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1. The Conmmittee considered the third periodic report of Canmeroon (CCPR/ C/ 102/ Add. 2)
at its 1798 to 1800th neetings (CCPR/ C/ SR 1798-SR. 1800), held on 27 and 28
Cct ober 1999, and adopted, at its 1807'" and 1808th neetings held on 3 Novenber

1999, the foll owi ng observations:

A. I ntroduction

2. The Committee notes that the third periodic report of Caneroon was inconpl ete and
did not address all of the concerns expressed by the Cormittee in its previous
concl udi ng observations (CCPR/ C/ 79/ Add. 33) on Caneroon’s second periodic report.
It wel cones, however, the updated information, including witten information and
| egislative texts, provided by the Delegation. It further welconmes the
willingness of the State party to make additional submissions in witing with

respect to particular concerns articulated by nenbers of the Commttee
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B. Positive aspects

The Conmmittee notes that under the revised Constitution of 1996 the Covenant has
priority over national |law, and wel cones the statenent of the Del egation that
Covenant rights can be invoked directly in Caneroonian courts, and that these

apply the Covenant provisions.

The Committee wel cones the efforts undertaken by the State party to informthe
mul ti ethnic popul ation of Caneroon about their hunman rights, in particular
t hrough the establishnment of legal clinics, educational canpaigns, workshops and

sem nars held throughout the territory.

The Committee al so wel comes the commitnent to pronote gender equality through a
Mnistry of Wonen Affairs as well as various neasures initiated by the Mnistry

for that purpose

The Conmittee wel cones recent anmendnents to the crimnal code, including the

enactnent of a crine of torture under Article 132bis.
The Comm ttee wel cones the establishnment of the National Commttee on Human
Rights and Freedons which is enpowered to oversee all relevant Caneroonian

aut horities.

The Committee notes with satisfaction that there has been a noticeabl e i ncrease

in the nunber of judges and ot her court personnel

C. Principal subjects of concern and recommendations

The Committee is concerned about the duality of statutory |aw and customary |aw,
whi ch sonetines results in unequal treatment between nmen and wonen, particularly
in the area of marriage and inheritance |laws. The Conmittee is al so concerned
t hat where spouses do not agree, customary |aw inconpatible with the Covenant is

often applied
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The Sate party should adopt |egislation that ensures that the | aws applied
will in all cases be conpatible with the Covenant. |t enphasizes that |aw
that gives effect to Covenant rights may fulfil an educational function

Educational canpaigns should also be included in those areas in which

customary practices lead to discrinnation agai nst wonen.

The Conmittee is also concerned at the continui ng existence of polygany, and the

different ages for narriage between girls and boys.

The state party shoul d ensure that the above are brought into conformity with

t he Covenant.

The Committee is further concerned with the high rate of illiteracy anmpbng wonen,
unequal educational and enploynment opportunities for wonen and ability of
husbands to seek a court order to prevent wives from engaging in certain

occupati ons.

The State party should ensure the equality of wonen with nmen, both in
education and enpl oynent, particularly in enploynent of the woman’s choi ce

It should al so ensure that wonen receive equal pay for work of equal val ue

The Conmmittee is concerned at the fact that there is no specific |law to prohibit
femal e genital mutilation and that this practice continues in certain areas of

Canerooni an territory in violation of article 7 of the Covenant.

The State party should take all neasures, including |egislation, to conbat

and eradicate the practice of female genital nutilation

The Committee is concerned that the crimnalization of abortion | eads to unsafe

abortions which account for a high rate of maternal nortality.

The State party nust take neasures to protect the life of all persons,

i ncl udi ng pregnant wonen.
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The Conmittee recogni zes that no death sentences have been carried out during the
period under review, but is concerned that the death penalty is still being
i nposed, and that sone of the crinmes still punishable by the death penalty, such

as secession, espionage or incitenment to war are | oosely defined

The State party is urged to ensure that the death penalty nmay be i nposed only
for the nost serious crinmes and to consider abolishing capital punishnment

al together (art 6).

The Committee is seriously concerned about allegations of w despread
extrajudicial executions, particularly in connection with the operation by
security forces to conbat arned robbery. The Conmmittee is al so concerned about

the death of detainees, including through torture and ill-treatnment of prisoners.

The State party is urged to overcone inpunity and ensure that all allegations
of killings by security forces are pronptly investigated, the responsible

persons brought to justice and the victins conpensated

The Conmittee is concerned by the existence of private mlitia, in particular

those that act as “coupeurs de routes”

The State party should conbat the phenonmenon in order to eradicate it.

The Committee is seriously concerned at reports about abuse of the use of weapons

by the police, leading to loss of life

To secure conpliance with articles 6 and 7 of the Covenant, the State party
must take firm neasures to limt the use of force by the police, to
investigate all conplaints regarding the use of force by the police and take

appropriate action when the use is in violation of the rel evant regul ati ons.
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The Conmmittee is further seriously concerned at reports on di sappearances of

persons.

The State party nust carry out investigations of disappearances and provide

conpensation to victins, or famlies.

The Committee is deeply concerned that a person held in admnistrative detention,
under article 2 of Law No. 90/024 (19 Decenber 1990), may have his detention
extended indefinitely with the authorisation of the Provincial Governor or the
M nister for Territorial Admnistration, and that such person has no renedy by

way of appeal or application of habeas corpus.

The State party should take i mmediate steps to bring the law into conpliance
with article 9 paragraphs 3 and 4 of the Covenant and ensure that the

condition in which any such person is held conply with the Covenant.

The Committee is concerned about the continued practice of torture by police
officials and about the absence of an independent organ for investigation. The
Commi ttee acknow edges the information provided by the Delegation about the
prosecution of certain cases of torture. However, it regrets that the Del egation
did not provide any information concerning the nunber of conplaints of torture,
the methods of investigating such reports, or of the renedies offered to the

victims.

The State party should establish an independent nechanism to investigate

reports of torture in order to conply with article 7 of the Covenant.

The Committee is concerned about the jurisdiction of mlitary courts over
civilians and about the extension of that jurisdiction to offences which are not
per se of a mlitary nature, for exanple all offences involving fire-arnms. The
Committee is further concerned about reports whereby a person who was di scharged
by civilian judicial authorities may be brought before a different tribunal for

trial, in contravention of article 14 paragraph 7
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The State party should ensure that the jurisdiction of mlitary tribunals be
limted to mlitary offences committed by mlitary personnel. It nust also
avoid that any person be liable to be tried or punished again for an offence
for which he/she has already been finally convicted or acquitted of.
22. The Committee is concerned that citizens’ passports can be renoved by the police

on the order of the public prosecutor, but that no i nformation has been provi ded
as to the criteria adopted by the prosecutor in giving such an order in that

procedur e

Such criteria should be exami ned so as to ensure that they are conpatible
with the freedom of everyone to |eave his own country under article 12

par agraphs 2, and 3, of the Covenant.

23. The Committee deplores the fact that prison conditions in Canmeroon are

characterized by severe overcrowdi ng, inadequate food and nedi cal care

The Conmittee urges the State party to address the issue of prison
overcrowding as a natter of priority and to ensure that prisoners are treated

with humanity, in keeping with article 10 of the Covenant.

24. The Committee is deeply concerned at the prosecution and punishnment of
journalists for the crine of publication of false news nerely on the ground
wi thout nore, that the news was false, in clear violation of article 19 of the

Covenant .

The State party nust ensure that any |aw restricting freedom of expression

neets all the requirenments set out in article 19, paragraph 3 of the
Covenant .
25. The Conmittee recommends early action to review and reform laws relating to

crimnal defamation, to bring them into conformty with article 19 of the

Covenant .
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The Committee is concerned with the information provided by the State party, in
respect of the followup on the Conmittee’s decisions on an individual case
Mikong v. Caneroon (Case No. 458/1991), where the Conmittee has established a
violation of the Covenant. In particular, the Conmittee does not consider it
appropriate to expect a person found to be a victimof a human right violation
to have to submit still nore information to the Caneroonian courts in order to

obt ai n conpensati on

The State party is urged to provide a renedy in accordance with the views
adopted by the Cormittee on the individual case considered under the Optional

Pr ot ocol

The Conmittee regrets that the i ndependence of the National Commttee on Hunan
R ghts and Freedons is not ensured, that its reports to the Head of State are not
made public and that there is no evidence that any renedi es have been provided

or prosecutions initiated as a result of its work.

The State party is urged to ensure the independence of the National Committee

and that publicity is given to its work and recomendati ons.

D. Date of exanmination of the fourth periodic report:

di sseni nation of | nformation

The Conmittee urges the State party to nake available to the public as well as
to the legislative and admi nistrative authorities the text of the Covenant and
of these concluding observations in the | anguages used by the population and to
di ssem nate the Covenant by appropriate neasures so that everyone becones aware
of their rights. The State party’s next report should be prepared on an article
by article basis, in accordance wth the Comrittee’s new GCuidelines
(CCPR/IC 66/ AJ) and should give particular attention to the issues raised by the
Committee in these Concl udi ng Gbservations. The Conmittee sets the date for the

subm ssion of Caneroon’s fourth periodic report as 31 October 2003



