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| nt r oducti on

1. This is the fourteenth periodic report submtted by the Governnent of
the Republic of Belarus on neasures to inplenment the provisions of the

I nternational Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Racial

Di scrimnation. As recomended by the Cormittee, it has been prepared in the
formof a short review of changes that have occurred in public and social life
and in the nationalities policy of the independent State with regard to
ensuring the free devel opnent of the ethnic, cultural, national, religious and
i nguistic conmunities living in the Republic, and of all citizens of the
Republic, regardless of race, nationality, sex, education, social or property
status, since the Committee considered the eleventh, twelfth and thirteenth
periodic reports of the Republic of Belarus at its 1101st and 1102nd neeti ngs
on 1 August 1995.

. GENERAL

2. As a party to the Convention, the Republic of Belarus is keenly aware of
the reprehensibility and injustice of discrimnation against people on grounds
of race, colour or ethnic origin and is taking purposeful action to realize
one of the nobst inportant goals of the United Nations - the pronotion and
conprehensi ve devel opment of universal respect for and observance of the
rights and fundanental freedons of citizens irrespective of race, nationality,
sex, language or religion - and to ensure the freedom and equality before the
law of all citizens of the Republic.

3. Law maki ng activities in the Republic of Belarus during the period of
transition to denocracy and a market economy are based on an understandi ng of
the need to secure and pronpte human rights as a suprenme social value and as a
nmost important condition for preserving peace and stability.

1. DEMOGRAPHI C SI TUATI ON

4, The Republic of Belarus is a nulti-ethnic State in which there are
representatives of nore than 120 nationalities. The ethnic conposition of the
Republic (according to the data of post-war popul ation censuses) is as
fol |l ows:

1959 1970 1979 1989

Total population (1 000) 8 055.7 9 002.3 9 532.5 1 015.8
of whi ch:

Bel ar usi ans 6 532.0 7 289.6 7 568.0 7 904.6
Russi ans 660. 2 938. 2 1 134.1 1 342.1
Pol es 538.9 382.6 403. 2 417.7
Ukr ai ni ans 133.1 190. 8 231.0 291.0
Jews 150. 1 148.0 135. 4 112.0
Ot her nationalities 41.5 53.1 60. 8 84. 4
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The inhabitants of Belarus also include (1 000)*:
Tatars 13.0 Gypsi es 11.0
Li t huani ans 8.0 Azer bai j ani s 5.0
Mol dovans 5.0 Ar meni ans 5.0
Uzbeks 3.5 Ger mans 3.5
Chuvash 3.0 Geor gi ans 3.0
Lat vi ans 2.7 Mor dovans 2.6
Kazaks 2.3 Taj i ks 0.9
Est oni ans 0.8 Tur knmens 0.8
* According to the npbst recent (1989) popul ation census.
A. National mnorities
5. Representatives of the national mnorities live in all parts of the

Republic; only representatives of the Polish and Lithuanian nationalities are
concentrated in particul ar areas.

6. To date there has been a marked tendency for the share of mnorities in
the ethnic conposition of Belarus to increase.

7. In describing the situation of national, cultural, religious and
linguistic mnorities in the Republic of Belarus, it is essential to note its
stability and uni queness, as reflected in the absence of serious
confrontations on ethnic or religious grounds, and in the harnmony and unity of
the ethnic groups and denom nations meking up society. Goodwill and tol erance
have al ways been the nost characteristic features of the Bel arusi an people.

8. Si nce Bel arus becane an independent State, together with the rebirth of
t he Bel arusi an nation there has begun an active revival of the political
cultural and spiritual life of the ethnic mnorities and a striving on their

part for national self-awareness and self-expression. This has been
facilitated to a |large extent by successful inplenentation of the Act on
National Mnorities in the Republic of Belarus, which was adopted on

11 Novenber 1992 and whose basic provisions fully conformto international

rul es and standards concerning rel ations between nationalities. Article 5 of
this Act guarantees all Belarusian citizens who regard thensel ves as bel ongi ng
to a national, cultural, linguistic or religious mnority the right to receive
assistance fromthe State in the devel opnment of their national culture and
education; the right to study and use their native |anguage; the right to
publish and dissem nate information in their native | anguage; the right to
establish cultural ties with their conpatriots outside the Republic; the right
to profess any religion and to performnational and ritual ceremonies in their
native | anguage; the right to preserve their national traditions and to
devel op professional and amateur arts; the right to establish their own
national cultural societies or associations; the right to be elected to the
organs of State of the Republic of Belarus on the basis of universal, equa

and direct suffrage; and the right to hold any office in the organs of State
and governnment of the Republic of Bel arus.
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9. Not only the legislative, but also the social and psychol ogi ca
conditions have been forned in the Republic for the all-round devel opment of
ethnic mnorities.

10. More than 10 national cultural associations of Russians, Poles,

Ukr ai ni ans, Lithuani ans, Jews, Germans, Koreans, Azerbaijanis, Tatars and
Mol dovans living in the Republic of Belarus have been established and have
been pursuing their activities since 1991

11. Reaffirming its conmtnment to the observance of international human
rights standards and its desire to pronote international cooperation regarding
t he observance of the rights of national minorities, the Republic of Belarus
on 21 Cctober 1994 signed the Convention of the Commonweal th of | ndependent
States (CI'S) concerning the rights of persons belonging to nationa

m norities, many of whose provisions echo those of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultura
Ri ghts and the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of
Raci al Discrimnation. The Convention guarantees the civil, political

soci al, economc and cultural rights and freedons of persons belonging to
national mnorities in accordance with generally recognized internationa
human rights standards. Under article 3 of this Convention, the Republic of
Bel arus has nmade the undertaking not to allowin its territory any

di scrimnation against citizens on account of their nenmbership of a nationa
mnority; it recognizes the right of such persons individually or together
with other nmenbers of their comunity to express, preserve and develop their
own ethnic, linguistic, cultural and religious identity w thout hindrance
(art. 4), creates favourable conditions for this, and grants nationa
mnorities the right to participate in State and public |life, and particularly
in addressing matters relating to the protection of their interests at the
regi onal |evel

B. Magration situation

12. In the early 1990s, as a result of certain political, economc and
soci al devel opnents connected with the transition of the former Soviet
republics and countries of Eastern Europe to denocracy and a nmarket econony
system Bel arus becane confronted with a problem of mass migration. The
Republic remains, as before, a sort of crossroads for migration flows. The
“transparency” of its eastern and southern borders is allowi ng a nmassive and
uncontrolled inflow of illegal inmmgrants fromcountries of the CI'S, Asia,
Africa and the Near and M ddl e East heading for Western Europe. According to
rough estimates, their nunber is in excess of 100,000. Asylumis being sought
in the Republic by nore than 4,000 peopl e from Af ghani stan, Ethiopia, the

I slami ¢ Republic of Iran, Pakistan, Bolivia, China and Sonalia, as well as
about 1,000 former immgrant workers from Viet Nam who do not wish to return
to their home country. The State migration service of the Republic of Belarus
has regi stered about 30,000 persons clainmng refugee status. These

devel opnents are having a negative inpact on the socioecononmic situation in
the Republic, and to sone extent also affect relations between nationalities.

13. Under these circunstances, the Republic is further inproving its
mgration laws. Efforts are being made to conclude bilateral agreenents with
contiguous States to regulate nmigratory novenments. |In particular, agreenents
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have been concluded within the CI'S franework on assi stance to refugees and
di spl aced persons. The CI'S Convention on Human Ri ghts and Fundanent a
Freedonms has been adopted and approval given to a decision to set up an
inter-State fund to aid refugees and di spl aced persons.

14. The Republic of Belarus advocates closer bilateral and nultilatera
cooperation to regulate mgratory flows. 1In this connection, it sponsored and
took a mobst active part in the preparation and di scussion of the Programe of
Action and Priorities of the CIS countries in the field of mgration
refugees, involuntarily displaced persons and returnees - the basic documents
adopted by the Regional Conference to address the problens of refugees,

di spl aced persons, other forns of involuntary displacement and returnees in
the countries of the Commonweal th of |Independent States and rel evant

nei ghbouring states (Cl SCONF), held at Geneva on 30 and 31 May 1996. The
Conference was a positive contribution by the international comunity and CI'S
countries, including Belarus, to alleviating the region's migration problens,
supporting peace and security, and encouragi ng and further devel oping the
rights and fundanental freedons of citizens regardless of their race,
nationality, sex, |language or attitude towards religion

15. The Republic's highest |legislative body is now considering a bill on
i mm gration, whose passage will make it possible to carry out imrigration
controls in a nore orderly and civilized manner and provide effective
assistance to people - regardless of race, colour or nationality - who find
thensel ves in the Republic's territory.

16. Evi dence of the due attention given by the Bel arusian Government to the
probl ems of people who have been brought by a whimof fate to the Republic and
who are seeking refuge in it, is provided by the adoption of the Act on

Ref ugees of 22 February 1995. This Act, in accordance with the Constitution
of the Republic of Belarus and the generally recognized principles of
international |law, defines the |egal status of refugees, regul ates the
procedure for its acquisition or loss and sets forth the |egal, econom c and
soci al guarantees of protection afforded to refugees in Bel arus.

17. Article 1 of the Act defines a refugee as a person “who is not a citizen
of the Republic of Belarus and has arrived in its territory, having been
forced to |l eave the State of his citizenship or of his former habitua
residence (for stateless persons) owing to well-founded fear of being
persecuted for reasons of race, religion, citizenship, nationality, nenbership
of a particular social group or political opinion, and who is unable or, ow ng
to such fear, unwilling to avail hinself of the protection of the State of his
citizenship or of his forner habitual residence”; i.e. the wording fully
corresponds to that of the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees.

18. Under article 8 of the sanme Act, the Republic of Belarus, guided by the
principles of humani smand protection of the rights and fundamental freedons
of citizens regardless of their national or ethnic origin, has undertaken not
to expel any alien against his will after registration of his application for
recognition as a refugee to the State he was forced to | eave on the conditions
provided for in article 1 of this Act, pending a final decision on his
application.
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[11. MEASURES TO | MPROVE NATI ONAL LEG SLATI ON | N ACCORDANCE
W TH THE PROVI SI ONS OF THE CONVENTI ON

19. The changes whi ch have been taking place in recent years in the State
and public Iife of the Republic are also having a beneficial influence on the
substance of the nationalities policy, which is aimed at creating favourable
conditions for the all-round and harnoni ous devel opnment of all nationa
comunities living in the independent State.

20. A key goal of the Republic of Belarus during the transitional period in
the field of the pronotion and protection of the rights and fundanmenta
freedons of citizens, regardless of their race, nationality, sex or religion
is to inprove the national legislation and bring it into conformty with
generally recogni zed international rules and standards. The new | egi sl ative
acts adopted in recent years have formed the necessary |egal framework for the
practical realization of the highest ains and goals regarding the protection
and pronotion of human rights, as set forth in the main United Nations

i nstruments, including the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al
Forms of Racial Discrimnation. Fully supporting the provisions of the

Uni versal Decl aration of Human Ri ghts concerning the freedom and equality in
dignity and rights of all human bei ngs regardl ess of race, colour or nationa
origin, the Republic of Belarus guarantees all citizens living inits
territory equal political, social, economc, civil and cultural rights and
freedons.

21. Thus, article 2 of the Act on Elections of the President of the
Republic of Belarus, dated 29 March 1994, stipulates that “all direct or
indirect restrictions of the electoral rights of citizens of the

Republ i ¢ of Belarus on account of origin, social or property status, race,
nationality, sex, education, |anguage, attitude towards religion, politica
views or type and nature of occupation are prohibited”

22. The Act on the Cabinet of Mnisters of the Republic of Bel arus,

dated 30 January 1995 (art. 9) defines the powers of the Cabinet of Mnisters
of the Republic of Belarus in regard to ensuring |aw and order. It states
that the Cabinet of Mnisters must ensure the rights and freedons of citizens
guaranteed by the Constitution of the Republic and provided for in the State's
i nternational obligations, including protection of the individual from any

unl awful acts or attacks on his life, property or human dignity, as well as
provi de State protection for the citizen both within and outside the territory
of the Republic of Belarus. Under article 6 of this Act, the Cabinet of

M nisters must “carry out State policy regarding the preservation and

devel opnent of the State | anguage and the creation of suitable conditions for
t he devel opnent of the | anguages of other peoples living in the territory of
the Republic of Belarus”.

23. One of the bodies having the right to initiate legislation, inter alia,
on matters relating to the protection of all segments of the popul ation
fromany mani festations of racial discrimnation, is the Supreme Council of
the Republic of Belarus. Thus, the Act on the Supreme Council of the
Republ i c of Belarus, dated 21 Decenber 1994, calls for the Supreme Council by
| egi sl ative nmeans to regul ate rel ati ons between social, national and ot her
comunities on the basis of equality before the | aw and respect for their
rights and interests (art. 3).
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24. The Act on the Press and Ot her Mass Media of 13 January 1995 contains a
provi sion forbidding the use of the mass nedia for the instigation of
national, social, racial or religious intolerance or discord.

25. On 26 May 1995, within the framework of the CI'S, the Republic of Belarus
signed an all-enbracing human rights instrunent known as the CI'S Convention on
Human Ri ghts and Fundanental Freedonms. Article 20 of the Convention states
that all people are equal before the | aw and have the right to equa

protection of the | aw w thout discrimnation of any kind. Enjoynment of the
rights and freedons set forth in this Convention are guaranteed w t hout

di scrimnation on any grounds such as sex, race, colour, |anguage, religion
political or other convictions, national or social origin, nmenbership of a
national mnority, property or official status, place of birth or other

ci rcumst ance

26. The Act on Political Parties, adopted on 5 COctober 1994, states that a
citizen's nmenbership or non-nenbership of a political party may not serve as a
ground for restriction of his rights and freedons (art. 3, prohibition of any
restriction of the rights and freedons of citizens in connection with their
menbership of political parties). Article 6 of the sane Act (restrictions
concerning the establishnment and activities of political parties) “prohibits
the establishnment and activities of political parties whose aimis to change
the constitutional systemby force or which carry out propaganda for war or
national, religious or racial enmty”.

27. Provi sions on prohibiting all forns of discrimnation and ensuring the
equal rights of citizens regardless of nationality or race have been

i ncorporated in the Act on the Principles of Service in the State
Admi ni stration of 23 Novenmber 1993. Thus, article 7 of this Act (right to
serve in the State administration) states that “citizens of the Republic of
Bel arus have the right to serve in the State adm nistration, regardl ess of
social or property status, race, nationality, sex, attitude towards religion
or political opinions”.

28. Simlar nmeasures are also incorporated in the Act on Trade Unions,
dated 22 April 1992, of which article 2 (right of association in trade unions)
states that “citizens ... w thout distinction whatsoever have the right

voluntarily to formtrade unions as they choose and wi t hout prior
aut horization”.

29. Provi sions on the equal rights of all foreign citizens and statel ess
persons, in the Republic of Belarus, regardl ess of race, colour or nationa
origin, are enbodied in the Act on the Legal Status of Foreign Citizens and

St at el ess Persons, adopted on 3 June 1993, article 3 of which reads: *“Foreign
citizens and statel ess persons in the Republic of Belarus shall enjoy the sane
rights and freedons and shall fulfil the same obligations as citizens of the
Republic of Belarus. Foreign citizens and statel ess persons in the Republic
of Belarus are equal before the |aw regardless of origin, social or property
status, race, nationality, sex, education, |anguage, attitude towards
religion, type and nature of occupation or other circunstances”
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30. The economic rights of national mnorities, foreign citizens and

statel ess persons are reflected in the Act on Entrepreneurship, dated

28 May 1991, of which article 2 (entrepreneurs) states that “entrepreneurs are
nat ural persons who are not restricted in rights under the procedure defined
by the legislative acts of the Republic of Belarus, including foreign citizens
and statel ess persons within the bounds of the rights and obligations provided
for by the current |egislation”.

Conformity of national legislation with article 4 (a), (b) and (c)
of the Convention

31. Organi zed and all other propaganda activities which pronote and incite
racial discrimnation in the territory of the Republic of Belarus are treated
as an of fence puni shable under article 71 of the Crimnminal Code of the Republic
of Belarus (“Violation of national and racial equality and of the equal rights
of citizens on account of their attitude towards religion”).

32. Article 3 (restrictions concerning the establishnment and activities of
public associations) of the Act on Public Associations, dated 4 October 1994,
disall ows “the establishnent of public associations whose activities are ai nmed
at the overthrow or forcible change of the constitutional system violation of
the integrity and security of the State, propaganda for war or violence or the
instigation of national, religious or racial enmty”. A simlar provision is
contained in article 6, paragraph 2 (restrictions concerning the establishnment
and activities of political parties) of the Act on Political Parties of

5 Cctober 1994.

33. The Act on the Press and Ot her Mass Media of 13 January 1995 disall ows
the use of the nmass nedia for “the instigation of national, social, racial or
religious intolerance or discord” (art. 5, para. 5). Furthernore, repeated
breaches in the course of a year by editorial staff of the requirements of
article 5 of this Act provides grounds for a court to suspend the activities
of mass nedia (art. 16), and also give rise to disciplinary, admnistrative or
crimnal liability under the legislation of the Republic of Belarus (art. 49).

34. Wth regard to article 4 (c) of the Convention, it should be pointed out
that the legislation of the Republic of Belarus does not directly prohibit
nati onal or local public authorities or public institutions from pronoting or
inciting racial discrimnation. However, under article 3 of the Act on Loca
Government and Sel f- Governnent in the Republic of Belarus, as anmended on

20 February 1995, one of the fundamental principles of |ocal government and
sel f-governnent is that of “Ilawfulness, social justice and humani sni, which
in itself presupposes the prohibition of all fornms of racial discrimnmnation
Furthernore, decisions of |local councils of deputies and of executive or

adm ni strative bodies which restrict or violate the rights, freedons and
legitimate interests of citizens may be appeal ed by natural or juridica
persons to the courts under the procedure established by law (art. 42,

para. 3, of the Act).

35. There have been no recorded instances of crimnal proceedi ngs being
brought in the Republic during the reporting period under article 71 of the
Crimnal Code of the Republic of Belarus, which establishes responsibility for
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actions ainmed at the instigation of national or racial ennmity or discord, at
t he derogation of national honour and dignity, or direct or indirect
restriction of the rights of citizens or the establishment of direct or
indirect privileges for themon account of their race or nationality.

I'V. PRACTI CAL STEPS TO G VE EFFECT TO THE
PROVI SI ONS OF THE CONVENTI ON

36. The Republic of Belarus condemms racial discrimnation and is taking
specific steps to apply in practice the |egislative acts which have been
adopted with a view to ensuring the rights and freedons of citizens regardl ess
of race, sex, l|language or religion

37. A key challenge in pronoting and protecting human rights and enhanci ng
the process of denocracy is to bring the national legislation into conformty
with international rules and standards. 1In this connection, the Republic of

Bel arus is devoting very considerable attention to broadening internationa
cooperation with United Nations bodies and agencies and with other

i nternational organizations. At the request of the Republic of Belarus,

the O fice of the United Nations Hi gh Comni ssioner for Refugees carried

out an expert appraisal of the Republic's Act on Refugees, adopted on

22 February 1995, and this has confirmed that the main provisions of the Act
are consistent with the 1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees.

38. The Republic of Belarus has established cl ose cooperation with the
Uni ted Nations Devel opnment Programme (UNDP) for the inplenentation of a
project entitled “Denocracy, public adm nistration and participation”. The

nmeasures being carried out under this progranme were fornmulated in the |ight
of an objective analysis of social, political and | egal devel opnents and are
ai med at acconplishing the nost inportant goals in the area of the pronotion
and protection of human rights, at further harnoni zing the nationa

I egislation with generally recognized international rules and at creating
favourabl e conditions for the all-round devel opment of the human person
irrespective of race, nationality, sex, |anguage or religion. The programe
envi sages a range of measures to inprove the work of and provide training for
certain key groups of professionals (jurists, |aw enforcenent officials and
adm ni strators, teachers and educators) who are likely to have a particul ar

i npact on the situation of human rights in society.

39. Progressive inplenentation of this project is affording greater neans
for State and public bodies in the Republic to protect citizens' basic rights
and freedons, shape public opinion and devel op effective channels of

comuni cation between State and public organizations for the prevention of
conflict situations and the peaceful settlenent of any differences that my
ari se.

40. The Supreme Council of the Republic of Belarus is considering the need
to establish an office of onbudsman charged with protecting the rights of
private individuals, including representatives of minorities, who believe they
are victinms of unjust actions or discrinmnation on the part of the public

adm ni stration.
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41. The particular attention given by the Belarusian Government to the

probl ems of national minorities is confirmed by the establishnment on

18 January 1995 of a Coordinating Council for National Mnorities attached to
the Cabi net of Mnisters of the Republic of Belarus and headed by a deputy
prime minister. The Council includes representatives of various mnistries
and other central authorities, and | eaders of national associations. Its main
tasks are to coordinate the activities of State bodies and socia

organi zati ons concerning relations anong nationalities and to achieve the

opti mal harnoni zati on of general State interests and the interests of the
national mnorities. The work of the Council involves helping to preserve and
develop the culture of national minorities, to encourage cultural exchanges
bet ween them and on that basis establish a high standard of inter-ethnic
relati ons; studying and anal ysing public opinion concerning relations anong
the nationalities and taking account of the interests and needs of nationa
mnorities in the work of the organs of State and government; pronoting and
strengthening the Republic's ties with the States that are the historical hone
countries for its national mnorities; and organizing and carrying out events
of an inter-ethnic character

42. In 1995 the Coordinating Council exam ned the follow ng questions:

sati sfaction of the educational needs of the national minorities and of their
requirenents in the cultural field; the practice of the local authorities

wor ki ng with national cultural associations of national minorities in the city
of Mnsk and the G odno region; the fornulation of a State outline plan for

t he national cultural devel opnent of the national minorities of the Republic
of Belarus; the holding of a scientific and practical conference on the

probl ems of national minorities; the holding of the first festival of nationa
cultures; ad hoc funding of progranmes for the national cultural devel opnent
of national mnorities at republican and |ocal levels; the work of the Centre
for National Cultures; and the allocation of prem ses for the nationa

cul tural associations of national mnorities.

A. | npl enentation of article 6 of the Convention

43. Ef fective protection of the citizens of the Republic of Belarus from any
acts of racial discrimnation is provided through the courts which, under
article 3 (functions of judges) of the Act on the Judicial System and the
Status of Judges in the Republic of Belarus, adopted on 13 January 1995, “are
required to protect frominfringenment the individual rights and freedonms and
soci al, econom c and political rights of citizens guaranteed by the
Constitution and | egislation of the Republic of Belarus”. The equality of al
citizens before the |aw and the courts, regardl ess of origin, social, officia
or property status, race, nationality, political or other convictions,
attitude towards religion, sex, education, |anguage, type and nature of
occupation, place of residence or other circunmstances, is guaranteed by
article 5 (equality of citizens before the law and the courts) of this Act.
Article 6 (right of citizens to protection of the courts) ensures the right of
citizens of Belarus to protection of the courts fromattacks on life and
heal t h, honour and dignity, personal freedom and property, and the other
rights and freedons guaranteed by the Constitution of the Republic of Belarus
and the current legislation, as well as fromunlawful acts by State

adm nistrative bodies and officials. Foreign citizens and statel ess persons
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are guaranteed, in the territory of the Republic of Belarus, the right to
apply to the courts for protection of their personal, property, famly and
other rights in accordance with the current |egislation

B. Education and teaching

44, The Republic of Belarus has established general conpul sory standards of
education which set the level of the requirements for graduates from various
ki nds of educational institution

45. | ssues concerning relations anong nations and racial or ethnic groups
are reflected in school curricula and teacher-training programes.

46. As part of the curricula, pupils are informed about the culture and
historical traditions of all the peoples living in the Republic and acquai nt
t hensel ves with the rights and fundanmental freedons of citizens regardl ess of
their ethnic origin.

47. In the education and teachi ng process, account is taken of and

expl anations given to pupils concerning the purposes and principles of the
Charter of the United Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human Ri ghts, the
United Nations Declaration on the Elimnation of All Forns of Racia

Di scrimnation, the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forms
of Racial Discrimnation, the Declaration of the Rights of the Child, the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the Wirld Declaration on the Survival,
Protecti on and Devel opnent of Children and ot her such instruments.

48. Provi sion for the educational requirements of citizens of the Republic
of Belarus who regard thensel ves as belonging to national mnorities is
regul ated by law in the Act on Education in the Republic of Belarus of

29 Cctober 1991 (arts. 5-6), the Act on Languages in the Republic of Bel arus
of 26 January 1990 (arts. 22-25), the Act on Culture in the Republic of

Bel arus of 4 June 1991 (art. 10), the Act on National Mnorities in the
Republ i c of Belarus of 11 Novenber 1992 (arts. 3 and 5) and the Act on the
Ri ghts of the Child of 19 Novenber 1993 (art. 19).

49. The m nisterial regulations and standard-setting instrunents which are
bei ng adopted in the field of education and science in the process of reform
of the general education system and on the basis of the above-nentioned Acts,
taking into account the results of the national referendum held on

14 May 1995, ensure conpliance with the provisions of the Constitution of the
Republic of Belarus and the International Convention on the Elimnation of Al
Forms of Racial Discrimnation. Their aimis to shape and build nationa

awar eness anong citizens of the Republic of Belarus and to devel op a sense of
respect for the representatives of other countries and peoples of the world.

50. The teaching staff in educational institutions and the public education
authorities are engaged in considerable organi zati onal and net hodol ogi cal work
to establish favourable conditions for neeting the educational needs of
representatives of national mnorities.

51. On 1 March 1996 a M nistry of Education and Sci ence board consi dered and
passed a decision on the topic “Satisfying the educational needs of nationa



CERD/ C/ 299/ Add. 8
page 13

mnorities in the Republic of Belarus”. Every year the Nastaunitskaya gazeta
(teachers' newspaper) publishes mnisterial instructions elucidating questions
relating to this matter.

52. In the 1995/96 school year, out of a total of approximtely 5,000
gener al - educati on day schools (over 1.5 mllion pupils), |anguages of nationa
mnorities are being taught in 330 schools catering for nmore than 15, 000
pupils where the | anguage is studied as an optional subject in study circles
and other forms of instruction. There is a network of Sunday school s and
schools run by Polish Roman Catholic churches, synagogues and nosques, where
| anguages of national mnorities are studied together with the history and
geography of the country of ethnic origin, as well as the traditions and
culture of the peoples concerned.

53. The Russi an | anguage, in accordance with the Constitution of the
Republic of Belarus, is used in relations anong nationalities, and this
accounts for its particular status in the country's general education system
The study of Russian is conpulsory in all general education schools. Since
1995, in the entrance exanmi nations for institutions of higher education

candi dat es have been able to choose either Belarusian |anguage and literature
or Russian | anguage and literature.

54. Polish is taught nmainly by teachers undergoi ng progressive training in
Polish philology in institutes for advanced studies and in the Republic of
Pol and (Bi al ystock, Warsaw and Lublin - about 150 persons annually). In

cooperation with the teachers' centre in Lublin, advanced courses are

organi zed during school holidays by the Mnsk republican institute for skills
i mprovenent and training of key personnel and specialists in education, and

al so by the G odno regional institute for the inprovenent of teachers' skills.

55. Classes with Polish as the | anguage of instruction are normally
entrusted to teachers fromthe Republic of Poland who have been invited by the
M ni stry of Education and Science on the basis of the agreement on cooperation
between the Mnistry of Public Education of the Republic of Poland and the

M ni stry of Education and Sci ence of the Republic of Belarus for the period
1994-1995. Teachers of Polish | anguage and literature are trained at G odno
State University and at the Vol kovysk and G odno teacher training colleges.
Polish as a second foreign | anguage is al so studied at the Belarusian State
University in the departnent of Slavonic philology and at the history faculty
in the Bel arusi an Language University; the Polish | anguage is a subject
studi ed at the Bel arusi an Pedagogi cal University and at the Brest Pedagogica
Uni versity.

56. Ukrainian is studied at two schools in the Brest region; the Tatar
cultural and educational association “al-Kitab” is very active in arranging
for the study of Crinean Tatar and Arabic.

57. Li t huani an | anguage and literature is studied by pupils in five schools
of the Grodno region. 1In the village of Pelyasy, in the Voronovo district, a
basi ¢ school has opened to provide teaching of all subjects in Lithuanian. In

the village of Ri ndyuny, in the Ostrovets district, the Lithuanian cultura
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and educational centre runs a primary school and a kindergarten with
Li t huani an as the | anguage of instruction and education. These schools teach
the history of Lithuania and the history of Lithuanian culture.

58. In Mnsk, at secondary school No. 132, there is a school for the Jew sh
mnority where 225 children are studying in the 1995/96 school year. Besides
nmoder n Hebrew, under the gui dance of teachers fromlsrael pupils study, as a
subj ect, the traditions of the Jew sh people and the history and geography of
| srael .

59. In Vitebsk, the consul ate of Latvia runs a Sunday school for the study
of Latvian.

60. There are at present 16 Sunday schools in Belarus where public education
is provided to nore than 1,500 children

61. Wth the entry into force of the Act on the Rights of the Child and in
accordance with a national plan of action for the protection of children's
rights covering the period 1996-2000, as approved by decree of the President
in April 1995, the Republic of Belarus has undertaken a nunber of neasures
reflecting the provisions of the International Convention on the Elimnation
of Al Forms of Racial Discrimnation

62. Specific steps to inplement the National Plan of Action for the
protection of the rights of the child in the education system i ncl ude:

(a) Refl ection of the main ideas and rules of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child in the content and process of teaching at genera
education and vocational training schools, especially in the humanities and
soci al sciences;

(b) Adoption of a nunber of instruments providing a |egal framework
for the regul ations of the national adoption centre and regul ati ons on the
i ntegrated teaching of children with special psychophysical needs in genera
education schooal s;

(c) Est abl i shnment of a network of diagnostic and rehabilitation
centres for disabled children, children and pupils living in radiation-
contam nated areas and children with special psychophysical needs;

(d) Formul ati on of a governnment “Child health” programe.

63. A special “Rights of the child” course has been introduced at al
teachi ng and educational institutions, and a progranme has been drawn up for
the training of teaching and | egal staff at higher and special secondary
educational establishments and at institutes for retraining of staff in the
education sector.

64. The State inspectorate of teaching institutions and all departnents of
the Mnistry of Education and Sci ence have been assigned the task of anal ysing
progress made in studying and inplenmenting the provisions of the Act on the
Rights of the Child in educational institutions.
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65. Departments of the Mnistry of Education and Science, the Bel arusian
fund for social support of children and adol escents and a nunber of interested
organi zations and institutions, in pursuance of the ideas of the Convention
and of the legislative and normative acts issued by the State, have decided to
hol d anot her republican scientific and practical conference in 1996 on the
topic “Humanistic formation of the child s personality within the famly,
society and the State”, the ains of which are to evaluate progress in applying
State enactnents, to define the necessary conditions and neasures required of
the State, society and the famly to inplenment the Act on the Rights of the
Child and to focus the attention of the nmass nedia, State institutions and
public organi zations on issues relating to the devel opment of the child.

C. Culture and religion

66. Inits cultural activities in inplenmentation of the provisions of the

I nternational Convention on the Elimnation of Al Forns of Racial

Di scrimnation, the Belarusian Governnment is guided by the Act on Culture in
the Republic of Belarus (4 July 1991) and the Act on Languages in the Republic
of Belarus (26 January 1990). These reflect the changes in the substance of
the nationalities policy which have occurred as a result of devel opments in
the State and public life of Belarus in recent years.

67. Wth a viewto fostering inter-ethnic and intercul tural understanding,
tol erance and friendship anong nati ons and peoples, in 1995-1996 the Mnistry
of Culture and the Press of the Republic of Belarus signed protocols and
agreements on cooperation in the field of culture with the Mnistry of Culture
and Art of the Republic of Poland (25 March 1995), the Mnistry of Culture of
the Russian Federation (24 April 1995), the Mnistry of Culture of Ukraine

(26 February 1995), the Mnistry of Culture of the Republic of Ml dova

(11 Septenber 1995), the Mnistry of Culture of the People's Republic of China
(14 December 1995) and the Mnistry of Culture of the Azerbaijani Republic

(6 March 1996), as well as the protocol of the session of the

Bel ar usi an- German M xed Commi ssi on on Cul tural Cooperation (10 Novenber 1995).
All these agreenents contain articles whereby the parties undertake to create
favourabl e conditions for cultural cooperation, to conbine their efforts with
a view to broadening reciprocal exchange of the achievenents of culture and to
mani f est concern for the cultural identity of the peoples, nations and
nationalities living in their territories.

68. A nunber of intergovernnental agreenents have been drawn up and signed:

(a) Agr eenment between the Governnment of the Republic of Belarus and
t he Government of the Republic of Poland on cooperation in the field of
culture, science and education (27 Novenber 1995);

(b) Agr eenment between the Governnent of the Republic of Belarus and
the Government of the Russian Federation on cooperation in the field of
culture, science and education (21 February 1995);

(c) Agr eenment between the Governnment of the Republic of Belarus and
the Governnent of the Republic of Turkey on cooperation in the field of
education, science, culture and sport (8 August 1995);
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(d) Menmor andum of Under st andi ng on cooperation in the field of
culture, science, education, sport and tourism between the Governnment of the
Republic of Belarus and the Governnent of the Islamc Republic of Iran
(14 July 1995);

(e) Agr eenment between the Governnent of the Republic of Belarus and
t he Government of the Republic of Kazakstan on cooperation in the field of
culture, science and education (17 January 1996);

() Agreenment between the Governnent of the Republic of Belarus and
the Governnent of Ronmania on cooperation in the field of science, culture,
education, information, health care, sport and tourism (7 May 1995). These
docunents reflect the undertakings of the parties in regard to the devel opnent
of the cultures of peoples living in their territories and guarantees of their
equal rights to take part in cultural life.

69. A Centre for National Cultures, with the status of a republican State
cultural institution, has been active in Mnsk since 1994. Together with
nati onal societies, the Centre organi zes scientific and practical conferences
on national cultural issues, archaeographic expeditions to areas where
national mnorities are concentrated, senminars for directors of cultura
bodi es and institutions on issues of interaction between national societies
and State cultural institutions. The first republican festival of nationa
cultures is being held in Belarus in 1995-1996.

70. Recent years have wi tnessed a substantial increase in the activities of
soci al groupings of national mnorities and a striving to acquire a certain
cul tural autonony.

71. The State institutions responsible for culture and the arts are
assisting national and cultural societies in the organization of their
educational activities. National anmateur artists' groups work in association
with the cultural institutions. They jointly organize national festivals of
folk art and cinema and exhibitions of graphic art. Theatres stage plays in
nati onal | anguages.

72. Wth a view to enhancing nutual understanding in the field of culture
and the interaction of national, regional and ethnic cultures, an outline plan
is being formul ated to develop the cultures of the national mnorities of

Bel arus and preparations are being made for an international conference on
this topic.

73. The new conditions for the devel opment of Bel arusian statehood and the
striving for spiritual renewal are contributing to an intensification of the
activities of religious organizations. Having enbarked on |aying the
foundati on for a Bel arusi an secul ar society, the State is endeavouring to make
carefully bal anced arrangenents for a systemintegrating the Church and
religion and to seek new fornms of religious policy that would satisfy al
segments of the popul ation regardl ess of nationality, race, sex or |anguage.
State policy concerning religion is based on the equal rights of al

religions, churches and associations, and non-interference by the authorities
and social novenents in the internal affairs of religious organizations.



CERD/ ¢/ 299/ Add. 8
page 17

74. At present Belarus has 1,952 religious comunities of 26 denom nati ons,
anong which 918 are Orthodox, 360 Ronman Catholic, 31 Od Believer, 11 Geek
Catholic, 586 Protestant, 15 Jewi sh and 20 Islam c. (For purposes of
conmparison, in 1988 Belarus had 793 religious organi zati ons belonging to

8 denom nations.) There are 68 religious associations, centres, boards and
unions; 7 religious teaching institutions (Orthodox and Catholic senmi naries, a
Bible institute, etc.) and 10 nonasteries (8 Orthodox and 2 Catholic) have
been regi stered.

75. Gui ded by the relevant international conventions and the Act on Freedom
of Religion and Religious Organizations of 17 Decenber 1992, the Government of
the Republic of Belarus in August 1995 concl uded an agreenment with the
exarchate of the Bel arusian Orthodox Church, the purpose of which is the
revival of the tradition of harnony between noral or ethical and rationalist
education, and recognition of the fundanmental inportance of applying in

Bel arus the traditional European principle of the differentiated status of
religions, denom nations and doctrines in view of their relation to culture as
a whole and to State educational programres in particular

D. Health care
76. The Act on Health Care of 18 June 1993 stipulates that all citizens of
the Republic, regardless of race, nationality, sex, |anguage or religion, have
the right to health care. This right is ensured through

(a) Free nedical care in State health institutions;

(b) Consolidation of the material and technical resources of health
i nstitutions;

(c) Trai ni ng of nedical and pharmaceutical staff;
(d) Creation of a favourable human environnent;

(e) Availability of medical, therapeutic, prophylactic and restorative
facilities;

() Creation of conditions for the practice of physical education and
sport.

77. Every citizen has the right to choose freely his own doctor and
heal th-care institution (art. 4).

78. Persons under investigation or in places of confinenment are also
guar ant eed necessary medi cal care (art. 6).

79. The Act states than no one may be conpelled to undergo medi ca
exam nation, investigation or in-patient or out-patient treatnent except in
the cases specifically prescribed by the legislation in force.
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80. Section 5 of the Act sets out the rules for nedical care of patients who
constitute a danger to society. Conpulsory nedical certification of such
persons is carried out by decision of the health institutions with the
agreenent of a procurator, and conpul sory hospitalization and treatnment by
deci sion of a court under the procedure established by the |egislative acts of
t he Republic of Belarus.

81. Persons who are HI V-positive or suffering from AlDS cannot be subjected,
on that ground, to discrimnation of any kind.

82. Bel arus has drafted a bill on psychiatric care, regulations on
psychiatric hospitals or wards with intensive supervision, instructions on the
procedure for applying coercive or other measures of a nedical character to
persons with nental disorders who have committed acts constituting a danger to
soci ety, and instructions on the performance of forensic psychiatric

exam nations in the Republic of Belarus.

E. Mss nedia

83. Coverage of issues concerning national mnorities in Belarusian
periodi cal s and books is regulated by the |egislation of the Republic of

Bel arus: the Constitution, the Declaration on State Sovereignty and the Act
on the Press and Other Mass Media. In their activities the print nmedia are
governed by the principles of the Free Press Charter, international |aw
relating to nationalities policies and the Act on National Mnorities in the
Republ i c of Bel arus.

84. The representatives of all nationalities have unrestricted access to
information. They are entitled to set up their own newspapers, nmgazi nes and
publ i shing houses, and to obtain licenses for such activities. Thus, as of

1 April 1996, the State Committee on the Press had registered 897 periodicals;
139 of them appear in Belarusian, 170 in Belarusian and Russian, 40 in

Bel arusi an and ot her | anguages, 115 in Russian and other |anguages, 3 in
Polish, 2 in Ukrainian and ot her |anguages, and 1 in English

85. The publishing centres which have been founded by associations of
national mnorities discuss the problens of their national cultura
associations in six newspapers and magazi nes, as well as in books. The press
of the Union of Poles in Belarus has been authorized to produce the newspaper
G os znad Niemma, which has 75 per cent funding fromthe State budget, and
there are two private newspapers in Polish - Ziem a Lidzka and Cudowna Podroz.
| ssues concerning the Jewish cormmunities in Belarus are covered by the
newspaper Aviv Hadash (New Spring) and a publication of the Gonmel Jew sh
associ ation entitled Edinstvo-Ahdut. In Ukrainian there is a newspaper called
&ol os Ber est ei shchi ny.

86. The life of the social and cultural associations of the nationa
mnorities is reflected in the Republic's | eading newspapers; since
January 1996 the Respublika newspaper has contained a nonthly feature page
entitled “Comopnweal th”.
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87. At the request of representatives of the national mnorities, the plan
for publication of socially relevant literature by State publishing houses
under the State Committee on the Press includes the panphlets and books of
various ethnic groups living in Belarus.

88. Wth a viewto inproving the systemfor informng the public about the
activities of the sociocultural associations, round-table discussions, press
conferences and other events are held with the participation of directors of
State institutions and social organizations and representatives of the mass

medi a.



