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Title I.
General Definitions and Principles

Chapter 1. General Definitions And Principles

Article 1. General Definitions Used in this Code

For purposes of this Code, the following terms hiénecindicated meanings:

"Electoral poster" refers to the appeals, statements, photographstaed materials used by electoral contestants
for purposes of electoral propaganda.

"Electoral propaganda" refers to the preparation and distribution of infation seeking to determine the voters to
vote for one or another electoral contestant.

"Voter" refers to a citizen of the Republic of Moldova #llg to vote.

“Voters register” refers to the list of citizens of Republic of Moldowith voting right, which comprises further
useful data in order to assure their participatiothe elections.

"Election" , unless specified otherwise, refers to the elactd deputies to Parliament and the local public
administration bodies, or conducting a referenditnalso stands for the actions of citizens, part@ber socio-
political organisations, electoral and other staidies connected with the preparation of voteisrdiie nomination
and registration of candidates, pre-electoral cagmiidg, voting and the tabulation of results, adlae for other
election-related actions under current laws.

"General elections" refers to any type of elections conducted withie day - Sunday, or any other day - indicated
in the decree establishing the date of electidnisughout the entire territory of the republic.

"Early elections" refers to the elections of the elective body upermination of its mandate before term,
dissolution or in the event of territorial-admimégive reorganisation.

"Electoral campaign" refers to the time period allowed for activitiesnad at determining the voters to cast their
votes for one or another candidate, commencingdch electoral contestant on the day he/she isteegd with the
Central Electoral Commission or district electarauncil, and ending on the day of his/her exclugsiothe day of
the election.

"Candidate" refers to an individual who runs for an eligiblebpa position on behalf of parties, or other socio-
political organisations, as well as independently.

"Independent candidate” refers to an individual proposing his/her candiddoy an eligible public position,
independently of parties, or other socio-politieeganisations.

"District" refers to an administrative electoral unit wheeegbns and referendums are organized and conducted
“Code of Conduct” refers to a convention concluded between electwalpetitors and representatives of mass-
media regarding the modality of unfolding and cager of the electoral campaign in a way that exdutte
harming of dignity and reputation of electoral catifors

"Electoral contestants"” refers:

* in a parliamentary election, to independent cdaigis, registered with the Central Electoral Corsinis as
well as to parties, or other socio-political orgations whose lists of candidates have been registeith
the Central Electoral Commission;

« in local elections, to parties, other socio-padit organisations, and individuals running for thesition of
mayor or councillor to the local council, regisiey corresponding district electoral councils.

"Appeal" request to cancel or revise an act, a decisiom acton.

"Central Electoral Commission” and"CEC" refer to the commission established for the proomotf electoral
policy to ensure proper election administration eich operates continuously under this Code.

“Nomination of Candidates’ refers to a procedure of adoption by parties andio-political organizations of
decisions regarding candidatures for elective st unfolded during the sessions of governingigmoaf the
parties and other social-political organizatiomsaccordance with their statutes, after the annemeat of the date
of elections;

“Domicile” refers toa person’s permanent place of residence, confiimétk ID with the

“domicile” stamp;

"Voting rights" refers to a citizen's constitutional right to eJelsé elected and vote with respect to the most
important issues of the state and the society emtiole and/or issues of special local interest.

"List of candidates" refers to the list of candidates proposed by pariie other socio-political organisations for
participation in elections.

"Voter rolls" refers to the lists of citizens with the right tote residing within a precinct.

"Petition" refers to the list of voter signatures collectedupport of candidates or to initiate a referendum.
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"Locality" herein refers to a territorial-administrative unirganized according to current laws (district,
municipality, town, village (commune) and territdradministrative unit with special status).

The minimum of special places for electoral postersrefers to specially arranged places for electocaiters,
placed in one locality. The panels for electoradtpes are placed in a well-balanced way in theusadf the whole
locality. The minimum area given to a candidateaopanel is 1 square meter. The space for elecpotalicity
granted to the candidates should be equal for boelsy”

"Electoral bodies" refers to bodies that organize the election of teputo Parliament and the local public
administration authorities and referendums.

"Socio-political organizations" refers to parties, fronts, leagues, political pespmovements, registered according
to the Law on Parties and Other Socio-Political dbigations.

"Parties" refers to voluntary citizen organisations, orgadizad registered according to the Law on Parties an
Other Socio-Political Organisations.

"Electoral period" refers to the time period commencing on the daynwtie date of elections is officially
announced and ending on the day when the finalietecesults are confirmed by the competent bodies.
"Individuals entitled to be present at electoral operations" refers to representative members and observers of
electoral competitors in electoral bodies, foretdpservers accredited by the Ministry of Foreignalt, observers
accredited by the Central Electoral Commissionyels as representatives of mass media.

"Referendum"” refers to the vote of the people with respect tjomiasues of the state and the society as a whole,
intended to solve these, as well as to citizen weton on local issues of special interest.

“Residence”refers toa person’s temporary place of residence, confirmele ID with the “residence” stamp
“Statement of residence”refers to a procedure through which the citizerth wiright to vote declare their place of
residence as on the day of election.

"Revocation" refers to withdrawal of the mandate of an individoalding an elected public office by a court's
decision and of the mandate of the mayor by logf@rendum.

Article 2. Principles of Participation in Elections

(1) Citizens of the Republic of Moldova participateelections on the basis of universal, equal dinect suffrage,

with free and secret voting.

(2) Participation in elections is based on thezeitls free will. No one may exercise pressure @otar to force

him/her to participate or not in the elections, anrthe expression of a voter's free will.

(3) Citizens of the Republic of Moldova residingside of the country shall enjoy full voting righteder this Code.
Representatives of diplomatic and consular missétradl be obliged to create conditions for thezeitis to exercise
freely their electoral rights.

Article 3. Universality of Voting
Citizens of the Republic of Moldova have the rigiitelect and be elected irrespective of race, nality, ethnic
origin, language, religion, gender, opinion, podfi affiliation, property or social origin.

Article 4. Equality of Voting
Every voter is entitled to one vote in one electiath votes have equal legal effect.

Article 5. Direct Voting
Every voter votes in elections personally. Votimgheehalf of other individuals is prohibited.

Article 6. Secret Voting
Voting in elections or referendums is secret. Tfogee any possibility to control a voter's will $hiae excluded.

Article 7. Free Voting
No one has the right to exert any pressure on arwvot make him/her vote or not, nor to prevent hen/from
expressing his/her will.

Article 8. Election Day
Elections shall be held within one day, on a Sundayny other day as indicated in the decree ksitalg the date
of the election, throughout the entire territorytiod republic or of the corresponding area.

Article 9. Place to Exercise the Voting Right

(1) The voting right shall be exercised in the ldgavhere the voter is registered for a permamesidence
visa, unless otherwise stipulated in this Code.

(2) In the case when the voter has a domicile asilence at the same time, in the period of thielerse
validity, the voter votes in the locality in whitte/she has his/her residence.

Article 10. Voting for One Electoral Contestant

In an election a voter votes for one single eledtopntestant, and expresses his/her will with @espo a single
issue in a referendum.
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Chapter 2. The Right To Elect And Be Elected. Limiations
Article 11. The Right to Elect
Citizens of the Republic of Moldova, who by the d#ythe elections have reached the age of 18, tieveight to
vote in elections in the Republic of Moldova, exciep those deprived of this right.
Article 12. The Right to Be Elected
Citizens of the Republic of Moldova eligible to eodnd meeting the requirements set forth in thideCmave the
right to be elected.
Article 13. Limitations
(1) The following individuals cannot vote:
a. those who do not meet the requirements spedifiddticle 11;
b. those declared incapacitated by a final decisfancourt of law;
c. those sentenced to imprisonment by a final dmtisf a court of lawor serious, very serious and
exceptionally serious crimes.
(2) The following individuals cannot be elected:
a. military personnel in active service
b. persons mentioned in paragraph 1;
b ) persons who, besides the citizenship of the RepabMoldova, hold the citizenship of other stated run
for the position of a deputy under art. 75;”
C. persons convicted to deprivation of liberty bfjnal court decision serving their sentence iredébn centres

or who have uncovered criminal record for committiserious, very serious or exceptionally serious
crimes;”

a. persons deprived of the right to hold official fimsis by a final decision of the law court

(3) Citizens of the Republic of Moldova, under the fiosi that they hold, are not entitled to be memldrany

party or any other social political organizatiors, &ell as high rank officials whose appointmentetection is

regulated by the Constitution of the Republic ofldbwa and/or by organic laws, shall cease theiviagtin the

position that they hold, upon their registrationedectoral competitors. The persons that fall urtbese provisions
are:

1) ministers;

2) leaders of public central authority;

3) district chairmen and deputy chairmen
4) mayors and deputy mayors;

5) pretors and deputy pretors

Title 11.
Common Provisions
Chapter 3. Electoral Bodies

Article 14. The System of Electoral Bodies
(1) In order to organize and conduct electionsfatlewing shall be established:

a. Central Electoral Commission (permanent);
b. District Electoral Councils;

c. Precinct Electoral Bureaus.
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Article 15. Representation in Electoral Bodies

(1) Electoral contestants may appoint for the donadf the electoral campaign to electoral bodiddécty registered
them, as well as to lower level electoral bodies orember-representative entitled to a consultatbte. Parties, or
other socio-political organizations running in ¢ieas may appoint for the duration of the electaraipaign to
Central Electoral Commission one member-represgatantitled to consultative vote.

(2) Within three days members representing electunatestants shall be confirmed by the correspuneiectoral
bodies, and the proposed candidates must be pemunkave the right to elect and be elected.

Section |. Central Electoral Commission

Article 16. Formation of the Central Electoral Commission

(1) The Central Electoral Commission is a stateybestablished in order to execute the electoratpobrganize
and conduct elections.

(2) The Central Electoral Commission consists aiédnbers with a deliberative vote: 1 member is appdi by the
President of Republic of Moldova, 1 by the Governtmaf Republic of Moldova, 7 by the Parliament,luting 5

by the opposition parties, according to the peammtof the mandates they hold. The Central Electora
Commission’s members may not be members of padie®ther socio-political organizations. The nominal
composition of the commission is confirmed throubl Decision of Parliament with the vote of the onidy of
elected parliament members.

(3) The members of the Central Electoral Commissimnirremovable. The vacancy of the function cppear in
the case of the mandate expiry, resignation, déomiss decease. Demission can be executed by thiarRant in
the following cases:

a) adoption on his/her regard of final judicial idémn in a criminal case;

b) the loss of Republic of Moldova citizenship;

¢) the person is declared functionally limited wndtionally incapacitated by a final court decision

(4) The Central Electoral Commission shall condtgchctivity in compliance with the Constitutiomjs Code, the
current legislation and the commission's regulatégproved by its resolution.

(5) The Central Electoral Commission is a legaltgnhas its own budget, bank account, and seaksemting the
state coat of arms.

Article 17. Composition and Mandate of the CentraElectoral Commission

(1) The Chairman, deputy-chairman and the secraiatie Central Electoral Commission shall be @ddrom
among its members with a majority of votes. Thesigegson electing the chairman, deputy-chairman ted
secretary of the Central Electoral Commission aredocted by two members of the Central Electorah@dssion,
who are elected by simple majority of votes of CE@mbers, and who are obliged to supervise/moniter t
procedure of discussing the candidatures and etetie chairman, deputy chairman and secretarhefCentral
Electoral Commission. The results shall be recorided protocol. The session on electing the chairntkeputy-
chairman and secretary of the Central Electoral @@sion is convoked not later than 15 days sineaditision on
approving the new composition of the Central Elsdt€ommission enters into force. Recall from thpesitions
can happen in cases provided in articles 16, 128maf the present Code.

(2) If the candidate for the position of Chairmafice-Chairperson or Secretary of the commissiorsduo® receive
a majority of votes, another round of electionslisba organized in which the candidates nominatedtlie same
position in the previous round may participate.

(3) The Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson and Secretrhe commission shall work on a permanent ba3teer
members of the commission shall be summoned byCt@@rperson on a case-by-case basis. The Chairimte o
Commission is equal to the function of Minister, embas the Deputy Chairman and Secretary are equidlet
function of deputy-minister.

(4) Should any one of the positions mentioned iragph (1) become vacant, it shall be filled parguo the same
procedures as in the case of elections.

(5) Within two days of the date of its establishmethe Central Electoral Commission shall make jgukib
composition, location of its office and its contdeta.

(6) The mandate of the CEC is five years. Uponm@tiin of the mandate, the composition of the Cossion may
be changed. The same individuals may serve fohanoérm.

Article 18. Meetings and Resolutions of the CentraElectoral Commission

(1) The meetings of the CEC shall be deliberatir@vigded that the majority of its members entitleddeliberative
vote participate.

(2) The Central Electoral Commission shall adogbhations by a vote of the majority of its membergitled to
deliberative voteThe decisions to amend, complete and annul the earlier passed decisions, are passed

pursuant to the same conditions.

(21) Members of Central Election Commission who do not agree with the passed decisions are entitled to
express their opinion in written form, which is to be attached to the respective decisions.

(3) Resolutions of the Central Electoral Commissamopted within its competence, shall be bindorgdcal public
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administration bodies, enterprises, institutiond anganizations, high rank officials, political pas, other socio-
political organizations and their bodies, as wslfa all the citizens.

(4) The Decisions of Central Electoral Commissioe placed, within 24 hours after adoption on thentézé
Electoral Commission’s official website and are |mh®ed within a period of 5 days in the Official Z&dte of the
Republic of Moldova.

Article 19. Status of CEC Members

(1) Persons who have at least 10 years of working experience in the legal or public
administration field, and who hold exclusively the citizenship of the Republic of Moldova,
have their domicile in the country, as well as possess exceptionally high reputation for personal
integrity and professional skills to exercise ebeglt activities can become members of the Central
Election Commiossion.

(2) Members of the Commission entitled to a dehitige vote:

a. may not be members of any political party oreotlkocio-political organization that have nominated
candidates for eligible public positions;

b. may not engage in political activities;
c. cannot make statements for or against electorgkstants;

d. cannot contribute in any way to the activitiesalded by electoral contestants, except when ésiagctheir
competence as provided in this Code.

Article 20. Cease of CEC Membership
(1) Membership in the Central Electoral Commissball cease upon:

a. mandate expiration;
b. resignation;
c. dismissal;
d. incapacity to exercise the mandate;
e. decease.
(2) A member of CEC is dismissed by the authoribyolv appointed him/her in case of:
a. adoption of dinal court decisiorconvicting him/her for a committed offence;
b. loss of citizenship of Republic of Moldowa acquiring the citizenship of another state

c. a final court decision ascertaining his/her tadi capacity of performing his/her duties or incaiyato
perform duties”

d. serious violation of the Republic of Moldova Gttution and of the present Code.

(3) In the event a member of the commission failsdanform to Article 19 paragraph (2) or acts imanner which
is incompatible with his/her member status, hefahg be dismissed.

(4) The request to dismiss a member of the CEQ bhadddressed to the Supreme Court of Justichéinstitution

that nominated the respective member to the CEGgride commission members.

(5) Based on the Supreme Court's ruling on disrhissa member of the CEC and/or cease of CEC meshiger
prior to mandate expiration, within ten days théréme relevant body shall propose and the Parlidrsleall confirm

a new member to serve until the expiration of l@sfiredecessor’'s mandate.

Article 21. Release from Other Responsibilities. Gopensation

(1) Members of the CEC not working on a permanesisshall be released from their professionaleduibr the
duration of the electoral period by a CEC Resotutio

(2) The positions of Chairperson, Vice-Chair-mad &ecretary of the CEC shall be regarded as poffiicers of
first rank, whereas members of the commissionledtip a deliberative vote, released from theiida®rkplace, as
public officers of second rank.
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(3) Members of the commission shall be paid acogrdid the rank of their position, but not less tittaam average of
their payment at their last permanent workplaces phises, supplements, allowances and remunerdfiembers

not working on a permanent basis shall receive % 23lary raise, for the period they are releaseth ftheir

permanent workplace.

Article 22. General Responsibilities of the CentraElectoral Commission
The Central Electoral Commission shall:
a. study the method of organizing and holding @estin order to improve the electoral law and prhaoes;

b. make recommendations to Government and Parliaomtterning the timelines of operating changethéo
electoral law;

c. develop regulations and instructions intendeidfarove the electoral procedures;

d. exercise the control of the draw up and thefieation in term of the voter lists in cooperatiaith the local
and central public administration bodies;

e. keep a roster of the personnel who participatedrganizing and holding the elections, inclusyvef the
qualified workers, which can be appointed to DistitElectoral Councils and to the Precinct Electoral
Bureaus;

f. set up District Electoral Councils and Preciktgctoral Bureaus for the partial elections to ltieal councils
or for mayor;

g. cooperate with the following during the orgatimaand holding of elections:

0 The Ministry of Information Development , ensugrithe appropriate record keeping of voters,
including those who are abroad;

o Public authorities in the person of secretariésdistrict, municipal executive bodies who are
responsible for; the selection of qualified cadnethe activity of electoral bodies, for the proois
of the premises of polling stations with poling bt ballot-boxes, computers and other technical-
material means;

0 The Ministry of the Interior with respect to ddishing security procedures to protect votingssded
materials;

0 State enterprises and institutions whom it shalitract for services such as ballot printing and
equipment supply;

0 Media outlets and public associations in condigctivic and voter education activities and infangi
citizens about the electoral process;

h. analyze the structure of electoral districtstdmms of the existing organisation of administratierritorial
units of the republic;

i. implement programs of civic education in-betwedgctions;
j- develop voter information programs during eleatperiods;

k. provide the media information on the unfoldinfy elections and the election administration praic
employed;

I. report on an annual basis to Parliament and,nwdpecifically requested, to the President, Goveimtnor
Parliament;

m. communicate election issues to the press andublkc at large;

n. establish contacts with political parties, othecio-political and non-governmental organisatiensitled to
put forward candidates for public offices, and &etheir unhindered participation in the electqraicess;

0. consult indigenous non-governmental organisatioterested to conduct civic education campaigming
elections;

p. organize training courses and seminars for iddals qualified to participate in the electorabgess as
members of district electoral councils or precieletictoral bureaus, as representatives of polipesiies or
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other socio-political organisations, or potentiahdidates, as officers in the apparatus of elelctotancils or as
members of support groups;

g. analyze electoral frauds, including allegatiohfaud, committed past or current elections ab aslikely to
be committed in future elections and take preventiweasures; notify public authorities about issues
needing consideration according to current laws;

r. organize preliminary consultations with partiesher socio-political organizations, and represtvies of
mass-media and assures the signing by these Gfdtie of conduct until the start of the electorahpaign.

Article 23. Apparatus of the Central Electoral Commission

(1) The CEC may be assisted by an apparatus whafesisall be appointed by this. Officers of thepamtus shall
be hired by resolution of the commission. Someceff of the apparatus, nominated by the commisstuaill work
on a permanent basis, whereas the rest of theerdfishall be summoned for the electoral period, strall be
released from their professional duties at thesidoevorkplace for the duration of the electoraliper

(2) The salaries and expenses of the CEC appashtlisbe paid by the Commission from its budget Shlary of
an apparatus officer shall be equal to one of arscank public officer, but not lower than the @ge salary paid
at the previous permanent workplace, plus raisegplements, allowances and remuneration. Equivelemith
definite positions shall be determined by the CEt@mbers not working on a permanent basis shallivece 25%
salary raise for the period they are released tr@ir basic place of work.

Article 24. Funding of Central Electoral Commissioris Activity

Funds for CEC operations shall be provided fromStete budget. Annually the Commission presentsdd-inance
Ministry, on a date fixed by this, a proposal refijag the inclusion in the State Budget of the exjitemes related to
its functioning and to organization of electiongclirsively for the activities which the Commissiontends to
undertake in the period of the next budgetary yeacase the Commission’s expenses were not prdviaein the

State Budget, their amount is determined by thé&aPaent on the base of Government proposal.

Article 25. Meetings and Operations of the CentraElectoral Commission

(1) Meetings of the Commission may be called byGhairperson or upon the request of 3 Commissiominees. In
the event a meeting is requested by the Commissembers, the decision to convene the meeting bkathade
within 48 hours of submission of the request.

(2) All meetings in which the Commission discussketoral matters, including meetings in which @e@mmission
is called upon to make a decision about electisuds, shall be open to the press, and also tautbleepMeetings of
the Commission shall be held only after 48 hourguallic notice has been given, except for meetidgsng
electoral periods, in which case shorter notice begiven if the matter to be discussed needs tigpsideration.
(3) The Central Electoral Commission shall ensurat telection operations are conducted in an opennera
enabling the press and public to follow the cominiss activity.

Article 26. Responsibilities of the Central Electoal Commission during the Electoral Period
(1) During an electoral period, the CEC shall htheefollowing responsibilities:

a. coordinate the activity of all electoral bodiesprepare and conduct elections, according toGbige;

(on

. oversee the implementation of this Code's prongsand other laws that affect the conduct oftalas;
. establish electoral districts and district edeak councils and supervise their activity;

(9]

d. based on the data provided by the Ministry daftida, publish the list of parties and other sqmiditical
organisations entitled to run in elections, regigectoral contestants and their trustees in thenteof
parliamentary elections;

(0]

. distribute funds allotted for conducting elestipoversee the provision of electoral councils amgaus with
offices, transportation and telecommunication; dadl with other issues of technical and materigbsut
for elections;

—h

establish the form of ballots and voter rollee trecords of meetings of electoral councils ancedus,
declaration/return of income and property of caatéd and other documents for conducting electiandg;
design of voting boxes and stamps for the electmrahcils and bureaus;

. consider communications from public bodies @ués concerning the preparation and conduct ofiehesg

>0 Q

. resolve issues regarding participation in ebetiof those citizens that are outside the couattithe time of
voting;

i. sum up the results of the elections in the entiountry and, if necessary, prepare a report erelbctions
results to be submitted to the Constitutional Court
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j- issue resolutions with regard to the operatiohglistrict electoral councils and precinct eleatdbureaus,
election procedures, the method of organizing amdiacting the elections and technical and admatist
issues;

k. provide training for poll workers and electiarfarmation for voteryia mass media and at any time,

upon the request;

I. consider statements and complaints regardingsides and actions of district electoral councitgl grecinct
electoral bureaus and adopt mandatory resolutlmretipon;

m. issue resolutions regarding the release of @iagictouncil members from their basic workplace tfeer time
period of working with the electoral council andefenines the number of electoral bureau members who
may be released from their basic workplace andethre of release;

n. organize the conduct of the second round oftielex; repeat, early, new or partial electionsspant to the
provisions of this Code;

0. collect information about citizen participationelections, sum up preliminary results and makal fresults
public.

a. in case of serious infringement of the present Code, submits to the Supreme Court of Justice a
request to cancel the registration of the respective electoral competitor, taking a decision in this
respect. The Supreme Court of Justice shall examine the request and shall issue an adequate
decision within 5 days, but not later than the day before the elections.

(2) During the electoral campaign, the CEC may @serfull authority even if the member-represertatientitied
to a consultative vote have not been appointebdedCiommission yet.

Section Il. Electoral Districts and District Electoral Councils

Article 27. Formation of Electoral Districts and District Electoral Councils

(1) At least 55 days before elections, Central tBle¢ Commission shall establish electoral distrittat shall
correspond to the borders of administrative-tetiataunits of second level of the Republic of Moldg and, at least
50 days before elections, district electoral colgnén elections at any level and in republicarerehdum, electoral
districts and district electoral councils shalldstablished within the same terms.

(2) District electoral councils shall consist oflI-members entitled to deliberative vote, out ofclhin the district
councils of the second level, three must have ceteglhigher legal education or public administratducation.

(3) In local elections and referenda, the disteietctoral councils are formed on the basis of psafgosubmitted by
first and/or second level local councils, and where's a lack of such proposals, the Central Blec€ommission
will appoint them from the pool of electoral furmtaries. To the extent possible, individuals haviigher legal
education shall be appointed to district electoaaincils.

(4) Candidate-ship for 2 members of the electorstridt councils of the second level are nominatgddistrict
courts, for the other 2 members, in case of lotdtomns — by the local councils of the first lewsld, respectively,
second level. The candidate-ships of the other neesbvith the right of deliberative vote are nomathby the
parties and other socio-political organizationsrespnted in Parliament at the date when the ekdctbstrict
councils are constituted, proportional to the maesiaThe members of the electoral district counoihinated by
the district court and by local councils may nottbensellors in local councils and members of parti

(5) In the event that the parties and other sqmiditical organizations, represented in the Pariiat do not
nominate their candidates for the district eledtooancil within 7 days until the expiry of the terfor constituting
this body, - then the necessary number of candidiatesupplemented by the local council. In the evbat the
district electoral council also performs the dutyeing the bureau of a polling station, the memlpeoposed by the
parties and other social-political organizationspand their party activities for the electoral pdri

(6) District electoral councils, within three dagé their formation, shall elect by secret vote frammong their
members a chairperson, vice-chairperson and segréefae district electoral council shall promptlytify the
Central Electoral Commission of the results of ¢helections.

(7) Within four days of the date of its formatiadistrict electoral councils shall make public themes of their
members, the location of their office and the mezreontacting them.

(8) District electoral councils may adopt decisibysa majority vote of its members entitled to detative vote.

(9) District electoral councils shall be assistgdam apparatus whose personnel shall be approvetiebZentral
Electoral Commission, at the recommendation ofdisérict electoral council. For the time periodrefease from
their basic workplace, officers shall receive a 2&ary increase.

Article 28. Responsibilities of District ElectoralCouncil
District electoral councils shall have the follogiresponsibilities:

a. oversee the execution of this Code and othes &dfecting the conduct of elections;
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b. form electoral bureaus and supervise the agtofitprecinct electoral bureaus; train their mersb@romote
the technique of voting and the importance of thiey

c. distribute allotted financial funds among pretielectoral bureaus;

d. receive and examine communications of local ipubtministration bodies, directors of state esiti
institutions and organizations regarding the pratam and conduct of elections;

e. exercise control over the timely elaboration aevew of the voter rolls, cooperating to this emith the
local and central public administration bodies awith regional bodies of the Ministry of Information
Development;

f. ensure precinct electoral bureaus with a suppfprms for voters rolls, protocols and ballots;.p

g. register independent candidates and lists afidates from political parties, socio-political argzations and
make public information about them;

h. assures the access of the public to the deidasateturns of income of the candidates in thalletections;

i. decide the withdrawal of responsibilities thia¢ tmembers of councils and electoral bureaus hawalftl at
their permanent workplace, for the period duringoltthey work within electoral bureaus;

j- sum up election results in the district, subnaitated documents to the Central Electoral Commissind
assure that results are published in the locakpres

k. collect information from the precinct electotalireaus about citizen participation in electionsmsup
preliminary results of the election and submit thenCEC;

I. consider statements and complaints about deisand actions taken by precinct electoral buresus,adopt
mandatory decisions regarding them;

m. take other actions connected with the orgarinadind conduct of elections.
Section Ill. Precincts and Precinct Electoral Bureas

Article 29. Establishment of Precincts and PrecincElectoral Bureaus

(1) To conduct voting and count the votes, eletisdricts shall be divided into precincts.

(2) Precincts will be established by district eteat councils in localities based on the recomm#adaf mayors of
villages (communes) and cities (municipalities) ahstricts no later than 35 days before electidtech precinct
shall have no less than 30 and no more than 3,06€rs¢ In elections at any level and in republicaferendum,
precincts shall be established in the same term.

(3) Special precincts may also be established spitads, sanatoriums, maternity wards, asylums lzomdes for
elderly. Such precincts must have no less tharo€rs.

(4) Military personnel shall vote at general pretirwhere military units are located.

(5) In parliamentary elections and republican mrfidums, precincts shall also be formed at Moldadigfomatic
and consular missions for workers of these reptaigas and members of their families, as well@sMoldovan
citizens traveling to these countries, regardldghar number. These precincts shall be considerdzklong to the
electoral district of Chisinau Municipality.

(6) In new local, partial elections and local refedta, when the second level district electoral cibus not
constituted, it is the district electoral counciltbe first level that shall establish the precinand their electoral
bureaus.

(7) A district electoral council shall number itsepincts and make information available about tize sf each
precinct bureau, its polling station location téfephone number, and means of contacting it.

(8) Precincts shall be ordered alphabetically atiogrto the locality where the district electoralacil is situated
and continuing with those in municipalities, townsmmunes and villages.

(9) Mayoralties shall provide information and nesagyg assistance to precinct bureaus to ensure ipidfienent of
their duties as stipulated in this Code.

(10) Precinct electoral bureaus shall be formedhleydistrict councils no later than 20 days betbeeelection and
will consist of 5 -11 members entitled to delibaratvote. In elections at any level and in repuliceferendum,
precinct electoral bureaus shall be establishéddrsame term.

(11) 3 candidates for the electoral office memlmérthe polling station electoral council are nhoni@thby the local
councils. The other members of the polling stagtactoral council with a deliberative vote are noatéd by parties
and other socio-political organizations represetinetthe Parliament at the date of its formatiortha ratio of their
representation. Members of the polling stationgtelal councils can not be counselors in the l@malncils and
party members. In the event that the parties ahdraocial-political organizations do not presdwirt candidates
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for the composition of the electoral bureau of gudling station within 7 days until the expiry die term for
forming the bureau — the necessary number of catelidshall be supplemented by the local council.

(12) The precinct electoral bureau shall electhinittwo days of its formation, from among its memiba
chairperson, a vice-chairperson and a secretattyedbureau, will immediately notify the districeetoral council of
its decision, and will make public membership avchtion of electoral bureau and means of contadting

(13) At diplomatic missions and consulates, a ggaBon and secretary of the precinct bureau skeadliécted. At
diplomatic missions and consulates with less tiaeet workers, voting shall be done by diplomatidl nia which

case the ballots must be sent to the Central EedBmmmission by election day.

(14) To ensure the exercise of the constitutioiggdtrto vote, the Central Electoral Commission nfayn precincts
and precinct electoral bureaus in other instansegedl.

Article 30. Responsibilities of Precinct ElectoraBureaus
Precinct electoral bureaus shall have the followggponsibilities:

a. together with public administration bodies pdavfor the review of voter rolls, ensure integuatythe lists
and electoral ballots, and be responsible for tbairect and complete development;

b. consider statements about mistakes in votes,rolbke changes in them, and issue certificatéiseofight to
vote to voters who, on election day, will be awaynf their place of residence;

c. develop supplementary voter rolls on which pesswho vote based on voting certificates are ediere well
as voters who, for various reasons, were not irdluzh the main voter rolls;

d. notify the public residing within the precindbaut the election day and the location of the pgllplace,
prepare the polling station premises for voting araall ballot boxes and booths; organize votimgtioe
scheduled day, ensure public order in the prenub#te polling station;

e. tabulate election results in the precinct, catepthe protocols and reports, and convey themgahdth all
ballots to the district electoral council;

f. consider requests and complaints regarding patipa for elections and organization of votingdamake
decisions regarding them which shall be attachebedureau's protocols;

g. convey to the district electoral council datgamling citizens participation in elections, aslvesl the data
required for tabulation of the preliminary resufghe elections;

h. exercise other responsibilities in keeping wlitis law.

Section IV. Support for and Activity of Electoral Councils and Bureaus, Modification of Their Composiion
and Their Termination

Article 31. Assistance to Electoral Councils and Bieaus

(1) Public bodies, enterprises, organizations amstitutions, official persons, parties and otheciagolitical
organizations and their bodies shall be obligegravide support to electoral councils and bureausilfilling their
duties and supply information and materials necgsfar their activity. Support of the public adnstiation
authorities and their agents might be received éoilpwing a request and may not be manifestedutphoactions
that are distinctly disproportionate with the egigtneeds.

(2) In matters relating to the preparation and cwhdf elections, electoral councils and bureauy ddress
requests to public bodies, enterprises, organzatmd institutions, official persons, parties attter socio-political
organizations and their bodies which shall considemrmatter and respond within three days of récgithe request,
but no later than election day.

Article 32. Organization of the Activity of Electoral Councils and Bureaus

(1) Meetings of electoral councils and bureaus riprelectoral period shall be called and convenedthsy
chairperson, and, in case of his/her absence fis/er request, by the vice-chairperson. In addjta meeting may
be called at the request of at least one-thirthefvibting members of the council/bureau.

(2) A quorum for conducting a meeting of an eleat@ouncil/bureau shall be more than half of itinggmembers.
All decisions of electoral councils and bureaudidi®mtaken by an open vote of the majority ofvitding members,
signed by the chairperson and the secretary. Ietieat of a parity of votes a decision is not addptvhereas the
examination of the case is postponed to the sulesgtauext meeting. Members of the council or buneho do not
agree with adopted decisions have the right tdrputriting their own opinion, which shall be attachto the record
of the meeting.

(3) The decisions of electoral councils or bureadspted within the scope of their authority mustbmplied with
by all public bodies, enterprises, institutions amdanizations, parties, other socio-political erigations, and all
citizens.

(4) The Central Electoral Commission shall estabby a resolution the number of electoral body membwho
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shall be released from their basic professionalkdudnd the time period of release. Such indivelshlall receive
from the electoral fund a 25% salary increase &aherage monthly wage at their normal workplabdgs paises,
supplements, allowances and remuneration, butesstthan an average wage per current year, onr@@ops year
if elections are conducted in January or Februlngensioners or temporarily unemployed personssaramoned,
they shall receive an average country salary pereoctyear, or per previous year if elections avaducted in
January of February. Persons who are not temppreglieved of their functions — members with a befative
voting right of the electoral bodies, for theiriaity in the framework of the poll, including ondfday of elections,
shall receive a remuneration in the amount of 15%h®average salary in the national economy.

(5) Public functionaries, members of electoral lkesdincluding members of the work apparatuses cfethmdies,
permanently relieved of their work functions forettelectoral period shall preserve their status oblip
functionaries.

(6) If necessary it is allowed to conclude indivadlwork contracts for the determined time periodjuired expenses
shall be covered from the funds allotted for et@tdi

(7) Members of electoral councils or bureaus erdtitb deliberative vote may not campaign for orirsgjacandidates
running for eligible public office; engage in anther political activity on behalf of any electorebntestant; be
affiliated with any of them; make any financial other contribution, directly or indirectly, to arglectoral
contestant. In local elections members of electoaincils and bureaus entitled to deliberative votey not be
relatives by blood or by law with a candidate rungnin elections. The judges appointed in the coritiposof the
electoral councils are not allowed to examine eladtlitigations in the respective precinct, stgrinom the date of
the council forming.

(8) Chairmen of electoral councils and bureaus mustirenthe keeping and returning of the goods recefvau
Central Election Commission, being materially l@bkcording to the current legislation.

Article 33. Changes in the Membership of ElectoraCouncils and Bureaus
(1) The membership of the electoral council or burshall cease:

a. upon request;
b. upon recall.

(2) The institution or the electoral contestant wiaminated or appointed a member to the electayahcil or
bureau shall have the right to recall that memiveder the conditions of a written motivation of tieed of revoke.
(3) If a member resigns or is recalled from the®gl council or bureau before elections day,pa@ement can be
nominated or appointed as established by this Code.

Article 34. Termination of Electoral Councils and Bureaus

(1) Electoral councils and bureaus established wtide Code shall terminate their activities anddisolved by a
decision of the electoral body that has establisheth, as soon as the Central Electoral Commisg&spective

district electoral council) has made public thefiresults.

(2) Ordinarily, district electoral councils and pirect electoral bureaus shall cease to work as ssotihese have
presented the respective documents at the CerlgetioEal Commission and, depending on the casteatourt of

law.

(3) After dissolution of electoral councils or bats in compliance with this Code, their memberigvet of their

work functions shall cease to be remunerated andréo their normal employment.

Chapter 4. Material Support of Elections

Article 35. Supply of Materials Necessary for Condating Elections

(1) Expenses connected with the preparation anduzirof elections shall be borne by the State.

(2) The amount of these expenses shall be estalllisyh Parliament within the limits of the provissoof the law on
the state budget for the year when the electioascanducted. The relevant proposals shall be stdunity the
Central Electoral Commission to the Government. TGowernment shall examine them and then presem toe
Parliament for approval. In the event that the esps are not foreseen in the ongoing year budggt, amount
shall be established by Parliament, at the propafsile CEC.

(3) The financial means in the amount establishedParliament are transferred monthly onto the actad the

Central Electoral Commission in the limits of thgpeoved budget. As soon as possible after the asimi of the
election, the Central Electoral Commission shabimsit to Parliament a report on the management efaflotted

sum along with a statement of the Court of Accounts

(4) Funds not used shall be transferred back tstdte budget.

(5) The method of distribution and spending of feinds well as the method of publication of the Ifiegpense
report, shall be established by the Central Elet®@ommission under the conditions provided fothig Code.

(6) Public authorities, enterprises, institutiomsl asrganizations shall make available office spawcd equipment
necessary for preparation and conduct of electams for results tabulation, for use by electoralirmmls and
bureaus.

(7) State mass media shall, free of charge, puldfatements and materials presented by the elecouacils,

electoral programs of electoral contestants, ameérotlection-related materials, including materid¢signed for
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civic education or voter information purposes.

Article 36. Prohibition of Foreign Support to Electoral Campaign

(1) Direct or indirect funding or material suppoftany kind for the electoral campaign of candidatean election
and electoral contestants by foreign countriegifpr, international or joint enterprises, institui$, organisations, as
well as by natural persons who are not citizenshef Republic of Moldova is prohibited. Such fundls by
confiscated to the state budget.

(2) In the event that a contestant in an electegeives on his/her account undeclared funds frornaabor has
knowingly used such funds, the Central Electoran@ussion shall ask the Supreme Court to nullify riagistration
of the contestant. The Supreme Court shall exathieeeomplaint and render its judgment within fiveys, but no
later than the day preceding the elections day.

Article 37. State Material Support for Electoral Campaigns

(1) the electoral competitors receive loans withintgrest rates from the state.

(2) Loans from the state budget may be receivethbyagency or a financial agent only, appointedHa purpose
by the contestant. Financial agents shall be nlaturkegal entities, registered with the Ministry Einance. They
shall share all responsibilities with the contetstavho appointed them.

(3) Loans received from the state shall be paity fat partially by the state depending on the oltaramber of
votes received by the electoral contestant in #spective district. The sum to be paid by the sl be
established by dividing the sum of the credit by ttumber of voters who participated in the eledjaand then
multiplying it by the number of valid votes cast fthe contestant.

(4) Electoral contestants who fail to receive astefour percent of the valid votes cast in thet&a throughout the
republic, or in the relevant district, includingetindependent candidates who were not elected, gaback loans
received from the state within two months of theduasion of voting. Other electoral contestantslistegpay the
loans within four months.

(5) In the event that the elected and validated anagfuses to exercise his/her mandate, he/she Ipagis the
expenditure related to the organisation and holdirnglections.

Article 38. Conditions and Method of Support for Electoral Campaigns
(1) Direct or indirect financing and material sugpm any form for the electoral campaign of a @stént in an
election by natural and legal entities may be wsdy under the following conditions:

a. financial or other support for the candidateslections, within one month of the announcementhef
campaign period, shall be announced in the preskiding a newspaper of Republic-wide circulatioritie
case of independent candidates or lists of caneidit an election for Parliament, or a newspapéh wi
regional circulation in the relevant rayon, in ttese of independent candidates or lists of canehdiat
local elections;

b. after the appropriate electoral council or burisaformed, electoral contestants shall also ttegay funds or
other support they obtain from the sources desdgiib¢his Article, prior to making use of them.

(2) Electoral contestants shall open a bank accetith will be specified as an "Electoral Accourtty,which the
participants shall transfer their own money, fugdsnted by natural and legal entities of the courithese funds
may only be transferred into the account with thedidate's prior consent. The ceiling of funds ¢onbired to the
electoral accounts shall be established by the CEC.

(3) Electoral contestants shall confirm with then@al Electoral Commission the person responsiiidte finances
(treasurer). Electoral contestant who fail to opdpmank account under “Electoral Fund” shall comroats the fact
to the Central Electoral Commission.

(4) Legal entities may wire money to the "Electdfahd" only through bank transfer, which is to lbeampanied
by a note on the existence or non-existence ofego share in the statutory capital.

(5) The following may not, under any circumstandesd or support electoral campaigns:

a. citizens of the Republic of Moldova who haverdched the age of 18 years;

b. state funded organizations;

C. anonymous persons;

d. charity or religious organizations.
(6) Legal and natural entities may not order eledtadvertising materials for the electoral coraatt and may not
cover the expenses related to their productionawitielectoral contestants’ consent, and from thel$unot wired to
“Electoral Fund” of the relevant candidate.
(7) Funds wired to the “Electoral Fund” may notused for personal interests. Electoral contestauatg not offer

voters money or gifts, may not distribute goode foé charge, including humanitarian aid or othearii.
(8) Electoral contestants shall submit bi-weekhaficial reports to the electoral bodies, which witlude data on
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the income and expenses and their sources.

(9) The bank will notify the Central Electoral Conssion and the relevant electoral council of thedfutransferred
to a contestant's account within 24 hours of theafahe transfer. To check the sources of incaime,accuracy of
the record and spending of funds by candidatesCH#@& or the district electoral council may requést the Court
of Accounts or the Fiscal Inspector of the MinistfyFinances review the correctness of book-keepimjusage of
these funds.

(10) The Central Electoral Commission or distritécéoral councils shall maintain a file including the data
referred to in this Article, and shall make the fivailable to the public for information purposksaddition, the
respective electoral body shall compile this infatibn on a weekly basis and issue a weekly repothe amount
of contributions received by each electoral coatgstand the sources from which it has been redeitde
respective electoral body shall release its final-glection report two days prior to Election Daypd shall also
prepare a final report compiling all the informatigt has received concerning the amount and souofes
contributions to the contestants in an election.

Chapter 5. Voter Rolls

Article 39. Voter Rolls

(1) Voter rolls shall be developed by the mayoraitywo copies for every polling station and inahsdall citizens
with the right to vote who at the moment of drawingthe lists reside in the radius of this. Afteirty developed,
the rolls will be checked with voters who are oe lists, at their domicile. Then the rolls will bigned by the mayor
and made public no later than 20 days before eleciay.

(2) All the personas enjoying the right to vote wiewve changed residence after their last participah elections

have the right within a period of 45 days until thext elections to declare their current placeesidence at the
body of local public administration in order toibeluded into the list of voters at the respecpeding station.

(3) The local administrative authorities check gweear (after January 1) the voter lists, updathmegm on the basis
of the specifications made at the voters’ domieitel present the respective information at the @eiiectoral

Commission no later than March 1.

(4) The voter rolls will include the voter's lashme and first name, year of birth, place of restéertype and
number of the voter's identification document. Bhaer on the lists shall be established by the madiyes.

(5) Voter rolls of citizens in the military residjnn military units, their family members, othertecs residing in

military units, will be compiled on the basis oftadasubmitted by military unit commanders. Militapgrsonnel

residing outside military units, and their familyembers, shall be included on the voter rolls atrthtace of

residence.

(6) Voter rolls for electoral precincts formed iast houses, hospitals and other curative institatishall be
compiled on the basis of own declaration of resigear of data presented by the heads of the abendioned

institutions.

(7) Voter rolls for electoral precincts constitutegtside the Republic of Moldova shall be compitedthe basis of
data collected by heads of diplomatic missions aodsular offices who operate on the soil of thepeetive

countries.

(8) A voter may be included on only one voter atld at only one electoral precinct, based on dttstang their

domicile within the perimeter of the respectivelingl station.

(9) In the event that the voter changes his/hadeese in the period between the day of determitimggrolls and

election day, the precinct bureaus, at the votedgsiest and upon presentation of his/her identitg,cpassport or
some other form of identification, shall issue th@er a voting right certificate. The voter who ea@s such a
certificate shall confirm it by signing the votéstinext to his/her name.

Article 40. Review of Voter Rolls

(1) Twenty days before elections the voter rolllisha made available for inspection in a publicgalavithin the
precinct. The mayoralty shall keep a copy of tils& INot later than twenty days prior to electionsters shall be
notified of the location of the precinct at whid¢tey must vote.

(2) Citizens shall be provided with an opporturiiyoecome familiar with the voter rolls and to #ethe accuracy
of their compilation. They have the right to appaghinst their names being incorrectly omitted xalwed from
the list, as well as mistaken personal data intteduin the list or about other voters at least $sdaefore the
elections. The appeals are examined by the respeetéctoral bodies within 24 hours, whereas thastns of
these may be contested in the court of law byriterésted subjects in accordance with the estaliphocedure, in
the event they received a refusal for correctiomolusion into the list.

Chapter 6. Nomination and Registration of Candidate

Article 41. Nominating Candidates

(1) In the case of parliamentary elections, theess of nominating the candidates starts 60 ddgsebthe elections
date and ends 30 days before the elections dathelnase of local elections the process of nonmgatandidates
starts after the setting up of the constituenaésttoral councils in compliance with article 120.

(2) The following have the right to nominate a ddatk for election, provided they meet all applieatequirements
set forth in this Code:
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a. Parties and other socio-political organizatimtgstered prior to the announcement of electionaccordance
with their statutes and current legislatidtolitical Parties may nominate as candidates both
their party members, as well as persons who are not politically affiliated;

b. Citizens of the Republic of Moldova who nominttemselves (independent candidates).
(3) Candidate statements of agreement to run elexiion shall be submitted as follows:

a. Statements by candidates for the office of depub Parliament shall be submitted to the Cerittattoral
Commission;

b. Statements by candidates for council local elastshall be submitted to district electoral calsnc

Article 42. Collection of Signatures in Support ofa Candidate

(1) Signatures are collected only in support ofirmsependent candidate or for initiating a referendin local
election signatures are collected only in the itittiwhere independent candidates are runningeictiehs.

(2) Only independent candidates and members dizegiinitiative group, who appoint and/or suppodependent
candidates, their trustees, as well as membensitaitive group for holding a referendum, have tight to collect
signatures.

(3) Lists for collecting signatures in support of mdependent candidate, as well as for initiangeferendum
(hereinafter petitions) must contain the last argt hame, year of birth, profession, position {geation), place of
work, place of residence and party membership efcéndidate, as well as the last and first nanmtbeof/oter who
collects the signatures. Individual sheets of tatitipns shall contain only signatures of votersovifie in a single
locality.

(4) Voters who support the candidate, as well #gmimg a referendum, shall indicate on the petittheir first and
last names, year of birth, place of residence, tgpd number of identification document, date ofhsig, and
signature.

(5) Each voter may sign the petition for only oaedidate in any particular election.

(6) The individual who gathers voters' signaturesinsign every sheet of the petition in the presafdhe head of
local public administration authority where sigrratiwere collected. Signature collectors shalbohice at the end
of each sheet of names an attestation to the affatthe collector personally collected the signed and confirmed
the identity of the persons whose names appeahnainsheet. The petition shall be certified on eaage with the
official stamp of the respective local public admsiration.

Article 43. Submission and Review of Nominating Pdtons

(1) After receipt of the subscription lists, thepeqpriate electoral body shall start reviewing éloeuracy of the lists,
in terms of the eligibility of the persons whosenes appear on the petitions to vote in the elestitheir residence,
and the authenticity of their signatures. The et shall be verified within five days of the dafysubmission.

(2) The electoral council shall inform submittefssach lists about the results of the review arallsdnnounce the
total number of names included on the petitionsnsttbd by individual contestants in elections, asllvas the

number of signatures found valid.

(3) Persons who collect the signatures in the sigigm lists are responsible for assuring the antitity of the data
contained in these.

(4) The following shall be considered null and void

a. the subscription lists drawn up before the b@godate of the period of nomination of candidates

b. the signatures from the subscription lists whiod considered to be false;

c. the subscription lists which were not fill idise with the requirements stipulated by the AgidR paragraph (6).

Article 44. Registration of Candidates
(1) To register a candidate for an election, thkofdng documents shall be submitted to the Cenflglctoral

Commission or district electoral counciisarting with the day next to the day when elections were
announced and no later than 30 days before Election Day:

a. an official record of the meeting of the supreareterritorial body of the party, other socio-pickl
organisation regarding the nomination of the caaigidlist of candidates);

b. petitions containing the required number of atgres in support of independent candidates;
c. biographical data about the candidate;
d. the candidate statement of agreement to ruthéoffice for which his/her candidacy has beerppsed;

e. a declaration by the candidate stating his/bal estate, bank accounts, securities, inheritanceincome
over the two years preceding the election year,thedsources of that income, including income astiv
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from investment funds and lease of property, etc.

f. a declaration by the candidate for mayor onrgviip, for the duration of the mandate, any fumdithat are
incompatible with the position of mayor, in the pvef election and validation.

g. a declaration on suspension from previously lpekition, for the time period of electoral campaigor the
persons who fall under the provisions of parag@@) of art. 13.

a. electoral symbol in hard copy and electronic format

(2) Representatives of parties, other socio-palitiorganisation, and independent candidates shi&ling the
documents for registration only after to the Cdril@ctoral Commission, relevant district electoralincils make
public the place and time of receiving those doaueThis information shall be made public withivotdays of the
launch of candidate designation peridtie period of time between the passing of the detisn the place and time
for receiving documents and the actual time for teeeiving the documents shall be of at least 2drddf
representatives of several political parties, sqailitical organisation, several independent caathig
simultaneously submit all the necessary documeamtthé relevant body entitled to register them, thder or
receiving them shall be established by lots in edaoce with the regulations developed by the Ceiectoral
Commission and published in the Official Gazett®epublic of Moldova

(3) The relevant electoral body shall register edags for elections within seven days of the aditsubmission of
the documents enumerated in paragraph (1).

(3h A person can run for more eligible positions oolybehalf of one party

(4) Candidates in an election may not serve onedagtoral council or bureau during the period att thlection.

(5) The relevant electoral body shall issue a fieate of candidacy to registered candidates as ssgpossible but
no later than three days of the day of registration

(6) The relevant electoral body shall have publisirethe mass media funded from the state budgetiiings on

registration of independent candidates or listsawididates.

(7) Upon expiration of the term for registration andidates, the relevant electoral body shalliphlihe integral

list of candidates that it has registered, progdimeir names, surnames, year of birth, localityesidence, political
affiliation, professions (occupations), and the maaf the party, socio-political organisation thashnominated
them. The lists of candidates shall be availablefmsultation at every polling station.

Chapter 7. Electoral Campaign

Article 45. Trustees of Electoral Contestants

(1) Contestants in an election may designate tessite every district. Trustees assist the contéstanconducting
their electoral campaign, campaign for them andesgnt their interests in relations with public iesd the voters
and electoral councils and bureaus. The numbetustees for each electoral contestant shall berdeted by the
CEC or the relevant district electoral council.

(2) The contestants shall independently choose thestees and notify the relevant election coynghich shall

register and certify them.

(3) Trustees of contestants in parliamentary elestishall be registered by the Central Electorah@ision. In
elections for mayors and councilors in local colmdrustees of candidates shall be registeredhbyréspective
district electoral council.

(4) Contestants in an election may, at any timefgethe day preceding elections, suspend a tresta#hority, and
replace him/her with other persons.

(5) Trustees of candidates shall upon request batepl leave from their normal place of employmenthout

remuneration. Neither could they be remuneratenh flonds allotted for the conduct of elections. Her electoral
period they may not be dismissed or transferreah fifeeir usual job responsibilities without theinsent.

(6) Trustees of candidates having public functioray not use public means and goods for electorapa&ns.

Article 46. Guaranteed Rights of Electoral Candidaés and Contestants in Elections

(1) The electoral contestants shall participattha electoral campaign on an equal basis and hgwal access to
mass media, including radio and television, finahlog the state budget.

(2) All electoral contestants shall be guarantespechbopportunities for technical and material suppad funding of
the electoral campaign.

(3) Candidates may be relieved from their job dutié their normal place of employment throughoet ¢kectoral

campaign without the preservation of their salaries

(4) Candidates for parliamentary elections mayalkstate-owned means of transportation (excep} taxthe soil

of the entire country free of charge. In local &états candidates shall exercise this right witlhe televant electoral
district only.

(5) During the electoral period, candidates may tfired or transferred to another place of workposition
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without their consent. also may not have a crimozale filed against them, arrested, detained subgcted to any
administrative sanctions without the agreementhefalectoral body which registered them, with tkeeetion of
cases of flagrant offences.

(6) Candidates in an election may, no latter thalays prior to election, withdraw their candidagyduldressing in
writing a declaration to this effect to the eleeldvody which registered their candidacy. Partied socio-political
organizations may modify their registered nominmgtjpetitions, within the same term and in conformitith
Articles 79 and 126 thereof. After expiry of thenaonced term, the registration of the electoraltestant can be
cancelled exclusively by the electoral body whielifprmed the registration, on basis of the decisibthe court of
law, as well as in the event of death or emergefcsnditions set out in Article 13 paragraph (2)tle present
Code.

(6) The request to exclude a candidate from the list of electoral competitors submitted within the term
stipulated in paragraph (6), shall be examined by the competent body of the party, within three days

(7) If a candidate in an election withdraws his/bandidacy or the registration is annulled aftdlobgapers have
already been printed, the precinct electoral buskell stamp "withdrawn" next to his/her name, fom hallot.

(8) Electoral contestant who has withdrawn hisfeerdidacy is obliged to return the material andritial supplies
which he/she has been allotted from the state hudgmnduct the electoral campaign.

Article 47. Pre-election Campaigning

(1) Citizens of the Republic of Moldova, partiesddasther socio-political organizations, candidated &rustees of
candidates have the right to put forward for fréscassion all aspects of candidates' electoralrprog, and the
political, professional and personal qualitieshe tandidates; and to campaign for or against datel in elections
at meetings, reunions, meetings with the electpregisng means of mass media and other forms of agruation
except for those that disturb public order or amethical. Electioneering for an electoral contestarallowed only
after his/her registration with an electoral body.

(2) During electoral campaigns, public audiovisinatitutions will grant free of charge air time,thin the limits set
by Central Electoral Commission, to electoral cetapts for public debates. For electioneering psgpp each
electoral contestant will be granted against chaigéme not exceeding two hours for the entiectdral campaign,
including no more than two minutes per day for easlitution.

(3) During roundtables private audiovisual instdns may organize free of charge debates, givingakq
opportunities to all electoral contestants, andtiimy representatives of all electoral contestaotthe same show or
grouping them according to certain criteria preglgtannounced by the Central Electoral Commissidinelectoral
contestants' speeches shall be chronometered dhenghow, all electoral contestants shall be gdhequal time.
Electoral contestants shall be informed on the tohdroadcasting the relevant shows seven days poidhe
broadcast, the timetable is approved by the Cefiledtoral Commission. The air time granted agadhstrge at
each institution shall not exceed two minutes @sr for each electoral contestant.

(4) 1t is prohibited to air, apart from the air #ngranted free of charge during debates, spot3®mat radio reports,
on the activity of the electoral contestant or bairt or their trustees participation in meetingshwthe voters, on
working visits of the electoral contestants whodhoffices at republican or rayon level. No electaandidate shall
be entitled to privileges due to the offices thejdh

(5) Electoral contestants shall be liable for tlhatent of published or aired electoral materialachE advertising
material shall bear the name of the electoral aatdi date of publishing, turnout, name of the Bhlbig House.

(6) Public or private audiovisual institutions dh@bvide equal opportunities for electoral candégao buy air time,
by establishing equal fees. Conditions of bookiimgime and the relevant fees shall be announceedrsdays prior
to the broadcast of the relevant show. Fees forith#me granted to electoral contestants mayexoeed fees for
the commercials. Air time for electoral spots shallgranted at the same broadcasting hours.

(7) ) During the electoral period, all the TV showgh analytic, informative, entertaining or anyhet character,
which mention in one way or another the electoeatipipants, are broadcasted with the observantieeofespective
concept and regulations. The TV shows that deakcty or indirectly, with the electoral participganwill be
broadcasted only with the title “Electorala” (eleetl campaign), for calculation of the air time.ddmages to the
reputation of one of the electoral participantstanight outside the “Electorala” TV shows, he \W#lve the right to
refutation on the same conditions.

8) On election day, prior to closing polling statiomass media shall refrain from announcing resiiltpiestioning
electorate regarding their vote "for" or "againsigctoral contestants, or failure to vote for them.

(9) Refusal to broadcast or publish free of chamgagainst fee electoral spots in compliance wite law may be
appealed in court.

(10) Electoral contestants may organize meetingjs thie electorate. Electoral councils and bureadsl@cal public
administration authorities shall ensure that oppoty to organize such meetings is provided on etprans and
conditions to all contestants.

(11) For the time period of electoral campaignwadl as for the time period of conducting a refehem, air time
granted to Parliament, Presidency, and Governm&ssyservice may not be used to electioneer cantpaign for
or against the issues put up for referendum.

(12) After registration of electoral contestantsthg relevant electoral body, they shall have tgbtrto post their
slogans, which may not run counter to law or ethidse modality regarding the placement, in equalditions, of
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the electoral publicity on the advertising boarids)uding the private boards, is approved by thet@é Electoral
Commission and is brought to the public attentiegibning at the start of the electoral period.

(13) The local public administrative authoritieg abliged, in a period of 3 days from the dateeafistering the
electoral candidate, to establish and guaranteénamoim of special places for electoral postersestablish the
minimum_of premises for organizing and holding meetings fa #lectoral candidates with the voters. The
respective decisions of the authorities of locdljpuadministration are immediately posted at thenpises of these
authorities and brought to the attention of thenested subjects by means of mass media outléts; available
communications means.

(14) Campaign activity on election day and the pigceding the elections is prohibited.

(15) Electoral advertising on internet and via mobile telephony is assimilated to the electoral advertising in
written press

Chapter 8. Ballot Preparation

Article 48. Form of Ballot-Papers

(1) The design and the text of the electoral bdbotthe election of Parliament shall be approvgdalvote of the
Central Electoral Commission. In local electior® tesign of ballots shall be approved by the CE@reas their
text by the relevant district electoral council.

(2) The ballot shall be divided into as many regtes as there are electoral contestants. The $iteeaectangle
must be large enough to include the first and tane, the date of birth, occupation, position arate of
employment of the candidate, the name of the padgjo-political organisation that nominated thepective
candidate or list or candidates, and the elecital or symbol of the contestant, upon requesttidal electoral
symbols or signs shall be prohibited.

(3) Electoral competitors are to be registered in bgiépers in the order established by the drawirgtsfthat is to
be carried out on a daily basis by the relevardtetal body

(4) In the left side of the rectangle shall be fththe electoral sign or the symbol of the eledtoontestant that
nominated the list of candidates or the relevantlichate, or the electoral sign of the independantidate at his/her
desire. The electoral signs and symbols shall bsegnmted to the relevant electoral body by the stentiés together
with the documents for candidates’ registration.

(5) In the right side of every rectangle, and atgnal distance from the top and bottom margird§ enm diameter
circle shall be printed in which the voter applies stamp with the inscription "voted" on it toesgtla candidate.

(6) Electoral ballots shall be drawn up in accomdawith the Law of the Republic of Moldova "On tRenctioning
of Languages Spoken in the Republic of Moldova".

(7) In the event that several types of electiomsherld simultaneously, the ballots shall be ofedéht colors.

Article 49. Preparation of Ballot-Papers

(1) Electoral ballots shall be printed based ortritdsions from the responsible electoral bodies.nders of
electoral bodies and members' representativeseofoghl contestants may assist at the draftingotérwrolls and at
their printing.

(2) Ballots shall be printed no later than thregsdprior to elections, in a quantity not to exceled number of
voters, on opaque (matte) papeach ballot paper shall contain two numbers thatespond to the order number of
the electoral district and the order number of iéspective polling statioAfter printing, the ballots are folded in
such a way that the face on which the voter vdtesilsl not be visible.

(3) Printed ballots shall be stored by the respmesilistrict electoral council and delivered to ginet electoral
bureaus on the eve of elections based on an aelivéry.

(4) The premises where ballots are stored shajiuaeded by the police. Only the chairperson ofrélevant district
electoral council or precinct electoral bureau,omgpanied by at least two other members of the dbondureau,
shall have access to them during this period.

(5) Representatives of electoral contestants, isaweny voter, shall have the right to inspechgie ballots at the
precinct electoral bureau.

(6) The ballots for parliamentary elections shaldelivered to district electoral councils by then@al Electoral
Commission not later than two days before the iglect

Chapter 9. Voting

Article 50. Time and Place of Voting

Voting is carried out on election day between (7a8@ 21:00).

The precinct electoral bureau shall publicly anrmmuthe time and place of voting no later than 1@sdaefore
election day.

Article 51. Voting Conditions

(1) During the time allotted for voting the pollifglace may not be closed nor may voting be terrathawith the
exception of cases of mass disorders, naturaltdisa®r other unforeseen circumstances which reakducting the
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voting impossible or dangerous for the voters. Unhscases the chairperson of the precinct eleclan@au may
suspend voting for no more than two hours to petetlectoral precinct into its proper condition cova it to other
place, having natified the voters of this fact.

(17) During the local elections, in case when voting process suspendader the paragraph (1) can
not be resumed within 2 hours, the voting is camr®d suspended for a period that shall not exceeeeXs, and the
Central Election Commission, within 3 days, shall adopt a decision on the ddteesuming the suspended
voting. The voting process is resumed under theedagal conditions

(2) Individuals with the right to be in attendaratehe voting may not be compelled to leave thémpplace during
a time when voting has been suspended.

Article 52. Organization of Voting

(1) Voting shall be carried out at specially eqeigplaces with desks for ballot issue, voting bsathrooms for
secret voting and voting boxes. Boxes must be placesuch a way that to approach them the votea#i shter
voting booths to vote in secret. The premises stale a sufficient number of booths or rooms stwaoid a large
accumulation of voters.

(2) For purposes of maintaining order in the eledt@recinct and avoiding a large accumulation ofevs, the
precinct electoral bureau shall establish a patthiife movement of voters, beginning with the entrythe tables
where the ballots are passed out, then to thetsemtieg booths, and on to the ballot boxes.

(3) The polling station shall be laid out in a wayallow the members of the precinct electoral hurand other
authorized persons present at the precinct to maemtisly observe all aspects of the voting prodes$ding voter
identification and issuance of ballots, and votplating of ballots into ballot boxes.

(4) The provision of the electoral precinct witholizs, ballot boxes, and other necessary materiad be the
responsibility of local government.

(5) Precinct bureaus shall be responsible for arjyag voting, ensuring the secret expression of wbters' will,

equipping the premises and maintaining order dingps$tations.

Article 53. Voting

(1) Every voter must vote in person. Voting foretlndividuals is not allowed. The precinct eleatdsureau shall
hand out ballots to voters based on the voter oolly upon the presentation of an identificatiorcutment. Voters
shall confirm receipt of the ballot by signing thater roll next to his/her name.

(2) Citizens residing on the territory of the etwal precinct not included on the voter rolls stz entered on a
supplementary voter roll upon presentation of amiiication document showing their place of reaieewithin the

precinct. Citizens who have presented the predinotau a certificate of the right to vote shallibguded on the

same list. The certificate shall remain at the ima@lectoral bureau and be attached to the pohtoc

(3) Voting is carried out on the basis of the following identity documents:

a) the identity card of the citizen of the Republidvbldova, with accompanying slip, which certifies
the voter’'s domicile or the residence in the arfgaotling station;

b) the ex-soviet passport, 1974-year model, contaitiingeference to the citizenship of the Republic
of Moldova, individual's state identification numb(INDP) and domicile registration;

c) the ex-soviet passport, 1974-year model, withoat identification number (IDNP) with the
mention: “valid for an unlimited term”, the citizehip of the Republic of Moldova and domicile
registration — for persons who refused the iderditguments of the Republic of Moldova due to
religious reasons;

d) temporary F-9 type identity document with mentidims citizenship of the Republic of Moldova,
the holder's domicile;

e) the entry/exit passport, sailor’s record, in calspasliamentary elections or national referendum, i
polling stations set beyond the boundaries of Maddo

f)  the service record for serving soldiers, issuethieyCentre of Civil Service for persons who carry
out their civil service (alternative)

(4) The chairperson and precinct electoral bureambers shall vote at the polling station where thayduct their
activity, and shall be entered to supplementatyg bssed on the certificate of the right to vote.

(5) The chairperson of the precinct electoral burehall keep a record of the events during voting sote

counting. At the request of bureau members, optireons authorized to attend electoral procedores, any voter,
the chairperson shall note their comments and caimtsl regarding electoral procedures, which shalattached to
the protocol of the precinct electoral bureau.

Article 54. Balloting Procedure

(1) The ballot shall be filled out by the voterdrsecret voting booth or room. A voter who is ugatbl fill out the

ballot him/herself has the right to invite anotliedividual into the booth, with the exception of migers of the
electoral bureau, representatives of candidated, @her accredited individuals entitled to attenidctral

procedures. These cases shall be registered sepanathe report of the electoral bureau of th#ipg station.

(2) The voter shall apply the stamp with the instion "voted" in the circle of only one of the raagles on the
ballot, which shall signify that he/she has votedthe corresponding electoral contestant. Thdesrin the rest of
the rectangles should be left blank.

(3) It shall be prohibited for any person to takeadot out of the polling place.
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(4) A voter may not vote for more than one eledtooatestant.

(5) If a voter has inadvertently spoiled a ballt,his/her request the precinct electoral bureall shncel it and
issue a new ballot only once. In this event, a sbtdl be made in the minutes of the voting anith@wvoter roll.

(6) The voter places into the ballot-box the balih the stamp “Voted”.

Article 55. Voting Security

(1) At 07:00 a.m. on election day the chairpersbthe precinct electoral bureau, in the presenasodess than half
of the members of the bureau, shall check the tlatimes and seal them. The chairperson shall &lsokcthe voter
rolls, ballots, and seals, and draws up the mifiitetocol in two copies. The minutes/protocol igr&d by all the
present members of the electoral bureau, a cophaéed into the ballot box, after that — the headates the voting
process opened. The chairperson shall invite therahembers of the bureau, any other persons dghkado attend
voting operations at the polling station, as welltlae voters who may be present at the time ofingeio observe
his/her actions.

(2) Ballots shall be stored in a secure place éadtectoral precinct, packed in bundles of 100, iseded by the
precinct chairperson in necessary quantities to Ineesnof the bureau for distribution to voters whemenecessary.
(3) Members of the precinct electoral bureau ad a®lrepresentatives of the electoral contestamts persons
authorized to attend the polling station shall béged to have and display identification badgesrsBns who enter
polling stations shall be prohibited from displayiany emblems, badges or other symbols having twittothe
electoral campaign.

(4) If, for health or other well grounded reasatig, voter is unable to be present in the pollirece] the precinct
electoral bureau, at his/her oral or written regjugisall send no less than two members of the bungth a special
ballot box and everything necessary for votinghe place where the voter is located in order talaonthe voting.
The requests may be submitted in written or oral form, within two weeks prior to the Election Day and
until 15.00 on the Election Day. On the voter roll beside the name of the respegemons a specification shall
be made "voted at the place of stay".

(5) Individuals being detained on the basis of eesh order until a court sentence is handed domdiyiduals
sentenced to incarceration under a court decisioishwhas not taken legal force, and individualwviser terms for
committing an administrative legal violation shelBo vote following the procedure described in geaph (4).

(6) In the event the chairperson of the precinaehu authorizes a special ballot box to leave tiigng station,
he/she shall announce this fact as well as thefigbters that requested to vote at place of exxid beforehand to
the member representing the contestants and ttiéduodls accredited to observe electoral proceduaies shall
give them the opportunity to accompany the mohile bsing their own transportation if necessary

(7) The responsibility for maintaining order onalen day in the polling place and territory adjatcto it within a
radius of 100 meters shall be assigned to the paion of the precinct electoral bureau. The deasshe/she makes
to maintain order shall be mandatory for all.

(8) The following individuals are entitled to beepent during the sessions of the electoral bodas, counting and
tabulation, activities related to the voter rolksllots, voting certificates, and compilation oktlprotocols on
elections and referendum results:

a. members of the superior electoral bodies;

b. representatives of the electoral contestardeitioral bodies;

c. domestic, national, foreign and internationadervers accredited by the relevant bodies;
d. mass media representatives.

No other individual may remain in the polling seationger than it takes one to vote.

(9) It shall be strictly prohibited for anyone tmter a polling place with a firearm or bladed weapdhe
representative of law-enforcement bodies may ehtepolling station only in the event that he/shevited by the
head of the electoral bureau to assist in re-astabg law and order.

Chapter 10. Vote Counting

Article 56. Votes Counting by the Precinct ElectoraBureau

(1) Upon completion of voting, the chairpersonfw precinct electoral bureau shall announce theoérdting and
give instructions to close the premises. The etattmreau then begins counting the votes.

(2) Prior to opening the ballot box, all unusedddalshall be counted, and canceled by the preeiectoral bureau
by applying the stamp "canceled" thereupon, the&ntied separately and sealed up.

(3) Before the counting of the votes obtained ke dlectoral competitors, the electoral bureau efgblling station
establishes the number of voters who were issuég ballots, on basis of number of voters from tleeteral lists
and additional lists, with signatures placed onrigbt of the names of these.

(4) After checking the seals on the ballot boxég thairperson of the precinct bureau in the pser the
members of the bureau and other individuals withright to attend shall open the ballot boxes. Mobbxes shall
be opened first, the votes counted, and then tier dioxes shall be opened.
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(5)The electoral precinct must be provided withufficsient number of tables so that all ballots takeom the ballot
boxes may be counted in one place visible to athbvers of the precinct bureau and others in atteseldvlarkers
with the names of the electoral contestants sleaih$talled on the table for vote counting.

(6) The number of ballots contained in mobile boskall first be counted separately, and reconcilétht the
number of ballots issued for this purpose, priointduding them in the count of votes for the vadgaontestants in
the election.

(7) Using a procedure determined by the precinettetal bureau, or upon instructions from the CariEiectoral
Commission or relevant district electoral counaiembers of the precinct electoral bureau shall ldrttee ballots
and determine for which electoral contestant tHiobwas cast. The ballots for each electoral catitgreshall be
counted and bound together separately, and thés@guhe counting shall be entered on a specahting form as
they are determined and are transmitted to thadimcally superior body.

(8) Before the number of votes obtained by eactit@lal contestant is entered on the protocol, eleserand other
accredited individuals shall be granted an oppdituo recheck the figures entered on the counfimm.

(9) The precinct electoral bureau shall not inelivalid ballots in in the total number of validtes.

(10) After closing the polling place, the preciet¢ctoral bureau shall remain in continuous sessioimg the count
and until the preparation of the protocol and miésubas been completed. All members of the prebimetau shall
remain at the precinct and participate in the dpara of the bureau during this entire period, eslprevented from
doing so by a physical disability or other extranady circumstances.

Article 57. Invalid Ballots

(1) The following types of ballots shall be consekbinvalid:
a.ballots whose identification number of the electoral precinct and that of bureau does not correspond
to the numbers of the respective electoral precinct and bureau ballots on which there is no

control stamp of the electoral precinct;
b. ballots of other than the legally approved form;

c. ballots on which the seal with the inscriptimoted" has been applied in more than one rectangle;

d. ballots on which the seal with the inscriptimoted” has not been applied in any rectangle;

e. ballots in which the voter has added the nanwhar additional electoral contestants;

f. spoiled ballots, either mutilated or de-facedwhich the voter's option is not clear.
(2) As long as the intention of the voter is clghe ballot may not be declared invalid simply hesathe voter
applied several times the “Voted” stamp in a simgletangle, or applied it beyond the circle of thetangle or on
the electoral contestant’s symbol.
(3) Prior to declaring a ballot invalid, the charpon of the precinct electoral bureau shall prexdd members of
the bureau, observers, and other accredited ingilédoresent at the precinct with an opportunityngpect it.
(4) If members of the precinct electoral bureauehdoubts about the validity of a ballot, the questshall be
decided by a vote, and the results of the voteredta the protocol.

Article 58. Protocol and Minutes of the Precinct Etéctoral Bureau
(1) The precinct electoral bureau shall developoaggol, in two copies, including:

a. the number of voters included on the voter rolls
b. the number of voters added on supplementasy list
c. the number of voters who have been issued ballot
d. the number of voters who participated in thengpt

e. the number which reflects the difference betwdbennumber of ballots received by voters and nunolfe
voters that have participated in voting;

f. the number of votes declared invalid.

g. the number of valid votes cast for each elettmatestant / for each issue put up for referendum
h. the total number of valid votes cast;

i. the number of ballots received by the precihet®®ral bureau;

j- the number of unused and cancelled ballots.
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(2) In parliamentary elections, the format of thetpcol shall be established by the CEC, wheredascal elections
by the relevant district electoral council. Priordlection day the relevant electoral council spatlivide precinct
electoral bureaus with the necessary number obpobforms.

(3) The results of the vote counting shall be cdergd at a meeting of the precinct electoral busralientered into
the protocol, which shall be signed by the chasper deputy chairperson, secretary, and other memdfethe

bureau. The absence of signatures of individual beemof the precinct electoral bureau shall noterthke protocol
invalid. However, the reasons for the absence @$dlsignatures shall be indicated in the minutabeflectoral
bureau.

(4) The protocol on the voting results shall beppred in several copies in the presence of preeiectoral bureau
members, representatives of electoral contestamtother persons entitled to assist at the eldcpooedures. A
copy of the protocol is kept at the electoral @finf the voting station, a copy is presented toefleetoral district
council, a copy is immediately posted at the emteaimto the polling station, whereas the others, abligatorily

handed to representatives of electoral compet#ndsobservers

(5) The chairperson of the precinct bureau shat) arepare the minutes of the bureau based onritterwrecord of
the bureau's activities during the period of votemgd thereafter. The minutes will include a briet@unt of

statements and complaints and decisions adoptaddiag them made by the bureau. The chairpersdhaba give

the other members an opportunity to provide writemments and additions to the minutes. The chaigpeshall

then sign the minutes and request the other mendfdhe bureau to do so and to express their cortsrmam the

minutes. Complaints shall be attached to the méute

(6) The chairperson of the precinct electoral burgtaall deliver as soon as practicable, but inventlater than 18
hours after the announcement of the closing ofthetoral precincts, to the district electoral ozlthe valid ballot

papers for each separate electoral competitorptbtcol, minutes, invalid, unused, or protestetiobs and the
stamps of the electoral precinct, in a sealed btve sealed box shall be transported under polieedgwvith the

chairperson and at least two members of the prebimeau in attendance at all times.

(7) Electoral bureau stamps shall be kept in adtake polling station. After elections stamps khaldelivered to
district electoral councils.

Article 59. Tabulation of Votes by the District Electoral Council

(1) After receiving from the precinct electoral baus the protocols and reports showing the restittee vote in the
precincts, the district electoral council shalsfiestablish the number of voters who participatetthe election. The
district electoral council shall promptly reportigHigure to the Central Electoral Commission. he tevent the
number of votes cast throughout the entire elettisdrict was less than the one required for thédity of the

elections in that district, the district councibsiid also indicate that fact to the Central Elegt@ommission. Either
the Central Electoral Commission or the districtcébral council should promptly announce publidiatt the

election in the Republic or that district was ingal

(2) On the basis of the records of precinct elettbureaus, the district electoral council shaltedmine, with

respect to the entire district:

a. the overall number of voters included in theevoblls;
b. the number of voters on supplementary lists;

c. the number of voters who have been issued ballot
d. the number of voters who voted;

e. the number which reflects the difference betwemumber of ballots received by the voters &ediumber
of voters that have participated in voting;

f. the number of votes declared invalid.

g. the number of valid votes cast for each elettmatestant / for each question subject to refiuem
h. the total number of valid votes cast;

i. the number of ballots received by the distrieceral council;

j- the number of cancelled and unused elector&btsal

(3) The district electoral council shall then drayw a record on vote tabulation throughout the englectoral
district. This record shall be signed by all mensbef the district electoral council, who shall alkave the
opportunity to have whatever comments they wistnéixe attached in writing to the record. Copieshefriecord on
vote tabulation will be handed over to the représres of electoral contestants and to the obsgnan their
request.

(4) The district electoral council shall submit tteeord of its vote tabulation in the district tetCentral Electoral
Commission within 48 hours of the closing of theting places. When submitting the protocol to thentCa
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Electoral Commission, the District electoral colipmsts at the entrance - the table with the dedaihformation
concerning the district elections results

Article 60. Review of Election Results by the Cenal Electoral Commission
(1) Upon parliamentary or local elections, or rdma#m referendums, based on the documents recéieeddistrict
electoral councils the CEC shall develop withirefdays a protocol including:

a) the overall number of voters included on thevoblls;
b) the number of voters on supplementary lists;

¢) the number of voters who have been issued ballot
d) the number of voters who voted;

e) the number which reflects the difference betwibernumber of ballots received by the voters &ednitumber
of voters that have participated in voting;

f) the number of votes declared invalid.

g) the number of valid votes cast for each elettatestant / for each issue put up for referendum
h) the total number of valid votes cast.

i) number of published ballots

(2) The CEC shall then draw up a record indicathrggsumming up of the voting results nationallyjckhshall be
signed by all members of the commission, and shrallv up minutes on the election results. Copigh®frecord on
the voting results shall be handed over to reptatigas of the electoral contestants and to themiess on their
request.

(2Y) In case of disagreement with the preliminary results, electoral competitors can request the competent
bodies to order the vote recounting, before the validation of the results by these bodies.

(3) The documents mentioned in paragraph (2) dballpresented to the Constitutional Court in thenewd
Parliamentary elections for the confirmation of ttesults of the elections and validation of the dewes of
parliamentary members.

Article 61. Announcement of Preliminary Results

(1) Prior to receiving all election results frombsudinate electoral councils and bureaus, the alalctbody

responsible for determining the overall resultsanfelection shall periodically announce partiaulssas soon as
practicable upon reception.

(2) The electoral body responsible for determinihg results of an election shall publicly annoutice overall

results of that election as soon as practicable adicthe results have been received from the slibate electoral
councils and bureaus, unless appeals filed withr ithe competent court are likely to affect thecoute of the

election.

(3) Responsible for determining the results of lecten shall be:

a. the Central Electoral Commission with respectp#sliamentary elections, general local electionsl a
republican referenda; or

b. the appropriate district electoral council, &se of local elections and referendums.

Article 62. Retention of Election Records

(1) The Central Electoral Commission shall rethim ¢lectoral materials | accordance with the piomis of the Law
regarding the Archive Fund of Republic of Moldova.

(2) Upon expiration of the electoral period, distrelectoral councils shall dispose of the ele¢tdocuments and
materials as follows:

a. the following are delivered to the Central BttCommission — lists of candidates, a copy edcthe
minutes/protocol and reports of the district elealtaccouncils and electoral bureaus of polling stai
special forms for vote counting, the stamps of disrict electoral councils and electoral bureatishe
polling stations, subscription lists of independeandidates, as well as other electoral mateffizancial
round-up report and the deed of conveyance of ithen€ial documentation to the district (municipal)
council (local public authorities of the seconddByvIn the event of local general elections théofeing
shall be presented to the CEC: the lists of thencitars elected into the local councils, the listsalternate
candidates with the decreasing series;
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b. the following shall be remitted to the courtlaiv in the area where the district electoral coliscsituated —
valid ballots,invalid and annulled ballots, a copy each of minutes/protocols and reports dfidis
electoral councils and electoral bureaus of thdimgplstations, special forms for vote counting, tié
appeals/contestations, accompanied by the adomeidiohs regarding their settlement; in the event o
general local elections — also the lists of electedncilors, lists of alternate contestants, desingaseries
for each electoral district;

c. the district electoral council before dissolati@mits to the mayoralty, in the district in whitltonducted its
activities, a copy each of minutes/protocols angbres of the electoral councils and electoral busea
ballot-boxes, electoral codes, instructions regaydihe activity of electoral bodies and other elesit
materials.

(3) The Central Election Commission assures theeszcd¢o the documents enumerated in the presenteairti
accordance with the Law regarding access to infiama

Chapter 11. Observation and Press Coverage

Article 63. Observers

(1) At the request of any electoral contestant ineection, the district electoral council shalciredit for any
precinct a representative to observe the eleclibe.trustee of a candidate in the election may lbésaccredited as
an observer. In the event the district council diidat an individual proposed for accreditationermtiis subsection
is unacceptable, it shall promptly inform the edeat contestant who proposed that person of itsores

(2) At the request of any electoral contestantGhatral Electoral Commission shall accredit byobserver in order
to monitor election in the electoral polls situatdatoad the country. As observers can be accredgeadell citizens
of the Republic of Moldova living abroad, represdives of international organizations and NGOs fatmoad.

(3) The Central Electoral Commission will accred@presentatives of international organizations,eifpr
governments, and international non-governmentarizations as observers.

(4) By the resolution of the Central Electoral Coission Resolution or of the electoral councils,lisha accredited
representatives of qualified public associationsifthe Republic of Moldova to observe the electbthe precincts.
For purposes of this subsection, a "qualified" mulblssociation is one which is committed undersiistute to
promote human rights and democratic values, ariduisd by the Central Election Commission (or, ie ttase of
regional organizations, the district electoral aal)rto be capable of exercising civic functionstlwrespect to the
election.

(5) The observers on behalf of civil associationsradited by the Central Election Commission maynitoo the
electoral process on the entire territory of thertoy and at all polling stations, whereas the oless accredited by
the district electoral councils, only on the temjt of the respective district. The accredited obses have the right
to be present at all electoral operations/procegjuat all sessions of the electoral bodies, indgidin the day of
elections, without intervening into the electoraedgess or other electoral operations and haveighé to inform the
head of the electoral body about the observediteeigies.

(6) The observers can be accredited before thenbiggj of the electoral period and can perform tlaeiivity on
elections day and also in the periods before, duamd after the elections. The Regulations reggrdire
accreditation of national and international obsesvare adopted through a decision of the Centrakti®in
Commission.

Article 64. Press Coverage of Elections

(1) During electoral campaign, the press and msiéél cover elections pursuant to regulations astbpty the CEC.
(2) Mass media representatives shall have the sigims as accredited observers.

(3) In the electoral period any opinion polls retiag the political preferences of the voters maybeducted only
with the condition of a preliminary notification the Central Election Commission. The results eSéhpolls may
be made public at the latest 5 days prior to tleetelns. On the day of elections, until the closirighe polling
stations, it is prohibited to make public througlas® media outlets - materials, including interviewth voters,
about the number of votes gathered by the electamapetitors in the course of the day and abolit tences,
including the exit-polls results. The qualified anzations that intend to conduct exit-polls sttalbrdinate their
activity with the Central Election Commission, whishall elaborate the general rules for this field.

(4) Mass media will broadcast, at the Central BledtCommission’s request, social, civic and eleddteducation
video clips; will carry on information campaigng footers regarding the voting procedure and otlo#ing features.
(5) Public audiovisual institutions are obliged, emas the private ones have the right, at the @lektectoral
Commission’s request, to organize public debatesnd the whole electoral campaign, in equal coods for all
the electoral competitors. They are offered foradeb not less than 90 minutes per day, time thabeaused for one
or more TV shows.

(6) The audiovisual institutions have the rightctmose the format of the debates, with the comtitiorespect, in
general, the equality among all the electoral cditgye of the air time offered for debates

Chapter 12. Judicial Proceedings
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Section |. Complaints with Respect to the Organizabn and Conduct of Elections

Article 65. Complaints

(1) Voters and electoral competitors may challethgeactions (inactions) and decisions of the efattouncils and
bureaus, actions (inaction) of the electoral coitgrst in the electoral bodies, having in view thierarchy of the
system of electoral bodies, and in the law courts

(2) The appeal (complaint) shall describe the nastiand evidence of the action complained aboutpargigned by
and bear the identity data of the complainant.

Article 66. Submission of Appeals

(1) Actions and decisions of electoral bodies mayappealed within three days of discovering theoaair taking
the decision.

(2) Appeals (complaints) against decisions andastby the precinct bureaus and district electowahcils shall be
filed with the court in the population point whehe respective council or bureau is located.

(3) Actions and decisions by the CEC shall be algget® the Chisinau Court of Appeals.

Article 67. Consideration of Appeals (Complaints)

(1) Appeals against actions and decisions by th€ @IEd during an electoral period shall be actpdruwithin five
days of their filling.

(2) Appeals based on actions of district electa@incils or precinct electoral bureaus shall berémed by the
electoral bodies or the courts of law within 3 da§§lling, but no later than election day.

(3) Appeals submitted to court on the day of etetdi shall be considered on the same day, whergasalap
regarding electoral body decisions on results tai and mandate award shall be examined by court
simultaneously with the legality of the electiordahe validation of mandates.

(4) The activity of the courts during an electgratiod shall be organized in such a way that statgsn complaints
and appeals can be submitted freely and in due time

(5) Complaints submitted to court shall be congidepursuant to the Code of Civil Procedure andLit on
Contentious Business.

Article 68. Decisions by Courts with Respect to Apgals (complaints)

(1) A court of law shall adopt and pass judiciatidens under the Code of Civil Procedure and LavContentious
Business.

(2) After examining the materials regarding thealéyg of the election and validation of mandates;oairt shall
adopt a resolution on confirming legality of elecis in the relevant electoral district, validatenciates of the
elected councilors and mayors, as well as thelideputy candidates.

(3) In the event that a court has confirmed legalitelections, whereas tabulation mistakes ar@dan protocols,
the court shall, on its own initiative, or at treuest of contesting part, annul, totally of pégtiahe protocol and
shall exclude the electoral contestant, who has bast a smaller number of valid votes, replaciimg/ther with the
electoral contestant who has been cast a greatalnenof valid votes on sequential division.

(4) A court of law shall not validate results ot#b elections in the relevant electoral districfrduds committed
during elections or during vote tabulation haveeiféd the election results.

(5) Court decisions shall be final and bindingéaecution from the moment they are made.

(6) Court decisions may be appealed within threes a@di their adoption.

(7) Such appeals shall be examined within thres dagubmission.

Section Il. Penalties for Electoral Law Violation

Article 69. Juridical Penalties

(1) Individuals who, by violence, treachery, threatibstitution or other method prevent citizensriréreely
exercising their voting rights; purposefully dibtite false information about electoral contestacasymit any other
action against the honour and dignity of candidateaduct electoral propaganda on the day precatimglections
and on the day of elections; hinder the activityelafctoral councils and bureaus or the voting atipcts shall be
held accountable according to current laws.

(2) For the infringement of the provisions of the present Code, Central Election Commission may apply or
request the application of the following sanctions to the electoral competitors:

a) warning;

b) cancellation of the registration.
(3) The warning is applied by the decision of the Central Election Commission, and the cancellation of the
registration is applied by a final court decision.
(4) The warning is applied for the violations of the provisions of the present Code, with the exception of
those provided in articles 70, 71.

Article 70. Criminal Penalties
(1) The following acts shall constitute crimes &dpunished in keeping with the Criminal Code:
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a. using any means to stand in the way of freeceseepf the right to vote or be elected and if shene actions
are combined with causing serious bodily harm tirre@at to human life;

b. falsifying by any means voting results;
c. opening ballot boxes before the terminationaifng as established by law;

d. damaging or forcibly entering the premises @& #lectoral precincts, or stealing ballot boxeslectoral
documents.

(2) Criminal cases for crimes described in paragi@p shall be pursued by prosecution bodies.

(3) The chairpersons of electoral bodies and atffferials are obliged to inform the prosecution sdimmediately
whenever they become aware of evidence that aomaetihich in their opinion includes elements ofriane, related
to conducting elections has been committed.

(4) Criminal cases regarding the offences listedo@magraph (1) performed during the electoral cagmpare
examined by the prosecutor’s office in a perio® ofays.

Article 71. Administrative Offences
(1) The following shall constitute administrativeghl violations and be punished in accordance thghCode on
Administrative Offences, and Article 70 of this @odinless they also constitute crimes:

a. failure by official persons to provide data andterials to electoral bodies as well as failurali@e by their
decisions;

b. destroying, smudging, or making unusable byratieans voter rolls and electoral posters;

c. officials organizing public meetings at whicle thale and consumption of alcoholic beveragesrisified, or
failing to take measures to conduct such meetimgsiorderly manner;

d. deliberately entering on the voter rolls indivads who do not have the right to vote in accordanith this
Code, individuals who do not really exist, or irttenally including the same individuals on morerttane
list; unjustifiably refusing to accept and considemplaints pertaining to actions related to tlee@bns;

e. knowingly agreeing to entering an individualmare than one list of candidates;

f. members of electoral bodies failing to make puptoposals for the registration of candidates;

g. using funds obtained from abroad or not publéglaring funds received;

h. preventing people with the right of vote fromiexing the polling place or exercising their rightvote;

i. refusing to follow the instructions of the ch@@rson of the precinct electoral bureau to protéderder in the
polling place and the area adjacent to it;

j- unjustifiably failing to issue a ballot to a estincluded on the lists or issuing one and theesardividual
more ballots than he/she is entitled to cast iretbetion;

k. members of precinct electoral bureau unjustifidéaving from the polling places before the dl@ttresults
are summed up and they have signed the record;

I. continuing to campaign on the day precedingelleetions and on election day;

m. taking an electoral ballot issued for voting @ffthe premises of an electoral precinct;

n. falsifying signatures on lists in support ofiadependent candidate.
(2) The administrative legal violations specifiedparagraph (1), depending on the case, shall fedban records
drawn up by the mayor of the locality; the chaigmer of electoral bodies, and on records drawn updiige bodies
which exercise their functions with respect to suiséon of electoral operation.
(3) Records stating administrative offences shallsbbmitted to the court in the location of the ydapon point
where the legal violation has been committed.
(4) The court will examine the respective caseanmgigg administrative offences in a period of 2slahhe period of
appeal is 2 days. The appeal courts will solvectises in a period of 2 days.

Title 11,
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Elections To Parliament

Article 72. Applicability of this Chapter
This Title (Articles 72-94) shall be applicable prib elections for mandates to serve in Parlianoéithe Republic
of Moldova.

Article 73. Elections to Parliament

(1) Parliament of the Republic of Moldova shallddected by an universal, equal, direct, secretfaraly expressed
vote, for a period of four years.

(2) Elections to Parliament shall be conducted th@seone national electoral district in which 1Gpdties shall be
elected.

Article 74. Administrative Electoral Districts and Precincts. District Electoral Councils and PrecinctElectoral
Bureaus

(1) For administrative purposes, the Central El@t@ommission shall establish, at least 55 dajar po election
day, administrative electoral districts correspogdio the territorial-administrative units of thecend level of the
Republic of Moldova, and at least 50 days prioeltctions, electoral councils, pursuant to the igiouas of Article
27 of this Code, to be correspondingly applied. Tésponsibilities of the district electoral couscdhall include
those put forth in Article 28 of this Code, to lgphed correspondingly except for letter (g).

(2) Electoral districts shall be divided into pmeatis, pursuant to Article 29 of this Code, to bepliza
correspondingly.

(3) The precinct electoral bureaus shall be foreued shall exercise their responsibilities, purstarirticle 29 and
30 of this Code, to be applied correspondingly.

Article 75. Candidates for Election to Parliament

(1) Persons eligible to vote, who have reachedatieeof 18 years by and on Election Day, who aieetis of the
Republic of Moldova, live permanently in the coyndnd meet the requirements provided in the preSede may
be candidates for deputy mandates in Parliament.

(2) When registered as electoral competitor for thetjposof a deputy, the person holding citizenshfpanother
state declares, on his/her own responsibility, lbiling the citizenship of another state or thet fthat he/she
applied for the citizenship of the other state

(3) When the mandate of the deputy is validated, ghrson specified in par. (2) should documentanyfion
renunciation or initiation of the procedure of raniation of the citizenship of the other state dgthdrawal of the
application for the citizenship of the other state.

(3) Non-declaration of holding the citizenship ofother state at the moment of registration as aidate for the
position of deputy or its acquiring in the periotl exercising the mandate, serves as a ground foceting
validation of the mandate of the deputy by the d@itutgnal Court at the request of the CEC.

Article 76. Declaration and Date of Elections

(1) The election of deputies shall be held witthiree months of the expiration of Parliament's menda

(2) The day of elections to Parliament shall beedeited by a resolution of Parliament no later tG@rdays before
election day.

(3) In the event of Parliament dissolution, eletsi@f the new Parliament shall be determined bys#tme decree of
the President of the Republic of Moldova. Earlycgtms shall be conducted no later than 45 dayhetay when
the decree becomes effective.

Article 77. Registration of Electoral Candidates
In order to be registered electoral candidates| shadmit to the Central Electoral Commission theudoents
described in Article 44 of this Code.

Article 78. Special Requirements for Petitions

(1) Petitions in support of an independent candidat developed and verified pursuant to Articl2std of this
Code, to be correspondingly applied.

(2) To be registered by the Central Electoral Cossion, independent candidates shall submit pesitcamtaining
signatures of at least 2,000 and at most 2,500cstgyp eligible to vote.

(3) Upon verification of petitions, the Central Eieral Commission shall nullify false signatures aignatures that
were applied to several petitions.

(4) In the event that, upon verification, the sutbad number of signatures is found insufficienifan the result of
invalid signatures being excluded from the petitiba overall number of signatures decreases umgeminimum
threshold provided for in paragraph (2) of thisiéld, the independent candidate shall not be regidt and the
decision to that effect shall be conveyed to himiki¢hin 24 hours of adoption.

(5) Submitting supplementary petitions after theni@d Electoral Commission has received and regidtén the
register the set of documents in accordance witttlar44 of the present code.

Article 79. Special Requirements for Candidate LisRegistration
At least 51 registered candidates and at mostahgber of deputies in Parliament provided for in @anstitution,
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plus two deputy candidates, shall be included bst.a

Article 80. Replacement of Candidates on Lists

(1) Electoral contestants shall have the righteiwal their candidacy, their entire list of candataor reverse their
decision to include any particular candidate onligtebut no later than 7 days prior to the ElectDay.

(2) A decision to withdraw an entire list of canaliels or an individual candidate shall be adoptethbynominating
person or organization, submitted to the Centrat®lral Commission and then made public.

(3) Replacement of a candidate must be done béierexpiration of the term of candidate registratibhe Central
Electoral Commission shall make public the decismregister the new candidate.

(4) In the event a party and/or a socio-politicajamization withdraws its candidates after the &tjgn of the term
of registrationthe list of candidates shall be remade excluding the candidates of the respective
party or socio-political organization, respecting the order of their registration. The same
procedure will be applied in the event of the witheal of candidates from the lists by parties andéxio-political
organizations.

Article 81. Voter Rolls
Voter rolls for elections of deputies to Parliamehall be developed pursuant to Chapter (5) Agi@8-40 of this
Code, to be correspondingly applied.

Article 82. Electoral Propaganda during Parliamentay Elections
Propaganda during parliamentary elections shatlaseed out pursuant to Chapter (7) Articles 45e4this Code,
to be correspondingly applied.

Article 83. Voting Ballots

(1) Voting ballots shall be developed pursuant taier (8) Articles 48-49 of this Code, to be cspendingly
applied.

(2) On the ballot-paper independent candidate &alisted in a separate rectangle where his/mgrdnd last name
shall be written, including the specification "ipgsdent candidate.”

Article 84. Voting
Voting during the parliamentary elections shallcheried out pursuant to Chapter (9) Articles 5095%his Code, to
be correspondingly applied.

Article 85. Vote Counting and Election Results Tablation
Election results are summed up pursuant to Ch&p@rArticles 56-60 of this Code, to be correspogti applied.

Article 86. Determination of the Threshold of Repreentation

(1) Upon receiving records of the voting resultsaih districts from all district electoral councilthe Central
Electoral Commission shall sum up the number ofdvwabtes cast for each party, other socio-politmaanization,
in order to establish whether or not they have ggsise minimal threshold of representation.

(2) The minimal threshold of representation isakvs:

a. for a party or socio-political organisation %5of the valid votes in the country as a whole;

(3) Parties and other socio-political organizatiogxseiving less votes than the percentage spedifipdragraph (2)
shall be excluded from the award of mandates bgcéstbn of the Central Electoral Commission.

Article 87. Calculation of the Number of Mandates tained by the Electoral Contestants

(1) The distribution of parliamentary seats amohg tlectoral contestants shall be conducted byCésetral
Electoral Commission through a sequential divissbrthe number of valid votes cast for each elettoamdidate,
except for independent candidates, by 1, 2, 3, etc. up to the figure that corresponds to the bemof seats in
Parliament.

(2) Of the results of all divisions and of the nuanbf valid votes cast for independent candidaesnany numbers
shall be selected in declining order as there asmdates to be distributed. Parties and other spoldical
organizations shall receive as many mandates gothe numbers in the declining range.

(3) Independent candidates shall be consideredeeléicthey receive at least three percent of thi@dwotes cast in
the election throughout the republic.

Article 88. Award of Mandates

(1) The Central Electoral Commission shall awardhdades to electoral contestants in the order af thelusion on

the candidate lists, beginning with the first caladé on the list.

(2) If the last mandate to be awarded stands failensandidates with the same number of votes dastCentral

Electoral Commission shall award the mandate kg lehich fact shall be entered in a record.

(3) In the event a party or other socio-politicedanization is awarded a number of mandates hithiaer the number
of candidates on the list, the extra number sedeicteleclining order of the relevant organizatitialsbe eliminated,
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and replaced by a number selected in decliningrarfithe other electoral contestants.

(4) Individuals included on candidate lists who awat elected shall be declared deputy candidatesleputy
candidate shall be declared elected by the Cotistiml Court in the event that, for certain reascasdeputy
mandate owned by a party or socio-polticial orgatiin becomes vacant. The deputy candidate mageethe
deputy mandate by submitting a statement to tliatetfo the Constitutional Court.

(5) In the event that, after the election is held the mandates are awarded, the electoral contegte put forward
a candidate list is found not to have deputy caatésl on it, the vacant mandates shall be attribiatéke electoral
contestants following next in the declining ordemfied upon mandate award.

(6) In the event that the deputy mandate obtaiyetthd independent candidate becomes vacant, thigaCEtectoral
Commission shall restore the declining order exdgahe number of the respective candidate andidtiey the
following one.

Article 89. Confirmation of Results and Mandate Valdation by the Constitutional Court

(1) The Central Electoral Commission shall, withd8 hours of the election results tabulation, subtoit
Constitutional Court the acts mentioned in Artiéeand the lists of elected deputies and deputglidates.

(2) Within 10 days of the date of receiving docutseinom the Central Electoral Commission, but netobe the
final settlement by the law courts of the eventoahtestations deposited in accordance with the gohaes
established by the legislation, the Constitutid@alrt shall either confirm or not, through a demisithe legality of
the elections. Simultaneously, the Constitutionalu® shall validate the mandates of the electedutiep and
confirm the lists of alternate candidates.

(3) If the elections are declared valid, the CdnEkectoral Commission shall issue deputy licenseslected
candidates.

Article 90. Validation of Election Results by the @ntral Electoral Commission

(1) The protocol with respect to election resuitkgng with the decision of the Constitutional Coualidating
elections and at least two-thirds of the numbemahdates, shall be submitted, within two days, adié@nent. A
copy of these documents and the confirmed listaltefnate candidates shall be submitted to ther&leBtectoral
Commission.

(2) The Central Electoral Commission shall cause fihal election results to be published within Rdurs of
receiving them from the Constitutional Court.

Article 91. Invalid Elections
Elections under this Chapter shall be invalid iéslethan 1/3 of the voters included on the votelsrbbve
participated.

Article 92. Null Elections
Should the Constitutional Court determine thatmiyithe voting and vote counting the provisionshié Code were
violated and affected the voting results and awaydif mandates, the elections shall be declardd nul

Article 93. Repeat Elections

(1) If elections are declared null and void, thenttal Electoral Commission shall within two weekganize repeat
elections of the same electoral candidates anddbasehe same voter rolls and the same electorathails and
bureaus.

(2) Electoral candidates who committed violatiofigh® provisions of the Electoral Code shall bectaned, or
shall be excluded from the voting ballots) the basis of a final court decision, and electoral councils and
bureaus which committed such violations shall aeed.

(3) The repeat election shall be considered valihrdless of the number of voters participatindh@elections.

Article 94. New Elections

(1) In the event that the repeat elections areadedinull or invalid, Central Electoral Commissgirall establish the
date of new elections within 60 days of the day ddesctions were declared null and invalid.

(2) Upon early elections, if even the repeat ebmtiare declared void and null, President of thpuRkc of
Moldova shall establish by decree the date of niestiens observing the term indicated in Article @agraph (3)
of this Code.

(3) New elections shall be conducted pursuantitoGlode.

Title IV.

Election of the President of the Republic of Moldoa

[Title IV (Articles 95-117) is excluded via Law ha27-XIV of 21.09.2000]
[Title IV modified via Law no.1036-XIV of 09.06.200

[Title IV modified via Law no.268-XIV of 04.02.99]

Local Elections
Article 118. Applicability of this Title
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Provisions of this Title (Articles 118-140) shak lapplicable only to elections of mayors and cdlorsi in local
councils.

Article 119. Local Elections

(1) Mayors of towns (municipalities), villages (comnes) and councillors in district, town (municjpahd village
(commune) councils shall be elected by a univeesglial, direct, secret and freely expressed votea ffour year
term, which begins from the dateddlidation of the results of the local elections.

(2) The number of councillors shall be establishgdhe Law on Local Public Administration.

(3) In special status administrative-territoriaitanlocal elections shall be conducted under miows of this Code
and acts adopted by the representative authootitee relevant administrative-territorial units.

Article 120. Electoral Districts and Precincts. Ditrict Electoral Councils and Precinct Electoral Bureaus

(1) For conducting elections of local councils andyors, each district, special status autonomousirastrative
territorial unit, town (municipality), village (comune) shall constitute one electoral district. Tofmunicipality),
village (communal) electoral districts shall be ni@d by the district electoral councils of the setdavel
administrative-territorial units of the Republicbldova at least 45 days prior to election day.

(2) Town (municipality), village (communal) disttielectoral councils shall be established by theoisé level
administrative-territorial units' district electb@uncils of the Republic of Moldova at least 406 prior to election
day. District electoral councils are formed andreise their responsibilities, pursuant to Articl&s and 28 of this
Code, to be correspondingly applied. Upon new otigdalections, district electoral councils shadl established by
the Central Electoral Commission.

(3) Electoral districts for the election of localuncils and mayors shall be divided into precirfictavhich electoral
bureaus shall be set up. Precinct electoral burasuformed and exercise their responsibilitiessyant to Articles
29 and 30, to be correspondingly applied.

Article 121. Special Responsibilities of the Electal Councils
In localities where only one electoral precincfasmed for local elections, district electoral cailrshall exercise
the responsibilities of precinct electoral bureawall.

Article 122. Determination of Election Day

(1) The date of the general local or early electishall be established by a resolution of Parliamerater than 60
days before the election day.

(2) The date of the repeat, new and partial elastghall be determined by the Central Electoral @@sion under
this Code.

Article 123. Special Limitations on Voting Right

(1) The active-duty military shall not participatelocal elections.

(2) Voters who do not reside in the relevant adstrative-territorial unit may not participate iretkelections of the
local council and mayor.

Article 124. Special Qualifications for Being Eleatd

(1) The right to be elected as councillors to lamaincils is granted to the citizens of the RepubfiMoldova who
are eligible to vote, and have reached 18 yeaagefby and including on election day.

(2) The right to be elected mayor is granted toditizens of the Republic of Moldova who are ellgilo vote, and
have reached 25 years of age by and includingextieh day.

Article 125. Nomination, Submission of Candidacy ath Registration of Candidates
Nomination, submission of candidacy and registratid candidates shall be conducted according toptehzt
(Articles 41-44), to be applied correspondingly.

Article 126. Special Requirements for Nomination of Candidates by Parties, other Socio-political
Organisations

(1) Number of candidates for councilors in liste®wsld contain at least 1/2 of the number of mandatedlable for
the respective electoral district and at most fleputy candidates.

(2) Parties, other socio-political organisationgymaminate only one candidate for mayor per elettdistrict. One
person may not run in several electoral distri¢the same level.

(3) An individual may run for councilor position ioouncils of first level administrative-territoriainits of the
Republic of Moldova, as well as in that of the settevel administrative-territorial unit. An inddiial may run for
both mayor and local councilor, but not in morentloae electoral district of the same level.

Article 127. Special Requirements for Nomination ofndependent Candidates

Citizens of the Republic of Moldova may proposentkelves as independent candidates for electiomcaf touncil,
provided they are supported by two percent of tistridt voters, divided by the number of councifaositions
available to be filled through the election, but fess than 50 persons, and for mayor if they apparted by five
percent of the district voters, but not less th&@ toters and not more than 10,000 voters.
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Article 128. Voter rolls

Voter rolls for local elections shall be developpdrsuant to Chapter 5 (Articles 39-40), to be agupli
correspondinglyModification of the list of competitors is carried out pursuant to the provisions of article
80, which is to be applied correspondingly.

Article 129. Electoral Campaign
Electoral campaign shall be carried on during laattions pursuant to Chapter 7 of (Articles 4%-4@ be applied
correspondingly.

Article 130. Ballot-Papers

For election to councils of districts, towns (mupadities), villages (communes), and mayors of tewn
(municipalities), villages (communes) separatedigslshall be developed pursuant to Chapter 8 diqlaés 48-49),
to be applied correspondingly.

Article 131. Voting
Voting in local elections shall be conducted purdua Chapter 9 (Articles 50-55), to be appliedrespondingly.

Article 132. Summing up the Votes and Tabulation oElection Results

(1) Votes shall be counted and local electionslteshall be tabulated pursuant to Chapter 10 ¢hati56-62), to be
applied correspondingly.

(2) Number of votes cast for each candidate runfimgnayor and councillor positions; name and somaaf the
elected mayors and councillors; name of party, roffeeio-political organisation, which nominated rtheand/or
specification "independent candidate", shall bewtt into the protocol.

Article 133. Award of Council Mandates

(1) The mandate of councillor for district, town micipality) or village (commune) councils shall bearded by
the relevant district electoral councils.

(2) Seats in council shall be distributed amondigsrother socio-political organisations throughgential division
of the number of valid votes cast for each parthiepsocio-political organisation by 1,2,3,4....etp to the figure
that corresponds to the number of seats establfeinéke respective electoral district.

(3) From the results of all the divisions and thenber of valid votes cast for independent candgidtey shall
select in declining order as many numbers as thezemandates to be distributed in the electoraticlis The
guantity of numbers chosen in declining order & tlisposal of party, other socio-political orgatitsa, shall
correspond to the number of seats due to them.

(4) An independent candidate shall be considerected provided number of votes cast for him/hem#és into the
numbers selected in declining order.

(5) Council seats shall be distributed to candslatmning for council in the order of their regigton on the lists,
beginning with the list which received the mostesot

(6) If there is more than one candidate with thmesawumber of votes for the last non-distributedt,seestrict
electoral council shall award the mandate by faist, that shall be entered in a record.

(7) If a party, other socio-political organisatia;m awarded a number of mandates higher than thebewurof
candidates on its list, the extra number selectateclining order of the relevant organisation khaleliminated and
replaced by a number selected in declining ordéhn@bther electoral contestants.

(8) If only independent candidates run for coundistrict electoral council shall draw up a listiwthe number of
votes cast for them in declining order and awamhgeandidate one mandate until the mandates aeusted.

(9) Candidates included in the lists but who areahected shall be declared deputy candidatefidrevent a council
mandate belonging to a party, other socio-politmaanisation, becomes vacant before the end of, terwill be
awarded to one of the deputy candidates of theentisie party, in the order of their entry in thgtliin the event in
which the list of alternate candidates of a pastiner social-political organizations is exhaustbe, vacancy of the
mandate is filled by re-establishing the decreasimies excluding the respective electoral congresihd including
the decreasing number of other electoral compstftom the series.

(10) In the event that the mandate awarded to dep@ndent candidate becomes vacant, the vacantlybsha
completed by restoring the declining order, exalgdhumber belonging to the respective candidateireidding
the number following in the range.

(12) If only independent candidates are includedhenballot papers, in the event of a vacant mandhe deputy
candidate is awarded the mandate under par. (10).

(12) Mandates to deputy candidates shall be awargatie Central Electoral Commission, pursuanhte Article
and based on the documents stored by CEC.

Article 134. Election of the Mayor

(1) Candidates running for mayor shall be considlelected provided that they are cast more thahotfidhe valid
votes cast by all the voters who attended voting.

(2) If neither candidate running for the mayor gatld more than half of the valid votes cast, in weeks a second-
round election shall be conducted between the @alidates who gathered the greatest number of votésie
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first round of elections. These two candidates shall be entered in the ballots in decreasing
order of the number of votes gathered in the first round of elections. If more contestants in the first
round obtained an equal number of votes, disttetteral council shall select by lots who shall inrthe second
round and conclude a protocol thereupon, whichdhaetl be entered into a record.

(3) In the second-round election the candidate gdias the greatest number of votes shall be coresidelected,
regardless of the number of voters who took parthi election. Upon tie vote the candidate who weast the
highest number of votes in the first round shaltbesidered elected.

Article 135. Confirmation of Legality of the Elections and Validation of the Elected Candidates

(1) District electoral councils of the first levediministrative-territorial units submit protocoegarding the results of
the elections to the relevant district or munidigyakourts, whereas those of the second level adtnative-
territorial units to the courts where the elect@@lincils of the second level administrative-teriél units are based.
Chisinau municipality district electoral counciladhsubmit the relevant acts to the district couiniere the Chisinau
municipality district electoral council is situated

(2) The courts, within 10 days of receiving thetrili$ electoral councils' reports, shall either fion or not the
legality of the elections in every district by acton which they, within 24 hours of adoption, klsabmit to the
Central Electoral Commission and the respectiviidi®lectoral councils, which will publish thendil results.

(3) At the same time the courts shall validaterttandates of elected councillors and mayors andiaretitis in the
decision. Individuals elected to several positiomkich are defined in Article 7 of the Law on th&@tBs of Local
Elected Officers, shall submit to court their apfaioto be validated on of those positions. Counesllsalso confirm
the list of deputy candidates.

(4) The council shall be considered legally cont when mandates of at least 2/3 of the total baunof
councillors are validated.

(5) The district electoral council shall issue e &lected councillors and mayors licensees acupri the design
approved by the Central Electoral Commission.

Article 136. Invalid Elections

The election shall be considered invalid in certdistricts if less than 1/4 of the number of votexduded on voter
rolls have participated in the election. The decisio declare the election invalid shall be adofdigdhe Central
Election Commission based on the decisions andrdents received from the district electoral councils

Article 137. Null Elections

The election shall be declared null if serious afimns of this Code have been committed during efeetoral
operations affecting the results of voting and #weard of mandates. The decision regarding the deida of
elections null shall be adopted by the CEC basetth@ulecisions by the respective courts.

Article 138. Repeat Elections

(1) If in certain districts or precincts, electiomgve been declared null or invalid, the CentralcEral Commission
within two weeks shall organize repeat electionhwie same candidates and electoral councils anehbs and
using the same voter rolls.

[Paragraph 1 art.138 modified via the Law no.796-6i25.01.2002]

(2) Electoral contestants found guilty of violatsoof provisions of the Electoral Code shall nottipgrate in the
repeat election and shall be excluded (deleted) tize voting balloton the basis of a final court decision.
The electoral councils and bureaus, which commitezh violations, shall be replaced.

(3) Repeat voting is conducted in strict compliance with the provisions of chapter 9 and 10
and is considered valid irrespective of the number of voters who participated in the voting.

Article 139. New Elections
(1) New elections shall be declared if:

a. the local council has resigned, has been disdplr has become less than 1/3 in the numberlissiadh by
the Law on Local Public Administration;

b. the mayor has resigned, was revoked or is Hettalexercise his/her mandate any longer;
c. after the repeat election the council and/orandmas not been elected;

e. if upon administrative-territorial reorganisatidocal public administration bodies (councils,ymis) have to
be elected in the newly established administratévatorial units.

(2) If the vacancy for the position of mayor emerge the last year before the expiry of the mandate new

elections shall be organized for the position ofara
(3) The new elections date shall be determinechbyCentral Electoral Commission no later than 6@ deefore the
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day of election at the proposal of the authorityhaf local public administration.
(4) The new elections shall be conducted in compkawith the provisions of this Code.

Article 140. Partial Elections

(1) The Central Electoral Commission within two Weeahall determine partial elections in one or sgvdistricts if
after the elections the established number of dtarschave not been elected.

(2) Partial elections for the vacant mandates dlettonducted pursuant to the provisions of thiegit Il and V.

(3) The partial elections shall be determined ke ribsolution of the Central Electoral Commissionater than 60
days before the election day.

Article 141. Applicability of this Chapter
The provisions of this Title (Articles 141 - 202hadl be applicable only to the organization and crant of
republican and local referenda.

Chapter 13. Republican Referendum

Article 142. Republican Referendum

(1) Republican referenda are held in view of folféint of the power of the people and of citizen trighparticipate
directly in the administration of public affairs.

(2) The vote in the referendum is universal, egsetret and freely expressed, pursuant to the aimt and this
Code.

(3) The decisions adopted based on republicanenedier have supreme juridical power upon their covtion by
the Constitutional Court, and have binding effactrgwhere on the territory of the Republic of Moldo

Article 143. Types of Republican Referenda

(1) Upon the type of question subject to referengpublican referenda may be constitutional, ledisé and
consultative.

(2) Constitutional referenda consider issues rdl&deConstitution revision.

(3) Legislative referenda consider draft laws anemf the their provisions of major importance.

(4) Consultative referenda consider issues of natiomterest, in order to consult public opinion sarch issues and
for further adoption of relevant final decisions dgympetent public bodies. The text of the questiglbmitted for the
consultative referendum is edited in a neutral reganrithout ambiguities or suggestions of the amswe

Article 144. Initiating Republican Referendum
(1) A republican referendum may be initiated by:

a. at least 200,000 citizens of the Republic of d@eh eligible to vote. In case of constitutiondierendum,
provisions of Article 141 letter a) paragraph (1}he Constitution shall be applied;

b. no less than 1/3 of the members of Parliament;
c. President of the Republic of Moldova;
d. Government.

(2) Those mentioned in paragraph (1) may initiaie tgpe of referendum provided in Article 143.

(3) If the referendum is initiated by those menéidrin paragraph (1) letter a), petitions shall iached to the
proposal on initiating the referendum.

(4) The proposal on initiating the referendum sialude problems subject to referendum statedrigleavoiding
misinterpretation as well as the aim of conductimg referendum and the date. Issues running cotmtach other
shall not be subject to referendum.

Article 145. Restrictions Imposed on Conducting Regblican Referendum

(1) A republican referendum may not be held initeries under a state of war or emergency, noriwit?0 days
after the respective state is suspended or teradnéftthe referendum was already established poidhe first day
of the state of war or emergency being declarezh the referendum shall be countermanded or posthgursuant
to the terms of determining referenda provided ligr this Code. The decision to postpone or countedma
referendum shall be adopted by the body which e decision to hold the republican referendum.

(2) A republican referendum cannot take place peaod within 120 days before or after the day aflipmentary,
or local elections or the day of another referendasnwell as on the day of their conduct.

Article 146. Issues which May be Proposed for Repliban Referendum
(1) The following may be questions for republicaferendum:

a. adoption of the Constitution of the Republidvadidova;
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b. approval of constitutional laws adopted by tteliBment revising provisions regarding the sougrgy,
independence and unity of the state, as well agsseelated to the permanent neutrality of theestat

c. other issues of national interest.
(2) Itis binding to organise and hold referendahmissues indicated in letter b) paragraph (1).

Article 147. Issues Which May not Be Subject to Refblican Referendum
The following may not be questions for Republicaferendum:

a. issues related to the state budget, taxes;
b. issues regarding amnesty or pardon;
c. extraordinary or emergency measures for estabjgpublic order, health or security;

d. electing, appointing or dismissing persons fofffom positions which is the competence of Paréatn
Government or President of the Republic of Moldova;

e. issues which are the competence of judicial prodecution bodies may not be proposed for refemand
either.

Article 148. Initiating Referenda for Constitution Revision

(1) Referenda for constitution revision are ing@in compliance with Article 141 of the Constiturti

(2) The proposal on conducting a referenda for Gii®n revision is submitted to the Constitutib@ourt, which

is obliged within 10 days to review the constitatidity of the issues to be subject to referenda tangresent a
notification.

(3) After Constitutional Court reviews the condiibnality of the issues to be subject to refereritlg, proposal on
conducting a referendum together with the notif@aiof the Constitutional Court are submitted foe tParliament
examination.

(4) Constitution revision may not be question feferendum if it will result in violation of fundam&l human
rights and freedoms.

(5) If both Parliament and citizens simultaneouisiifiate the revision of the same Constitution pstmns, the
examination of the said provisions in Parliamertistease.

Article 149. Excluded

Article 150. Resolution or Decree on EstablishingfdRepublican Referenda
(1) Within six months of receiving proposals ortiating a referendum, Parliament shall adopt ontheffollowing
resolutions:

a. regarding establishing of the referendum witttifeast 60 days of adopting the resolution;
b. regarding the refusal to conduct the propostderdum, in case the latter is initiated by degsyti
c. regarding solving issues proposed for referenditimout further conducting it.

(2) In the resolution or the decree regarding tbadact of the republican referendum shall be spetithe
determined date of referendum, name of the lavesolution to be adopted, and questions proposewferendum.

Article 151. Determining the Referendum

(1) The date of republican referendum shall berdeted by Parliament, through resolution, if théiative to
conduct the referendum belongs to citizens or mesntieParliament; by the President of the Reputdidoldova,
if the initiative to hold the referendum belongshtm/her, and in such a case shall be a considtatie.

(2) The referendum shall be determined for no ldtan 60 days before the date of the referendum.

Article 152. Initiation of Referendum by Citizens

(1) Citizens shall establish a citizen initiativeogp to initiate a republican referendum. An ititia group is
established at citizen meetings attended by at B@G citizens eligible to vote. No later than 1dysl before the
meeting, the initiators shall notify the local gowment of the locality in written form where the etieag shall be
held, time, place, and objective of that meeting.

(2) Before the meeting, the participants shall égistered and their last and first names and aselseshall be
entered on a list.

(3) A chairperson and a secretary of the meetiradl fe elected. During the meeting, the opportutityold the
referendum shall be discussed and the questidmes pooposed for referendum shall be determined.

(4) In the event that the majority of participaimshe meeting vote for the referendum, an ini&tgroup shall be
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established to organise the collection of signatuifdne group shall be constituted of at least ifeas eligible to

vote. The group shall elect from among its membeesexecutive bureau including a chairperson, e-tltairperson
and a secretary who will represent the group agedruose its activity.

(5) A protocol of the meeting shall be preparedtaiming the results of the vote on the issues uohetlin the

agenda. The documents of the meeting - list ofig@pants, protocol, clearly and correctly deterndirguestions
proposed for referendum, and list of the citizatidtive group members including their identity @ashall be signed
by the chairperson and secretary of the meeting.

Article 153. Registration of Citizen Initiative Groups
(1) The citizen initiative group for holding thefeeendum shall be registered with the Central Bled¢tCommission.
For registration, the group shall submit to theraiiu

a. documents of the citizen meeting which eleckedinitiative group, confirmed by the mayor of tleality
where the meeting took place;

b. consent of the members of the initiative graupdillect signatures in support of the referendum;
c. application for registration.

(2) The Central Electoral Commission within 15 dayseceiving the documents mentioned in paragfaplof this
Article shall adopt a resolution regarding eithiee tegistration of the initiative group or the uto register the
group. The resolution regarding the registrationtlod initiative group shall provide the terms fagrature
collection, which may be no shorter than two morthd no longer than three months.

(3) Upon registration, members of the initiativegp shall be issued certificates according to #sgh established
by the Central Electoral Commission.

(4) The data regarding the registration of thdatiite group and the questions to be put up foereefdum shall be
made public through mass media.

Article 154. Signature Collection

(1) From the registration day, members of theatiite group are entitled to freely collect signatufor holding the
referendum (hereinafter referred to as petitions).

(2) Signatures shall be collected according tockatd2 hereof, to be correspondingly applied.

Article 155. Special Requirements for Petitions
Prior to collecting the signatures, the questiamegions) proposed for referendum shall be writiereach sheet of
the petition. Collection of signatures on petitiavithout the text of questions being written onnthis prohibited.

Article 156. Responsibility for Accuracy of Petitins

(1) The individual who gathers voters' signaturesnsign every sheet of the petition and make a twthe effect
that the collector personally collected the sigregand confirmed the identity of the persons whesaes appear
on that sheet by verifying their ID. Each petit&irall be certified by the relevant local public adlistration bodies.
(2) Members of the initiative group must warn tleegons that they can sign only one petition.

(3) Petitions that have data entered before thiafivie group was registered or petitions whichéaet been signed
by the signature collector, or have not been ¢edtiby the stamp of the local public administratimdies, shall be
considered null and void.

Article 157. Submission and Review of Petitions

(1) No later than on the last day of the signattwdection term, the initiative group shall develapprotocol

indicating the number of collected signatures, dage when initiative group was registered, anddéke when the
collection of signatures was concluded. The prdtegmed by the members of the initiative groupetibgr with the
petitions shall be submitted to the Central Eleadt@ommission.

(2) Within 15 days of petitions submission, Centctoral Commission shall check authenticity bef signatures
(all or at random) on the submitted lists. Signesulby persons who have signed twice or more timegpétitions
shall be excluded. Petitions found in breach oicket156, par. (1) thereof shall be annulled. Uperification of

petitions, CEC shall develop a protocol and adagtsalution regarding holding the referendum.

(3) In the event that the required number of sigrest was not submitted, the CEC shall adopt augsnlrefusing

to hold the referendum and suspending the registraf the citizen initiative group.

(4) Protocol on the verification of petitions, Viegd petitions, and CEC' resolution regarding thitiation of the

referendum shall be submitted to the PermanentaBuoé Parliament within three days.

Article 158. Electoral Districts, Precincts, Electoal Councils and Bureaus

(1) For administration of the republican referend@&EC shall form administrative electoral distrjothich shall
correspond to the second level administrativetteial units of the Republic of Moldova, and distrielectoral
councils pursuant to the provisions of the Arti2ziehereof, to be correspondingly applied.

(2) The responsibilities of the district electocaluncils shall be those provided in Article 28 bistCode, to be
correspondingly applied.
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(3) Electoral district shall be divided into precis, pursuant to Article 29 of this Code, to beregpondingly
applied. A precinct electoral bureau shall be fainfar each precinct and exercise its responsigdjtpursuant to
Article 29 and 30 of this Code, to be corresponlyirgplied.

(4) Authority of district councils and precinct leawus shall expire upon the confirmation of repuanliceferendum
results by the Constitutional Court.

(5) Where the electoral district stands for onlyedocality and only one precinct, no precinct burehall be
established, its responsibilities shall be exetclsgthe district electoral council.

Article 160. Granting Support, Organizing Activity, Changing Membership and Disbanding Electoral
Councils and Bureaus for Referendum

Granting support, organizing activity, changing nbenship and dismissing councils and bureaus fareaeflum
shall be conducted pursuant to Articles 31-34 f @ode, to be correspondingly applied.

Article 161. Lists of Citizens Eligible to Participate in Referenda
The lists of citizens eligible to participate irethepublican referenda (voter rolls) shall be daepetl in compliance
with Chapter 5 (Articles 39-40) hereof, to be cependingly applied.

Article 162. Ballot Papers

(1) Ballot papers shall contain the text of the gjiom or the draft law proposed for republican refelum. To the
right of the question or draft law two rectangletghwhe words "for" and "against" shall be placedtbe horizontal,
and under them two circles shall be placed.

(2) In case the referendum proposal contains nfme bne separate question, each question shalliftecoon a
different ballot-paper. In case several referendateld at the same time, the ballot-papers shalbfbdifferent
colour.

(3) Ballot papers shall be developed in accordavittethe Law on languages spoken in the Republigloldova.

(4) Ballots shall be printed in a quantity that slomt exceed the number of voters in the district.

(5) Ballots with the same question shall be printedhe same format, with the same font, on papeh® same
colour and density.

(6) The design and text of ballots and the modgbrotocols of electoral councils and bureaus fer tdpublican
referendum shall be approved by the Central Elattdommission.

(7) Ballots shall be distributed to district elaetiocouncils three days prior to the republicarerefidum and to the
precinct electoral bureaus one day prior to theregfdum.

Article 163. Agitation for Referendum
Debates on the questions proposed for referendwuth Is& conducted pursuant to Article 47 of this €otb be
correspondingly applied.

Article 164. Voting

(1) Voting in the republican referendum shall bef@ened pursuant to Chapter 9 (Articles 50-55)hi$ Code, to be
correspondingly applied.

(2) Voters shall fill out the ballots by applyiniget "Voted" stamp inside one of the two circles urttie rectangles
with the words "for" or "against”, thus expressthgir will.

Article 165. Monitoring Republican Referendum and ts Mass Media Coverage
Observation and coverage of the organization amdirigpthe referendum shall be conducted, pursua@thapter 11
(Articles 63-64) of this Code, to be correspondyrapplied.

Article 166. Counting the Votes and Summing up Refendum Results

(1) The results of the republican referendum ghalsummed up under Chapter 10 (Articles 56-60hisf €ode, to
be correspondingly applied.

(2) The number of votes cast for " for " and "agaihshall be entered into record on summing upréfierendum
results.

(3) The results of the referendum shall be examie@EC, which shall adopt a resolution on this.

Article 167. Validation of Republican Referendum Reults

(1) The CEC resolution and the protocol regardihg tesults of the referendum shall be submittedht®
Constitutional Court.

(2) The Constitutional Court within 10 days shatbmine the documents received from the CEC and shher
confirm or contest the results of the republicadenendum.

Article 168. Adoption, Publication and Enactment ofReferendum Proposal

(1) A republican referendum proposal shall be atergid adopted if it gains the majority of votersovwgarticipated
in the referendum. In the event that the draft obastitutional law is proposed for referendunshiéll be considered
adopted if it obtains at least half of the votedtes entered on voter rolls.

(2) The adopted referendum proposal shall be pudadisn a special issue of the Official Monitor b&tRepublic of
Moldova. Date of adoption is considered the daynuptiich the referendum was conducted. The propsisall
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come into effect upon its publishing in the Offididonitor or on the date specified in its text.

Article 169. Repeal and Amendment of Resolution Adued during Republican Referendum
A referendum proposal may be repealed or amend®digh republican referendum, or through the prosiu
provided for the repeal of the Constitution.

Article 170. Documents of Republican Referendum
Referendum documents shall be stored pursuantticdl\62 of this Code to be correspondingly applied

Article 171. Invalid Republican Referendum
The CEC shall declare a referendum invalid if lgsm 3/5 of the voters included on voter rolls iggyated in the
referendum.

Article 172. Null Referendum

The Constitutional Court shall declare a referendumi throughout the republic or in certain admirative-
territorial units, if serious violations of this @e occurred during the voting and vote counting affdcted the
results of the referendum.

Article 173. Repeat Republican Referendum

(1) In the event that the referendum is declardt the CEC within one month shall organise a répeterendum,
throughout the republic or in certain administratterritorial units.

(2) The electoral councils and bureaus guilty olations of the provisions of the Electoral Codelkhe replaced.
(3) The repeat republican referendum shall be ézgdrand conducted under this Title and Code.

Article 174. New Referendum
A republican referendum for the same proposal mayhéld in at least two years after the day of thevipus
referendum.

Chapter 14. Local Referendum

Article 175. Local Referendum

Local referendum is the vote of the people on isso& special interest for the village (commune)wrio
(municipality), district, special status adminisitva-territorial unit. Mayors of villages (commureand towns
(municipalities) are revoked through local refenemd

Article 176. Restrictions on Holding Local Referendm

(1) A local referendum may not be held in terriéggriunder a state of war, occupation or emergerfcthel
referendum date is established for the day, onlwaiter the state of war, occupation or emergesdeclared, then
the referendum shall be countermanded or postpgnesdyant to the terms of determining referenda&igeal for by
this Code.

(2) Local referendum may not be conducted 120 geaigs or after the day of conducting any type afotlons or
referendum in the same territory, unless conductethe same day.

(3) The decision to postpone local referendum shalladopted by the Central Electoral Commissiorthat
recommendation of the local council or the represtere authority of the special status administextierritorial
unit, which issued the decision to hold the refdrem.

(4) Local referendums on revoking mayors may bisitéid one year after the respective mayor has ineeffice or
after the last referendum to revoke his/her mandateheld. Referendums to revoke mayors may natiti@ted six
months before the termination of their mandate.

Article 177. Issues that May be Proposed for LocdReferendum

(1) Issues that are of special importance for #spective locality and that fall in the competenédocal public
administration bodies may be proposed for locaneafdum.

(2) A referendum to revoke a mayor may be initiattten a mayor does not act in the interests ofldbal

community, does not exercise his/her powers ofllelescted officer adequately and in accordance wittient laws
or breaches moral and ethical norms, which faoctsl e be confirmed in the established manner.

Article 178. Issues which May not be Proposed foracal Referendum
The following issues may not be proposed for refdéue:

a. taxes and budget;
b. extraordinary or emergency measures for estabtjpublic order, health or security;

c. electing, appointing or dismissing persons fufffom positions which are the competence of Peudiat,
Government or President of the Republic of Moldova;
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d. the revocation of a mayor through a final decisif the court;
e. issues in the competence of Court and Prosezofffice;

f. modifying administrative-territorial subordinati of localities, except for the cases providedhi& Law on
Special Legal Status of Gagauzia (Gagauz-Yeri).

Article 179. Determining the Date of Local Referendm

The date of local referendum is determined by tbat@l Electoral Commission at the recommendatiovilage
(commune), town (municipality), or rayonal counoit representative bodies of special status admértise-
territorial units.

Article 180. Initiating Local Referendum
A local referendum may be initiated by:

a. half of the elected councilors, whereas in th&eoof revocation of the mayor through secret ball@/3 of
the number of elected councils;

b. mayor of the village (commune), town (municipgli except where a referendum to revoke the masor
being initiated;

c. representative bodies of special status admatiia-territorial units;
d. 10% of the citizens eligible to vote, resideftthe respective administrative-territorial unit.

Article 181. Registration of Citizen Initiative Group

(1) In the event that the initiative to hold a refedum comes from citizens, a citizen initiativeowy shall be
established, including no less than 20 citizergildk to vote and residing in the respective adstiative-territorial
unit. At least 30 citizens should participate a thunding meeting of the initiative group. At lettiree days before
the meeting, the initiators shall communicate ®rayor in written form the time, place and ainthaf meeting.

(2) A citizen initiative group is registered by tlaeal public administration bodies, within fiveydaof the date of
submitting the application, the protocol of estsifatnent, and the questions proposed for the refarentivhere a
referendum on revoking the mayor is being initiatdte initiative group is to be registered by thstritt or
municipal court where the respective locality isigied.

(3) In the decision of registration the term fagreture collection, no less than 30 days and neri@n 60 days, as
well as the questions subject to the referendurt sbatated.

(4) Upon registration of the citizen initiative gym its members shall be issued certificates adugrb a design
established by the Central Electoral Commission.

(5) The information regarding the registrationtué titizen initiative group shall be publishedhe tocal press.

Article 182. Collecting Signatures

(1) Members of the citizen initiative group regist in keeping with Article 181 shall have the tigb collect
signatures for holding local referendum.

(2) Signatures shall be collected according tocdaté42 of this Code, to be correspondingly applied.

(3) For holding a local referendum, at least 10%vatiers signatures entitled to vote and residinghi relevant
administrative-territorial unit are necessary.

Article 183. Special Requirements for Petitions
The question (questions) proposed for referenduall &fe written on each sheet of the petition. Guitn of
signatures on petitions without the text of quesibeing written on them is prohibited.

Article 184. Responsibility for Accuracy of Petitims

(1) The person collecting the signatures shall stgoh sheet of the petitions. Above the signatwléector's

signature at the end of each sheet of names ghdlaa an attestation to the effect that the calepersonally
collected the signatures and verified the idendftyhe persons whose names appear on that sheet] ba their ID.
Each petition shall be authenticated by applyirggstamp of the local authorities.

(2) Persons collecting signatures on the petitisimsll bear responsibility for the authenticity dktdata on the
petitions, and shall avert the person who signshtbshe may sign only one petition list.

(3) Petitions on which data have been entered bedfar initiative group was registered or petitisrfich have not
been signed by the signature collector, or havebeen certified by the stamp of the local publienadstration

bodies, shall be considered null and void.

Article 185. Submission and Review of Petitions

(1) Petitions shall be submitted, after autheniticatto the local council or to the representabeelies of the special
status administrative-territorial units. Where d&erendum to revoke the mayor is being initiatedtitiops are
submitted to the district or municipal court whéme respective locality is situated.
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(2) Petitions submitted by citizen initiative grosipall be reviewed within 15 days. Signatures kngqes who have
signed the petitions twice or more times, shallelzeluded. If upon the review it is found out thhe trequired
number of signatures has not been collected, tiepriocedure shall be suspended and the registr@tiine citizen
initiative group shall be cancelled.

Article 186. Adoption and Publication of the Decisin Regarding the Conduct of Local Referendum

(1) Within 15 days after submitting the petitiorrstloe adoption of the decision of the local coungilthe executive
body of the administrative-territorial unit or dfet mayor, the respective local council or the repnéative bodies of
special status administrative-territorial unit $kegther approve or reject the proposal to holditteal referendum.
(2) The decision on conducting the referendum stwaitain:

a. proposal on the date of the referendum, no saba& one month and no latter than 45 days ofithethe
decision was adopted,;

b. questions proposed for referendum;

c. the reasons for revoking the mayor, where aeaflum to that effect is proposed.
(3) Language of the questions subject to referendball be clear so that a double interpretationds possible.
Conflicting issues may not be proposed for the seaferendum.

(4) The decision to conduct local referendum si@linade public within three days of the day of didop

Article 187. Electoral Districts and Precincts
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(1) For conducting local referendum, the followielgctoral districts (according to the case) shallelstablished:
villages (communes), towns (municipalities), dittror special status administrative-territoriaitsin

(2) Electoral districts shall be established by@eatral Electoral Commission at the recommendaifdocal public

administration bodies, at least 30 days prior taloeferendum.

(3) Precincts shall be formed by the relevant dis&rlectoral councils at least 20 days prior toaloreferendum on
basis of proposals of the mayoralty.

(4) Precincts shall be formed pursuant to admististe-territorial principles, by dividing localitieinto precincts
including at least 30 and at most 3,000 votersciRets shall be numbered.

(5) Where the electoral district includes only daeality and only one precinct has been establistieg district

electoral council shall exercise the responsibgitf the precinct electoral bureau.

Article 188. Establishment of Electoral Councils ad Bureaus for Local Referendum

(1) District councils for referendum shall be fomgy the Central Electoral Commission, at the reo@mdation of
local councils or representative bodies of paréesl social-political organizations represented arliBment,
administrative-territorial units, including 5-11 mébers, no later than 25 days prior to the dat@dcdllreferendum,
the mode of organization and their functions aiutdted in Articles 27 and 28.

(2) Precinct bureaus established for the locakeefdum shall be formed by district electoral colmestablished for
the local referendum, at the recommendation ofllgeiblic administration bodies, parties and sopalitical
organizations represented in the Parliament, imetud-11 members, no later than 20 days prior ¢odhte of local
referendum, the mode of organization and theirtions are stipulated in the Articles 29 and 30.

(3) Chairpersons of rayon electoral councils, Qlsigi municipality electoral council and special stat
administrative-territorial units' electoral courscéstablished for the conduct of local referendball e elected by
the relevant local councils.

(4) Electoral councils and bureaus formed to cohtlue referendum may not include councilors of lagauncils,
members of the initiative group, members of pamiesther socio-political organizations runningelections.

(5) During the first session of the second levehanistrative-territorial unit district electoral ancil established for
the conduct of local referendum, the deputy-chagpe and the secretary of the council shall betedeby a vote of
the majority of its members, whereas at the fiesisgon of the village (communal), city (municipalkgctoral council
and precinct electoral bureau the chairperson,tgeghairperson, and the secretary of the burealli lsh&lected.

(6) Within two days of the date of establishmelgctoral councils and bureaus shall make publig thembership,
address, and telephone numbers.

(7) The authority of the electoral councils anddaws shall expire after validation of the referendasults.

Article 189. Cumulating Electoral Councils and Bur@aus Mandate

In the event that the local referendum is held #immeously with (local, parliamentary) elections republican
referendum, electoral councils and bureaus estedali@nd functioning pursuant to Chapter 3 of thigl€; shall
exert the functions and responsibilities of thermilg and bureaus for the conduct of the referendum
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Article 190. Granting Assistance, Organizing the Atvity, Modifying the Composition, and Disbanding
Councils and Bureaus for Referendum

Granting assistance, organizing the activity, madg the compaosition, and disbanding the counaild laureaus for
referendum shall be conducted pursuant to Arti¢k83 of this Code, to be correspondingly applied.

Article 191. Responsibilities of Councils and Bureas for the Conduct of the Local Referendum
Electoral councils and bureaus established for dbeduct of local referendum shall have the resitgs
provided in Articles 28, 30 of this Code, to berespondingly applied.

Article 192. Lists of Citizens Eligible to Participate in Referendum
The lists of citizens eligible to participate iretlocal referendum (voter rolls) shall be developatsuant to Chapter
5, (Article 39-40) of this Code, to be correspomdiyrapplied.

Article 193. Ballot Papers

(1) The ballot papers shall contain the text of gnestion proposed for referendum, to the rightheftext on the
horizontal two rectangles shall be placed with wards "for" and "against”, and under them two @sckhall be
placed.

(2) In case the referendum proposal contains nfme bne separate question, each question shalliftecoon a
different ballot-paper. In the event that seveedérenda are held at the same time or the refenensiineld at the
same time with elections, the ballot papers shattdifferent color.

(3) Ballots shall be compiled pursuant to the Lawlanguages spoken on the territory of the RepudflMoldova.
(4) Ballots shall be printed in a quantity that siloet exceed the number of voters in the district.

(5) Ballots with the same question shall be printethe same format, with the same font, on papénesame color
and density.

(6) Design of the ballots and of the protocols loé lectoral councils and the electoral bureauthefpolling
stations, established for local referendum shakdtablished by the Central Electoral Commissidmeneas the text
of the ballots by the district electoral councils.

(7) Ballots shall be distributed to precinct bureéwo days prior to the date of the referendum.

Article 194. Agitation
Free debates upon the issues proposed for loeakrefum shall be conducted pursuant to Articlefaiie Code, to
be correspondingly applied.

Article 195. Voting

(1) Voting in the referendum shall be carried outgoant to Chapter 9, (Articles 50-55) of this Cotle be
correspondingly applied.

(2) Voters shall fill out the ballot by applying Bed" stamp inside one of the two circles underrémtangles with
the words "for" and "against", thus expressingrtii.

Article 196. Counting the Votes and Summing up LodaReferendum Results

(1) Local referendum results shall be summed upsyant to Chapter 10 (Articles 56-60) of this Cotiebe
correspondingly applied.

(2) The number of the votes cast for "for" and ‘lagtl shall be entered separately on a protocasumming the
results.

(3) The results of the referendum shall be exambethe district electoral council which shall atlagesolution in
this respect.

Article 197. Validation of the Local Referendum Reslts

(1) The district council, within two days of theteemination of results, shall submit to the courthe respective
territory the report on the conduct of the referangto which the protocol of the precinct electaralincil and of
the electoral bureaus of the polling stations, sasttomplaints, as well as a description on ttauti®n, shall be
attached. Chisinau municipality council shall subtiné respective acts to the Tribunal of the Claigsimunicipality.
(2) The court, within ten days of receiving thesagtentioned in paragraph (1) of this Article, stwalhfirm or not
the legality of the conduct of local referendum #sdesults.

(3) Within 24 hours of adoption, the court rulingisall be transmitted to the Central Electoral Cossion and
district electoral council established for referemy which shall publish the final results of thedbreferendum.

Article 198. Adoption, Repeal, and Amendment of Refrendum Proposal by Referendum

(1) A local referendum proposal shall be considexddpted by referendum if it gains the majorityofers votes
who participated in the referendum. A referendunppsal is referred to as being adopted on the gdap which the
referendum was conducted.

(2) When a mayor is revoked through referendum,Gkatral Electoral Commission determines the dteeav
elections for mayor, pursuant to Title V (Articl&€$8-140) thereof, which is to be applied corresjrugig.

(3) Adopted referendum proposal may be repealedneended by local referendum, or by the decisiorthef
relevant local council, adopted by the vote of &f3the councillors, pursuant to the Law on LocalbRu
Administration.
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Article 199. Invalid Local Referendum

The referendum shall be declared invalid, if léemthalf of voters included on the voter rolls haeéed. Decision
on declaring the local referendum invalid is addpby the Central Election Commission on basis afudeents
presented by the district electoral councils.

Article 200. Null Local Referendum
Local referendum shall be declared null by courbtighout the entire district or only in the pret¢jnf serious
violations of this Code occurred during the votargl vote counting affecting the results of theneridum.

Article 201. Repeat Local Referendum

If the referendum is declared null, bodies whiclo@tdd the decision to conduct the referendum dbragihnise,
within two weeks, a repeat referendum. The courarild bureaus for conduct of referendum, held resiptenfor
violations of the provisions of the Electoral Codkall be replaced.

Article 202. New Local Referendum
New local referendum on the same issues may beuctedino sooner than a year of the previous redeiran
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