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Key facts

The applicant, originating from Mosul, is an Arab and a Sunni Muslim. He had applied for international
protection in Finland because of the threat posed by ISIS.




Key considerations of the court

The Finnish Immigration Service had considered that all legal prerequisites for granting asylum were
fulfilled in the case of the applicant originating from Iraq, and that he had a well-founded fear of being
persecuted in his home country as laid down in Section 87(1) of the Aliens Act. The Finnish Immigration
Service had, however, not granted the applicant asylum, because they considered that the applicant had an
internal flight alternative in Baghdad. The Finnish Immigration Service had decided to deport the applicant
to his home country. The question at the Administrative Court was therefore, whether the Finnish
Immigration Service could have had refrained from granting asylum to the applicant in accordance with
Section 88 e of the Aliens Act.

According to updated country of origin information used in the decision of the Administrative Court, the
general situation in Baghdad does in itself not amount to a hindrance for an internal flight alternative.
However, the applicant was a Sunni Arab from Mosul, which is under the control of and strongly
associated with ISIS. According to the country of origin information, persons with the background in
question are at a greater risk of being subjected to violations by Shia militias than Sunni Muslims
originating from Baghdad are. They are often suspected to be ISIS fighters or supporters and therefore,
the Shia militias pay close attention to them. According to the country of origin information, the militias
operate freely within the area of Baghdad, including the areas with a Sunni majority.

The Administrative Court held, considering the background of the applicant, that there were significant
reasons to assume that the applicant would be at serious risk of being subjected to violations by Shia
militias in Baghdad. The applicant belongs to a religious minority in Baghdad. It had not been manifested
that the applicant would have family- or other support networks in Baghdad, nor was there any protection
available in practice from the state authorities. Taking into consideration the applicant’s profile as a whole,
the Administrative Court did not consider an internal flight alternative to Baghdad to be possible for the
applicant. Hence, the Finnish Immigration Service should not have rejected the application based on these
grounds.

Disclaimer: This is an unofficial translation, prepared by UNHCR. UNHCR shall not be held
responsible or liable for any misuse of the unofficial translation. Users are advised to consult the
original language version or obtain an official translation when formally referencing the case or
quoting from it in a language other than the original.
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Refugees, 23 July 2003

UNHCR Eligibility Guidelines for Assessing the International Protection Needs of Asylum-Seekers
from Irag, 31 May 2012
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