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! Formerly known as the Ministry of Gender and Development, it was reconstituted as the Ministry of
Gender, Children, and Social Protection in 2014.

2 This Act was in line with the Table Mountain Declaration, to which Liberia was one of the earliest
signatories.
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The Protocol on the Statute of the African Court of Justice and Human Rights, the African Union
Convention for the Protection and Assistance of Internally Displaced Persons in Africa (or the
“Kampala Convention”), the Second Revised Cotonou Agreement of 2010, the African Charter on
Democracy, Elections, and Governance, and the OAU Convention for the Elimination of
Mercenarism.

For example, the Liberian Council of Churches and the Archbishop of the Catholic Church of Liberia
issued public statements characterizing Ebola as a form of divine retribution for homosexual acts and
tolerance of homosexuality.

The Children’s Law of Liberia (2011), section 22.
Id., sections 20-21.
The People’s Redemption Council was created by the Doe regime following the 1980 coup d’état.

Republic of Liberia, Towards a Reconciled, Peaceful, and Prosperous Liberia: A Strategic
Roadmap for National Healing, Peacebuilding, and Reconciliation 2012-2030, at 2 (2012)
[hereinafter Reconciliation Roadmap].

Id., 2-3.

In 2010, when the MSP was created, pre-trial detainees at Monrovia Central Prison constituted
approximately 86% of the prison population; by 2011, this number was reduced to 79%.

Though the project is temporarily on hold due to the Ebola crisis; it is anticipated that work will
recommence when the crisis has come to an end.

As of December 3, 2014, Monrovia Central Prison held 794 out of 1608 inmates nationwide.

For example, new prisons have been constructed in Bopolu, Rivercess, and Fishtown under the
UNMIL Quick Impact program.

These clinics have been constructed at Monrovia Central Prison, Tubmanburg, Kakata, Buchanan,
Sanniquellie, Grand Gedeh, and Gbarnga.

Robertsport Detention Center, Gbarpolu Detention Center, and Bondiway Detention Center.

These include the International Committee of the Red Cross, the Human Rights Section and the
Corrections Advisory Unit of UNMIL, Prison Fellowship Liberia, Second Chance, the Carter Center,
Aglow International Prison Ministry Charter, Catholic Relief Services, the National TB Control
Program, Prison Outreach Ministries, the Evangelical Association of Churches and Ministries, and the
Liberia National Law Enforcement Association.

The Louis Arthur Grimes School of Law at the University of Liberia, located in Monrovia.

Section 11 of the New Judiciary Law of 1976 is commonly referred to as the “Juvenile Court
Procedure Code.”

FGM will be treated in depth in a later section of the report dedicated to harmful traditional practices;
the Government recognizes, however, that FGM is also a form of gender-based violence.

The Roadmap prioritizes the TRC’s recommendations for women’s psychosocial recovery and
empowerment in response to the SGBV suffered by Liberian women during the war.

The NHRAP incorporates all of the recommendations made during the first UPR cycle, including
those relative to SGBV and women’s access to justice.

The National Sexual and Reproductive Health Policy contains provisions for the treatment of
survivors of sexual violence.

Safe homes are currently functional in Bong, Grand Bassa, Grand Cape Mount, Lofa, Margibi,
Montserrado, Nimba, and River Gee Counties.

Covering the years 2013-2018.

Human trafficking is illegal in Liberia: in 2005, the Legislature passed the comprehensive Act to Ban
Trafficking in Persons within the Republic.
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Section 16.5, “Subjecting a Child to Harmful Practices,” stipulates that “[a] person commits a felony
of second degree if she or he subjects a child to any of the following practices: (a) facilitating the
marriage to any person when she or he is still under the age of 18; (b) forcing a child to marry another
person; (c) betrothing a child into marriage or a promise for marriage; (d) exposing the child to
harmful or hazardous work; (e) or a practice that violates or endangers the bodily integrity, life, health,
dignity, education, welfare, or holistic development of the child.” An Act to Amend Sections 14, 16,
17, and 18 of the Penal Law, Title 26, Liberian Code of Laws Revised and to Add Thereto a New
Section 20 (2011).

Traditional practitioners, including Zoes—Ileaders of the all-female Sande society who normally
perform FGM—must obtain a license to practice from the MIA.

“A person who uses any form of force or intimidation to compel another person to yield to, or be
initiated into, any tribal ritual or traditional practice is taking a risk and could be arrested, charged,
and prosecuted for violation of civil and human rights in Liberia.” General Circular No. 12, Ministry
of Internal Affairs, Republic of Liberia (Jan. 15, 2013),9]3.

General Circular No. 13, Ministry of Internal Affairs, Republic of Liberia (June 2, 2014).

So-called “bush schools” are operated by secret societies and are where traditional practices are
carried out. Evidence suggests that when bush schools are located in very close proximity to public
schools and communities, more children are sent by their caregivers to bush schools.

These documents consist of a statement of commitment for all businesses registering with the Liberia
Business Registry to respect human rights and a human rights policy template for inclusion in all
concession agreements.

Republic of Liberia, Ministry of Health and Social Welfare, 2012 Annual Report.

Additionally, the Policy on Girls’ Education of 2006 was revised in 2013 to more closely align with
the New Education Reform Act.

An Act to Amend the Public Health Law, Title 33, Liberia Code of Laws Revised (1976), to Create a
New Chapter 18 Providing for the “Control of Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) and Acquired
Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS).”

The Convention Relating to the Status of Refugees (CRSR), the Protocol to the CRSR, and the OAU
Refugee Convention.

See data.unhcr.org/Liberia/regional.php (last accessed Jan. 4, 2015).
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