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Country Advice 

South Korea  
South Korea – KOR37997 – State  

Protection – Police Force – Aga Dong San  
10 January 2011 

1. Please send some information on the ability of authorities in South Korea to protect 

their citizens from criminal acts.  

Reports indicate that South Korean authorities are able and willing to respond to criminal 

allegations made against Aga Dong San group members and leaders.
1
 In 1997 South Korean 

authorities undertook an investigation of Aga Dong San members and leaders in relation to 

allegations of murder and exploitation.
2
 According to Joong Ang Daily, a South Korean news 

agency, the investigation was initiated as a result of a legal petition by Aga Dong San group 

members.
3
 As a result of the investigation 10 Aga Dong San leaders were arrested on 

swindling and embezzlement charges worth over 30 billion won.
4
 Joong Ang Daily reported 

that in 1998 Kim Ki-soo, the group founder, was convicted of tax evasion, embezzlement and 

exploitation.
5
 The report states that Kim Ki-soo received a four year prison term and a 5.6 
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billion won fine but was acquitted of the murder charges due to lack of evidence.
6
 No further 

recent reports were found in the sources consulted regarding suspected murders or death 

threats by the Aga Dong Son group. 

In 2008, the Seoul High Court also upheld the property rights of former Aga Dong San 

members. Aga Dong San reportedly filed lawsuits in 2006 against its former members 

claiming that they should relinquish their rights to the group‟s collective property.
7
 

General information on the Korean National Police Force (KNPA) indicates that they 

maintain a strong presence throughout the country.
8
 Information from the KNPA website 

states that within South Korea there are 244 police stations and 760 police offices. There are 

also 793 police boxes which operate under police stations.
9
 Police boxes operate as police 

substations which are responsible for maintaining security and responding to criminal 

incidents within a specified area.
10

 According to KNPA statistics, in 2009 there were 99,554 

police officers and each police officer was responsible for 498 individuals.
11

 

Recent statistics from the KNPA website also indicate a high degree of arrests in relation to 

reported incidences of major crimes including murder, burglary, rape, theft and assault.
12

 

Crime statistics from the KNPA website indicates that in 2009 there were 485,406 arrests in 

relation to 590,366 reported incidents of murder, burglary, rape, theft and assault.
 13

 These 

figures suggest significant police action in relation to reported major crimes. The table below 

provides further information on KNPA crime and arrest statistics:  
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Independent NGOs have reported that South Korea performs relatively well internationally in 

terms of rule of law, security and effective criminal justice.
14

 The World Justice Project Rule 

of Law Index 2010 provides an assessment of South Korea‟s relative performance in relation 

to „order and security‟ and „effective criminal justice‟. South Korea‟s overall score on these 

two factors is quite high (0.8 and 0.73). In relation to the 35 surveyed countries, South Korea 

was also ranked in the upper middle percentile on both of these factors. The below table 

shows the overall ranking and score of South Korea on the Rule of Law Index 2010: 
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The Rule of Law Index 2010 also includes the below table which represents South Koreas 

performance in relation to various sub-factors of access to justice.
15

 The graph demonstrates 

that South Korea has been rated relatively well in terms of having an effective criminal 

investigation system. (Please note that the centre of the circle corresponds to the lowest 

possible score for each sub-factor (0); the outer edge of the circle marks the highest possible 

score (1). The blue line represents South Korea, the purple dot represents the top score of all 

surveyed countries. The green line shows the median performance of the East Asia & Pacific 

region and red line represents the median score of high income surveyed countries.): 

 

 

The Worldwide Governance Indicators research project, which covers 212 countries and 

territories, measures six dimensions of governance from 1996 to 2009. The “Rule of Law” 

dimension of governance measures “the extent to which agents have confidence in and abide 

by the rules of society, in particular the quality of contract enforcement, the police, and the 

courts, as well as the likelihood of crime and violence”.
16

 The following graph illustrates that 

South Korea was ranked in the 75-90
th

 percentile in relation to „Rule of Law‟ in 2009.
17

 

Please note that that 0 corresponds to lowest rank and 100 correspond to highest rank: 
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A 2009 report titled, Sustainable Governance Indicators 2009:South Korea Report, describes 

the Korean police force as “efficiently organised” and “quite effective in combating organized 

crime”. The report is by the Bertelsmann Stiftung organisation, a private foundation based in 

Germany. The report provides the following information on internal security in South Korea: 

Korea is a relatively safe country, with a homicide and incarceration rate close to the OECD 

average. The budgetary share of spending on internal security is one of the highest in the 

OECD, but this is mainly an effect of the below-average overall budget size.  

…In the past, internal security institutions were overgrown, because of the military 

confrontation with North Korea and the fact that authoritarian leaders used them to control 

pro-democracy forces. After democratization, a main task of internal security policy was the 

reorganization of these institutions to adapt to a new political environment. Their efficiency 

and effectiveness were also considered. Because of this background the police force is 

efficiently organized throughout the country, and quite effective in combating organized 

crime. Korea has a centralized police organization that concentrates power at the national 

level.
18

  

2. Additional Information  

Aga Dong San 

Alternative spellings include A-Ga-Dong-San, Aga DongSan and AgaDongSan.  

According to a report by Joon Ang Daily, a South Korean news agency, Aga Dong San was 

founded in 1982 by Kim Ki-soo.
19

 Various news media reports published between 1997 and 

2008 describe the Aga Dong San group as a cult, sect and also as a religious group.
20

 The Aga 
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Dong San community is reportedly composed of collective farms and factories located in 

Icheon city, Gyeonggi Province.
21

 Joong Ang Daily has reported that membership in the Aga 

Dong San group gradually decreased to 80 people by 2006.
22

 No further information was 

found in the sources regarding the beliefs or practises of Aga Dong San.  
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