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KIRIBATI

Prevalence and Sectoral Distribution of the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor 

Children in Kiribati are exploited in the worst forms 
of labor.2733  Children sell goods on the street.2734  Street 
vending exposes children to dangers such as road 
accidents, air pollution, and extreme weather.  Girls 
are also trafficked internally for prostitution and 
child pornography may be produced as a result.2735  
Crewmembers of fishing vessels are reported to be 
common clients.2736

Laws and Regulations on the Worst Forms 
of Child Labor

The Employment Ordinance sets the minimum age for 
employment at 14, and the Employment (Amendment) 
Act 2008 sets the minimum age for hazardous work 
at 18.2737  The Penal Code prohibits forced labor2738 

and trafficking in persons.2739  The Penal Code also 
prohibits the procurement of any girl under age 18 for 
prostitution, or procurement of any male regardless 
of age for this purpose.2740  Kiribati has no regular 
military force.2741

The Government ratified ILO Conventions 138 and 
182 during the reporting period.2742

C138, Minimum Age

C182, Worst Forms of Child Labor

CRC

CRC Optional Protocol on Armed 
Conflict No

CRC Optional Protocol on the Sale of 
Children, Child Prostitution, and Child 
Pornography

No

Palermo Protocol on Trafficking in 
Persons

Minimum Age for Work 14

Minimum Age for Hazardous Work 18

Compulsory Education Age 14

Free Public Education Yes

Institutional Mechanisms for Coordination 
and Enforcement

Research found no evidence that the Government of 
Kiribati has established a coordinating mechanism 
to combat the worst forms of child labor.  The 
Government has not taken any action to investigate, 
arrest, prosecute, or convict traffickers during the 
reporting period.2743

Kiribati
During the reporting period, the Government ratified 
ILO Conventions 138 and 182.  Children sell goods on 
the street and girls are trafficked for prostitution.  There 
does not appear to be any programs to address the worst 
forms of child labor.

Statistics on Working Children and School Attendance

Children Percent

Working Unavailable

Unavailable

Combining Work and School Unavailable
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The Ministry of Labor and Human Resources 
Development is responsible for enforcing child labor 
laws.2744  The Ministry received no complaints of child 
labor during the reporting period.2745  In addition, no 
child labor inspections were conducted during the 
reporting period.2746  No trainings on issues related to 
the worst forms of child labor were held.2747

Government Policies on the Worst Forms of 
Child Labor

The National Advisory Committee on Children, 
which is made up of representatives from government 
agencies and NGOs, has drafted a National Children’s 
Plan that awaits Cabinet approval.2748 

The Kiribati Country Program Action Plan, developed 
with UNICEF Pacific, provides the basis for the Child 
Protection Program (2008-2012); one goal of the 
Child Protection Program is to reduce exploitation of 
children in the Pacific Islands.2749 

The question of whether these policies have an impact 
on the worst forms of child labor does not appear to 
have been addressed.

Social Programs to Eliminate or Prevent the 
Worst Forms of Child Labor

Research found no evidence of any programs to 
address the worst forms of child labor.

Based on the reporting above, the following actions would advance the reduction of the 
worst forms of child labor in Kiribati:

IN THE AREA OF COORDINATION AND ENFORCEMENT:

Establish a coordinating mechanism to combat the worst forms of child labor.

Increase law enforcement efforts to target trafficking and the commercial sex sector.

IN THE AREA OF POLICY:

Assess the adequacy of current policies to prevent commercial sexual exploitation of children.

Take steps to reduce the demand for commercial sex exploitation of children by fishing crews.

Assess the impact that the Child Protection Program may have on addressing the worst forms of child 
labor.

IN THE AREA OF SOCIAL PROGRAMS:

Develop programs to address the needs of children engaged in commercial sexual exploitation and street 
vending.

Consider a comprehensive study of children’s activities to determine whether they are engaged in at risk 
for other worst forms of child labor.
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2733 Data provided in the chart at the beginning of this 
country report are not available from the data sources that 
are used by USDOL.  Reliable data on the worst forms 

often hidden or illegal nature of the worst forms.  For 
more information on sources used for these statistics, the 
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