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. GEOGRAPHI C, DEMOGRAPHI C AND ECONOM C DATA
A. Physical environnment
1. The Republic of CGuinea is situated in the northern half of the African
conti nent between the seventh and thirteenth parallels, halfway between the
equator and the Tropic of Cancer. It is 245,857 knf in area and has a
popul ation density of 25 inhabitants per knf. It is very hilly in sonme areas.

It has an Atlantic seaboard of 300 kmto the west and borders Gui nea-Bissau to
the north and north-west, Senegal and Mali to the north and north-east,
Cote d'lvoire to the east, and Liberia and Sierra Leone to the south.

2. Guinea is divided into four natural regions: Basse-Guinée,
Moyenne- Gui née or Fouta-Djallon, Haute-Guinée and Gui née- Foresti ére.

(a) Basse- Gui née: a region of marshy plains and alluvial deposits
brought down by rivers flowing fromFouta-Djallon, it occupies slightly |ess
than 20 per cent of the total |and area and contains slightly over 32 per cent
of the population. |Its climate is influenced both by the sea and by the
harmattan, which blows periodically fromthe interior of the continent;

(b) Moyenne- Gui née: covering an area of 81,952 knf (one third of the
total |land area), Fouta-Djallon consists of a series of plateaux and nountains
generally rising to over 700 netres in height, the highest being Munt Loura
(1,515 m. Woded savannah, sporadic forests and gallery-forests are the
chi ef physiol ogical characteristics of this region. Cultivable land is used
for the production of fonio, rice, groundnuts, nmangoes and néré. Market
gardening is also widely practised in this region

(c) Haut e- Guinée: this is a huge savannah (varying in altitude
bet ween 200 and 400 m which, apart fromthe alluvial plains, offers few
agricultural possibilities. The region is traversed by a nunber of |arge
rivers but is threatened by desertification

(d) Gui née-Forestiere: this region owes it name to its once | uxuriant
tropical forests. The highest point is Mount Ninmba (1,752 n). It receives
copious rainfall and enjoys a subtropical climte conprising two seasons: a
rai ny season, which |lasts about eight nonths, and a dry season

B. Denpgraphy and econony

3. In 1994, the popul ation of CGuinea was estimted at 6,022,000, with a
growh rate of 2.4 per cent. Seventy per cent of its inhabitants live in
rural areas. At present, nost of the 30 per cent in urban areas live in
Conakry, the capital (1.3 mllion inhabitants in 1990), with a density of
3, 000 inhabitants per knft.

4, The popul ation structure is very youth-oriented, with 45 per cent aged
under 15, 52 per cent aged between 15 and 64, and only 3 per cent aged 65 or
over. The crude birth rate is estimated at 45.5 per 1,000 and the nean
synthetic fertility index is six children per woman. The nortality rate is
around 19 per 1,000 and the infant nortality rate is 148 per 1,000. Average
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life expectancy is 44 years. The crude school enrolnent rate is 34 per cent,
the illiteracy rate 74 per cent and the maternal nortality rate 5.6 per 1, 000.

5. Wonen account for 11 per cent of heads of household in urban areas

and 12 per cent in rural areas, giving a total of 12.7 per cent as opposed to
87 per cent for mal e heads of household. These rates are changing very
quickly as a result of the drift fromthe I and.

6. The popul ation structure by age and by sex is as foll ows:
Under 15 years: mal es 47 per cent, fenales 45 per cent;
Bet ween 15 and 64 years: mal es 50 per cent, fenmales 52 per cent;
65 years or over: mal es 3 per cent, fermales 3 per cent.
7. In Guinea there are as many nother tongues as there are ethnic groups,

but the main nother tongues are eight in nunber: Pular (or Peul), Maninka (or
Mal i nké), Soussou, Kpél é, Kissié, Loma (or Tonm), Koniagui and Manon

8. In 1995, the outstanding external public debt rose to US$ 2,773 nmillion
Calculated in terns of an annual average, inflation has decreased sharply. In
1990, it stood at 19.4 per cent as against 28 per cent the previous year. 1In

1994, it was 8.9 per cent as against 5 per cent in 1993.

9. The gross donestic product (GDP) in 1990 was 795 billion Guinean francs,
representing an increase of 4.1 per cent. The rate of growh of per capita
GDP was the sane as in 1989, nanely 1.6 per cent.

1. POLITI CAL AND ADM NI STRATI VE STRUCTURE

A. Political history since independence

10. The political history of Guinea following its independence in 1958 has
been marked by the following four main periods: (a) 2 October 1958 to

14 May 1982; (b) 14 May 1982 to 3 April 1984; (c) 3 April 1984 to

30 Decenber 1990; and (d) from 30 Decenber 1990

1. The period from?2 October 1958 to 14 May 1982

11. Gui nea' s accession to national sovereignty on 2 October 1958 enabled it
acquire all the attributes of a State, including a Constitution which
established the principle of the separation of the executive, |egislative and
judicial powers. This Constitution, which conprised 53 articles distributed
under 12 titles, proclained, in the preanble and Title X, the equality and
solidarity of all citizens of the Republic of Guinea w thout distinction as to
race, sex or religion, and their right to vote and to be elected in the
conditions established by I aw

2. The period fromil14 May 1982 to 3 April 1984

12. In the course of the devel opment of the single-party system the
i nadequacy of the first Constitution and the pre-eninence of the party over
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the State led to a systematic revision of that Constitution. The principle of
the separation of powers was term nated. Thus, the “Republic of Guinea”
became a “Revol utionary People's Republic”, whose principles were “denocratic
centralisni and the State party.

3. The period from3 April 1984 to 30 Decenber 1990

13. The advent of the Second Republic changed the political life of the
country. On 3 April 1984, the arny took control of public affairs and
directed and gui ded national policy. The country led an extra-constitutiona
exi stence until 1990. The State institutions neverthel ess functioned on the
basis of the laws and regulations in force on 3 April 1984. The executive and
the legislature were in the hands of the President of the Republic, who

presi ded over the Mlitary Comm ttee of National Recovery.

14. One of the specific features of this period was the conpl ete absence of
a parlianment, political parties or a constitution. The Mlitary Conmttee of
Nati onal Recovery was established and functioned in parallel with the
executive. This period also saw a nunber of judicial reforms (legal system
made nore accessible to litigants and reorgani zation of the judiciary).

15. At the sanme tinme the country prepared itself for the new constitutiona
era with nore denocratic institutions. It was in this context that the
Constitution was overwhel mi ngly approved on 2 Decenber 1990, adopted and
promul gated by Decree No. 0250/ PRG SGE 90 of 30 Decenmber 1990. The

promul gati on of the Constitution opened up a new political perspective.

4. The period beginning on 30 Decenber 1990

16. The new Governnent heral ded a nore denocratic socio-political and

adm nistrative systemw th the new Constitution and the establishnent of nore
denocratic institutions and grass-roots organi zations within the State, the
Transitional Committee for National Recovery being mandated to fornul ate the
organi zational |egislation deriving fromthe Constitution.

17. The Constitution governs all aspects of the |life of the nation, and
establishes the structure and attribution of powers. \What is neant by these
powers is the various pre-emnent institutions through which the State
exercises its sovereignty and determ nes the social, political, |legal and
econom c order: these are the executive, the |egislature and the judiciary.
Conprising 96 articles distributed under 12 titles, the Constitution
represents the expression of the will of the great majority of the people
(over 98 per cent) who adopted it by referendum

18. In the preanble, the Constitution proclains the “equality and solidarity
of all citizens w thout distinction as to race, sex, origin, religion or
opinion”; it solemly affirnms “its fundanmental opposition to any regi me based

on dictatorship, injustice, corruption, nepotismor regionalisni; and it
reaffirnms “its determnation to achieve, in unity and national reconciliation
a State based on the prinmacy of |aw and respect for the denocratically
established | aw
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19. Title | deals with sovereignty and the State; it conprises four
articles, article 1 of which establishes the principle of the unity,
indivisibility and secul ar nature of the CGuinean State. It proclains the
equality of all citizens before the |aw wi thout distinction as to race, ethnic
origin, sex, religion or opinion. It stipulates that all beliefs shall be

respected. Article 2 confers national sovereignty on the people, who exercise
it through their elected representatives and by referendum while articles 3
and 4 govern the conditions for the establishment, and the role, of the
political parties, and provide for the prohibition and puni shment of any act

j eopardi zi ng national unity.

20. Title I'l of the Constitution dealing with fundanental freedons, duties
and rights is essentially based on the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts
and the African Charter of Human and Peoples' Rights. It establishes certain
obligations of the State vis-a-vis its citizens and the duties of Guineans

t owar ds each ot her.

21. In 22 articles, Title Ill deals with conditions of eligibility,
el ectoral procedure, appointnent to office and cases in which challenges of
the results of elections are adm ssible.

22. Title IV, dealing with the National Assenbly, conprises 13 articles and,
inter alia, establishes the general rules governing the Guinean |egislature.
Deputies are elected by direct universal suffrage for a termof five years,
save in the event of dissolution. The termmay be renewed. To be eligible,

a candi date nust be nominated by a legally constituted political party.
Conditions of eligibility and the regime of ineligibilities and
incompatibilities are determ ned by an Organi zational Act. The Nationa
Assenbly neets in ordinary session twice a year. Title IV also governs
parliamentary i munity.

23. Title V, which deals with relations between the President of the
Republic and the National Assenbly, determ nes the scope of the | aw and
di stinguishes it fromthe scope of regulations. It establishes the rules of

procedure for the adoption of |aws and the conpetence of the Supreme Court in
settling any dispute between the Assenbly and the President of the Republic on
fundanmental questions. The Constitution entitles the legislature to oversee
the activities of the executive, and establishes the principle of the
constitutionality of the laws and the legality of adm nistrative acts.

24. Title VI proclains the i ndependence of the judicial power exercised by
the courts and tribunals, subordinates judges to the sole authority of the |aw
and establishes the principle of the irrenovability of judges. Governnent
procurators are appointed by the President of the Republic, and judges are
appoi nted on the recommendati on of the Supreme Council of Justice. This Title
al so deals with the inconpatibility of nmenbership of the Suprene Court wth
any other public or private office, notably elective office. Suprene Court
judges enjoy imunity fromcrimnal jurisdiction except in the event of

fl agrancy.

25. Title VIIl affirns that the Supreme Court is conpetent to try acts
liable to undermi ne the security of the State. The nenbers are el ected by the
Nati onal Assenbly from anong its menbers, at the begi nning of each
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| egislature. It is conpetent to try the President of the Republic or
m nisters for acts categorized as serious or ordinary offences at the tine
they were conmtted.

B. Admnistrative structure

26. The Governnent of Guinea is headed by a President of the Republic; he is
al so known as the Head of the Governnent and perforns the duties of the
M ni ster of Defence. He is elected by direct universal suffrage, with a
five-year mandate renewable only once (Constitution, art. 24).
27. The Governnent currently conprises a Prime Mnister's Cabinet
responsi ble for econonmic affairs, finance and planning, plus 21 mnistries.
Two Mnistries of State (Mnistry of Econom c Affairs, Finance and Pl anning
and M nistry of the Budget and Restructuring of the M xed-Econony Sector) are
attached to the Prinme Mnister's Cabinet.
28. The other ministries are:

M nistry of Foreign Affairs

Mnistry of Territorial Adm nistration and Decentralization

M nistry of Justice (Garde des Sceaux)

M nistry of Public Wrks and the Environnent

M nistry of Public Health

M nistry of Natural Resources and Energy

M nistry of Agriculture, Water and Forests

M nistry for Pronotion of the Private Sector, |Industry and Conmmerce

M nistry of Transport, Tel econmuni cations and Tourism

M ni stry of Communication and Culture

Museum of Urban Pl anni ng and Housi ng

M ni stry of National Education and Scientific Research

M ni stry of Technical Education and Vocational Training

M nistry of Enploynent and the Civil Service

M nistry of Fisheries and Livestock

M nistry of Security

M nistry of Social and Wonen's Affairs and Children
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M ni stry of Youth, Sports and Civic Education
CGeneral Secretariat attached to the O fice of the President.

29. The country is divided into eight admnistrative regions, each of which
i s headed by a governor. The regions are Boké, Faranah, Kankan, Conakry,

Labé, Manou, N Zérékoré and Kindia. They performa supervisory role vis-a-vis
the prefectures within their conpetence. The prefectures are unevenly divided
anong the regions. The capital Conakry is divided into five urban comunes.

30. Each prefecture is headed by a prefect. Each capital of a prefecture
corresponds to an urban commune headed by a communal council elected by
uni versal suffrage. 1In the rural areas there are 303 rural devel opnent

comunities (CRDs), each headed by an el ected CRD president, who is assisted
by counsel |l ors.

I11. GENERAL LEGAL FRAMEWORK W THI N WHI CH
HUMAN RI GHTS ARE PROTECTED

31. As in every denocratic State, the Constitution recognizes the existence
of three powers: the executive, the judiciary and the |egislature, and
establishes a regine of separation of powers.

32. In the sphere of human rights, there is no authority w th exclusive
conpetence. Each of the authorities within these branches of power ensures
the protection of hunman rights in the context of its nmandate. But the
judicial authorities have a particularly inportant role to play in that they
are responsible for dispensing justice in conplete inmpartiality and

i ndependence. The Codes, other legislative instrunents and regul ati ons which
are enforceable by the courts at all levels ensure, and determ ne the
conditions of, respect for the relevant human rights instrunents. The mandate
of the Mnistry of Foreign Affairs, for exanple, includes the obligation to
deal with human rights questions by preparing periodic reports and monitoring
t he devel opnent of donestic lawin relation to international human rights |aw.

33. There is no court which is specifically conpetent to try violations of
human rights. All the ordinary courts are enpowered to deal with

i nfringenents of human rights in strict accordance with the rul es of
conpetence. It is for the victimto exercise his right by going to court or
initiating prosecution proceedings through the nmeans granted to himby the
aw. Apart from conplaints or accusations, the | aw has provided citizens with
remedi es such as applications to vacate judgenment, appeals, reviews and
applications for judicial review

34. The judge handling a case evaluates in conplete legality the seriousness
of the accusations and deternmi nes the penalty and redress nmeasures in ternms of
damages payable to the victim who is free to accept the judicial decision
handed down. |f he does not accept it, channels are available to himto have
his case reviewed by a higher court pursuant to the principle of the dua

| evel of jurisdiction characteristic of the Guinean judicial system

35. To a considerable extent, the Constitution reflects the rel evant
provisions of the International Bill of Human Rights. Title Il of the
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Constitution is exclusively devoted to the fundanmental freedons, duties and
rights of citizens. On the question of the linmts on these rights, article 22
of the Constitution states: “The limts are observed only when they are
essential for the maintenance of public order and denocracy. This is the case
with certain prohibitions of neetings, gatherings and freedom of novenent in
particul ar circunstances and for very short periods.”

36. On the question of the nethod of incorporation of human rights

i nstruments, and indeed of all international agreenents or treaties to which
GQuinea is a party, there is an internal |egal provision under which any
agreenent, treaty or convention properly approved or ratified has, as fromthe
time of its publication, authority superior to that of the laws (Constitution
art. 79). This provision derives fromthe principle of nmonism wth prinmacy
of the international |aw which characterizes the |egal systemin force. The
spirit of article 79 of the Constitution enables citizens to invoke the
various human rights instrunents before the courts. Exanples exist in Cuinean
case | aw

37. In the legal order, treaties or conventions come inmediately after the
Constitution. This amounts to saying that, upon ratification, treaties or
conventions have the same | egal value as donestic |laws and may be inpl emented
as such. Certain laws or regul ations specify the substantive effect and
conditions of their inplenmentation

38. As to national public institutions or organizations responsible for
ensuring respect for human rights, there are none. In its affirmed policy of
liberalizing private initiative, the Governnment has authorized the
establ i shment of non-governnental organizations concerned with the support or
protection of human rights. These organizations include the Guinean
Association for Human Ri ghts (AGDH) and the Guinean Organization for the

Def ence of Human Ri ghts ( OGDDH) .



