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The preparation of the second periodic report

1. The second periodic report of the Republic oéiyaijan under the United Nations
Human Rights Council Universal Periodic Report nzstbm was elaborated by the
Working Group established by the Decree of theiBees of the Republic of Azerbaijan of
13 July 2012. The very second periodic report wabazated under the guidance of the
Ministry for Foreign Affairs and in cooperation withe Administration of the President,
Ministry of Internal Affairs, Ministry for JusticeMinistry for Economic Development,
Ministry of Labor and Social Protection of the Plgtion, Ministry of Culture and
Tourism, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Healthinistry of Youth and Sport,
Committee on State Statistics, State Committee efud®es and Internally Displaced
Persons, Central Commission on Elections, the ©fficthe State Prosecutor, Ministry for
National Security, the Ministry of Defense, the t8t€ouncil under the President of the
Republic of Azerbaijan for the support of non-gawaental agencies, State Committee on
Religious Affairs, the Office of the Commissionefr lmuman rights of the Republic of
Azerbaijan and the State Committee on Family, WoarghChildren Problems.

2. In accordance with the UN GA Resolution 17/1é&8titled “The follow-up of the

Human Rights Council resolution 16/21 with regasdhe universal periodic review”, the
second periodic report reflects the information dne implementation of the
recommendations accepted during the first reviesv,weell as information on recent
achievements on the promotion and protection ofdwurights in the country.

3. For the implementation of the recommendationermiduring the first review of the
Republic of Azerbaijan under the UN HRC UPR mecsiamithe Working Group bringing
together the representatives of different statamsgvas established on 22 December 2010
and the interim report of the Republic of Azerbaijan the implementation of the
recommendations of its first UPR review was presgnto the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human Rights in 2012. The viewd aecommendations of the very
Working Group were taken into consideration duting preparation of the second periodic
report.

4. In compliance with the item 2 (the preparatidnttte second periodic report in
cooperation with civil society institutions) of tiRresidential Decree 2366 of 13 July 2012,
the draft of the second periodic report was placadthe web-site of the Ministry for
Foreign Affairs for reflection of the views of tloévil society as well as non-governmental
organizations on the very document.

The legal and institutional mechanisms for pranotion and
protection of human rights

The National Action Program of the Republic of Aerbaijan on
increasing the efficiency of the protection of huma rights and
freedoms

5. The issues raised in the recommendations pexbsedtiring the first universal
periodic review of the Republic of Azerbaijan (A/BR.1/20, dated 29 may 2009) were
reflected in the National Action Program of the Rlelic of Azerbaijan on increasing the
efficiency in the protection of human rights andefdloms, which was approved with the
Presidential Decree of 27 December 2011.

6. The very National Action Program envisages thalization of the following
measures, along with others:
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« the continuation of the acceding by the Republidpérbaijan to the international
treaties on the protection of human rights;

« the conduct of researches on the implementationthef provisions of the
international documents regulation the protectibiwman rights by the courts in
the Republic of Azerbaijan;

 the guarantying of trainings for the public sergartfficers of courts, officers of
public prosecutor’s office, officers of ministry ofternal affairs and lawyers,
workers of the office of High Commissioner of HumRights of the Republic of
Azerbaijan and officers of the municipals on intfonal documents on human
rights, especially European Convention on Humarmiig

« the preparation and realization of joint projectshwthe UN specialized agencies
and international regional organizations and etc.

7. Furthermore, the National Action Program deteasithe concrete responsible state
organs for its realization. The relevant executivgans cooperate closely with civil society
institutions in realization of the National ActioRrogram. The Working Group on
coordination of the realization of the National et Program, consisting of the
representatives of executive organs responsibléhforealization of the National Action
Plan report to the President on its activity oegutar basis.

The improvement of the normative legal base

8. The promotion and protection of human righta iority issue for the Government
of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Article 12.1 of theonstitution of the Republic of
Azerbaijan stipulates that ensuring the rights lémetties of a person and a citizen, decent
living conditions for the citizens of the Repubt€ Azerbaijan is the highest objective of
the State. Rights and liberties of a person ardecitlisted in the present Constitution are
implemented in accordance with international tesatd those the Republic of Azerbaijan is
a party. To achieve the very aim relevant normdtgal acts are being adopted and control
mechanisms for their efficient realization are edstablished on a regular basis.

9. After the universal periodic review of the finsational report, along with other
relevant measures, the following laws have beeptado

e The Law on Education (19 June 2009);
» The Law on Combat against domestic violence (22 2A010);

e The Law on Ensuring the rights and freedoms of de&ined persons (22 May
2012);

» The Law on Ensuring the intellectual property reghhd combat against piracy (22
May 2012).

10.  According to the article 71.6 of the Constitatiof the Republic of Azerbaijan,

rights and liberties of a human being and citizaet, on the territory of the Republic of
Azerbaijan by themselves. Article 148.2 stipulatest international agreements to which
the Republic of Azerbaijan is a party constituteiregral part of legislative system of the
Republic of Azerbaijan.

11. In last four years the Republic of Azerbaijaashacceded to the following
international treaties, which importantly contributo the promotion and protection of
human rights:

« The UNESCO Convention on the protection and proomof the Diversity of
Cultural Expressions (26 November 2009);
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» The Convention of the Council of Europe on Actigraimst Trafficking in Human
Beings (11 May 2010);

* The ILO Convention No. 156 concerning Equal Oppaities and Equal Treatment
for Men and Women Workers: Workers with Family Rasgbilities (11 May
2010);

» The ILO Convention No 183 concerning the revisidrtte Maternity Protection
Convention (Revised) 1952 (11 May 2010);

» The Agreement on the establishment of the Intesnati Anti-corruption Academy
as an International Organization (29 June 2012).

lll.  The measures realized in the sphere of humanghts and the
implementation of the recommendations

Accede to Rome Statue of the International Crimial Court, ensure the
conformity of national legislation to the international commitments and
conform the legislation to provisions of the Convetion against Torture

(recommendation No. 1)

12. The Republic of Azerbaijan participated at the Diplomatic Conference (Rome
Conference) of Plenipotentiary Representativesstabéishment of International Criminal
Court held on 15-17 June 1998 and took part aatloption of the final statement. Since
1998 till present discussions on different crimésttare under the jurisdiction of
International Criminal Court and on its punitive ¢chanisms are ongoing. From the other
hand the formation of International Criminal Coigtongoing. Therefore, the Republic of
Azerbaijan observes the process of formation ofitiernational Criminal Court. After the
process is complete, the possible accession tBtdtae of the International Criminal Court
may be reviewed by competent authorities of theuRkp of Azerbaijan. Thorough study
of proposals concerning the amendments to Coristitind other legislative acts of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, necessary for the accesgiothe Rome Statute must be realized
by the relevant competent authorities of the Rapudfl Azerbaijan. Hence, the conclusion
of the formation process of the Statue is imporfeoth the view of acceding to it.

Measures taken in the fight against torture, othecruel inhuman or
degrading treatment and punishment

13. The Republic of Azerbaijan in accordance witv lof 31 may 1996 acceded the
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, InhunwmanDegrading Treatment or
Punishment of United Nations of 1984. By accedioghis convention the Republic of
Azerbaijan took commitments for creating effectlegislation, administrative, court and
other measures for prevention of torture and systiemand purposeful steps in this
direction were granted by the State. Thus, Artid8 of the Criminal Code of the Republic
of Azerbaijan defines psychical agony and hard glaypain caused by permanent beating
and other violent acts as a torture crime. Durifsgubsion of % periodic report of the
Republic of Azerbaijan on “Convention against Togttand Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment or Punishment” held in th& 48ssion of UN Committee against
Torture in Geneva on 9-11 November 2009, in respoits the recommendation of
committee members, the General Prosecutor's Offitered to differ the article 133.3 of
the Criminal Code of the Republic of Azerbaijannfrarticles 133.1 and 133.2 of the
Criminal Code which are mostly related to domestiolence and attach it as an
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independent norm which stipulates an official aobject of crime or a person incited by
official to the crime. In accordance with law ofethRepublic of Azerbaijan “On
Amendments to the Criminal Code of the Republidpérbaijan” dated 29 June 2012 the
word “torture” in the name of article 133 was raq@d with “agony”, Article 133.3 of that
Code was abolished, article 293 of the Criminal €wés renamed to “Torture and Cruel,
Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment nasicdered as Torture” and “official
person of state authority or any other person gdtimame of him or any other acting on
his incitement or other persons him to be informisdiefined as subject of this article.

14. The Republic of Azerbaijan acceded to Optidtratocol to the Convention against
Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Tneat or Punishment on 29 January
2009 and the Commissioner on Human Rights (Ombudpofahe Republic of Azerbaijan
was appointed as preventive mechanism on 13 JarR@09 in accordance with the
Optional Protocol. Relevant enlightening and othecessary measures are to be realized
for to provide effective implementation of nationakeventive functions envisaged in the
National Action Program of the Republic of Azerbaijincreasing the efficiency of
protection of human rights and freedoms.

15. In accordance with the Constitution of the Raiguof Azerbaijan human rights and
freedoms are applied in conformity with internaibragreements our state is party to.
According to article 148.2 of the Constitution imational agreement to which the
Republic of Azerbaijan is party to are constitugrart of national legislation system
(excluding Constitution and acts adopted by refdwem) and if collision between
normative legal acts and international agreemerisgsinternational agreements prevail.
Under this requirement of the Constitution durirdpption of draft laws all of them are
reviewed for conformity with Constitution and imetional law and in case of
contradiction, draft laws are adjusted to intelval agreements. For this purpose relevant
draft laws are examined at international organiresti and their recommendations are
considered. Moreover according t& paragraph of National Action Plan on Protection of
Human Rights adopted by order of the PresidenhefRepublic of Azerbaijan dated 28
December 2006, the conformity of implementation @dmmitments arising from
international agreements which the Republic of Aagan is party to and of national
legislation to international legal documents isngeal.

Promotion of human rights and cooperation with NGDs in this field
(recommendation No. 2, 3, 29, 30 and 32)

Enhancement of effectiveness on protection and @motion of human rights

16. In the field of protection and promotion of haimrights towards strengthening the
institutional and political mechanisms with the afrsimplification of application to courts
by population during last 5 years 20 new regioanalwell as appellation and the court on
grave crimes are established, military court isrimepd. Taking into account the particular
importance of administrative courts in preventimg tviolation of civil rights by state
authorities, administrative-economical courts héesn established in 7 regions of the
country and began to operate since January of Zl1id increase of work burden at courts
related with the rapid economic development ofdbentry led to the increase of number
of judges, which reached to 600, increasing twicerécent years, number of court
employees increased up to 75%, assistant staffllgcated to every judge. The
improvement of the material support of judges visfocus of attention and in comparison
with year 2000 their salary was increased up ttr8s.

17. To strengthen the institutional measures in fidd of human rights, the
implementation of “Justice Reform Support Programeing jointly realized with the
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European Commission. The main purpose of the pnoggsdo support the modernization of
the justice system in Azerbaijan by promoting pectite of human rights and pre-eminence
of law. Program includes measures on 3 directiomsprovement the operation of regional
justice sectors, strengthening the potential ofideisAcademy, supporting the reforms of
the penitentiary system.

Fight against corruption and enhancement of effdiveness in promotion and
providing human rights and freedoms

18. In line with the recommendations of the Eurap€auncil Group of States against
Corruption (GRECO), some important amendments teen made to the Criminal Code
by law dated 24 June 2011. Chapter 33 of the Cods wimplified and renamed
(Corruption crimes and other crimes against senvitarest), issues concerning the force of
criminal law on criminal acts out of the borderstlod Republic of Azerbaijan and circle of
official persons arrested for corruption crimes atiter crimes against service interest were
made precise.

19.  Furthermore, according to amendments made itmifsd Code by Law dated 7
March 2012 use of legal criminal measures agaggxllentities are envisaged for deeds
considered in articles 308 (abuse of power), 3ttdpt bribes (passive bribery)), 312 (give
bribe (active bribery)), 312.1 (lllegal influencen @ecisions of official person (impact
trade)), 313 (duty falsification) and other articlsf the Code.

20.  According to the Constitutional Law on “Normatilegal acts” dated 21 December
2010, particular attention is paid to the expertidraft normative legal acts in the sphere
of the fight against corruption and all normatiwgal acts adopted in the country are
included to the State Registry of Legal Acts (hugltiar.gov.az).

21. International cooperation in the field of thght against corruption is considered to
be of utmost importance. Azerbaijan, being oneheffounders actively participates in the
work of International Association of Anti-CorruptidAuthorities which involves more than

140 states; minister of justice of the Republi®aérbaijan is the vice president of the very
organization.

22.  The National Action Plans on Promotion of Opggovernment and on the Fight
against Corruption approved with order of the Hea&tate dated 5 September 2012 aims
at promotion of transparency in local and natiagrdtities and effective use of potential of
the country. Action plans that will cover years 202015 are aimed at granting the
sustainability of measures implemented againstupbion in the Republic of Azerbaijan,
enhancement of transparency in the work of statkoaities, formation of governance in
accordance with modern standards and promotiopeh government principles.

23.  “National strategy on enhancement of transpreand fight against corruption”
was implemented during 2007-2011 with the aim tprome the activity of the state bodies
in compliance with modern standards. Also importapasures were defined in strategy on
implementation of open government principles. Thepliblic of Azerbaijan joined all
international efforts on promotion of sound govew® Azerbaijan joined new and
international initiative on Open Government Parsh@y in 2011 for to enhance the
transparency, to improve the activities promotihg bpen government, to exchange the
international experience in this field as well ascbntribute to the international efforts.
Furthermore, the Republic of Azerbaijan is onelaf founders of the International Anti-
Corruption Academy and is party to the agreemen ‘Establishment of International
Anti-Corruption Academy as International Organiaatisince 29 June 2012.

24.  Following measures have been realized for egipdin of principles of transparency
in the activity of state authorities and open goveent.
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In the field of ensuring freedom of information

25. The Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan “On Rigiet Obtain Information” was
adopted in 2005. Supervision of the implementatidnthe law was entrusted to the
Commissioner on Human Rights (Ombudsman) of theuBlép of Azerbaijan. Practical
work within the framework of “National Strategy oRight against Corruption and
Enhancement of Transparency” was done to simplifg bbtaining of information.
Measures necessary for presenting the informatigoublic by state organs in a proactive
form have been determined.

In the field of formation of electron services

26. In 2010 second “Electron Azerbaijan” prograns\adopted. Decree of the President
of the Republic of Azerbaijan on “Measures towaFasmation of Electron Services by

State Authorities” was signed on 23 May 2011. Adaug to this decree state authorities
formed electron services related to all their agtimreas. Common governmental electron
portal, www.e-gov.az was established with the aimgtiarantee the formation “Single-

window” principle of electron services.

27. State Agency for Public Services and Sociabvations under the President of
Azerbaijan was established on July 2012 with the af providing all services by state
authorities to public from one place and with mquality and comfort. “ASAN” service
centers will operate under the very authority. “A$Aervice” centers are authorities
providing unit and coordinated implementation ofvsses provided by state bodies.
Activity purposes of “ASAN” service centers arelfalings:

 decrease time loss and additional costs of citizens

 achieve observing polite manner and ethic normb migard to citizens;
» enhancement of professionalism level,

« strengthen the trust to state authorities;

« strengthen fight against corruption and enhangeesparency;

» more wide use of electron services;

 enhancing the effectiveness of institutional refeimthis field.

Cooperation with civil society institutions and guaranteeing the participation of public

28. Participation of NGOs at working groups undeontnission on Combating
Corruption is guaranteed. Information and CommuivcaNetwork of NGOs combating
Corruption was established in 2005. The CommissinonCombating Corruption joined
Network. Network conducted public hearings on eglislation drafts related to combating
corruption and transparency enhancement.

29. Inresponse to the recommendation addressibe tRepublic of Azerbaijan, its is to
be noted that the Commissioner for Human Rightsuiservising the implementation of
recommendations of the Universal Periodic Review aas independent monitoring
mechanism. Commissioner continues its efficientpesation with NGOs, public and civil
society on the implementation of all recommendatiorhe participation of civil society
institutions, local NGOs and communities were eadun all public hearings held in all
cities and districts of the country to monitor themotion and implementation of the
National Action Plan as well as to educate peopléhe right to vote.
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Human rights education and trainings

30. With the aim of broadening the enlightening sugas on human rights the
following measures are foreseen in the NationaliokctProgram of the Republic of
Azerbaijan on increasing the efficiency of the pmion of human rights and freedoms:

« carry on the work towards preparing, publishing drsdributing among population
training aids, visual aids, booklets and postersuman rights;

» improvement of scientific research works on humaghts and freedoms in
universities and science centers;

» enhancing the efficiency of education on human teghnd establishment of
specialized human rights centers or networks fierghrpose;

« translation of decisions of the European Court afimtdn Rights to Azerbaijani
language and its dissemination among relevant atid®

 granting the studying the international documemtshaman rights, particularly of
the European Convention on Human Rights among @udaivants, employees of
court, public prosecutor’s office, internal affaiuthorities and advocates, apparatus
and regional centers staff of Commissioner on HuRayhts (Ombudsman) of the
Republic of Azerbaijan and municipality members;

 development of human rights sections in libraries;

« establishment and development of web pages of atatteorities operating in the
human rights field.

31. Furthermore, all relevant authorities of thep&®#ic of Azerbaijan implement
durable common projects on promotion of human sighith international organizations
(Office of the United Nations High Commissioner fduman Rights, OSCE, European
Council and other specialized organizations). Meetothe study of international
documents on human rights, particularly Europeanv€ntion on Human Rights by public
servants and by leading education staff is ongoifige Ministry of Education in
cooperation with organizations like UNICEF, Intdinaal Red Cross, “Reliable Future”
Youth organization, ABA/CELLI organization, “Cleaiorld”, “International Migration
Organization”, Conrad Adenauer Fund of Germanyyé&S@hildren” realizes joint projects
and programs in the field of human rights educatibmust be noted that, the Government
of the Republic of Azerbaijan is committed to cogte with UN Human Rights Council,
the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Riglnd other mechanisms on human
rights on protection and promotion of human rightdyich is a priority issue for the
Republic of Azerbaijan.

32.  Training course under “Know your Rights” motto topic “conducting enlightening
work for preventing earlier marriage” was held iakg by Ministry of Youth and Sport on
11-13 June 2012. The participants of the trainiogree were socially active youth from
regions where “Youth House” functions.

33.  With the aim to ensure the implementation efridevant paragraphs of the National
Action Program of the Republic of Azerbaijan onrgmsing the efficiency of the protection
of human rights and freedoms, training courses yfouth organizations under topic
“Development of Law Culture” were organized by Mmistry of Youth and Sport in Baku
on 19-21 September 2012.

34. On 20-22 November 2012 the training course utioetopic “Efficient Promotion
of Child Rights” for socially active youth from riems where “Youth House” operates, was
held in Baku. Event was organized by the Ministfyrvouth and Sport in relation with the
anniversary of adoption UN Convention on the Rigtitthe Child.
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To implement the voluntary pledges and to issudganding invitation for
the special procedures of the UN Human Rights Couiic
(recommendation No. 5)

35. In relation to this recommendation, it is to bederlined that the Republic of
Azerbaijan is cooperating with the Special Procedunandate holders of the UN HRC and
is committed to the very cooperation. Up to nove Republic of Azerbaijan has accepted
all the visit requests of the UN Special Procedunezndate holders, for example, the visit
requests of the Working Group on arbitrary detergti¢2009-2011), Special Reporter on
violence against women, its causes and consequéR088), Special Rapporteur on the
independence of judges and lawyers (2009), SpBeipporteur on the rights to freedom of
peaceful assembly and of association (2012) ancci&p&apporteur on the right of
everyone to the enjoyment of the highest attainataladard of physical and mental health
(2012). Representative of the Secretary-Genergh@muman rights of internally displaced
persons paid visit to the Republic of Azerbaijan 24 May 2010. The Special
Rapporteur on the right of everyone to the enjoyneérthe highest attainable standard of
physical and mental health paid visit to Azerbaijanl6-23 May 2012.

To ensure family, woman and children rights (recoomendation No. 6,
7,8,9,10,11, 12, 22, 23, 26)

Promotion and protection of the rights of womengcombat against domestic violence
and guarantee of gender equality

36. It should be pointed out that since accedingtite UN Convention on the
“Elimination of all forms of discrimination againstomen” on June 30, 1995 and to its
Optional protocol on February 16, 2001, the RepubifiAzerbaijan has pursued systematic
and consecutive measures to implement its commisnen realization of effective
legislation, administrative, judicial and otherewdnt measures in the field of protection
women’s rights. The law on “Combat against domesitdence” was adopted in 2010
taking into consideration the best practices ofedént states. The notion of domestic
violence as well as measures to prevent domestiendée and other relevant measures
which was not envisaged in the legislation previppuare regulated by legislation now.
Moreover, based on the Presidential Decree No. &@8ered by the President of the
Republic of Azerbaijan on the implementation of thaw of Azerbaijan Republic on
“Prevention of domestic violence” dated Novembey 2411, the Cabinet of Ministries of
the Republic of Azerbaijan by its Decision No. §$peoved and passed on April 25, 2012
the “Regulations on activities of the centers disgjsdomestic violence victims” and
“Regulations on accreditation of the centers af-governmental assistance to victims of
domestic violence”.

37.  According to recent related decisions, the Btigiof Labor and Social Protection of
Population has issued the directives on settingtapdards for the accreditation of the non-
governmental assistance centers for domestic \delerictims. At the same time, it is
intended to follow up with the establishment of Paditation Commission comprising in
itself the representatives of the relevant staggititions (Ministry of Labor and Social
Protection of Population, Ministry of Domestic Aiffs Ministry of Justice, Ministry of
Health, Ministry of Education, Azerbaijan RepubState Committee for Family, Women
and Children Affairs). The Commission will deciddnether the centers created by NGOs
meet the minimum required standards. The assis@mgers created based on appropriate
standards will serve as a shelter for domestieeviod victims.

38. The Government of the Republic of Azerbaijais teken into consideration the
recommendations of the first periodic review aneréfiore, has conducted more intensive
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actions and raising awareness campaigns on eliimmaf discrimination against women.
Activities such as “Measures to combat family vimle”, a project to raise attention to the
violence towards women and children in familiestlive regions implemented by the
Azerbaijan Republic State Committee for Family, Wesmand Children Affairs in
partnership with “Third Sector” Public Union in Mapril 2010; and to intensify the work
in this field, extensive awareness raising actsitabout implementation of the Law of the
Republic of Azerbaijan on “Combat against domestiolence” were held by the
Azerbaijan Republic State Committee for Family, Wesmand Children Affairs in
penitentiary facility No 4 for women of the Justibnistry’s Penitentiary Service on the
topic “Prevention of domestic violence” on February2011; the Azerbaijan Republic
State Committee for Family, Women and Children &#an partnership with the Gender
Equality and Women's Initiatives Public Union on\Waonber 12-14, 2009 also conducted
lectures for women on the topic “domestic violeamasons and its causes” in Neftchala,
Lenkeran and Kurdamir cities.

Ensuring gender equality

39. To address the respective recommendationtdt B noted that, promoting gender
equality is one of the priority issues for the Goweent of Azerbaijan. On October 10,
2006 a Law was adopted on “Guarantees of genden @nd women) equality”; in line
with the noted law, another law was adopted datetbléer 1, 2007 for the purpose of
changing some legislative acts; on April 1, 2008 fbllowing laws of the Republic of
Azerbaijan were adopted: the Law on “Affirmationtbé amendment to the 1st paragraph
of the 20th article of the UN Convention on “Eliration of all forms of discrimination
against woman™; the Law on amendments changesh& “Civil service Act” and
“Employment Act” in compliance with Law on the Gaatees (men and women) of gender
equality. According to the changes made to the KFaamd Criminal Codes on November
15, 2011, the marriage age for women was increfised 17 up to 18 years; moreover, a
point of criminal liability was added for the caéa woman is forced into marriage.

40. Also, public awareness-raising campaigns oralegpportunities for women and
men were held in successive order, with the claseperation of state and non-state
organizations in this direction.

Mothers’ and children’s health, reproductive heath and improvement of maternal
death cases

41. Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan reépgs that the cases of maternal
mortality could be avoided; therefore measuresimnglace in the creation of institutions
that provides safe pregnancy and childbirth sesvaan integral part of ensuring women’s
human rights.

42.  Achievement of the 4th (reducing child mortatiate) and 5th (improving maternal
health) MDGs are realized in the framework of tetion program on the protection of
children and mothers’ health”. “National Strategy mproductive health” was prepared
with the support of World Health Organization Rewib Office for Europe and adopted.
Moreover, the government together with UNICEF ardiFBA is implementing projects in
the direction of combating maternal mortality anarbidity. The “State Program on
protection of children and mothers’ health” adoptied 2006, ensures protection of
reproductive health and safe maternity. “The secNiational Strategy on reproductive
health (2009-2015)" was approved by the Cabindfliofsters and along with the issue of
the prevention of HIV/AIDS and promotion of reprative health among Youths, the
issues related to the development of the critdriaaternal health standards were addressed
in the aforementioned document. Presently, it isnded to establish prenatal centers in 7
cities and regions (Baku, Nakhchivan, Ganja, Sh&ipa, Lenkaran, Sabirabad) and
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provide them with modern equipment. Draft bill “@eproductive health” of the Republic
of Azerbaijan has already been prepared and sudainitt the National Assembly (“Milli
Maclis”).

Promotion and protection of the children’s rights

43. By the special order of the President of thpuRéc of Azerbaijan, the year of 2009
was proclaimed “Year of the Child” in order to fecand strengthen more state care
towards the children. For the very purpose, relewagasures were realized in this regard.

44. To ensure the rights and freedoms of childrem imore efficient way, the main
activity directions have been determined in theidte Action Program of the Republic of
Azerbaijan on increasing the efficiency of the pation of human rights and freedoms. On
May 8, 2012, “Regulation and implementation of estabntrol over the rights of children”
was approved with the relevant order of the Prasidethe Republic of Azerbaijan.

45.  The purpose of the state control is to pratieetrights and interests of the child as
defined by the Constitution of the Republic of Azasfjan, to create a favorable
environment to protect children’s rights, and taditate and eliminate the cases that cause
violation of the rights of children. Moreover, ratal legislation also includes such points
as juvenile justice principles that warrants criatirppersecution for the under-ages,
procedures for prosecutions in the court of justcel expected outcomes from such
circumstances involving minor. The cooperation vifta UN Children Fund in this field is
still ongoing.

46. The referendum held on May 18, 2009 broughitipeschanges to the provisions

related to the promotion and protection of thedreih’s rights. According to the results of
the referendum, the state took over the caringfilldren of orphanages, made provisions
for them, put in place appropriate prohibition asventive measures from getting involved
in the activities that negatively influences onithiees, health or morality; also provisions

on a ban to employ children under the age 15 anstate control over rights of children

were added to the 17th Article of the Constitutidithe Republic of Azerbaijan.

47. To provide all sections of the people, partdyl the children with qualitative
education, the implementation process of the resmestate programs adopted in 2009-
2012 to improve the education were sustained arabkunes necessary for the development
in the field of education were taken. Plus, the Lafmthe Republic of Azerbaijan “On
Education” which secures main principles of theqyoin the field of right of the people to
education and guarantees of appropriate terms guation of educational activity was
also adopted. The Decree No. 220 of the Presidetite Republic of Azerbaijan “On
putting new financing mechanism into the practinehigh schools” was signed for to
define the compliance of the directions of the mef® in the field of education to the
development tendencies of the higher educatiorhé world. In order to educate and
inform law-enforcement authorities more about hum@ghts and freedoms, close
cooperation relations have been established wiflerdnt committees of the Council of
Europe in the field of protection of human rightelacombat against torture and with other
international organizations. As a result of thiomeration, Special Training Program on
realization of human rights and freedoms was ektedr trainings based on the very
Program are being conducted at the Police Acadermyyell as during the preparation
scheme for personnel.

48. To provide the formation and effective opemataf the mechanisms of placing
children in families, on March 29, 2006, the Presidof the Republic of Azerbaijan
approved the “State program to deliver childrennfrorphanages to families (de-
institutionalization) and alternative care”. Whitaplementing the respective provisions of
the mentioned program, cooperation was establightdthe Program Coordinator of the
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Ministry of Education, its local departments andhndther committees and organizations.
However, during placing the children from orpharsage new families, the state police
with other public security service institutions £ty cooperated in the process.

Ensuring the conformity of quality standards of dild care in respective
institutions and the promotion of pilot initiatives at the regional level
with full federal government support (recommendation No.4)

49. The Republic of Azerbaijan is a unitary counémyd therefore the Republic of
Azerbaijan does not accept the second part ofgbemmendation. Regarding the first part,
it should be noted that the Republic of Azerbaijh continue its efforts to monitor the
conformity of quality standards in respective ingtons.

Ensuring the effective implementation of the Nabtnal Action Plan
against Human Trafficking (recommendation No. 13)

50. In order to combat with human trafficking, thepublic of Azerbaijan has
implemented a number of significant legislativei@ats since 2009. “National Action Plan
of the Republic of Azerbaijan to Combat with HumBrmafficking for 2009-2013 years”
and “Plan of Measures to carry out the NationaligkctPlan to Combat with Human
Trafficking for 2009-2013 years” have been approbgdthe Presidential Order dated 6
February 2009. Moreover, in order to ensure thelempntation of the mentioned
normative acts the Cabinet of Ministers of the Rijouof Azerbaijan issued Decisions on
approval of the “Rules of identification of victinag human trafficking” dated 3 September
2009, the Decision on the “Rules of the NationakBiive Mechanism regarding victims of
human trafficking” dated on 11 August 2009 and fhecision on the “Rules of the
placement and accommodation of the child victimghaf human trafficking in shelters”
dated 19 November 2009. Besides, the Inter-Agermyn€il was established to implement
the Rules of the National Directive Mechanism relgag victims of human trafficking in
accordance with the Decision of the Cabinet of tinis on the “Certification of the Rules
of the National Directive Mechanism on victims afrhan trafficking” dated 11 August
20009.

51. At the result of the legislative reforms, ircadance with the Law on amendments
to the Criminal Code dated 7 March 2012, legal messs for legal personalities were
defined for committing the acts specified in thetide 144.1 (Human trafficking) and
316.2 (Disclosing the confidential information abthe victim of human trafficking) of the
Code. At the same time, in accordance with the dated 11 May 2010, the Republic of
Azerbaijan has acceded to the Convention againstanuTrafficking” of the Council of
Europe.

Ensuring freedom of expression (recommendation Nd 4, 15, 16, 17)

52.  The freedom of speech has been guaranteed ebyartitles 47 and 50 of the
Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan and bg bther respective laws. For effective
implementation of this right the Government exesutarious policies in order to ensure
the freedom of mass media and to improve theirnfife-technical resources. These
policies include reducing taxes for media bodidicating financial loans for them,

redeeming their debts at the expense of state hualys direct financial support.

53. “The Conception of State Support to Developnoéritlass Media” was adopted in
2008 in order to eliminate problems in media figt ensure operative implementation of



A/HRC/WG.6/16/AZE/1

the freedom of information, and to support indememe of mass media. The Fund of State
Support for Development of Mass Media under Predidef Azerbaijan had been
established in accordance with Presidential Dedaied 3 April 2009, and for these
purposes the Government regularly allocates fir@rsipport from the state budget. The
financial support predominantly intended for thevelepment of freedom of expression,
speech and information, for supporting independesfcenass media, for stimulation of
utilization of new information communication techogies, for promoting effective
collaboration between society and mass media, fopraving professionalism and
responsibility of journalists, for strengtheningithsocial protection, for the financing the
projects and programs designed for the developarahimprovement of activities of mass
media.

54. Regarding 16th recommendation adressed toepelic of Azerbaijan, we want to
note that all kind of violations of law, includingolations against journalists and human
rights defenders are widely investigated, relevaeasures are taken and those committing
such violations are necessarily brought to jusdicé accordingly punished.

55. Regarding the recommendation about broadcakineggn radio stations within the
territories of Azerbaijan, it should be noted ttha foreign radio broadcasting is not banned
in the Republic of Azerbaijan. According to the Viaon Television and Radio
Broadcasting”, which has been examined by expdr@oancil of Europe and approved to
be in line with international standards, foreigmicabroadcasting was stopped only on
national frequencies. This provision is not intendio restrict freedom of media, on the
contrary, it aims to promote the development oflanedia and with this view the primacy
of broadcasting on national frequencies is givetotal radios. As in European countries,
the AM broadcasting of foreign radios, as wellthsjr broadcasting through internet, cable
and satellite is ensured.

56. Concerning the recommendations on modificatérthe provisions of criminal

legislation about defamation, the National Actiomodgtam denotes preparation of
recommendations for improvement of the legislationorder to repeal the criminal
responsibility for defamation. To that end, the &wment of Azerbaijan applied for
support in preparation of draft law on defamatian the European Commission for
Democracy through Law (Venice Commission) iff' Bptember 2012.

57.  Moreover, it is worth to mention that since 2@Be imprisonment for defamation in
accordance with the articles 147 and 148 of thenidal Code has never been employed.
Particularly in 2011-2012 nobody was convictedsfach offences.

Ensuring freedom of assembly (recommendation Nd.8)

58. Regarding the recommendation, Freedom of adgesfileveryone in the Republic
of Azerbaijan is guaranteed according to the Cangin and International Treaties which
the Republic of Azerbaijan is party to. For furtledfective realization of the freedom of
assembly, the “Law of the Republic of Azerbaijanferedom of assembly” which reflects
the guarantees enshrined in international treatids adopted in 1998. After the
amendments were made to the Law in accordance sutgestions of the Venice
Commission, in its final opinion the Law was comsid to be in line with European
standards. According to the Law freedom of assenday only be restricted when
prescribed by law and necessary in a democratietyp@n the interests of national security
or public safety, for the prevention of disordercome, for the protection of health and
morals, rights and freedoms of others. As knows fiiovision reflects article 11 of the
European Convention on Human Rights, expressireglérm of assembly.
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59.  The limitations of implementation of freedomassembly are considered within the
context of the constitutional norms which sets amental human rights and freedoms.
According to the B article of the Law on Freedom of Assembly the ecoftthe street rally,
time and venue of the meeting should be coordinatita the local executive body by
written notification for execution of necessary m@®s. Substantiated decision about
meeting is delivered to the organizers within 3ibess days. At the same time, according
to the 2% paragraph of the 4article, 2¢ paragraph of the P1article, 2 paragraph of the
72" article, 15%' article of the Constitution of the Republic of Azaijan, & article of the
Constitutional Law on Regulation of the ExerciseHafman Rights and Freedoms in the
Republic of Azerbaijan, and@part of the 11 article of the Convention for the Protection
of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms restigtieecessary in democratic society
and defined in the law may be applied to the freed® assembly enlisted in 4%rticle of
the Constitution.

60. All administrative sanctions and other legalamges applied for the persons for
unlawfully conducted meetings are in accordancé wie national legislation, and in the
framework of the recommendations, and standardstefnational treaties. On the other
hand, Prosecutor General's Office of the Republic Azerbaijan in all situations
investigates the proportionality of conducted fobgethe organs of internal affairs in order
to restore public order.

Ensuring freedom of religion (recommendation N019)

61. Azerbaijani nation has an old tradition of g&lus tolerance and harmony and
continues its efforts to enhance and develop thditton.

62. By declaring its intention to establish secuttemocratic state which ensures rule of
law, the Republic of Azerbaijan does not condugt @gistration or documentation of any
individual according to his/her nationality and suech norm was defined in legislation. The
absence of information about nationality in per$adentification documents (identity
document, passport etc.) is a clear example obmaltinondiscrimination.

63. At the result of logical consequences of emgibyractical measures and state
assurance of nondiscrimination right listed in tlenstitution of the Republic of
Azerbaijan, there is no any criminal record in r@cgears about national, racial hatred,
humiliation of national dignity, as well as thetregion of the rights of citizens on racial or
national grounds and violation of principle of n@wlimination.

64. For the purposes of exchanging experience omqtion of religious tolerance, our
republic prioritizes organization of internatiomaketings and conferences. For exchanging
foremost experience on promotion of religious t@h&e, conferences on “Interreligious
Dialogue: From understanding to mutual cooperatibetween 6—7 November 2009 and
“World Summit of Religious Leaders” on 26—27 A@010 were held in Baku. Moreover,
Baku hosted the first international forum namedat&tand Religion: Strengthening
tolerance in the changing world” during 19—20 Deben012.

65. So far 730 religious communities have beensteggd in State Committee on
Religious Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan. 8fithem are non-Islam communities: 22
Christian, 8 Judaic, 1 deity of Krishna and 3 Baheligious communities. At the moment,
more than 1500 mosques, 6 synagogues, 6 Russiaodoi, 1 Catholic, 1 Lutheran, 2
Albanian-Udi and 4 Georgian Orthodox churches dgera Azerbaijan. All necessary
conditions were designed for religious rites andeg®nies of the people in places of
worship. Along with that the Government regulaminovates churches, synagogues and
other worship places and constructs new ones imxtpense of state budget.
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66. At the moment projects are being carried fovflh regulation of the activities of
religious communities, for the protection of thénpiples of the freedom of religion, and
for the free execution of religious ceremonies aitds. Moreover, preparation of
educational and awareness programs which focusgffenest religions are in the priority of
the Azerbaijani Government and such programs arimgbémplemented regularly.
Seminars, trainings and meetings which cover affioress of Azerbaijan are being
conducted in order to develop interreligion dialegto strengthen tolerance tradition, and
to inform citizens about essence of religions.

Improvement of imprisonment conditions (recommendtions No. 20
and 21)

67. Regular complex activities are being carrietl iauthe framework of cooperation
with international organizations in order to adggnitentiary system to international
standards. Improvement of imprisonment conditiohprisoners is also reflected in the
“State Program on Development of Azerbaijani JesBystem for 2009-2013" dated 6
February 2009. Furthermore, one of the main divestiof “Support Program for Reforms
in Justice System” which has been jointly implensenivith European Commission since
2009, is modernization of penitentiary system.

68. Thanks to the practical assistance and tedhrdgpport of the International
Committee of Red Cross (ICRC) complex measures baem taken against tuberculosis
since 1995 and as a result of this, the numberata# fcases among prisoners from the
disease has decreased drastically. For the first th the world, new express-test which
enables diagnosing tuberculosis within 1 hour 4@utgis (comparing previously with 3
month) was tested and implemented in the penitgniiastitutions of Azerbaijan. The
ICRC declared that Azerbaijan does not need itsstasge any more and decided to
completely handover supervision over tuberculosisthe Ministry of Justice, and
emphasized that Azerbaijan is able to spread ititipe experience to other countries. In
addition, for the purpose of establishing specietledtion places for juveniles, the new
penal complex was constructed for under-ages imi&atu district of Baku city.

69.  Over this period, the legislative basis thgutates the penitentiary area was further
improved, also by taking into account the recomraginds of international organizations,
the “Law on Ensuring Rights and Freedoms of Persteld in Places of Detention” and
“Internal Discipline Rules in prisons” were adopted

70. In order to ensure strict control over the @ctibn of rights of the persons detained
in penitentiary institutions Inspectorate for moning the performance of punishment and
the Department of human rights and public relatiese established under the Ministry of
Justice. Monitoring of the state of convicts isrigat out by European Committee for the
Prevention of Torture, Commissioner for Human Rigf®@mbudsman), and International
Red Cross Committee, Public Committee establishmetbiuthe Ministry of Justice which
conducts reformatory activities with convicts andrries out public control over the
activities of the penitentiary institutions and tign-governmental organizations. To ensure
public control over the penitentiary system, theblPu Committee which consists of
distinguished human rights advocates and NGO reptatves had been established since
2006. During this period, the Committee represérgathave undertook about 300 visits to
the penitentiary institutions. During this visiteetterms of detention were investigated and
with the participation of the professional lawyassistance were rendered when necessary.

71. A special attention has been given to the recendations presented by European
Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) dgriheir visits to the places of detention
beginning from 2002. During their 6th and the hisit in 2011 to the places of detention,
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CPT Representatives noted that detention termbieotonvicts, the medical services that
are provided had been improved in a very high gradd that during the monitoring they
did not observe any concerns about torture or midgct in penitentiary institutions
towards convicts instead they have witnessed goaduct.

72. Regarding the recommendation on improvemethefustice system, it should be
noted that, adoption of Statue of Ministry of Josti“Law on serving in the judicial

bodies”, Presidential order on “Improvement of jhdicial bodies”, approval of the “State
Program on the improvement of the Azerbaijani Jatlisystem in 2009-2013" is a basis
for the development of both Azerbaijani Justice Beditentiary service. The work in this
sphere is ongoing.

73.  The new “Law on ensuring rights and freedomthefpersons kept in the places of
detention” which is in conformity with internationstandards and European Penitentiary
Rules was adopted on May 22, 2012, provides oppityttor these persons who are caught
or arrested: a right to an immediate call to clodatives or to the ones who is of interest
according to the legal circumstances at the temmpopiace they have been detained;
detention by guaranteeing personal safety; rigiet éfie admission to the place of detention
or while in the prison, these detainees are tofegrned about their rights and obligations,
internal daily routine, including getting familiagd in written form with the regime in that
location, also with the rules on how to submit mregls, petitions and complains and if
there is need, to keep such written notificationhwthemselves; cannot be subjected to
torture or insane or humiliating conduct or punigimi to inform them about all procedural
steps while detaining them in the jail; meetinghwiiteir council for the defense or legal
representative etc. are legal guarantees for engtiveir human rights.

Promotion and protection of the rights of personsvith disabilities

74.  The Republic of Azerbaijan acceded to the UMv@ation on the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities and its Optional Protocol on Janu 28, 2009 and the Government
submitted its Initial Report on the activities fpromoting and protecting the rights of
persons with disabilities to the UN Committee oa Rights of Persons with Disabilities.
Following the accession of the Republic of Azeraifo the Convention additions and
amendments were made to the “Law of the Republiszafrbaijan on Prevention of Adult

and Child Disability, Rehabilitation and Social Bretion of Adults and Children with

Disabilities” which was adopted on August 25, 1992.

75. Moreover, it is projected to develop the ActiBtan for 2012—-2015 in order to
establish social institutions for increasing thepyment of persons with disabilities,
improving the rate of employment and their inteigirato the labour market in accordance
with the component of the “Development of ImprovEdployment Services” in the
framework of the project of the “Development of &bdrotection” which is conducted
jointly by the Ministry of Labour and Social Proten of Population and the World Bank.

76. A pilot day care center is functioning in Sa@Baarding House upon the initiative of
the specialized non-governmental organization stpdaby the Ministry of Labour and
Social Protection of Population starting from Jagyu®010. The principal goal of the
project is to create an opportunity for transfegrohildren with disabilities to families. It
means that a child’s right to grow up in a fami#ymaintained, he/she spends days in the
center and goes home in the evening. The day earercalso helps to mutually integrate
and adapt children with disabilities and their péseo society.
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Elimination of poverty and social policy (recommadation No. 24 and
25)

77. We would like to stress that “the State Program Poverty Reduction and
Sustainable Development in the Republic of Azedwmafpr 2008-2015 year” was approved
by the Order of the President of the Republic oéiyaijan dated September 15, 2008 in
order to continue activities aimed at further depehent of good trends of economic and
social life of the country, improvement of wellbgiof the population and reduction of
poverty. The program includes 9 strategic objestized 34 targets. They mainly cover the
targets determined to achieve the millennium dgvaknt goals. The implementation of
the above mentioned State Program was started)® &0d every yearend a progress report
is developed and submitted to the respective aitiggr

78. The Targeted Social Assistance (TSA) prograng of the most effective social
assistance programs aimed at reduction of povertyhe country and other suchlike
programs implemented in the expense of the statgsfof Azerbaijan independently from
international donors, are signs of our country’staimable political and economic power.
Unlike many countries legal acts governing the aloassistance program implemented in
the country is more liberal and imposes no restrictwith regard to the term of
participation in the program. The review of theateel TSA database shows that 73% of
beneficiary families are families who are reitedateceivers as of December 31, 2011. No
doubt, some of the families will depend on longrmtepassive programs which include
families with many children, families which do nleave family members with working
ability, and those living a hard life etc.

79.  All these measures and effective social anch@mic policy helped to reduce the
poverty level which increased 3 times from AZN 35 &003 to AZN 106.9 in 2011. In the
meanwhile the poverty level decreased from 44.79%.686 in 2011. The country even
decided to introduce programs for social rehabitita of low income families tested
internationally in Russia, Brazil, Malaysia, andidémesia etc. The pilot project following
the concept worked out jointly with the World Bawkl be introduced soon at the national
level.

80. The social and economic policy run in the courrimarily focuses on the
protection of labour rights of citizens of the Rbjiti of Azerbaijan, implementation of
effective activities in the field of labour, emplagnt and social protection of population,
improvement of labour legislation, and meeting ficial, social, morale and other vital
demands of workers. Activities aiming at strengthgnwelfare of population, reducing
poverty, increasing employment, protecting and tgpmg overall human capacity in the
country are carried out in consistency with “th@t8tProgram on Social and Economic
Development of the Regions of the Republic of Aagem for 2009-2013 years” approved
by Decree numbered 80 of the Republic of AzerbaganApril 14, 2009 and “the State
Program on Poverty Reduction and Sustainable Dpuedat in the Republic of Azerbaijan
for 2008-2015 years” approved by the Order of Saptr 15, 2008 and “the State Program
on implementation of the Employment Strategy of Republic of Azerbaijan for 2007—
2010 years” approved by Order of May 15, 2007. “Btete Program on implementation of
the Employment Strategy of the Republic of Azerraijor 2011-2015 years” approved by
Decree of the President of the Republic of Azedragated November 15, 2011 facilitates
sequential implementation of the state policy ie ffeld of employment of population
simultaneously focusing on realization of the secetage of the Employment Strategy of
the Republic of Azerbaijan for 2006—2015 years aped by the Order of the President of
the Republic of Azerbaijan dated October 26, 2005.
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Refugees and internally displaced persons (recomandation No. 27 and
31)

81. The conflict which was started by Armenian &ggion against Azerbaijan in 1987-
88 led to the occupation of Nagorny Karabakh anegeseneighboring regions of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, namely Lachin, Kalbajar, dagn, Fizuli, Jabrayil, Gubadli and
Zangilan. Around 30 thousand Azerbaijanis wereekilland about one million people
became refuges and internally displaced personsgltine war. The activities conducted
by the Government of Azerbaijan focusing on emplegtmeducation, life style, social and
medical requirements of this category of peoplee aonducted stage-by-stage and
substantially following the principle of sequentndéng of social, housing and daily
problems of families living a rather hard life commnsurate with the relevant state
programs approved by the head of state.

82. Following “the State Program for Improving lig Conditions and Increasing
Employment of Refugees and Internally Displaceds&es” approved by the Order of the
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated Jul2004 removal of 12 campsites erected
in the country was completed in December, 2007 &38J4 million money allocated from
the Reserve Fund of the President of the Repulfliazerbaijan (AZN 17 million), the
State Oil Fund (AZN 799,4 million) and other sow¢&ZN 47 million) was spent to build
45 settlements and private houses in the area iogv8B0 square meters for 15 thousand
families with more than 68 thousand IDPs, and 1€%bsls, 5 music schools, 24 nursery
schools, 22 health care facilities and 22 commuitinaenters which are operational now.

83.  With regard to the recommendation No. 27 weld/idilke to state that IDPs enjoy
the same rights and privileges as other citizenghef country. Moreover, there are
particular laws (Laws of the Republic of Azerbai@amthe Status of Refuges and IDPs and
on social protection of IDPs and people equateithém) which provide further rights and
benefits for them. The Government approved the gaoes for distributing plot of land
among IDPs to get them involved in farming. Thegoaknjoy the right of purchasing
places of residence within the country like othéizens which gives no reason for
considering their status lost.

84. The issues like lost property, ownership corspan and reimbursement will be
reviewed in the course of resolution of the comflicovoked as a result of Armenia’s
military aggression. IDPs also have the right tplago the European Court of Human
Rights for reimbursing the lost incurred by Armervil case began upon the application
of a group of IDPs of our country for being comparsd for the loss incurred by Armenia
is under consideration of the European Court of BufRights.

85.  Furthermore, we would like to indicate that entiian 450 meetings were held with
representatives of foreign countries, internatioii@ncial institutions and humanitarian
organizations and more than 250 visits were madietsely-populated temporary lodgings
of IDPs by diplomatic representative offices, dekeg of well-known international
organizations being on an official visit in the otny.

Complying with recommendations made by treaty bos and ensuring
rights of asylum seekers and ethnic minorities (remmmendation No. 28)

Cooperation with the UN Treaty Bodies on human ghts

86. The Government of the Republic of Azerbaijatrsiis periodical reports in a
timely manner to the UN Treaty Bodies (the Humagh® Committee, the Committee for
the Prevention of Torture, the Committee on themiation of Discrimination against
Women, the Committee on Economic, Social and Callti®Rights, the Committee on
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Migrant Workers, the Committee on the Rights of @ld), concluding observations of
the Treaty Bodies are translated into Azerbaijam distributed to raise awareness of the
population. Moreover, the Government of the RepubfiAzerbaijan joined new reporting
procedures for submission of reports to the Conemifor the Prevention of Torture. The
relevant measures are undertaken to implementettmmmendations of the Treaty Bodies
in line with the domestic procedures.

Promoting rights of migrants, asylum seekers andthnic minorities

87. The Republic of Azerbaijan ensures rights asddoms of all persons irrespective
of their ethnic origin, race, religion, language gender or vulnerable people, however
“monitoring” these groups might lead to restrictiointheir rights. In general, it is not clear
what exactly meant by “to monitor” in Recommendatimimbered 28.

88. The State Migration Policy Concept of the Rdjgutst Azerbaijan adopted in 2004
stands behind the recent legal and institutionagjration initiatives. The State Migration
Program of the Republic of Azerbaijan for 2006-20@frs was adopted in 2006 by the
Order of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijlany legal acts are adopted in the
field of migration such as Laws on legal statusfakigners and stateless persons, on
immigration, on labour migration, on approval ok tl$tatute for transit regulations of
foreigners and stateless persons from the terriddihe Republic of Azerbaijan, and the
Republic of Azerbaijan acceded to the UN Conventianthe Protection of the Rights of
All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families well as the Protocol against the
Smuggling of Migrants by Land, Sea and Air, suppmatng the Convention against
Transnational Organized Crime.

89. It must be stressed that the President of tqmBlic of Azerbaijan issued a Decree
on March 4, 2009 for introduction of “single-winddwerinciple to manage migration
process. Following the enactment of the Decree miecds given to foreigners and stateless
persons have been improved and the procedure Viiagdidor issuing individual permits,
registration in the place of residence and exteptémporary stay in the country according
to the single-window principle.

Accomplishments, best practices and challenges

90. The Government of the Republic of Azerbaijansiders education and training on
human rights and freedoms as a key and importamesit for promoting and protecting

fundamental human rights and freedoms. In spit@wwherous educational activities on

human rights we believe that there is still muchrkvto be done in this field and the

Government of the Republic of Azerbaijan will canté the respective activities both at the
national and international levels.

91. Since Nagorny Karabakh and seven neighborirgioms of the Republic of

Azerbaijan have been occupied by Armenia, the RigpabAzerbaijan is unable to ensure
implementation of obligations in the field of humaghts in the areas currently which are
under the control of the Republic of Armenia. ThepRblic of Azerbaijan is unable to
carry out provisions of international agreementdhaman rights to which it is party in the
territories occupied by Armenia. The Governmenthaf Republic of Azerbaijan bears no
responsibility for violations of human rights inettoccupied territories until they are
liberated from the Armenian occupation. In order poovide better protection of

international law, including human rights standaadd principles in occupied territories of
our country, first of all Armenian aggression aghifzerbaijan must be ended and
Armenia must withdraw its troops from the occupitmritories of Azerbaijan. The

Republic of Azerbaijan supports peaceful settlenoétite conflict between Azerbaijan and
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Armenia on the basis the principles of internatiolsav including territorial integrity,
sovereignty and inviolability of internationallyaegnized borders of the states. Only after
this it might be fully possible to ensure humanhtsggand freedoms in the occupied
territories of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
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