
VENEZUELA SITUATION 
KEY DEVELOPMENTS 

1  The Colombian Government issued a resolution to grant nationality to 
children born in Colombia to Venezuelan parents since August 2015, a 
protection measure which will benefit an estimated 24,000 children at risk 
of statelessness and will prevent future cases. The Colombian Institute for 
the Promotion of Higher Education (ICFES) issued a resolution declaring that 
Venezuelan children without valid documentation to enroll in Colombian schools 
would be eligible to take the standardized state exam required for admission to 
higher education institutions in the country. 

2  The Chilean Government announced during the VIII Peru-Chile Border 
Integration and Development Committee meeting on 7-8 August, that its 
consulate in Tacna, Peru, would only receive online applications to process the 
Democratic Responsibility Visa until August 16th. After then, procedures have to 
be completed in Lima. 

3  On 9th August, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Ministry of Interior and 
Public Security of Chile approved a resolution authorizing Chilean consulates 
abroad to issue entry authorizations to Venezuelans holding identity cards 
or expired passports either for family reunification or for exceptional or 
humanitarian cases.

4  The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Brazil announced on 5 August that they 
would accept Venezuelan passports even if expired up to five years back.
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4.3 million 
Venezuelans living abroad 
(as of August 2019)

3.5 million 
Venezuelans in Latin America and 
the Caribbean states

287,114
in Peru

85,796
in United States 
of America

15,095 in Mexico (as of July 2019)

103,679      
in Brazil

58,597
in Spain

2 million Venezuelans with regular 
status including resident permit 

This document provides an overview of key developments affecting the displacement situation in the Americas 
and some of UNHCR response activities in line with the 2019 strategic objectives for the region.

601,341
registered asylum-seekers 

 AMERICAS Monthly Report - AUGUST 2019 2019

Brazil. Venezuelan and Haitian women complete sewing technical course in Boa Vista © UNHCR/Allana Ferreira



FUNDING (as of 18 September 2019) UNHCR's 
financial requirements 2019 for the Venezuela 
Situation

$158.2 million 
required

$158.2 million 74%
UNHCR's financial requirements 2019 1 funded 2 as of 18 September 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS 3 | USD
Unearmarked Softly 

earmarked
Earmarked Tightly 

earmarked
Total

United States of America -                         18,523,771      27,500,000      -                         46,023,771      

European Union -                         -                         -                         15,799,761      15,799,761      

Japan -                         -                         -                         6,596,359        6,596,359        

Germany -                         4,449,388        -                         -                         4,449,388        

Canada -                         1,519,757        -                         -                         1,519,757        

Austria -                         -                         1,141,553        -                         1,141,553        

Ireland -                         1,122,334        -                         -                         1,122,334        

Brazil -                         -                         1,069,233        -                         1,069,233        

USA for UNHCR -                         1,000,000        -                         -                         1,000,000        

Italy -                         368,098           613,497           -                         981,595           

France -                         -                         750,000           -                         750,000           

New Zealand -                         666,628           -                         -                         666,628           

Norway -                         574,977           -                         -                         574,977           

Sweden -                         549,995           -                         -                         549,995           

Republic of Korea -                         -                         500,000           -                         500,000           

Private donors Germany -                         423,993           -                         37,716              461,709           

Iceland -                         249,314           -                         -                         249,314           

Colombia -                         -                         106,323           -                         106,323           

Miscellaneous private donors -                         175,384           100                   -                         175,484           

Sub-total -                          29,623,639      31,680,706      22,433,836      83,738,181      
Indicative allocation of funds and adjustments 9,429,357        17,999,656      5,880,703        224,391           33,534,107      

Total 9,429,357        47,623,296      37,561,409      22,658,226      117,272,288   

   OTHER SOFTLY EARMARKED CONTRIBUTIONS 4 | USD

   UNEARMARKED CONTRIBUTIONS 5 | USD

Notes:

United States of America 33 million | Private donors Australia 9.1 million | Switzerland 2 million 

Food and Agriculture Organization | International Organization for Migration | Luxembourg | Republic of Korea | Private donors

Sweden 99.8 million | Private donors Spain 54.5 million | Norway 44.5 million | Netherlands 37.5 million | United Kingdom 31.7 million | 
Private donors Republic of Korea 27.6 million | Germany 26.7 million | Denmark 24.4 million | Switzerland 15.1 million | 
Private donors Japan 14.2 million | France 14 million | Private donors Italy 12.7 million | Ireland 10.2 million 

Algeria | Argentina | Australia | Austria | Azerbaijan | Belgium | Bulgaria | Canada | Costa Rica | Estonia | Finland | Iceland | Indonesia | 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan | Kuwait | Luxembourg | Malta | Monaco | Montenegro | New Zealand | Peru | Philippines | Portugal | Qatar | 
Republic of Korea | Russian Federation | Saudi Arabia | Serbia | Singapore | Slovakia | Sri Lanka | Thailand | United Arab Emirates | Uruguay | 
Private donors

2. The percentage funded (74%) and total funding amount ($117,272,288) are indicative based on the methodology described above. This leaves an indicative funding gap of 
$40,880,619 representing 26% of the financial requirements.

1. The financial requirements of the Venezuela Situation include requirements in Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Mexico, Panama RO, Peru, Trinidad 
and Tobago, United States of America and Venezuela.

Tightly earmarked
Earmarked
Softly earmarked (indicative allocation)
Unearmarked (indicative allocation)
Funding gap (indicative)

VENEZUELA 
SITUATION

Methodology: Unearmarked funding is allocated and reallocated multiple times during the year to allow UNHCR to fund prioritised activities. This 
funding update includes an indicative allocation of funds so as to accurately represent the resources available for the situation. The contributions 
earmarked for the Venezuela Situation shown above are combined with an indicative allocation of the softly earmarked and unearmarked contributions 
listed below. This allocation respects different levels of earmarking. Adjustments relate to programme support costs and carry-over.
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As part of UNHCR multisector community based 
projects to address the urgent needs of the affected 
population, during August, UNHCR distributed vital 
core relief items like nutritional kits, solar lamps, 
jerry cans and water treatment pills in prioritised 
communities.
 
UNHCR San Cristobal, near the border with 
Colombia, participated in the delivery of healthcare 
services, during which residents were provided with 
nutrition diagnosis, internal medicine, gynaecology 
and paediatric services. Additionally, people were 
administered HIV and syphilis tests and those 
identified as undernourished were provided with 
nutritional recovery kits. 

INSIDE VENEZUELA

Access here

UNHCR RESPONSE TO THE VENEZUELA 
SITUATION
In the week prior to the Ecuadorian government’s 
implementation of new visa requirements for Venezuelans, 
UNHCR presence was reinforced at the northern border 
with Colombia to assist arriving Venezuelans. UNHCR 
provided information and legal assistance to more than 4,200 
Venezuelans and referred them to partners and governmental 
institutions. Additionally, 2,500 hygiene kits and core relief 
items and 2,000 blankets were distributed. UNHCR was 
present at the border 24 hours a day to provide information and 
assistance to the Venezuelan population. Additionally, shelter 
was provided to children and mothers who had to spend the 
night at the border.

As arrivals also increased in Tumbes, at the border with Peru, 
around 900 people spent the night at the Refugee Housing 
Units, where 1,000 core relief item kits and 5,500 litres of 
drinking water were provided. Over 1,200 people received 
legal orientation; 200 were provided with medical assistance 
and 60 people with HIV also received psychosocial support. 
Additionally, around 500 were transported from the border to 
Tumbes, and approximately 200 received food rations.

UNHCR opened a new Point of Attention and Orientation (PAO) 
in Norte de Santander, Colombia, to provide information and 
assistance to people from Venezuela who cross into Colombia 
on foot.

In an initiative led by UNHCR and the Colombian authorities, 
the first “House of Rights” to cover the entire Caribbean region 
was officially inaugurated in the Atlántico department, offering 
services such as legal orientation. More than 4,700 people 
have beneffitted since it opened its doors in February 2019.

Around 300 Venezuelans continue to camp outside the 
Chilean Consulate in Tacna, pending their appointments or 
decisions related to the Democratic Responsibility Visa. The 
Ombudsperson Office and UNHCR provided information on 
international protection, health, education and migration issues 
outside the Chilean Consulate. UNHCR and partners provided 

shelter, medical and psychosocial support support, 1,500 litres 
of drinking water and food, among others. 

As part of UNHCR’s scale up operational response and its 
outreach strategy for Venezuelan refugees and migrants in 
Argentina, UNHCR will have a presence in the northern border 
of Argentina; Puerto Iguazu, La Quiaca and San Salvador de 
Jujuy by the end of August. UNHCR will establish additional 
field presence in the cities of Córdoba and Mendoza before 
the end of the year.

August was the first month of direct implementation of cash-
based-interventions (CBI) in Brazil, 243 beneficiaries were 
reached, through a total of 85 multi-purpose grants distributed 
through prepaid cards in ten States amounting to BRL 67,528 
(USD 16,800).

In the Caribbean, UNHCR partners launched a “Back2School” 
campaign, which includes the disbursement of cash-based 
assistance in support of 55 Venezuelan children enrolling in 
schools. The package covers registration fees, facilities fees, 
health insurance and the costs of school uniforms.

EXPANDING HUMANITARIAN EFFORTS IN THE 
BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC OF VENENZUELA 

http://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR%20Expanding%20Operations%20in%20Venezuela%20-%2027AUG19.pdf


NORTH OF CENTRAL AMERICA SITUATION

245,500 IDPs 
in Honduras and El 
Salvador by the end of 2018
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KEY DEVELOPMENTS

Chile will accept expired IDs or 
passports  for Venezuelans

367,000 people 
of concern in Central 
America by the end of 2018

353,200 refugees and 
asylum seekers from North of 
Central America worldwide

48,254 asylum claims in 
Mexico since January 2019 
(205% increase over the same 
period of 2018, as of 21 July 2019)

Colombia acts to 
ensure children born 

to Venezuelan parents 
are not left stateless

Mexico. 231% increase 
in asylum applications 
compared to 2018

4 Brazil will accept 
expired IDs or 
passports  for 
Venezuelans

KEY DEVELOPMENTS 
People from the North of Central America keep fleeing 
violence, persecution, insecurity and deteriorating 
economic conditions. Since the signature of a bilateral 
agreement on asylum claims between Guatemala and 
the United States on 26 July, official border crossings of 
Honduran people transitting through through Esquipulas, on 
the border of Guatemala and Honduras, have reduced. 

To date, 75,509 people have been deported back from the 
United States, Mexico and other countries to Honduras, 
according to the Consular and Migration Observatory 
(CONMIGHO), the highest figure in the last four years. 

The National Registry of Persons of Guatemala announced 
that they will now issue a new Identity ard for asylum 
seekers upon finalization of their claims. The document will 
be the same as any ID for foreigners requesting temporary 
or permanent residency in Guatemala. Additionally, the first 
bank account opened using a refugee ID was opened in 
Guatemala on August 21. This constitutes a step forward for 
the visibility and local integration of refugees in Guatemala.

Since August, the University of San Carlos, in Izabal, 
Guatemala, allowed people of concern to access the 
services of the university's law firm,  and benefit from 
internship programmes for students. They will also carry out 
academic research on topics related to forced migration 
and refugee protection; capacity building and awareness 
raising efforts. 

UNHCR RESPONSE IN LINE WITH 2019 
STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES
During the month of August UNHCR partners provided 
assistance to over 1,100 people along the Izabal-Peten route 
towards the north of Guatemala. People in transit were 
provided with information regarding international protection 
in Guatemala and Mexico, with legal and psychological 
support, contact with family members, pre-hospital medical 
care, food and shelter. 

UNHCR inaugurated its new Field Unit in Esquipulas, 
Guatemala, on August 21, to strengthen its presence in 
the field, supporting local authorities and governmental 
institutions to ensure that access to services and safe transit 
are guaranteed. The Office is located 12 km from Agua 
Caliente, the border between Honduras and Guatemala, 
one of the main entry points for migrants and refugees 
seeking protection in or transiting through Guatemala. 

In an effort to support capacity building in processing 
registration appointments of the Mexican authorities to 
respond to the increasing reception needs of people of 
concern, UNHCR has set up a team to reduce the backlog 
for registration. Since the beginning of May 6,198 people 
have been assisted and the backlog has been reduced 
by 82 days as a result of the exercise. From January to 31 
August 2019, 48,254 people applied for asylum in Mexico, 
which accounts for a 231% increase when compared to the 
same period of 2018. 



FUNDING (as of 18 September 2019) UNHCR's 
financial requirements 2019 for the North Central 
America Situation

$46.9 million 60%
UNHCR's financial requirements 2019 1 funded 2 as of 18 September 2019

CONTRIBUTIONS 3 | USD
Unearmarked Softly 

earmarked
Earmarked Tightly 

earmarked
Total

United States of America -                         -                         5,250,000        -                         5,250,000        

European Union -                         -                         -                         1,415,253        1,415,253        

Switzerland -                         -                         -                         502,008           502,008           

Canada -                         455,927           -                         37,994              493,921           

UN Peacebuilding Fund -                         -                         -                         294,518           294,518           

Nacional Monte Piedad, I.A.P. -                         -                         173,267           -                         173,267           

Miscellaneous donors in Canada -                         160,830           -                         -                         160,830           

Spain -                         -                         -                         28,539              28,539              

Miscellaneous private donors -                         10,470              122,969           -                         133,438           

Sub-total -                          627,226            5,546,236        2,278,312        8,451,774        
Indicative allocation of funds and adjustments 7,177,476        8,639,369        2,622,904        1,362,416        19,802,165      

Total 7,177,476        9,266,596        8,169,140        3,640,728        28,253,939      

   OTHER SOFTLY EARMARKED CONTRIBUTIONS 4 | USD

   UNEARMARKED CONTRIBUTIONS 5 | USD

Notes:

For more information: http://reporting.unhcr.org Follow us on @UNHCRgov

4. Due to their earmarking at a related region, sub-region, country or theme, the other softly earmarked contributions listed are those which can potentially be used for the North 
of Central America Situation. Where a donor has contributed $2 million or more, the total amount of the contribution is shown.
5. Contributed without restrictions on its use, unearmarked funding allows UNHCR critical flexibility in how best to reach refugees and other populations of concern who are in 
the greatest need and at the greatest risk. Where a donor has contribution $10 million or more, the total amount of the contribution is shown.

United States of America 26 million | Private donors Australia 9.1 million 

Sweden 99.8 million | Private donors Spain 54.5 million | Norway 44.5 million | Netherlands 37.5 million | United Kingdom 31.7 million | 
Private donors Republic of Korea 27.6 million | Germany 26.7 million | Denmark 24.4 million | Switzerland 15.1 million | 
Private donors Japan 14.2 million | France 14 million | Private donors Italy 12.7 million | Ireland 10.2 million 

Algeria | Argentina | Australia | Austria | Azerbaijan | Belgium | Bulgaria | Canada | Costa Rica | Estonia | Finland | Iceland | Indonesia | 
Islamic Republic of Pakistan | Kuwait | Luxembourg | Malta | Monaco | Montenegro | New Zealand | Peru | Philippines | Portugal | Qatar | 
Republic of Korea | Russian Federation | Saudi Arabia | Serbia | Singapore | Slovakia | Sri Lanka | Thailand | United Arab Emirates | Uruguay | 
Private donors

2. The percentage funded (60%) and total funding amount ($28,253,939) are indicative based on the methodology described above. This leaves an indicative funding gap of 
$18,656,345 representing 40% of the financial requirements.
3. Contributions to the North of Central America Situation are shown by the earmarking modality as defined in the Grand Bargain.

1. The financial requirements of the North of Central America Situation include requirements in Belize, Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico and Panama RO.

Tightly earmarked
Earmarked
Softly earmarked (indicative allocation)
Unearmarked (indicative allocation)
Funding gap (indicative)

NORTH OF CENTRAL 
AMERICA SITUATION

Methodology: Unearmarked funding is allocated and reallocated multiple times during the year to allow UNHCR to fund prioritised activities. This 
funding update includes an indicative allocation of funds so as to accurately represent the resources available for the situation. The contributions 
earmarked for the North of Central America Situation shown above are combined with an indicative allocation of the softly earmarked and 
unearmarked contributions listed below. This allocation respects different levels of earmarking. Adjustments relate to programme support costs and 
carry-over.
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$46.9 million 
required

OTHER SITUATIONS

Negotiations between the Nicaraguan government and the 
opposition group on electoral reforms recommended by 
the Organization of American States (OAS) set to achieve a 
peaceful solution, came to an end on 30 July. The government 
declared that the opposition group, which was formed in the 
aftermath of the socio-political outburst in April 2018, is not 
legitimate, and it would only discuss the electoral reform with 
political parties.

Continuous human rights violations in the country have 
forced more than 88,000 Nicaraguans to flee, the majority to 
neighboring Costa Rica. UNHCR Refugee Information Center, a 
service to provide information, orientation and legal assistance 
to displaced people in the host country, received a total of 619 
calls, emails and visits during the month of August, a steep 
increase compared to the 484 registered in July. More than 
half of the communications were made by nicaraguan citizens, 
primarily inquiring about cash-based interventions and the 
asylum procedure. 

88,105 Nicaraguan asylum applications in 
neighbouring countries since April 2018
70,339 Nicaraguan asylum applications in Costa 
Rica as of July (30,071 awaiting to submit asylum 
applications). 

NICARAGUA SITUATION

Under the initiative for improving reception conditions in shelters 
for refugees and migrants in Mexico, 41 assessments have 
been undertaken to provide recommendations and intervention 
proposals. Thanks to UNHCR's capacity building strategy, most 
shelters have thus been capacitated to provide information and 
basic legal orientation about asylum in Mexico.

UNHCR and partners are training staff members at the 
reception center for returned children and families in Honduras. 
The capacity building sessions are aimed to strengthen the 
identification and referral mechanisms implemented by the 
different organizations and institutions present at the centers for 
deportees in need of protection. 

Since deportees numbers are expected to further increase in the 
final months of the year, UNHCR and partners will continue the 
identification and support of people with protection needs in the 
Centers for Assistance of Returned Migrants (CAMR).

With love from Central America is a series of letters written by 
refugees, asylum-seekers, and internally displaced people who are 
rebuilding their lives in the region, often in homes away from home, 
where they must continue to live in the shadows to stay alive and 
safe.

UNHCR issued a press 
release on 7 August.

Costa Rica. Persecuted Nicaraguans flee in search of international 
protection © UNHCR/Daniel Dreifuss

https://www.unhcr.org/with-love-from-central-america.html
https://www.acnur.org/noticias/press/2019/8/5d4ae5194/retornos-de-solicitantes-de-refugio-en-costa-rica-deben-ser-voluntarios.html
https://www.acnur.org/noticias/press/2019/8/5d4ae5194/retornos-de-solicitantes-de-refugio-en-costa-rica-deben-ser-voluntarios.html


COLOMBIA SITUATION

From January until August 2019, 15,100 people have been forcibly 
displaced in 43 events throughout the country, due to ongoing 
violence. Clashes between illegal armed groups have resulted 
in forced confinement of 5,636 families in five departments 
throughout Colombia, including Norte de Santander, Chocó, Valle 
de Cauca, Nariño, and Putumayo. 

As conditions in the implementation of the 2016 Peace Agreement 
remain challenging, on 29 August, senior leaders of FARC 
guerrilla group announced the rearmament of a group of former 
combatants, denouncing the failure of the Colombian Government 
to fulfil promises under it. 

After three years of support by UNHCR and its partner Opción 
Legal, Colombian authorities legally recognised informal Internally 
Displaced People settlements in Arauca and Putumayo. This 

8.8 million 
victims of armed 
conflict

7.8 million 
internally displaced people

15,100 displaced 
people in large groups in 2019 

50,532 
Colombian refugees 
in Ecuador by the 
end of 2018

10,029 
Colombian asylum 
seekers in Ecuador 
by the end of 2018

directly benefits nearly 2,700 individuals (604 families) who 
will be able to access basic services which were previously 
unavailable to them.

JULY FEATURED STORIES

Special thanks to our donors: 
Austria | Brazil | Canada | CERF | Denmark | European Union | France | Germany | Iceland | Ireland | Italy | Japan | Luxembourg | 
Netherlands | New Zealand | Norway | Republic of Korea | Sweden | Switzerland | UK | USA | Private donors 

For more information contact:
Elisabet Diaz San Martin - External Relations Officer - diazsanm@unhcr.org   Marina Villuendas - External Comms Assistant - villuend@unhcr.org

Statement from Santiago, 
Chile, by UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
My visit to Chile comes 
amidst the largest population 
movements in Latin America’s 
recent history. 

UN Refugee Chief calls for 
more engagement in Brazil
UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees concluded a four-
day visit to Brazil with an 
urgent appeal for increased 
international engagement.

Indigenous people from 
Venezuela seek safety 
across the border 
Hundreds of members of the 
Pemon indigenous group fled 
to a village across the border in 
Brazil.

‘Situation of Venezuelan 
refugees and migrants needs 
greater global attention’

The number of refugees and 
migrants from Venezuela has 
now reached 4.3 million.

Colombia acts to ensure 
children born to Venezuelan 
parents are not left stateless

Thousands of pregnant women 
have left Venezuela to protect 
the lives of their unborn babies 
and their own.

FOLLOW US
@acnuramericas

Watch the video

https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2019/8/5d55722c4/statement-santiago-chile-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2019/8/5d55722c4/statement-santiago-chile-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2019/8/5d55722c4/statement-santiago-chile-un-high-commissioner-refugees-filippo-grandi.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2019/8/5d5a5b914/un-refugee-chief-calls-engagement-areas-brazil-hosting-venezuelans.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2019/8/5d5a5b914/un-refugee-chief-calls-engagement-areas-brazil-hosting-venezuelans.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2019/8/5d4d28d34/indigenous-people-venezuela-seek-safety-across-border-brazil.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2019/8/5d4d28d34/indigenous-people-venezuela-seek-safety-across-border-brazil.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2019/8/5d4d28d34/indigenous-people-venezuela-seek-safety-across-border-brazil.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2019/8/5d67c6e94/situation-venezuelan-refugees-migrants-needs-greater-global-attention.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2019/8/5d67c6e94/situation-venezuelan-refugees-migrants-needs-greater-global-attention.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2019/8/5d67c6e94/situation-venezuelan-refugees-migrants-needs-greater-global-attention.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2019/8/5d4937754/colombia-acts-ensure-children-born-venezuelan-parents-stateless.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2019/8/5d4937754/colombia-acts-ensure-children-born-venezuelan-parents-stateless.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/briefing/2019/8/5d4937754/colombia-acts-ensure-children-born-venezuelan-parents-stateless.html
https://twitter.com/ACNURamericas/status/1166455732465799174?s=20
https://twitter.com/ACNURamericas/status/1166455732465799174?s=20

