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! The full text of the statement is available at: http://www.unhchr.ch/hricane/hurincane.nsf/

viewOl/EAFBB31D2EA 03948C12572280083450B ?opendocument.

2 | would also like to acknowledge and thank Rights and Democracy (International Centre for

Human Rights and Democratic Development) in Montrea for its continued support to my mandate in the
form of agrant.
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3 Statement available at: http://www.unhcr.ch/huricane/huricane.nsf/view01/

F2D3BBEA68E45D4A C125712A005A 7FDC?0pendocument.
4 Statement available at: http://www.unog.ch/80256EDD0O06BIC2E/(httpNewsByY ear_en)/

5B561B840D2B5CB5C125723000627EF9? OpenDocument.
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> For areview of cultura practices in the family that are violent towards women see the report

of Radhika Coomaraswamy, the former Special Rapporteur on violence againgt women, its causes and
consequences (E/CN.4/2002/83). For a comprehensive report on violent and/or gender discriminatory
practices linked to tradition and religion see Abdelfattah Amor, Specia Rapporteur on freedom of
religion and belief, Etude sur laliberte de religion ou de conviction et la condition de la femme au regard
delareigion et destraditions (E/CN.4/2002/73/Add.2, French only).

6 Cultural essentialism is aterm used to describe the tendency to believe that those who belong
to aspecific culture exhibit morals, ideas and traits universally.
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" AJCONF.157/24(Part 1). Chap.l11, Preamble.

8 Ibid., part I, para.18.

M.Ishay, The History of Human Rights: From Ancient Times to the Globalization Era
(Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 2004); Human Rights in Cross Cultural Perspectives. A
Quest for Consensus, A.A.An-Na'im, (ed.) (University of Pennsylvania Press, 1995).

10 7 Arat, “Forging A Globa Culture of Human Rights’, Human Rights Quarterly, vol.28,
pp.416-437; M. Chanock, “* Culture’ and human rights.orientalising, occidentalising and authenticity”. In
Beyond Rights Tak and Culture Talk. Comaparative Essays on the Politics of Rights and Culture, M.
Mamadani (ed.) (new Y ork: St Martin’s Press, 2000), pp. 15-36.

9



A/HRC/4/34
page 11

BAE T RN o PR A4 DA R 5 2 ARG I 3 D 42 D s BT A “ SO i3k E)
W2 — B, V5 3C “2 7 2 — ik « fEw « /5 4R (Jean-Jeacques Rousseau)
MEE: “TEXEN, BARBT HRMIEE, N YR REE. 7 NS
SRIFAN NN X TP YL G A P B8 I R MAE AP i . " E, R 2 X, hT
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AR RE — 045 o XM L 2 RTI A FR EER AT I GE B TRy, LSRN 5 LT
G 0] JBLAE by oy SL USRIl 8, O o A 1R B0 R SE R AT B R AN W AR AR A 2
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25. I A, AT AR ML T 00 10 2 A 0h A SR SR A e X BTACRUHT, AIR R TR IR
PG A A AR R AL A5 FEvL . Wik sl g Ak B bR ABLE A R
PRI IR DX G5, 3 o H A 7 T 2 a0 o 7 HE 58 R AL 4 v Dk IRt s 3E T T Jg SR 4 1
A 2 28 5 40 BUH: 25 RTBUIR 23 1E 1) S8 ST HR )58 s I ke e, 3 b B 68 Jsox il R
A SCRURP R B X Mg gl BUR ARk MR IR R E 8 %45 B, fEmAE, IE
T AL RS 5 T RO T B & 5 5K R e = SRR ) 32 SO R4, AR T
PRAUE S 228 i 1996 4F (22 &) MR B A A, B2, ARG, XMEEH
HAGAHF a2, R, KB T HN L CR, Ok B&TH
RIBERE, 48 87 T i S RIT 4 I At 8503 P ) 7 1 ) 2 5

26. T4 o B xX — AR R, ABUsE A G4l T
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33 Rousseau, A discourse on plilitical economy (1755). Edition used : The Social Contract

and Discourses, trand ated and with an introduction by G.D.H.Cole (London: J.M. Dent and Sons, 1913).
2 For adiscussion of continui ng challeges at the international level see: C.Chikih, “Gender and
International Society”. In R.Thakur and E.Newman (eds.), New millennium, New Perspectives (Tokyo:
United Nations University Press, 2000), pp.242-260.
B tis noteworthy that a woman from India, Hansa Mehta, who, in the drafting of the Universa
Declaration, objected to her fellow drafters’ initia proposa to include the phrase “all men are created
equal”.
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J& o X5 i A A e Kl T QBRI 2 DB B A Z1) (1979
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¥ Cfalso Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women,

statements on reservations to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against
Women, Official Records of the Genera Assembly, Fifty-third Session, Supplement No. 38
(A/53/38/Rev.1), part two, chap. |, sect. A, paras.8, 16 and 17.

B see Report of the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women, ibid.,
Forty-seventh Session, Supplement No. 38 (A/47/38), Chap.|, paras. 6 and 7.

8 Seenote 13 above, para. 17.
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PR 7 ST, IFEEE RN T “eq” BRI M 8. IG5 B X
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1 Study on traditional practices affecting the health of women and children; final report of the

Special Rapporteur, Mrs. Halima Embarek Warzazi (E/CN.4/Sub.2/1991/6).

8 Any procedure involving partia or total removal of the external female genitalia or other
injury to the female genital organs for cultural, religious or other non-therapeutic reasons and thereby
causes physical and/or psychologica harm must be regarded as female genital mutilation, regardless
under what medical conditionsit is carried out.

Some have argued that the treatment of female genital mutilation as a harmful practice to
women is an ethnocentric stand that ignores the fact that the practice provides women with more sexual
power over her partner and makes them more proactive in sex. Such notions could have been
entertained if we were to assume that women are free agents and do not behave under severe patriarchal
constraints.  Paradoxically, such claims are themselves ethnocentric and are advanced by taking
women'’ s subordination as a given.

9 B.Winter, D. Thompson and S. Jeffreys, 2002, “The UN Approach to Harmful Traditional
Practices’, International Feminist Journal of Politics, vol. 4, No. 1, pp. 72-94.

20 Harmful Traditional Practices Affecti ng the Health of Women and Children, Human Rights
Fact Sheet No. 23, 1995.

2L seethe reports on my missions to Sweden (A/HRC/4/34/Add.3) and the Netherlands
(A/HRC/4/ 34/Add.4).
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2 The practice causes severe pain and can result in strong fevers, malformations of the breasts,

cysts and abscesses. A survey undertaken in Cameroon indicated that 38 per cent of all girlswho
devel oped breasts before the age of 11 had been subjected to breast ironing.  For girls with breast
development before the age of 9 the risk stood as high as 50 per cent.  F. Ndonko and G. Ngo' o, Etude
sur le modelage des seins au Cameroun, Y aoundé, 2006.
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23 Genera comment No. 28: Equality of rights between men and women (art. 3), Official

Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-fifth Session, Supplement No. 40 (A/55/40), annex VI, sect. B,
para. 32.

2 seethe reports on my missionsto Guatemala (E/CN.4/2005/72/Add.3) and Mexico
(E/CN.4/2006/61/Add.4), Cf. also the report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights
and fundamental freedoms of indigenous peoples (E/CN.4/2005/88, paras. 38-39) and the reports of that
Special Rapporteur on his missionsto Colombia (E/CN.4/2005/88/Add.2) and Canada
(E/CN.4/2005/88/Add.3).



A/HRC/4/34
page 17

[X 4k AE 28

40. S RO A A A AN 52 A T A B g X T AR A DAY X A 4
K BRI A (¥ 7 3 52 209k . X5 1 (1 — A sl & 1990 ¢ 8 H 5 HAETFS
EAT I A U s A 2 S W Bl OF PRI ARES) o OF
HED) SR, A NIEAE W (BeAT 32 SO AR ) KR BT AL N R S E 2 B
[ IN) A0 20 55 D R L e, B Ay N (B3R 0 men, VR85 BEAT 17 98 08 ) 78 N A9 2k AR 25
R A SC55 5 504 BAGEF A7 A TR K At TR 2R 2 BB . AR R
6 4, “WHLAENWHE™ LS FRASN , HERIZFIFFR: LRI FKEM
YERF AR P A DA o RTXIE L 28 3K — RAR G, AR, (525)
W RAT 1A fE R B0 22k v B e I RCR] =47 A7 8 A i R BCR] 5 1 A
“AEBCA P e BN 0L R, A AR AN 3 A AR 3 N B e RUR
FIFE, BL“EgHAE A e de B abm e (888 5) KT —MAFE &
(AL R, Ok B s A 10 38 3 3 1 i b T e

41, AR, IR DIV RV AE SN AT 5 AR VA A B S T X SR A 1 1 B
e AHE, EAEAER A, XA R AN B A I 35 B s 1 3 28 AE 28 A
Jot L A 5 PR f S e 2R 5 T SR A 5 AU &

C. SCHAIXS 3= g A & ity AL

1. R

42, #5 TNBLIR 38 P S AR I Ry g i35 Bl Y 7 I 24 0 AN N BOW 2 T 46
if S S AT B BORS il — L2 BUAI R 18 58 ML, XM 18R R TN BUE FR O A B
(— BedR va y ) s B, L SCACAN AT o S IR 28 A A o O I &
Z AT RO PR L TR, BCE B R dE R AT I R R A, X T ROA R T A
7 U R 4 e R T ) R AR R X

43. EZHOREHE R, JERIRIE AP UL AL B Baa RS, i ks
AbT5 Z 1) g 28 50 RN IR 22 57 00 SCAE AN 32 O3 31 13 b, SRR A7 37 50 1 3C
M2 S IR R, Ok Vg 0 32 B 1 T e N ASCHE 28 22 0% 3 Y o W o 3l o I S0 A 22 7
J PR B it gl A A Ol SCAG S — R — 1 SRR WY, g 1 B BOA R RRALL



A/HRC/4/34
page 18

HA P T WG A, RO B B U 2080 7 304 s iE FIA A 45
P2 AN ZR, A0 SCAG I — Pl B o5 48 7 R o) — P BRI M7 o 558 A il 3 X
L, TS0t 2= RN R B, JE8 & LAZR 7 N SCIE A& 7 O N Sk b, 448
SCAR A Gy i3, A SCAR BRSO HEAT B R — A T

44, AL HF X R IRTE A G e e b, 45 B AT AR A T 0 e — <3k
B, T A B RE A B 3 SO SO H AR L A R ST AR X B
A 25 (1 355 1 7 G RGBT F4r B, 8 A S R B RE B R A ) A DL R
(7 SR A Lo SR e o) B, SR O 3L AR RESCEE 7 A A AR AR, O A M
Ji LRGE B 1 5 R By S R A . RV, B T SCE R TR
L3 18 4t 22 RV i 359 4ok AR R, JL b () — S8 5 T B B Y M U A Y 2
) 2 Ak, 9040 i I 55 1 1 e e B OB R4 B BRI BESE Mg A Bk B, S bR RS
AIEPE M I W B SR “Sati” (FESLRMZRAL TP AR B E IR . BAEK
T ARG A AL e a0, BRSNS AR R MR E o B 3 LR
B o X RN B 38 B 25 Y I e BOE B  E  TR RBER 2 B T AR IR, kAR
AR 1 b A B L BUR P 71 ) 2238 Bl AE 4 BRI BE DA 1) S 4 o T A 1) o ik
A FE#HBRE. ©

45, TGRE, B SCRE SR TR — . A A IR A AT E, A I R
b 48 2 14T 301 (1874-191 4F), B34 1950 FARAE 2 T I8 BEAT IR bR ik (9 32 2h AT 3, 1
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» g Mojab, “The Politics of Theorizing ‘Islamic Feminism’': Implications for International

Feminist Movements’, Women Living Under MuslimLaws. Dossier (2001), pp. 23-24.

% See: Report of the Asia Pacific NGO Consultation, Negotiating Culture:  Intersections of
Culture and Violence against Women in Asia Pacific, APWLD, 2006.

20 AL Tri pp, “ The Evolution of Transnational Feminisms’. In Global Feminism, M. Ferree and
A. Tripp (eds.), (New Y ork University Press, 2006), pp. 51-75.
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28 Orientalism, a concept critically examined by the late Edward Said, is a manner of regularized

writing, vision and study dominated by imperatives, perspectives and ideological biases ostensibly suited
tothe“Orient”. Itistheimage of the " Orient” expressed as an entire system of thought and scholarship
(Cf. Edward W. Said, Orientalism, New Y ork, Pantheon, 1978).

2 AM. Tripp, “Conflicting Visions of Community and Citizenship”. In M. Molyneux and
S. Razavi (eds.), Gender Justice, Democracy and Rights (Oxford University Press, 2002), pp. 413-440.

% seenote 20 above.

3 Violence Policy Center, “When Men Murder Women:  An Analysis of 2003 Homicide
Data (2005). Availableat: http://www.vpc.org/studies’'wmmw2005.pdf.

2 David Hemenway, Tomoko Shinoda-Tagawa and Matthew D. Miller, 2002, “Firearm
Availability and Female Homicide Victimization Rates among 25 Popul ous High-1ncome Countries’,
Journal of the American Medical Women's Association (2002).  See also:
http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/press/rel eases/[ ress04172002.html.
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3 The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) has compiled

principles and guidelines on protection against gender-related persecution. See UNHCR, Guidelines on
International Protection No. 1: Gender-Related Persecution within the context of article 1A (2) of the
1951 Convention and/or its 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees (HRC/GIP/02/01) (2002).

3 Othering is a way of defining and securing one’s own positive identity in contrast with and
through the stigmatization of an “other”.
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® see my report on the due diligence standard (E/CN.4/2006/61).
Seeinthisregard the report on my missionto Mexico (E/CN.4/2006/61/Add. 4).

3" LR Linda Fregoso, “We Want Them Alive!: The Politics and Culture of Human Rights.”
Social Identities, vol. 12, No. 2, (2006), pp. 109-138.
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¥ Avalableat: http://www.target-human-rights.com/HP-00_aktuelles/al AzharK onferenz/

index.php?p=beschluss& lang=en.

39 With respect to forced marriage, | would also like to highlight the positive example set by the
Specia Court for Sierra Leone which has accepted to try cases of forced marriage that occurred during
the armed conflict as crimes against humanity.  See http://www.sc-3l.org/prosecutor-051704.html .

0" For adiscussion of the consequences of violence against women, including its cost to society,
see: thein-depth study on all forms of violence against women:  report of the Secretary-General
(A/61/122/Add.1 and Corr.1) (2006).



A/HRC/4/34
page 23

4. AR BRI, AW BUE ? R X SRR AR A A

57. GBS, BRI 22 i 32 U SO AL R T O AR LB AR AR A . XL
A [0 Zh BEAE T DR 7 I8 Le S AR SR SCAAT A e 5 KRB NI A 2, 1 o 2 3 ol 1%
B A A ANAT O H AL, W T I A B L R

58. Ml —FiZiE, CHEHE U KL AR, EANENEA M5,
AN 8 28 H T 4% SCAL AR 1) — 2 N SIAR o SR Bt ot B0k I & vE vt
K E TGN B Bk, i IR oK AE g S R 2 B BE . AR S, S b
(K0 20 BV e v 2 2L, A i A 2 BEANA 00 2, DR DR A R ) e s R T TR
20 2148 B BCRCA A4 T T B E R 32 ORI Geif Ak, LR AR A AT BURR B SR 97 00 R A
SRR Jail, ARSI R E X feoaw B 3 MR “ A 17 30tk 44 ok 49
S b ) B PR i, S A AT AR

59. [HHEGAALT SR AR T BB, LA S LR AR R R R
A AR 25 R AN ST AR DS S R IR, U B e B, AR AE R R
KAT AR OB 0 ML X, AR AR KPR R0 93 VR AR . 5% BORE AR S5 1 AL 0 —
SeRCBUZE O AR SR B AR A SR I A . (HE, R XA #E Y
HE T3 — RO R E AR A2 T 32 4800 190 I L2 AR 808, M f
FCHUAG R AR ARATT B R 28 08 B ) B0VE S g B I vk, " kA, TR IR 1 X
LMk 2 H A S8 S BB #6130 B 5 AL DN & ORI B SCHE, BRI, e R
Jagt 1) 3K L FEAR AN [ R 25 AR, TENMRZIA ST, AR G 0T 1 B = 22 i A
RO K3 T, RZFEARATTAA 2% AL X AR L AE N2 HE R AR S 00
WO AR VA A EIUR I A 5 1R &

60. i —FEEATHIBR R, AR BRI B o 3 S LA A R
R VAR AT 4 5 H R A DA SCAE R ME — i e, 0 RE— SCA N A7 AE IV A [R5 35 T
2 E G, eI R AR L s ez R AR A . OF PP 2 ARE )
HURERFE— A7 (W 303 39 BY). (EF) NN, P 2O B0 A — Bl i 4
X R 2R e ) AR AR AL TN B0 B A A B B R AR e X x

“L M. Mamdani, “Political Identity, Citizenship and Ethnicity in Post-Colonial Africa’

(2005).Available at:  http://siteresources.worldbank.org/intranetsocial devel opment/Resources/
revisedM amdani.pdf.
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2 Cf. the report of my mission to the Ilamic Republic of Iran (E/CN.4/2006/61/Add. 2).

B M.G. Betti ga-Boukervout “Crimes of honour in the Italian Penal Code.” InL. Welchman
and S. Hossain (eds.), “Honour” :  Crimes, Paradigms, and Violence against Women, (London:  Zed
Books, 2005), p. 235.

“  AD.Fe ngold, “The Hell of Good Intentions:  Some Preliminary Thoughts on Opium in the
Political Ecology of the Tradein Girlsand Women”. Ophidian Research Institute. (1997). Available
at: http://www.phi-ngo.org/pubs/Hell Goodl ntentions.pdf.
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% seethe report of my mission to the Occupied Palestinian Territories (E/CN.4/2005/72/Add.4)

and also the report of the previous Specia Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and
consequences, on her missions to Colombia (E/CN.4/2002/83/Add.3), documenting that paramilitary
groups had imposed strict codes of social conduct on women, upheld by the threat of rape and murder,
and sought to reinforce conservative values and stereotypical gender roles. A recently published report
by acoalition of Colombian NGOs which follows up on the recommendations of the Special Rapporteur
concludes that these problems still exist and that the militarization reinforces violence against women.
See VI Informe sobre violencia sociopalitica contra mujeres, jovenes y nifias en Colombia 2002-2006,
Bogota;, Mesadetrabajo “Mujer y conflicto armado”, pp. 15-17. See also:

http://www.muj eryconflictoarmado.org.

4 seethe report of my mission to Sweden (A/HRC/4/34/Add. 3).

*" The United Nations Verification Mission in Guatemala, for instance, has documented linkages
between the forced inclusion of indigenous populations in paramilitary units during the Guatemalan
armed conflict and a culture of public lynchings that prevails up to thisday. Mision de Verificacion de
las Naciones Unidas en Guatemala, Los linchamientos: un flagel os que persiste, 2002.
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8 Cf. dso Mesade Trabajo “Mujer y conflicto armado”, above at note 40, finding that the armed

conflict continues to affect women in indigenous communities with specid intensity.
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