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1. The Conmittee considered the twelfth to fifteenth periodic reports of
Romania (CERD/ C/363/Add.1) at its 1336th and 1337th neetings (see
CERD/ C/ SR. 1336 and 1337), on 3 and 4 August 1999, and adopted, at its 1360th
neeting (see CERD/ C/ SR.1360), on 19 August 1999, the follow ng concluding
observations.

A. Introduction

2. The Committee welcomes the report submitted by the Governnent of
Ronani a, together with the additional information provided by the del egation
inreply to the questions and observations by nenbers of the Committee during
the oral consideration of the report. The Committee notes with appreciation
the particular effort nmade to respond to concerns and requests for information
expressed by the Committee on the occasion of the consideration of the
previ ous periodic report in 1995.

B. Positive aspects

3. Note is taken with satisfaction of the |egislative neasures adopted
since the consideration of the previous periodic report which are relevant to
the inplenentation of the Convention, such as the Act regulating the
institution of the People's Advocate and its entry into operation, and al so
the Act regulating the status of refugees.

4. Note is taken with interest of the establishnent within the Executive
of a Governnental Departnent for the Protection of National Mnorities. In
connection with the Roma, note is taken of the establishment, wthin that
Department, of the National Ofice for Rona and of the efforts nmade at the
inter-mnisterial level to coordinate policies in support of this mnority.

5. The efforts nade to put into practice human rights education programes,
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sonme of which are intended for |aw enforcenment officials, are wel coned. Note
is taken of the efforts to nake the police nmore efficient and respectful of
the rights of individuals in general and of minorities in particular

6. The efforts ained at facilitating access to nother-tongue education for
menbers of national mnorities are al so wel coned.

7. Note is taken with interest of the increase in the nunber of persons
bel onging to national mnorities who are nenbers of the organs of the
Legi sl ature and the Executive, and al so of |ocal administrative bodies.

8. The Committee takes note with satisfaction of the submission to
Parliament of bills for the ratification of the amendments to article 8,
paragraph 6, of the Convention, approved at the fourteenth neeting of States
parties to the Convention, and for approval of the declaration provided for
in article 14 of the Convention.

D. Principal subjects of concern

9. Concern is expressed that the provisions of Romanian |egislation naking
puni shabl e acts of racial discrimnation by individuals, are not in full
conformity with the provisions of article 2, paragraph 1 (d), of the
Convention. The fact that Ilegislation contains no clear prohibition of
organi zati ons which prompte and incite racial discrimnation, within the
meani ng of article 4 (b) of the Convention, is also unsatisfactory.

10. Anot her subj ect of concern is the persistence of xenophobic attitudes
and prejudice against certain mnorities within Romanian society, which
mani f est thensel ves on numerous occasions in various mass nedi a.

11. The situation of Roma is a subject of particular concern since no
i nprovenents have been noted in the high unenploynment rates and the |ow
educational level traditionally predom nant anmong nmenbers of this minority;
this contributes to the continued unacceptabl e preval ence of the negative and
stereotyped image of the mnority in the rest of society. Gven its
di sadvantaged situation in society, particular concern is caused by the
absence of econonic and social nmeasures of the kind envisaged in article 2 (2)
of the Convention in favour of this mnority, Romania's current difficult
econom ¢ situation notw thstanding.

E. Suggestions and reconmendations

12. The State party should adopt neasures to include in legislation
provisions which fully prohibit any act of racial discrimnation by
i ndividuals, as provided for in article 2, paragraph 1 (d), of the Convention,
and al so any organi zati on which pronotes and incites racial discrimnation
within the neaning of article 4 (b) of the Convention.

13. The Conmittee notes the limted nunber of cases of racial discrimnation
that have come before the organs adm nistering justice. The Committee is of
the opinion that the lack of nore conplaints and judicial decisions my
indicate a |lack of awareness of the existence of available |egal renedies and
of the protection against racial discrimnation provided by the Convention
It suggests to the State party that it take nmeasures to renmedy that situation

14. The Committee reconmends that the State party take neasures to prevent
and puni sh racist practices in the mass nedia. In addition, adequate neans
shoul d be found to ensure that the nedia constitute an instrument that hel ps
to conbat racial prejudice, particularly against the Roma, and fosters a
climte of understanding and acceptance anong the various groups which nmake
up the country's popul ation

15. Measures of affirmative action should be adopted in favour of the Roma
popul ati on, especially in the areas of education and vocational training, with
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a view, inter alia, to placing Roma on an equal footing with the rest of the
popul ation in the enjoynent of econom c, social and cultural rights, removing
prej udi ces agai nst the Ronma popul ati on and enhancing its capacity in asserting
its rights. A coordinated effort by the various State bodies conpetent in this
area, working in conjunction with representatives of the Roma population, is
required.

16. VWhile noting the State party's statement that in view of the absence of
any practices of racial segregation or apartheid it has not taken any action
to prevent or elimnate such practices, the Conmittee neverthel ess requests
the State party to take into consideration its general recomendation XX
relating to article 3 of the Convention

17. The training progranmmes for |aw enforcement officials on human rights
in general and observance of the Convention in particular nmust be continued.
In this connection, the Conmittee invites the State party's attention to the
content of its general recomendation X1l

18. The Committee suggests to the State party that it take neasures to
ensure the effective dissem nation, including in the |anguages of the nationa
mnorities, of the provisions of the Convention, as well as its periodic
report and the Conmittee's concludi ng observations.

19. The Conmittee recommends that the State party's next periodic report,

due on 15 COctober 2001, be an updating report, and that it should address al
the points raised in these concl udi ng observati ons.



