the Iist of the Non-Sel f-Governing Territories with which the Special
Committee on the Situation with regard to the Inplenentation of the
Decl arati on on the Granting of Independence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es
i s concerned, pending the expression of the will of the Chanorro people and
taking into account their legitimate rights and interests,

Awar e of the continued negotiations between the adm nistering Power and
the territorial CGovernnent on the draft Guam Commonweal th Act and on the
future status of the Territory, with particul ar enphasis on the question of
the evolution of the relationship between the United States of Anerica and
GQuam

Cogni zant that the adm nistering Power continues to inplenent its
programe of transferring surplus federal land to the CGovernnent of Guam

Noting that the people of the Territory have called for reformin the
programe of the admi nistering Power with respect to the thorough
uncondi ti onal and expeditious transfer of land property to the people of Guam

Conscious that immgration into Guam has resulted in the indigenous
Chanorros becoming a minority in their honel and,

Aware of the potential for diversifying and devel opi ng the econony of
Guam t hrough conmerci al fishing and agriculture and other viable activities,

Taki ng note of the proposed closing and realigning of four United States
Navy installations on Guam and the request for the establishnent of a
transition period to develop sonme of the closed facilities as conmercia
enterpri ses,

Recalling the dispatch in 1979 of a United Nations visiting mssion to
the Territory, and taking note of the recommendati on of the 1996 Pacific
regi onal semnar for sending a visiting mssion to Guam?

1. Calls upon the adm nistering Power to take into consideration the
expressed will of the Chanorro people as endorsed by the people of Guam
encour ages the adm nistering Power and the territorial Government of Guamto
continue the negotiations on this matter, and requests the adm nistering Power
to informthe Secretary-Ceneral of progress to this end;

2. Requests the adm nistering Power to continue to assist the el ected
territorial Government in achieving its political, econom c and social goals;

2 See A/ AC. 109/2058, para. 33 (20).
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3. Al so requests the administering Power, in cooperation with the
territorial Government, to continue the orderly transfer of |land to the people
of the Territory and to take the necessary steps to safeguard their property
rights;

4. Further requests the administering Power to continue to recognize
and respect the political rights and the cultural and ethnic identity of the
peopl e of Guam including the Chanorro people, and to take all necessary
measures to respond to the concerns of the territorial Government with regard
to the immgration issue;

5. Requests the adm nistering Power to cooperate in establishing
programes specifically intended to pronote the sustainable devel opment of
econom c activities and enterprises by the people of Guam including the
Chanorro peopl e;

6. Al so requests the administering Power to continue to support
appropriate neasures by the territorial CGovernnent aimed at pronoting growth
in conmercial fishing and agriculture and other viable activities;

Vil. Mont ser r at

Noting the non-recei pt of up-to-date information on Montserrat fromthe
adm ni stering Power and that the last visiting m ssion took place in 1982,

Noting also that information considered by the Special Conmittee on the
Situation with regard to the Inplenmentation of the Declaration on the Granting
of 1 ndependence to Col onial Countries and Peopl es was nade avail able from
publ i shed sources,

Noting the functioning of a denocratic process in Mntserrat,

Taking note of the reported statement of the Chief Mnister that his
preference was for independence within a political union with the O ganization
of Eastern Caribbean States and that self-reliance was nore of a priority than
i ndependence,

Noting with concern the dire consequences of a volcanic eruption, which
led to the evacuation of a third of the Territory's population to safe areas
of the island,

Noting the efforts of the adm nistering Power and the Governnent of the
Territory to nmeet the emergency situation caused by the vol canic eruption,
including the inplementation of a wide range of contingency neasures for both
the private and the public sectors in Mntserrat,

Noting al so the coordinated response nmeasures taken by the United
Nat i ons Devel opnent Progranme and the assistance of the United Nations
di saster managenent team

Noting with deep concern that a substantial nunber of the inhabitants of
the Territory continue to live in shelters because of volcanic activity,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
people of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
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Secretary-General infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people
regarding their future political status;
2. Calls upon the adm nistering Power, the specialized agencies and

ot her organizations of the United Nations system as well as regional and
ot her organizations, to provide urgent energency assistance to the Territory
in alleviating the consequences of the vol canic eruption

VIII. Pitcairn

Taking into account the unique nature of Pitcairn in terns of population
and ar ea,

Expressing its satisfaction with the continued econom ¢ and soci al
advancenent of the Territory, as well as with the inprovenent of its
conmmuni cations with the outside world and its nmanagenent plan to address
conservation issues,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
peopl e of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-CGeneral infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people
regarding their future political status;

2. Al so requests the administering Power to continue its assistance
for the inprovement of the economc, social, educational and other conditions
of the popul ation of the Territory;

IX. St. Helena

Taking into account the unique character of St. Helena, its popul ation
and its natural resources,

Aware of the request by the Legislative Council of St. Helena that the
adm ni stering Power conduct a constitutional reviewin the Territory,

Noting the statement of 1995 by the administering Power that the
Governor of the island would be ready to enter into debate on a constitutiona
review of St. Hel ena,

Aware of the establishment by the Governnent of the Territory of the
Devel opnent Agency in 1995 to encourage private sector comercial devel opnent
on the island,

Also aware of the efforts of the administering Power and the territoria
authorities to inprove the socio-econom c conditions of the population of St
Hel ena, in particular in the sphere of food production

1. Notes that the adm nistering Power has noted various statenents
made by menbers of the Legislative Council of St. Hel ena about the
Constitution and is prepared to discuss these further with the people of St
Hel ena, and al so notes that the Commonweal th Parlianmentary Association
recently sent a delegation to study the Constitution and its application with
t he Legi sl ative Council;
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2. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
peopl e of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-CGeneral infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people
regarding their future political status;

3. Requests the adm nistering Power and rel evant regi onal and
i nternational organizations to continue to support the efforts of the
territorial Government to address the socio-econoni c devel opment of the
Territory;

X. Turks and Caicos |slands

Noting the recent petition by the political |eaders of the Turks and
Cai cos |slands addressed to the adm nistering Power to recall the Governor and
t he decision by the adm nistering Power to reject that petition

Noting with interest the statenent made and the information on the
political and econom c situation in the Turks and Cai cos |slands provided by
the Deputy Chief Mnister of the Territory to the Pacific regional sem nar
held at Port Mresby from12 to 14 June 1996, 3

Taki ng note of the request by the Deputy Chief Mnister of the Territory
addressed to the Special Committee to visit the Territory and ascertain the
wi shes of the people of the Turks and Caicos Islands with regard to preparing
t hensel ves for self-governnent, 3

Noting the establishnent in Novenber 1995 of the Action Conmittee for
Political Independence, formed by promi nent political figures fromdifferent
parties, and its stated goal of educating the population in the di sadvant ages
of the present colonial status and the benefits of independence,

Noting also the efforts by the Government of the Territory to strengthen
financi al managenment in the public sector, including efforts to increase
revenue,

Noting with concern the vulnerability of the Territory to drug
trafficking and related activities, as well as its problens caused by illega
i mm gration,

Noting the need for continued cooperation between the adm nistering
Power and the territorial Government in countering drug trafficking and noney
| aunderi ng,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
peopl e of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-CGeneral infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people
regarding their future political status;

2. Invites the adm nistering Power to take fully into account the
wi shes and interests of the Governnent and the people of the Turks and Cai cos
I slands in the governance of the Territory;

5 1bid., para. 21
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3. Calls upon the adm nistering Power and the rel evant regional and
i nternational organizations to continue to provide assistance for the
i nprovenent of the economic, social, educational and other conditions of the
popul ati on of the Territory;

4. Calls upon the adm nistering Power and the territorial Government

to continue to cooperate to counter problens related to noney | aundering,
smuggl ing of funds and other related crinmes, as well as drug trafficking;

XI. United States Virgin |Islands

Noting that general elections were held in Novenber 1994 in the United
States Virgin Islands,

Noting also that 27.5 per cent of the electorate participated in the
referendumon the political status of the Territory held on 11 Cctober 1993,
and that 80.4 per cent of those who voted supported the existing territoria
status arrangenents with the United States of America, and that the referendum
left the status issue undecided,

Noting further the continuing interest of the territorial Governnent in
seeki ng associ ate nmenbership in the O ganization of Eastern Cari bbean States
and observer status in the Caribbean Community,

Noting the necessity of further diversifying the Territory's econony,

Noting also that the question of Water Island is still under discussion
bet ween the Governnent of the Territory and the adm nistering Power,

Noting further the efforts of the Governnent of the Territory to pronote
the Territory as an offshore financial services centre,

Noting with satisfaction that the Territory joined the Internationa
Drug Enforcenment Conference as a full nmenber in 1995, which would strengthen
its capability to conmbat illegal drug trafficking,

Recalling the dispatch in 1977 of a United Nations visiting mssion to
the Territory,

1. Requests the adm nistering Power, bearing in mnd the views of the
peopl e of the Territory ascertained through a denocratic process, to keep the
Secretary-CGeneral infornmed of the wishes and aspirations of the people
regarding their future political status;

2. Al so requests the administering Power to continue to assist the
territorial Government in achieving its political, econom ¢ and social goals;

3. Further requests the administering Power to facilitate the
participation of the Territory, as appropriate, in various organizations, in
particul ar the Organi zati on of Eastern Caribbean States and the Cari bbean
Conmuni ty;
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4. Wl cones the negotiati ons between the adm nistering Power and the
territorial Government on the question of Water Island.

94t h plenary neeting

27 Narch 1997




