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Brief Filed by CGRS in L-R- 
 
 
Overview of the Attached Brief 
The attached brief was filed by the Center for Gender & Refugee Studies (CGRS or Center) at the 
immigration court on March 10, 2010, following remand by the Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) in 
the matter of L-R-. Identifying information has been redacted in accordance with the wishes of the 
applicant.  The brief addresses intimate partner domestic violence and child abuse as bases for asylum. 
It argues that the lead applicant was persecuted on account of membership in the social group of 
“Mexican women in domestic relationships who are unable to leave,” and that her children were 
persecuted on account of membership in the group of “Mexican children in families.”  
 
Organizational Overview 
The Center provides legal expertise, training, and resources to attorneys representing asylum seekers, 
advocates to protect refugees, advances refugee law and policy, and uses domestic, regional and 
international human rights mechanisms to address the root causes of persecution.   
 
Technical Assistance Provided by CGRS  
As part of our core programs, CGRS engages in technical assistance and country conditions research for 
attorneys with gender-based, LGBTI, and child asylum claims.  We provide free invaluable resources: 
legal consultation, country conditions information, practice advisories, unpublished immigration judge 
and Board of Immigration Appeals decisions, sample briefs, and expert witness affidavits developed by 
leading authorities in their fields in collaboration with CGRS.  CGRS appears as amicus counsel or co-
counsel in high impact cases.  To request assistance from CGRS, please visit our website at 
http://cgrs.uchastings.edu/assistance/.   
 
Help CGRS Track Case Outcomes  
CGRS continuously updates and adds to our database of more than 7,000 case records involving gender-
based, LGBT, and child asylum claims in the United States.  In addition to tracking developments in 
individual cases, the database helps us monitor trends in refugee adjudication across the country, 
enabling us to hold decision makers accountable to their obligations under domestic and international 
law and to provide greater transparency in the asylum system.  Our ability to track cases and monitor 
patterns informs CGRS appellate and policy advocacy, and this in turn further informs our technical 
assistance.  To report the outcome in gender-based, LGBT and child asylum claims, please email the 
Center at cgrs@uchastings.edu.   
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