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Refugees [CAP.165 s

CHAPTER 165
REFUGEES 260f 1991.
[16th August, 1991]
1. ThisAct may be cited asthe Refugees Act. Short title.
2. InthisAct, unlessthe context otherwiserequires- Interpretation.

“the Committee” meansthe Refugee Eligibility Committee established under
section 6 of thisAct;

“the Convention” meansthe Convention Rel ating to the Status of Refugees
doneat Genevaonthe 28th July, 1951, asset out inthe ScheduletothisAct;  Schedule.

“country of nationality” inrelationto aperson who hasmorethan one
nationality, meanseach of the countriesof whichthat personisanationd,;

“member of hisfamily”, inrelationto arefugee, means-
(a) any spouse of therefugee; or

(b) any unmarried child of the refugee under the age of
eighteen years, or

(c) any other person who isrelated to the refugee by blood
or marriage and who is dependent upon the refugee;

“Minister” meansthe Minister for thetime being responsiblefor refugees,;

“protected person” means-
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Schedule.

Convention and
Protocol to have
forceof law.

Meaning of
“refugee”.

(@ amember of thefamily of arecognised refugee; or

(b) aperson who, in terms of subsection (3) or (4) of
section 12, ispermitted to continueto remain within
Belize

“the Protocol” meansthe Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees of the
31st January, 1967, asset out inthe ScheduletothisAct,

“recognised refugee’” meansarefugeewho hasbeenrecognised asa
refugeeintermsof section 8;

“refugee” meansany personwhoisarefugeeintermsof section4;
“spouse” includesacommon law spouse.

3. Subject to the provisionsof thisAct, the Convention and the
Protocol shall havetheforceof law in Belize.

4.-(1) Subject totheprovisionsof thissection, aperson shall bearefugee
for the purposesof thisAct if-

€)) owing to awell-founded fear of being persecuted for
reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a
particular social group or political opinion, heisoutside
the country of hisnationality and isunable or, owingto
such fear, isunwilling to avail himself of the protection
of that country; or

(b) not having anationality and being outside the country of
hisformer habitual residence, heisunable or, owing to
awell-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of
race, religion, membership of aparticular socia group
or political opinion, isunwilling toreturntoit; or
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Refugees [CAP.165 7

(©) owing to external aggression, occupation, foreign
domination or events serioudly disturbing public order in
either part or thewhole of hiscountry of originor
nationality, heiscompelled to leave his place of habitual
residencein order to seek refugein another place
outside hiscountry of origin or nationality.

2 A person shall not bearefugeefor the purposesof thisAct if-

)] he has committed a crime against peace, awar crime or
acrime against humanity, asdefined in any international
instrument to which Belizeisaparty and which has been
drawn up to make provision in respect of such crimes,
or

(b) he has committed a serious non-political crimeoutside
Belize prior to hisadmission to Belize asarefugee; or

(©) he has been guilty of actscontrary to the purposes and
principles of the United Nations Organi zation or the
Organization of American States; or

(d) having morethan one nationality, he hasnot availed
himself of the protection of one of the countries of which
heisanational and hasno valid reason, based on well-
founded fear of persecution or on areason referredtoin
paragraph (c) of subsection (1), for not having availed
himself of itsprotection.

3 A person shall ceaseto bearefugeefor the purposesof this
Actif-

@ hevoluntarily re-availshimself of the protection of the
country of hisnationality; or
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Refugees

(b)
(©)

(d)

(€)

having lost hisnationality, he voluntarily reacquiresit; or

he becomes acitizen of Belize, or acquiresthe
nationality of some other country and enjoysthe
protection of the country of hisnew nationality; or

hevoluntarily re-establisheshimself in the country
which heleft, or outside which remained owingto a
reason referred in paragraph (c) of subsection (1), as
the case may be; or

he can no longer, because the circumstancesin
connection with which hewas recognized asarefugee
have ceased to exist-

(i)  continuetorefuseto avail himself of the
protection of hiscountry of nationality; or

(i) if hehaslost hisnationality, continueto refuseto
return to the country of hisformer habitual
residence.

RefugeesOffice  5.-(1) Thereshall be established under the Ministry for thetime being
and Director of responsiblefor refugeesan officeto beknown asthe* Refugees Office”

Refugees. which shall be headed by aDirector of Refugees.
2 Subject to the provisionsof thissection, thefunctionsof the
Refugeesofficeshdl be-

(&)  toreceive personsclaiming refugee status and render
them all necessary assistance, including assistancein
applying for refugee status;

(b)  toendeavour to ensurethe provision of adequate
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9

(©)

(d)

facilitiesand servicesfor the care of refugeeswithin
Bdize

to house the Committee and provide secretarial
assistance thereto; and

to exercise any other powers and to perform any other
dutiesthat may be assigned by the Minister.

6.-(1) There shall be established acommittee, to be known as*the Refugee
Eligibility Committee’, which shall consist of nine personsappointed by the
Minister and shall include-

(@)

()
(©)

(d)
(€)

()
(9)
(h)
(i)

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

subject to the provisions of subsection (3), the Director
of Refugees, who shall be the Chairman of the
Committee;

theLega Protection Officer, Refugees Office;

arepresentative of the Ministry for thetime being
responsiblefor immigration;

the Senior Social Worker, Refugees Office;

arepresentative of the United NationsHigh
Commissioner for Refugees;

arepresentative of the Commissioner of Police;
amember of the clergy;
amember of the Trade Union Congress; and

amember of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
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Functions of the
Committee.

Recognition of

2 For the purpose of dischargingitsfunctionsunder thisAct,
the Committeemay, if it considers necessary, co-opt other socia workers
or personswho may be of assistanceto the Committee:

Provided that any socia worker or other person co-opted under this
subsection shall haveno voting rights.

(3 Whenever the Director of Refugeesisfor any reason unable
to perform thefunctionsof Chairman of the Committee, such functionsshall
be performed by the L egal Protection Officer, Refugees Office.

4 Thedecisionsof the Committeeshall beby amgjority of
votesand, intheevent of equality of votes, the Chairman shal havea
casting votein additionto hisorigina vote.

(5 At any mesting of the Committee, four of itsmembersshall
formaquorum.

(6) Subject to the provisionsof thisAct, the Committee may
regulateitsown procedure.

7. Thefunctionsof the Committee shall be-

(&) toreceiveand consider applications madeto the
Committeeintermsof section 8; and

(b)  toexerciseany other powersand to perform any other
dutiesthat may be assigned to the Committee by or in
termsof thisAct.

8.-(1) Any personwhoiswithin Belize, whether he hasentered Belize

refugees. lawfully or otherwise, and who wishesto remain within Belizeasarefugeein
termsof thisAct shall within fourteen daysof hisarrival in Belizegpply to
the Committeefor recognition of hisstatusasarefugee.
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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Refugees [CAP.165 11

2 Unlessitisimpossible or inexpedient to do so, the Committee
shall consider every application madetoit intermsof subsection (1) within
thirty daysof the application being so made, and may, either within such
period of thirty daysor thereafter, makesuchinquiry or investigation asthe
Committeethinks necessary into any such application.

3 After considering any application madeto it under thissection,
the Committee-

)] may, subject to confirmation by the Minister, recognize
the applicant concerned asarefugee; or

(b) may refuse to recognize the applicant asarefugee; and

(©) shall cause the applicant concerned to be notified of its
decision within seven days.

4 Every determination of the Committeeto recognizean
applicant asarefugee shal be subject to confirmation by the Minister.

(5) Any personwhoisaggrieved by arefusal by the Committeeto
recognize him asarefugee may, within fourteen daysof being notified of such
refusal, apped inwritingtotheMinister.

(6) Inany appeal intermsof subsection (4), the Minister may
confirm or set asidethe decision of the Committeeand shall causethe
appe lant concerned to be notified of hisdecisioninthe matter, andthe
decisonof theMinigter shdl befind:

Provided that, beforereaching adecisionin an appeal, the Minister
may doall or any of thefollowing-

@ invitetherepresentativein Belize of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugeesto make oral or written
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12 CAP. 165] Refugees
representationsin the matter;
(b) refer the matter back to the Committee for further
inquiry and investigation to be made;
(© himself, make such further inquiry and investigationinto

Residencein
Belize pending
recognition as
refugee or after
refusal of
recognition.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

the matter as hethinksfit.

9.-(1) Notwithstanding the provisionsof any other law, any person who has
appliedintermsof section 8 for recognition of hisstatusasarefugee, and
every member of hisfamily, shal havetheright to remainwithin Belize:-

(@)

(b)

(©)

@

until such person has been recognised asarefugeein
terms of that section; or

inthe event of the application of such person being
unsuccessful, until such person has had an opportunity
to exhaust hisright of appeal in terms of subsection (4)
of that section; or

where such person has appeal ed in terms of subsection
(4) of that section and his appeal has been
unsuccessful, until such person hasbeen allowed a
reasonabl e time, not exceeding three months, and, if he
isin detention, hasin addition been afforded reasonable
facilities, to seek admission to acountry of hischoice.

TheMinister may, on application being madeto him by the

person concerned, extend thethree-month period referred toin paragraph
(c) of subsection (1) if heissatisfied that thereisareasonablelikelihood of
the person being admitted to acountry of hischoice within such extended

period.
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10.-(1) Notwithstanding the provisionsof thelmmigration Act, apersonor
any member of hisfamily shall be deemed not to have committed the offence
of illega entry under that Act or any regulations madethereunder:-

@ if such person appliesintermsof section 8 for
recognition of hisstatusasarefugee, until adecision has
been made on the application and, where appropriate,
such person has had an opportunity to exhaust hisright
of appeal intermsof that section; or

(b)

2 Animmigration officer or apoliceofficer who isapprised of
factsindicating that apersonin Belizemay bedigible, andintendsto apply,
for recognition of hisstatus asarefugee pursuant to section 8 shal refer that
personto the Refugees Office.

if such person has become arecognised refugee.

11. Every recognized refugee shdl, subject to the provisionsof thisAct-
)] beissued with anidentity card in theform prescribed;
and
(b) be permitted to remain within Belizein accordance with

the provisionsof thisAct.

12.-(1) TheMinister shall endeavour to ensurethat membersof thefamily of
arecognized refugee are permitted to enter Belize and, subject tothe
provisionsof thissection, toremain therein.

2 A member of thefamily of arecognized refugeewho has
entered Belize shall, subject tothe provisionsof thisAct-

(@)

beissued with anidentity card in theform prescribed;
and

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE
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Rights and duties
of recognised
refugeesin Belize.

(b) subject to the provisions of subsections (3) and (4), be
permitted to remain within Belizefor aslong asthe
recognized refugee concerned is permitted so to
remain.

(3) Whereamember of thefamily of arecognized refugeeis
within Belizein termsof thissection and ceasesto be amember of such
family by reason of hismarriage, hisattaining theage of eighteen yearsor
the cessation of his dependence upon the recogni zed refugee, asthe case
may be, he shall be permitted to continueto remain within Belizein
accordancewiththeprovisionsof thisAct.

4 Upon thedeath of arecognized refugee or upon hisdivorce
or legal separation from any spouse, every person who, immediately before
such death, divorceor legal separation, waswithin Belizeintermsof this
section asamember of thefamily of such recognized refugeeshall be
permitted to continueto remain within Belizein accordancewith the
provisonsof thisAct.

(5 Nothingin thissection shal prevent amember of thefamily of
arecognized refugee or aperson who has, intermsof subsection (3) or (4),
been permitted to continueto remainin Belizefrom himself gpplying for
recognition and being recogni zed asarefugeeintermsof section 8.

13.  Subjecttotheprovisionsof thisAct, every recognized refugee
withinBelize-

(@ shall be entitled to the rights and be subject to the
duties contained in the Convention asif thereferences
therein to refugees were references to recognized
refugees,

(b) shall besubjecttoall lawsin forcewithin Belize; and
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(©) shall be afforded areasonable opportunity to work and
contributeto the development of Belize.

14.-(1) Notwithstanding the provisionsof any other law, no person shall be
refused entry into Belize, expelled, extradited or returned from Belizeto any
other country or be subjected to any similar measureif, asaresult of such
refusal, expulsion, return or other measure, such personiscompelledto
returnto or remainin acountry where-

)] he may be subjected to persecution on account of his
race, religion, nationality, membership of aparticular
socia group or political opinion; or

(b) hislife, physical integrity or liberty would be threatened
on account of external aggression, occupation, foreign
domination or events serioudly disrupting public order in
apart or thewhole of that country.

2 TheMinister shall take stepsas he considers necessary to
ensurethat the provisions of subsection (1) are appliedin respect of persons
to whom the subsection rel ates.

15.-(1) If at any timethe Director of Refugees considersthat thereare
reasonable groundsfor believing that aperson who hasbeen recognized asa
refugeefor the purposes of thisAct -

@ should not have been so recognized; or

(b) has ceased to be arefugee for the purposes of thisAct,
the Director shall refer the caseto the Committee.

2 Whereacasehasbeenreferred toitintermsof subsection
(2), the Committee shall cause awritten noticeto be served upon the person

Non-return of
refugees, their
familiesor other
persons.

Withdrawn of
recognition of
refugees.
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16 CAP. 165] Refugees

whose status asarefugeeisunder reconsideration-

€)) informing such person of thefact that hisstatusasa
refugeeisto bereconsidered; and

(b) inviting such person to make written representationsto
the Committee within aperiod of fourteen daysfrom
the date of service of the notice, regarding hisstatus as
arefugee.

(3 The Committee shal consider every casereferredtoitin
termsof subsection (1) and may makeany inquiry or investigationit thinks
necessary into any such case.

4 After consdering al the evidence, the Committee -

€)] may withdraw the recognition of the person concerned
asarefugee; and

(b) shall cause the person concerned to be notified of its
decisionin the matter within seven days.

(5) Any person who isaggrieved by adecision of the Committee
towithdraw therecognition of such person asarefugee may, within fourteen
daysof being notified of such withdrawal, appeal inwriting totheMinister.

(6) Inany appedal intermsof subsection (5), the Minister may
confirm or set asidethe decision of the Committee and shall causethe
Committee and the person concerned to beinformed of hisdecisioninthe
metter:

Provided that, beforereaching adecisionin an appeal, the Minister
may doal or any of thefollowing:-
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)] invitetherepresentativein Belize of the United Nations
High Commissioner for refugeesto makeoral or written
representationsin the matter;

(b) refer the matter back to the Committee for further
inquiry and investigation to be made;

(©) himself, make such further inquiry and investigationinto
the matter as hethinksfit.

(7 Wherethe Committee hasin termsof thissectionwithdrawn
therecognition of any person asarefugee, that person shall ceasetobea
recognized refugee, and any personswho became protected personsasa
result of being membersof hisfamily shall ceaseto be protected persons,
with effect from-

@ fourteen days after the date on which the Committee
notifiesthe person concerned that hisrecognition has
been withdrawn; or

(b)  wherethe person concerned has appealed to the
Minister in termsof subsection (5), the date on which
the Minister notifies him that he confirmsthe decision of
the Committee:

Provided that nothing in thissubsection shal prevent aprotected
person who became such asaresult of being amember of thefamily of the
person concerned from himself applying for recognition and being recognized
asarefugeeintermsof section 8.

16.-(1) Subject to section 14, nothing contained inthisAct shall affect the Expulsion of
power of the Minister or the court to order the detention or deportation of recognised

undesirable persons (including recogni sed refugeesand protected persons) r?foligceida”d
under the provisionsof the AliensAct or the Deportation (British Subjects) Eersons_
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
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Refugees

CAPR. 159.
CAP 136.

Regulations.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

Act.

2

Every refugee or protected person whoisthe subject of a

detention or deportation order pursuant to subsection (1) shal havetheright
of appedl asprovidedinthe Actsmentioned therein.

17.-(1) TheMinister may make regulationsprescribing all matterswhich by
thisAct arerequired or permitted to be prescribed or which, inthe opinion
of the Minister, are necessary or convenient to be prescribed for the better

carrying out of or giving effect totheprovisionsof thisAct.

2

Without prejudiceto thegenerdity of theforegoing,

regulationsmadein termsof subsection (1) may providefor-

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

©

(f)

the procedureto befollowed in applicationsfor
recognition of refugee status and the form in which such
applications shall be made;

the manner and form in which appeals may be madeto
the Minister interms of sections 8 and 15;

theissue of identification documentsto personswho
have applied for recognition of their refugee status, and
to membersof their families;

theform and issue of identification and travel
documentsto recognized refugees and protected
persons;

theform of any order or notice required to be served
on any person intermsof section 15 and the manner in
which such order or notice may be served;

the affording, to personswho are detained after
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appealing unsuccessfully intermsof section 8 or 15, of
facilitiesfor them to seek admission to acountry of their
choice;

(9 co-operation and consultation with the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees concerning applicants
for refugee status, the making of representations by the
High Commissioner inrelation to any personsfor the
purposes of this Act, and the services and assistance
that may be rendered by the High Commissioner for or
on behalf of any personsfor the purposes of thisAct;
and

(h) theform and manner in which effect shall begivento
Article 35 of the Convention and Article 11 of the
Protocol, concerning cooperation of the national
authoritieswith the United Nations.

3 All regulationsmade by the Minister under thisAct shall be
laid beforethe National Assembly assoon asmay be after the making
thereof and shall be subject to negative resol ution.

18.-(1) TheDirector of Refugeesshall prepareaquarterly report containing  Reports.
the number of personsgranted refugee status during that quarter and their

placesof origin, and every such report shall be published inthe Gazette

within one month of theend of the quarter towhichit relates.

2 Within three months of the close of each calendar year, the
Director of Refugeesshall prepare and submit areport dealing generaly with
the operations of the Refugees Office during the preceding calendar year and
contai ning information on the number of personsgranted refugee statusand
such other information asmay be considered necessary.

3 TheMinister shall causeacopy of theannual report contained
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20 CAP. 165] Refugees

insubsection (2) to belaid on thetable of both Houses of the National
Assembly as soon aspracticable.
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SCHEDULE
[Section 2]
CONVENTION RELATING TO THE STATUSOF REFUGEES!
Doneat Genevaon 28 July 1951

Entry intoforce: 22 April 1954, in accordancewith Article 43
Text: United Nations Treaty SeriesNo. 2545, Vol. 189, p. 137

PREAMBLE
The High Contracting Parties

Considering that the Charter of the United Nationsand the
Universa Declaration of Human Rightsapproved on 10 December 1948 by
the Generd Assembly haveaffirmed the principlethat human beingsshall
enjoy fundamentd rightsand freedomswithout discrimination,

Considering that the United Nations has, on various occasions,
manifested its profound concern for refugees and endeavoured to assure
refugeesthewidest possibleexercise of thesefundamenta rightsand
freedoms,

1The Convention was adopted by the United Nations Conference of Plenipotentiaries on the Status
or Refugees and Stateless Persons, held at Geneva from 2 to 25 July 1951. The Conference was
convened pursuant to resolution 429 (V), adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations
on 14 December 1950. For the text of this resolution, see Official Records of the General
Assembly, Fifth Session, Supplement No. 20(A/1775), p. 48. The Text of the Final Act of the

Conference is reproduced in Appendix.
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22 CAP. 165] Refugees

Considering that it isdesirableto revise and consolidate previous
international agreementsrelating to the status of refugeesand to extend the
scope of and the protection accorded by such instrumentsby meansof a
new agreemen,

Considering that the grant of asylum may place unduly heavy
burdenson certain countries, and that asatisfactory solution of aproblem of
whichthe United Nations has recognized the international scopeand nature
cannot therefore be achieved without international co-operation,

Expressing thewish that all States, recognizing the socia and
humanitarian nature of the problem of refugees, will do everythingwithin
their power to prevent this problem from becoming acause of tension
between States,

Noting that the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugeesis
charged with thetask of supervisinginternationa conventionsproviding for
the protection of refugees, and recogni zing that the effective co-ordination of
measurestaken to deal with thisproblem will depend upon the cooperation
of Stateswith the High Commissioner,

Have agreed asfollows:
CHAPTERI
GENERAL PROVISIONS
Articlel
Definition of theterm “ Refugee”

A. Forthepurposesof the present Convention, theterm “refugee” shall
apply to any personwho:
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(@) Hasbeen considered arefugee under the Arrangements of
12 May 1926 and 30 June 1928 or under the Conventions of 28 October
1933 and 10 February 1938, the Protocol of 14 September 1939 or the
Condtitution of the Internationa Refugee Organization;

Decisonsof non-digibility taken by the Internationa Refugee
Organization during the period of itsactivitiesshall not prevent the status of
refugee being accorded to personswho fulfil the conditions of paragraph 2 of
thissection;

2 Asaresult of eventsoccurring before 1 January 1951 and
owing to well-founded fear of being persecuted for reasons of race, religion,
nationality, membership of aparticular socia group or political opinion, is
outsidethe country of hisnationdity and isunableor, owingto suchfear, is
unwillingtoavail himsdlf of the protection of that country; or who, not having
anationdity and being outsidethe country of hisformer habitual residenceas
aresult of such events, isunableor, owing to such fear, isunwilling to return
toit.

In the case of aperson who hasmorethan one nationality, theterm
“thecountry of hisnationality” shall mean each of the countriesof whichheis
anational, and aperson shall not be deemed to belacking the protection of
the country of hisnationdity if, without any valid reason based on well-
founded fear, he has not availed himself of the protection of oneof the
countriesof which heisanational.

B. (1) For the purposes of this Convention, thewords* events
occurring before 1 January 1951” in Article 1, Section A, shdl be

understood to mean either
)] “eventsoccurring in Europe before 1 January 1951”; or
(b) “eventsoccurring in Europe or elsewhere before 1

January 1951”, and each Contracting State shall makea
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declaration at the time of signature, ratification or
accession, specifying which of these meaningsit applies
for the purpose of its obligations under this Convention.

2 Any Contracting State which hasadopted dternative (a)
may at any time extend itsobligations by adopting dternative (b) by means
of anotification addressed to the Secretary-General of the United Nations.

C. ThisConvention shal ceaseto apply to any personfaling under the
termsof Section A if:

Q) Hehasvoluntarily re-availed himself of the protection of the
country of hisnationality; or

2 Having lost hisnationdity, he hasvoluntarily re-acquiredit,
or

(3 Hehasacquired anew nationality, and enjoysthe protection
of thecountry of hisnew nationdity; or

4 Hehasvoluntarily re-established himsdlf inthe country
which heleft or outsidewhich heremained owingto fear of persecution; or

(5) Hecan nolonger, because the circumstancesin connection
with which he has been recognized asarefugee have ceased to exi,
continueto refuseto avail himsalf of the protection of the country of his
nationdity;

Provided that thisparagraph shal not apply to arefugeefalling
under Section A (1) of thisArticlewhoisableto invoke compelling reasons
arisingout of previouspersecution for refusingto avail himsdf of the
protection of thecountry of nationality;

(6) Being aperson who hasno nationaity heis, becausethe
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circumstancesin connection with which he hasbeen recognized asarefugee
have ceased to exi<t, ableto return to the country of hisformer habitual
residence;

Provided that thisparagraph shall not apply to arefugeefaling under
Section A (1) of thisArticlewho isableto invoke compelling reasonsarising
out of previous persecution for refusing to return to the country or hisformer
habitua residence.

D. ThisConventionshall not apply to personswho areat present
receiving from organsor agencies of the United Nationsother than the United
NationsHigh Commissioner for Refugees protection or assistance.

When such protection or assi stance has ceased for any reason,
without the position of such personsbeing definitively settled in accordance
with therel evant resol utions adopted by the General Assembly of the United
Nations, these persons shall ipso facto be entitled to the benefits of this
Convention.

E. ThisConventionshall not apply to aperson whoisrecognized by the
competent authorities of the country in which he hastaken residenceas
having therightsand obligationswhich are attached to the possession of the
nationality of that country.

F.  Theprovisonsof thisConvention shall not apply to any personwith
respect towhom there are seriousreasonsfor considering that:

@ he has committed acrime against peace, awar crime, or
acrime against humanity, asdefined in theinternational
instruments drawn up to make provision in respect of
such crimes;

(b) he has committed a serious non-political crimeoutside
the country of refuge prior to hisadmission to that

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



26

CAP. 165] Refugees

country asarefugee;

(©) he has been guilty of actscontrary to the purposes and
principles of the United Nations.

Article2
General obligations
Every refugee hasdutiesto the country inwhich hefindshimsdlf,
whichrequirein particular that heconformtoitslawsand regulationsaswell
asto measurestaken for the maintenance of public order.
Article3

Non-discrimination

The Contracting States shall apply the provisionsof thisConvention
to refugeeswithout discrimination asto race, religion or country of origin.

Article4
Religion
The Contracting Statesshal | accord to refugeeswithintheir

territoriestreatment at | east asfavourable asthat accorded to their national s
with respect to freedomto practisetheir religion and freedom asregardsthe
religiouseducation of their children.

Article5

Rightsgranted apart from thisConvention

Nothing in thisConvention shall bedeemed toimpair any rightsand
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benefitsgranted by aContracting Stateto refugeesapart fromthis
Convention.

Article6
Theterm “inthesamecircumstances”

For the purpose of this Convention, theterm “inthe same
circumgtances’ impliesthat any requirements (including requirementsasto
length and conditionsof sojourn or residence) which the particular individual
would haveto fulfil for the enjoyment of theright in question, if hewerenot a
refugee, must befulfilled by him, with the exception of requirementswhich by
their naturearefugeeisincapableof fulfilling.

Article7
Exemption from reciprocity

1. Except wherethis Convention containsmorefavourable
provisions, aContracting State shall accord to refugeesthe sametreatment
asisaccordedto aliensgeneraly.

2. After aperiod of threeyears residence, all refugeesshall
enjoy exemption from legidativereciprocity intheterritory of the Contracting
States.

3. Each Contracting State shall continueto accord to refugees
therightsand benefitsto which they wereaready entitled, inthe absence of
reciprocity, at the date of entry into force of this Convention for that State.

4, The Contracting States shal consider favourably the
possibility of according to refugees, in the absence of reciprocity, rightsand
benefits beyond thoseto which they are entitled according to paragraphs 2
and 3, and to extending exemption from reciprocity to refugeeswho do not
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fulfil the conditions providedfor in paragraphs2 and 3.

5. Theprovisionsof paragraphs 2 and 3 apply bothtothe
rightsand benefitsreferredtoin Articles 13, 18, 19, 21 and 22 of this
Convention and to rightsand benefitsfor which this Convention does not
provide.

Article8

Exemption from exceptional measures

With regard to exceptional measureswhich may betaken against
the person, property or interestsof nationalsof aforeign State, the
Contracting States shall not apply such measuresto arefugeewhois
formally anational of the said State solely on account of such nationality.
Contracting Stateswhich, under their legidation, are prevented from
applying the general principleexpressedinthisArticle, shdl, inappropriate
cases, grant exemptionsin favour of such refugees.

Article9
Provisional measures

Nothing inthisConvention shall prevent aContracting State, intime
of war or other graveand exceptional circumstances, fromtaking
provisionally measureswhichit considersto be essentid to the national
security inthe case of aparticular person, pending adetermination by the
Contracting State that that personisinfact arefugeeand that the
continuance of such measuresisnecessary in hiscaseintheinterestsof
national security.
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Article10
Continuity of residence

1. Where arefugee hasbeen forcibly displaced during the
Second World War and removed to theterritory of aContracting State, and
isresident there, the period of such enforced sojourn shall be considered to
have beenlawful resdencewithinthat territory.

2. Where arefugee hasbeen forcibly displaced during the
Second World War from theterritory of aContracting Stateand has, prior to
thedate of entry into force of this Convention, returned therefor the purpose
of taking up residence, the period of residence beforeand after such
enforced displacement shall be regarded as one uninterrupted period for any
purposesfor which uninterrupted residenceisrequired.

Article11
Refugee seamen

Inthe case of refugeesregularly serving ascrew memberson board
ashipflying theflag of aContracting State, that State shall give sympathetic
considerationto their establishment onitsterritory and theissueof travel
documentsto them or their temporary admissiontoiitsterritory particularly
withaview tofacilitating their establishment in another country.
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CHAPTERII
JURIDICAL STATUS
Article12
Personal status

1. The persona statusof arefugee shall be governed by the
law of the country of hisdomicileor, if hehasno domicile, by thelaw of the
country of hisresidence,

2. Rightsprevioudy acquired by arefugee and dependent on
persond status, more particularly rightsattaching to marriage, shal be
respected by aContracting State, subject to compliance, if thisbe
necessary, with theformalitiesrequired by thelaw of that State, provided
that theright in questionisonewhichwould have been recognized by the
law of that State had he not become arefugee.

Article13
M ovableand immovableproperty

The Contracting States shall accord to arefugeetreatment as
favourableaspossibleand, in any event, not lessfavourablethan that
accorded to dliensgenerally inthe samecircumstances, asregardsthe
acquisition of movableand immovable property and other rightspertaining
thereto, and to leases and other contractsrel ating to movableand
immovableproperty.
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Article14
Artisticrightsand industrial property

In respect of the protection of industrial property, such asinventions,
designsor models, trade marks, trade names, and of rightsin literary, artistic
and scientificworks, arefugee shall beaccorded in the country inwhich hehas
his habitual residence the same protection asisaccorded to national s of that
country. Intheterritory of any other Contracting State, he shall be accorded
the same protection asisaccordedin that territory to national s of the country in
which hehashishabitua residence.

Article15
Right of association

Asregardsnon-political and non-profit-making associationsand trade
unionsthe Contracting States shall accord to refugeeslawfully stayingintheir
territory themost favourabl etreatment accorded to nationa sof aforeign country,
inthesame circumstances.

Article16
Accessto courts

1. A refugee shall havefree accessto the courtsor law onthe
territory of al Contracting States.

2 A refugeeshall enjoy intheContracting Stateinwhichhehashis
habitua res dencethe sametreatment asanationa in matters pertaining toaccess
tothe Courts including legal ass stanceand exemptionfromcautio judi catumsolvi.

3. A refugee shall be accordedinthe mattersreferredtoin
paragraph 2 in countries other than that in which he has hishabitual residence
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thetreatment granted to anational of the country of hishabitual residence.
CHAPTERIII
GAINFUL EMPLOYMENT
Article17
Wage-ear ning employment

1 The Contracting State shall accord to refugeeslawfully
staying intheir territory the most favourabl etreatment accorded to nationals
of aforeign country inthe samecircumstances, asregardstheright to
engageinwage-earning employment.

2. Inany case, restrictive measuresimposed on aliensor the
employment of aliensfor the protection of the national |abour market shdl
not be applied to arefugee who was already exempt from them at the date
of entry into force of this Convention for the Contracting State concerned,
or whofulfilsoneof thefollowing conditions:

€)) He has completed threeyears’ residencein the country,

(b) He has a spouse possessing the nationality of the
country of residence. A refugee may not invokethe
benefitsof thisprovision if he hasabandoned his
Spouse,

(© He has one or more children possessing the nationality
of the country of residence.

3. The Contracting Statesshall give sympathetic consideration
to assmilating therightsof al refugeeswith regard towage-earning
employment to those of national's, and in particular of thoserefugeeswho
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have entered their territory pursuant to programmes of labour recruitment or
under immigration schemes.

Article18
Sdlf-employment

The Contracting States shall accord to arefugeelawfully intheir
territory treatment asfavourable aspossibleand, in any event, not less
favourablethan that accorded to aliensgenerally in the same circumstances,
asregardstheright to engage on hisown account in agriculture, industry,
handicraftsand commerce and to establish commercial and industrial
companies.

Article19
Liberal professions

1. Each Contracting State shall accord to refugeeslawfully
stayingintheir territory who hold diplomasrecognized by the competent
authoritiesof that State, and who aredesirousof practising aliberal
profession, treatment asfavourableas possibleand, in any event, not less
favourablethan that accorded to aliensgenerally in the same circumstances.

2. The Contracting States shal | usetheir best endeavours
consistently with their lawsand congtitutionsto secure the settlement of such
refugeesintheterritories, other than the metropolitan territory, for whose
international relationsthey areresponsible.
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CHAPITERIV
WELFARE
Article20
Rationing

Wherearationing system exists, which appliesto the population at
large and regul atesthe genera distribution of productsin short supply,
refugees shall be accorded the sametreatment asnationals.

Article21
Housing

Asregardshousing, the Contracting States, in sofar asthe matter is
regulated by laws or regulations or issubject to the control of public
authorities, shall accordtorefugeeslawfully stayingintheir territory
treatment asfavourable aspossibleand, in any event, not lessfavourable
than that accorded to aliensgenerally in the same circumstances.

Article22
Publiceducation

1 The Contracting States shall accord to refugeesthe same
treatment asisaccorded to national swith respect to el ementary education.

2. The Contracting States shall accord to refugeestreatment as
favourableaspossible, and, inany event, not lessfavourablethan that
accorded to dliensgenerally in the same circumstances, with respect to
education other than el ementary education and, in particular, asregards
accessto studies, therecognition of foreign school certificates, diplomasand
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degrees, theremission of feesand chargesand the award of scholarships.
Article23
Publicrelief

The Contracting States shall accord to refugeeslawfully stayingin
their territory the sametreatment with respect to public relief and assistance
asisaccorded totheir nationals.

Article24
L abour legidation and social security

1. The Contracting States shall accord to refugeeslawfully
staying intheir territory the sametreatment asisaccorded to nationalsin
respect of thefollowing matters:

)] In so far as such mattersare governed by laws or
regulations or are subject to the control of administrative
authorities: remuneration, including family allowances
wheretheseform part of remuneration, hours of work,
overtime arrangements, holidayswith pay, restrictionson
homework, minimum age of employment,
apprenticeship and training, women’swork and the
work of young persons, and the enjoyment of the
benefitsof collectivebargaining;

(b) Social security (legal provisionsin respect of
employment injury, occupational diseases, maternity,
sickness, disability, old age, death, unemployment, family
responsibilitiesand any other contingency which,
according to national laws or regulations, is covered by
asocial security scheme), subject to thefollowing
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limitations;

()  Theremay beappropriate arrangementsfor the
maintenance of acquired rightsand rightsin
courseof acquisition;

(i)  National lawsor regulationsof the country of
residence may prescribe special arrangements
concerning benefitsor portions of benefitswhich
are payablewholly out of public funds, and
concerning allowances paid to personswho do
not fulfil the contribution conditions prescribed
for theaward of anormal pension.

2. Theright to compensation for the death of arefugee
resulting from employment injury or from occupational diseaseshal not be
affected by thefact that the residence of the beneficiary isoutsidethe
territory of the Contracting State.

3. The Contracting States shall extend to refugeesthe benefits
of agreements concluded between them, or which may be concluded
between themin thefuture, concerning the maintenance of acquired rights
andrightsintheprocessof acquisitionin regard to social security, subject
only to the conditionswhich apply to nationasof the Statessignatory tothe
agreementsin question.

4. The Contracting Stateswill give sympathetic consideration
to extending to refugees so far as possible the benefits of smilar agreements
which may at any time bein force between such Contracting Statesand
non-contracting States.
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CHAPTERV
ADMINISTRATIVE MEASURES
Article25
Administrativeassistance

1. Whentheexerciseor aright by arefugeewould normally
requirethe ass stance of authorities of aforeign country to whom he cannot
haverecourse, the Contracting Statesin whoseterritory heisresiding shall
arrangethat such assi stance be afforded to him by their own authoritiesor by
aninternationd authority.

2. Theauthority or authoritiesmentioned in paragraph 1 shall
deiver or causeto be ddlivered under their supervisionto refugeessuch
documentsor certificationsaswould normally beddiveredto diensby or
throughtheir nationd authorities.

3. Documentsor certificationsso delivered shall standinthe
stead of theofficia instrumentsdelivered to diensby or throughtheir nationa
authorities, and shall be given credencein the absence of proof tothe
contrary.

4, Subj ect to such exceptional treatment asmay be granted to
indigent persons, feesmay be charged for the services mentioned herein, but
such feesshal be moderate and commensurate with those charged to
nationasfor smilar services,

5. Theprovisionsof thisArticleshal bewithout prejudiceto
Articles27 and 28.
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Article26
Freedom of movement

Each Contracting State shdl accord to refugeeslawfully inits
territory theright to choosetheir place of res denceand to movefreely
withinitsterritory, subject to any regulationsapplicableto diensgeneraly in
the same circumstances.

Article27
| dentity papers

The Contracting States shall issueidentity papersto any refugeein
their territory who does not possessavalid travel document.

Article28
Travel documents

1. The Contracting States shall issueto refugeeslawfully
staying intheir territory travel documentsfor the purpose of travel outside
their territory unlesscompel ling reasons of national security or public order
otherwiserequire, and the provisionsof the Schedul eto thisConvention
shall apply with respect to such documents. The Contracting States may
issuesuch atravel document to any other refugeein their territory, they shdl
in particular give sympathetic cons deration to theissue of such atravel
document to refugeesinther territory who are unableto obtain atravel
document from the country of their lawful residence.

2. Travel documentsissued to refugees under previous
international agreementsby partiesthereto shall berecognized and treated
by the Contracting Statesin the sameway asif they had beenissued
pursuanttothisArticle.
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Article29
Fiscal charges

1. The Contracting States shall not impose upon refugees
duties, chargesor taxes, of any description whatsoever, other or higher than
thosewhich areor may belevied ontheir nationalsin similar Situations.

2. Nothingintheabove paragraph shdl prevent theapplication
to refugees of thelawsand regul ations concerning chargesin respect of the
issueto diensof administrative documentsincluding identity papers.

Article30
Transfer of assets

1. A Contracting Stateshall, in conformity withitslawsand
regulations, permit refugeesto transfer assetswhich they havebrought intoiits
territory, to another country wherethey have been admitted for the purposes
of resettlement.

2. A Contracting State shall give sympathetic considerationto
the application of refugeesfor permission to transfer assetswherever they
maly beand which are necessary for their resettlement in another country to
whichthey have been admitted.

Article31
Refugeesunlawfully in the country of refuge

1. The Contracting States shd | not impose penalties, on
account of their illega entry or presence, on refugees, who, coming directly
from aterritory wheretheir life or freedom wasthreatened in the sense of
Article 1, enter or are present intheir territory without authorization,
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provided they present themsel veswithout delay to the authoritiesand show
good causefor their illega entry or presence.

2. The Contracting States shall not apply to the movements of
such refugeesrestrictions other than thosewhich are necessary and such
restrictionsshall only be applied until their statusinthe country isregularized
or they obtain admission into another country. The Contracting States shall
alow such refugees areasonable period and al the necessary facilitiesto
obtain admissioninto another country.

Article32
Expulsion

1. The Contracting Statesshal | not expel arefugeelawfully in
their territory save on groundsof national security or public order.

2. Theexpulson of sucharefugeeshall beonly inpursuance
of adecision reached in accordancewith due processof law. Except where
compelling reasonsof nationa security otherwiserequire, therefugeeshall
be allowed to submit evidenceto clear himself, and to appeal to and be
represented for the purpose before competent authority or aperson or
persons specialy designated by the competent authority.

3 The Contracting Statesshall allow sucharefugeea
reasonabl e period within which to seek legal admissioninto another country.
The Contracting Statesreservetheright to apply during that period such
internal measuresasthey may deem necessary.
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Article33

Prohibition of expulsion or return
(“refoulement™)

1. No Contracting State shall expel or return (“refouler”) a
refugeein any manner whatsoever to thefrontiersof territorieswherehislife
or freedom would be threatened on account of hisrace, religion, nationality,
membership of aparticular socia group or political opinion.

2. Thebenefit of the present provision may not, however, be
claimed by arefugeewhom there are reasonable groundsfor regarding asa
danger to the security of the country inwhich heis, or who, having been
convicted by afinal judgment of aparticularly seriouscrime, congtitutesa
danger to the community of that country.

Article34
Naturalization

The Contracting States shall asfar aspossiblefacilitatethe
assmilation and naturaization of refugees. They shal in particular make
every effort to expedite naturalization proceedingsand to reduce asfar as
possiblethe chargesand costs of such proceedings.

CHAPTERVI
EXECUTORY AND TRANSI TORY PROVISIONS
Article35
Co-operation of thenational authoritieswith the United Nations

1. The Contracting States undertake to co-operate withthe
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Office of the United NationsHigh Commissioner for Refugees, or any other
agency of the United Nationswhich may succeedit, intheexerciseof its
functions, and shall in particular facilitateitsduty of supervisingthe
application of theprovisionsof thisConvention.

2. In order to enable the Office of the High Commissioner or
any other agency of the United Nationswhich may succeedit, to make
reportsto the competent organs of the United Nations, the Contracting
Statesundertaketo providetheminthe appropriate formwithinformation
and dtatistical datarequested concerning:

(@) thecondition of refugees,
(b)  theimplementation of thisConvention, and

(© laws, regulations and decreeswhich are, or may
hereafter be, inforcerelating to refugees.

Article36
I nfor mation on national legidation

The Contracting States shall communicateto the Secretary-General
of the United Nationsthelawsand regul ationswhich they may adopt to
ensurethe gpplication of thisConvention.

Article37
Relation to previousConventions

Without prejudiceto Article 28, paragraph 2, of thisConvention,
this Convention replaces, asbetween partiestoit, the Arrangementsof 5
July 1922, 31 May 1924, 12 May 1926, 30 June 1928 and 30 July 1935,
the Conventions of 28 October 1933 and 10 February 1938, the Protocol
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of 14 September 1939 and the Agreement of 15 October 1946.
CHAPTERVII

FINAL CLAUSES
Article38

Settlement of disputes

Any dispute between partiesto thisConventionrelaingtoits
interpretation or gpplication, which cannot be settled by other means, shall be
referred to the Internationa Court of Justice at the request of any oneof the
partiesto thedispute.

Article39
Signature, ratification and accession

1. ThisConvention shall be opened for signature at Genevaon
28 July 1951 and shall thereafter be deposited with the Secretary-Genera of
theUnited Nations. It shall be openfor signature at the European Office of
the United Nationsfrom 28 July to 31 August 1951 and shall bere-opened
for signature at the Headquarters of the United Nationsfrom 17 September
1951 to 31 December 1952.

2. ThisConvention shall be openfor signature on behdf of all
StatesMembers of the United Nations, and a so on behalf of any other State
invited to attend the Conference of Plenipotentiarieson the Status of
Refugeesand Statel ess Persons or towhich aninvitation to signwill have
been addressed by the General Assembly. It shall beratified and the
instrumentsof ratification shal be deposited with the Secretary-Genera of
theUnited Nations.

3. ThisConvention shall beopenfrom 28 July, 1951 for
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accession by the Statesreferred toin paragraph 2 of thisArticle. Accession
shall be effected by the deposit of aninstrument of accessionwiththe
Secretary-Genera of the United Nations.

Article40
Territorial application clause

1. Any Statemay, a thetimeof sgnature, retificationor on,
declarethat this Convention shall extendto all or any of theterritoriesfor the
international relationsof whichitisresponsible. Such adeclaration shall take
effect when the Convention entersinto forcefor the State concerned.

2. At any timethereafter any such extension shall be made by
notification addressed to the Secretary-Genera of the United Nationsand
shall take effect asfrom the ninetieth day after the day of receipt by the
Secretary-Generd of the United Nationsof thisnotification, or asfromthe
date of entry into force of the Convention for the State concerned,
whichever isthelater.

3. With respect to thoseterritoriesto which thisConventionis
not extended at thetime of signature, ratification or accession, each State
concerned shall consider the possibility of taking the necessary stepsin
order to extend the application of thisConventionto suchterritories,
subject, where necessary for constitutional reasons, to the consent of the
governmentsof suchterritories.

Article41
Federal clause

Inthe caseof aFederal or non-unitary State, thefollowing
provisonsshall apply:
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(&  Withrespect to those Articles of this Convention that
comewithinthelegidativejurisdiction of thefederal
legidative authority, the obligations of the Federal
Government shall to this extent be the same asthose of
Partieswhich are not Federal States,

(b)  Withrespect to those Articles of this Convention that
comewithinthelegidativejurisdiction of constituent
States, provinces or cantonswhich are not, under the
constitutional system of the federation, bound to take
legidativeaction, the Federal Government shall bring
such Articleswith afavourable recommendation to the
notice of the appropriate authorities of States, provinces
or cantons at the earliest possible moment.

(©) A Federal State Party to this Convention shall, at the
request of any other Contracting State transmitted
through the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
supply astatement of thelaw and practice of the
Federation and its constituent unitsin regard to any
particular provision of the Convention showing the
extent to which effect has been given to that provision by

legidlativeor other action.
Article42
Reservations
1. Atthetimeof signature, ratification or accession, any State

may makereservationsto articlesof the Convention other thanto Articles,
3,4,16 (1), 33, 36-46inclusive.

2. Any State making areservationinaccordancewith
paragraph 1 of thisArticlemay at any timewithdraw thereservationby a
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communication to that effect addressed to the Secretary-Generd of the
United Nations.

Article43
Entryintoforce

1. ThisConvention shal comeinto force onthe ninetieth day
following theday of deposit of thesixth instrument of ratification or
on.

2. For each Stateratifying or acceding to the Convention after
thedeposit of the sixth instrument of ratification or accession, the
Convention shal enter into force onthe ninetieth day following the date of
deposit by such State of itsinstrument of ratification or accession.

Article44
Denunciation

1. Any Contracting State may denouncethis Convention at
any time by anoatification addressed to the Secretary-Generd of the United
Nations.

2. Such denunciation shall take effect for the Contracting State
concerned oneyear from the date upon whichitisreceived by the
Secretary-Genera of the United Nations.

3. Any Statewhich hasmade adeclaration or notification
under Article40 may, at any timethereafter, by anotificationtothe
Secretary-Generd of the United Nations, declarethat the Convention shall
ceaseto extend to such territory oneyear after the date of receipt of the
notification by the Secretary-General.
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Article45
Revision

1. Any Contracting State may request revision of this
Convention at any time by anotification addressed to the Secretary-General
of theUnited Nations.

2. The General Assembly of the United Nationsshall
recommend the steps, if any, to betaken in respect of such request.

Article46
Notificationsby the Secr etary-General of the United Nations

The Secretary-General of the United Nationsshd |l informall
Membersof the United Nationsand non-member Statesreferredtoin
Article39:

@ of declarationsand notificationsin accordancewith
Section B of Article 1,

(b) of signatures, ratifications and accessionsin accordance
with Article 39;

(©) of declarationsand notificationsin accordance with
Article40;

(d) of reservations and withdrawal sin accordance with
Article42;

(e of the date on which this Convention will comeinto
forcein accordance with Article43;
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(f) of denunciationsand natificationsin accordancewith
Article44;

(9) of requestsfor revisionin accordancewith Article 45.

IN FAITH WHEREOF the undersigned, duly authorized, have
signed this Convention on behaf of their respective Governments,

DONE at Geneva, thistwenty-eighth day of July, onethousand nine
hundred and fifty-one, inasingle copy, of which the English and French
textsareequally authentic and which shall remain deposited inthearchives
of the United Nations, and certified true copies of which shall bedelivered
to all Membersof the United Nationsand to the non-member States
referredtoin Article 39.
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SCHEDULE TO CONVENTION
[ARTICLE 28.1]
Paragraph 1

1. Thetravel document referredtoin Article 28 of this
Convention shal be smilar to the specimen annexed hereto.

2. The document shall bemadeout in at least two languages,
oneor which shall be English or French.

Paragraph 2
Subject to theregul ations obtaining in the country of issue, children
may beincludedinthetravel document of aparent or, in exceptional
circumstances, of another adult refugee.

Paragraph 3

Thefeescharged for issue of the document shall not exceed the
lowest scale of chargesfor national passports.

Paragraph 4

Savein special or exceptional cases, thedocument shall bemade
validfor thelargest possible number of countries.

Paragraph 5

Thedocument shall have avalidity of either oneor twoyears, at the
discretion of theissuing authority.
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Paragraph 6

1. Therenewal or extension of thevalidity of thedocumentisa
matter for theauthority whichissuedit, solong asthe holder hasnot
established lawful residenceinanother territory and resideslawfully inthe
territory of thesaid authority. Theissueof anew document is, under the
same conditions, amatter for the authority whichissued theformer
documen.

2. Diplomatic or consular authorities, specialy authorized for
the purpose, shall be empowered to extend, for aperiod not exceeding six
months, thevalidity of travel documentsissued by their Governments.

3. The Contracting Statesshall give sympathetic consideration
to renewing or extending thevalidity of travel documentsor issuing new
documentsto refugeesnolonger lawfully resident in their territory who are
unableto obtainatravel document from the country of their lawful
residence.

Paragraph 7

The Contracting States shall recognizethevalidity of the documents
issued in accordance with the provisionsof Article 28 of thisConvention.

Paragraph 8

The competent authoritiesof the country to whichtherefugee
desiresto proceed shall, if they are prepared to admit himandif avisais
required, affix avisaon the document of which heistheholder.

Paragraph 9

1. The Contracting Statesundertaketoissuetransit visasto
refugeeswho have obtained visasfor aterritory of fina destination.
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2. Theissueof such visasmay berefused on groundswhich
wouldjustify refusal of avisatoany aien.

Paragraph 10

Thefeesfor theissueof exit, entry or transit visassha | not exceed
thelowest scale of chargesfor visason foreign passports.

Paragraph 11

When arefugee haslawfully taken up residenceintheterritory of
another Contracting State, the responsibility for theissue of anew document,
under thetermsand conditions of Article 28, shal bethat of the competent
authority of that territory, towhich therefugee shall be entitled to apply.

Paragraph 12

Theauthority issuing anew document shall withdraw theold
document and shal returnit to the country of issue, if itisstatedinthe
document that it should be so returned; otherwiseit shall withdraw and
cancel thedocument.

Paragraph 13

1. Each Contracting State undertakesthat the holder of atravel
document issued by itin accordance with Article 28 of this Convention shall
bere-admitted toitsterritory at any time during the period of itsvalidity.

2. Subject to the provisions of the preceding sub-paragraph, a
Contracting State may requirethe holder of the document to comply with
suchformalitiesasmay beprescribedinregard to exit fromor returntoits
territory.

3. The Contracting Statesreservetheright, in exceptiona

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2000
Printed by the Government Printer,
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



52 CAP. 165] Refugees

cases, or in caseswheretherefugee sstay isauthorized for aspecific
period, whenissuing the document, to limit the period duringwhichthe
refugee may returnto aperiod of not lessthan three months.

Paragraph 14

Subject only to theterms of paragraph 13, the provisionsof this
Scheduleinnoway affect thelawsand regul ationsgoverning theconditions
of admissionto, trandt through, residence and establishment in, and
departurefrom, theterritories of the Contracting States.

Paragraph 15
Neither theissue of the document nor the entries made thereon
determineor affect the status of the hol der, particularly asregards
nationdity.
Paragraph 16
Theissue of the document doesnot inany way entitlethe holder to the

protection of thediplomatic or consular authoritiesof the country of issue,
and does not confer on these authoritiesaright of protection.
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ANNEX
Specimen Travel Document

The document will bein booklet form (approximately 15x 10
centimetres).

Itisrecommended that it be so printed that any erasure or alteration
by chemical or other means can bereadily detected, and that thewords
“Convention of 28 July 1951” be printed in continuous repetition on each
page, inthelanguage of theissuing country.

(Cover of booklet)

TRAVEL DOCUMENT

(Cornvention of 28 July 1951)

No.

(€D)
TRAVEL DOCUMENT
(Cornvention of 28 July 1951)

This document expires on,
unless its validity is extended or renewed.

Name.

Forename(s)

Accompanied by. child (children)

1. This document is used soley with a view to provide the holder with a travel document

which can serve in lieu of a national passport. It is without prejudice to and in Nno way
affects the holder's nationality.

2. The bholder is authorized to return to.

[state here the country whose authorities are issuing the document]
on or before unless some later date is hereafter
specified.

[The period during which the holder is allowed to return must not be less than three
months]

3. Should the holder take up residence in a country other than that which issued the
present document, he must, if he wishes to travel again, apply to the competent authorities
of his country of residence for a new document. [The old travel document shall be
withdrawn by the authority issuing the new document and returned to the authority which
issued it.] *

(This document cortains—— pages, exclusive of cover.)

1 The sentence in brackets to be inserted by Governments which so desire.
(&)

Place and date of birth
Occupation
Present residence.
* Maiden name and forename(s) of wife

*Name and forename(s) of husband
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Description

Height
Hair
Colour of eyes
Nose
Shape of face
Complexion
Special peculiarities

Children accompanying holder

Name Forename(s) Place and date of Sex
birth

*  Strike out whichever does not apply.
(This document contains  pages, exclusive of cover.)

3
Photograph of holder and stamp of issuing authority
Finger-prints of holder (if required)

Signature of holder
(This document contains__ pages, exclusive of covetr.)

4

1. This documert is valid for the following courntries:

2. Document or documents on the basis of which the present document is
issued:

Issued at
Date
Signature and stamp of authority
issuing the document:
Fee paid:

(This document contains— pages, exclusive of cover.)
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)

Extension or renewal of validity

Fee paid: From:
To:
Done at: Date:

Signature and stamp of authority
extending or renewing the validity of
the document:

Extension or renewal of validity

Fee paid: From:
To:
Done at: Date:

Signature and stamp of authority
extending or renewing the validity of
the document:

(This document contains—— pages, exclusive of cover.)

©)
Extension or renewal of validity
Fee paid: From:
To:
Done at: Date:

Signature and stamp of authority
extending or renewing the validity of
the document:

Extension or renewal of validity

Fee paid: From:
To:
Done at: Date:

Signature and stamp of authority
extending or renewing the validty of
the document:

(This document contains pages, exclusive of cover.)

(7-32)

Visas
The name of the holder of the document must be repeated in each visa.
(This document contains—_ pages, exclusive of cover.)
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APPEN

DIX

FINAL ACT OF THE 1951 UNITED NATIONSCONFERENCE
OF PLENIPOTENTIARIESON THE STATUSOF
REFUGEESAND STATELESSPERSONS

The General Assembly of the United Nations, by Resolution 429
(V) of 14 December 1950, decided to convenein GenevaaConference of
Plenipotentiariesto completethe drafting of, and to sign, aConvention
relating to the Status of Refugeesand aProtocol relating to the Status of

Statel ess Persons.

The Conference met at the European Office of the United Nations
inGenevafrom 2to 25 July 1951.

The Governmentsof thefollowing twenty-six Stateswererepresented
by ddegateswho al submitted satisfactory credentiasor other communications
of gppointment authorizing themto participatein the Conference:

Audrdia
Audria
Bdgum
Brazil
Canada
Colombia
Denmark

Egypt

France

Germany, Federd Republic of

Greece
Holy See

Iraq
lsreel

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWS OF BELIZE

Italy

Luxembourg

Monaco

Netherlands

Norway

Sweden

Switzerland (the Swissdel egation
a so represented Liechtenstein)
Turkey

United Kingdom of Grest Britain
and Northern Ireland

United Statesof America
Venezuda

Yugodavia
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The Governmentsof thefollowing two Stateswererepresented by
observers
Cuba
Iran

Pursuant to the request of the General Assembly, the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugees participated, without theright to vote, inthe
deliberationsof the Conference.

Thelnternational Labour Organisation and theInternationa Refugee
Organization wererepresented at the Conference without theright to vote.
The Conferenceinvited arepresentative of the Council of Europeto be
represented at the Conferencewithout theright to vote.

Representativesof thefollowing Non-Governmenta Organizationsin
consultativerel ationship with the Economic and Social Council wereaso
present asobservers:

Category A

I nternational Confederation of Free Trade Unions
I nternational Federation of Christian Trade Unions
I nter-Parliamentary Union

Category B

Agudas|srael World Organization
CaitasInternationdis

Cathalic Internationa Unionfor Socid Service
Commission of the Churcheson Internationd Affairs
Conaultative Council of Jewish Organizations
Co-ordinating Board of Jewish Organizations
Friends World Committeefor Consultation

I nternational Association of Pend Law
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Internationa Bureau for the Unification of Pend Law
International Committee of the Red Cross
International Council of Women

International Federation of Friendsof Young Women
International Leaguefor the Rightsof Man
Internationa Socia Service

International Unionfor Child Welfare

Internationa Union of Catholic Women'sL eagues
Pax Romana

Women'sInternational Leaguefor Peaceand Freedom
World Jewish Congress

World Unionfor Progressive Judaism

World Young Women's Christian Association

Register

International Relief Committeefor Intellectual Workers
L eague of Red Cross Societies

Standing Conferenceof Voluntary Agencies

World Association of Girl Guidesand Girl Scouts
World University Service

Representatives of Non-Governmenta Organi zationswhich have
been granted consultative status by the Economic and Socia Council aswell
asthose entered by the Secretary-General onthe Register referredtoin
Resolution 288 B (X) of the Economic and Socia Council, paragraph 17,
had under the rules of procedure adopted by the Conferencetheright to
submit written or oral statementsto the Conference.

The Conferenced ected Mr. Knud Larsen, of Denmark, as
President, and Mr. A. Herment, of Belgium, and Mr. Taat Miras, of Turkey,
asVice-Presdents.

At itssecond meeting, the Conference, acting on aproposal of the
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representative of Egypt, unanimoudy decided to addressan invitation to the
Holy Seeto designate apl enipotentiary representativeto participateinits
work. A representative of theHoly Seetook hisplaceat the Conferenceon
14 July 1951.

The Conference adopted asitsagendathe Provisional Agenda
drawn up by the Secretary-General (A/CONF.2/2/Rev.1). It a so adopted
the Provisional Rulesof Procedure drawn up by the Secretary-Genera, with
the addition of aprovision which authorized arepresentative of the Council
of Europeto be present at the Conference without theright to voteand to
submit proposals (A/CONF.2/3/Rev.1).

In accordancewith the Rules of Procedure of the Conference, the
President and Vice-Pres dentsexamined the credentia sof representatives
and on 17 July 1951 reported to the Conference theresults of such
examination, the Conference adopting thereport.

The Conference used asthe basis of itsdiscussionsthe draft
Convention relating to the Status of Refugeesand thedraft Protocol relating
to the Status of Statel ess Persons prepared by the ad hoc Committeeon
Refugeesand Statel ess Personsat its second session held in Genevafrom 14
to 25 August 1950, with the exception of the preambleand Article 1
(Definition of theterm “refugee”) of thedraft Convention. Thetext of the
preamble before the Conference wasthat which was adopted by the
Economic and Social Council on 11 August 1950in Resolution 319B 11
(X1). Thetext of Article 1 beforethe Conference wasthat recommended by
the General Assembly on 14 December 1950 and contained inthe Annex to
Resolution 429 (V). Thelatter wasamodification of thetext asit had been
adopted by the Economic and Social Council in Resolution 319 BII (X1).1

1The texts referred to in the paragraph above are contained in document A/CONF.2/1.
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The Conference adopted the Convention relating to the Status of
Refugeesintwo readings. Prior toitssecond reading it established aStyle
Committee composed of the President and therepresentativesof Belgium,
France, Isradl, Itay, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Iredland and the United States of America, together withtheHigh
Commissioner for Refugees, which elected asits Chairman Mr. G. Warren,
of the United Statesof America. The Style Committeere-drafted thetext
which had been adopted by the Conference onfirst reading, particularly
fromthepoint of view of language and of concordance between the English
and French texts.

The Convention was adopted on 25 July by 24 votesto nonewith
no abstentions and opened for signature at the European Office of the
United Nationsfrom 28 July to 31 August 1951. 1t will bere-opened for
signature at the permanent headquarters of the United Nationsin New York
from 17 September 1951 to 31 December 1952.

The Englishand French texts of the Convention, which areequally
authentic, are appended to thisFinal Act.

The Conferencedecided, by 17 votesto 3 with 3 abstentions, that
thetitlesof the chaptersand of the articles of the Convention areincluded
for practical purposesand do not constitute an element of interpretation.

With respect to the draft Protocol relating to the Status of Stateless
Persons, the Conference adopted thefoll owing resol ution:

The Conference,

Having considered thedraft Protocol relating to the Status of
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Statel ess Persons,
Considering that the subject still requiresmore detailed study,
Decides not to take adecision on the subject at the present

Conference and refersthe draft Protocol back to the appropriate organs of
the United Nationsfor further study.

vV
The Conference adopted unanimoudy thefollowing
recommendations.
A.
(Facilitation of refugeetravels)?
The Conference,

Considering that theissue and recognition of travel documentsis
necessary to facilitate the movement of refugees, and in particular their
resettlement,

Urges Governmentswhich are partiesto the Inter-Governmental
Agreement on Refugee Travel Documentssigned in London on 15 October
1946, or which recognizetravel documentsissued in accordancewiththe
Agreement, to continuetoissue or to recognize such travel documents, and
to extend theissue of such documentsto refugeesasdefinedin Article 1 of
the Convention rel ating to the Status of Refugees or to recognizethetravel
documents so issued to such persons, until they shall have undertaken
obligationsunder Article 28 of the said Convention.

B.
(Principleof unity of thefamily)®

*Headline added.
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The Conference,

Congdering that theunity of thefamily, the natural and fundamental
group unit of society, isanessentia right of therefugee, and that such unity
iscongtantly threatened, and

Noting with satisfaction that, according to the official commentary
of the ad hoc Committee on Statel essnessand Related Problems (E/1618,
p. 40) therightsgranted to arefugee are extended to membersof hisfamily,

Recommends Governmentsto take the necessary measuresfor the
protection of therefugee sfamily, especialy withaview to:

Q) Ensuring that theunity of therefugee sfamily ismaintained
particularly in caseswhere the head of thefamily hasfulfilled the necessary
conditionsfor admissionto aparticular country,

2 The protection of refugeeswho areminors, in particular
unaccompanied children and girls, with special referenceto guardianship
and adoption.

C.
(Welfareservices)
The Conference,

Consderingthat, inthemoral, legal and materia spheres, refugees
need the help of suitablewelfare services, especialy that of appropriate
non-governmental organizations,

Recommends Governmentsand inter-governmental bodiesto
facilitate, encourage and sustain the efforts of properly qualified
organizations.

"Headline added.
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D.
(Internationa co-operationintheField of asylum and resettlement)?
The Conference,

Congdering that many personsstill leavetheir country of originfor
reasons of persecution and are entitled to specia protection on account of
their pogtion,

Recommendsthat Governments continueto receiverefugeesin their
territoriesand that they act in concert in atrue spirit of international co-
operationinorder that theserefugees may find asylum and the possibility of
resettlement.

E.
(Extension of treatment provided by the Convention) *

The Conference,

Expressesthe hopethat the Convention relating to the Status of
Refugeeswill havevalue asan example exceeding its contractual scopeand
that al nationswill beguided by itingranting sofar aspossibleto personsin
their territory asrefugeesand who would not be covered by thetermsof the
Convention, thetreatment for whichit provides.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the President, Vice-Presidentsand the
Executive Secretary of the Conference havesigned thisFina Act.

DONE at Genevathistwenty-eighth day of July onethousand nine
hundred andfifty-oneinasingle copy in the English and French languages,

*Headline added.
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eachtext being equaly authentic. Trandationsof thisFina Actinto Chinese,
Russian and Spanish will be prepared by the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, who will, on request, send copiesthereof to each of the
Governmentsinvited to attend the Conference.

ThePresident of the Conference: KNUD LARSEN
TheVice-Presdents of the Conference: A.HERMENT
TALAT MIRAS

The Executive Secretary of theConference:. JOHN P HUMPHREY
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[l
PROTOCOL RELATING TO THE STATUS
OF REFUGEESOF 31 JANUARY 1967*

Entry into Force: 4 October 1967, in accordancewith Article V11
Text: United Nations Treaty SeriesNo. 8791, Vol. 606, p. 267

The Sates Parties to the present Protocol,

Considering that the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees
doneat Genevaon 28 July 1951 (hereinafter referred to asthe Convention)
coversonly those personswho have becomerefugeesasaresult of events
occurring before 1 January, 1951,

Considering that new refugee situationshave arisen sincethe
Convention was adopted and that the refugees concerned may therefore not
fall withinthe scope of the Convention,

Considering that it isdesirablethat equal statusshould beenjoyed

by all refugees covered by the definition in the Convention irrespective of the
dateline 1 January 1951,

Haveagreed asfollows:
Articlel

General provision

1The Protocol was signed by the President of the General Assembly and by the Secretary General on
31 January 1967. The text of the General Assembly Resolution 2198 (XX 1) of 16 December 1966
concerning the accession to the 1967 Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees is reproduced in
Appendix.
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1. The States Partiesto the present Protocol undertaketo
apply Articles2to 34 inclusive of the Convention to refugees ashereinafter
defined.

2. For the purpose of the present Protocol, theterm “refugee’
shall, except asregardsthe application of paragraph 3 of thisArticle, mean
any personwithinthedefinition of Article 1 of the Convention asif the
words*“ Asaresult of eventsoccurring before 1 January 1951 and. ..” and
thewords”...asaresult of such events’, inArticle1 A (2) wereomitted.

3. The present Protocol shall be applied by the States Parties
hereto without any geographiclimitation, savethat existing declarations
made by Statesalready Partiesto the Conventionin accordancewith
Article1B (1) (a) of the Convention, shal, unlessextended under Article 1
B (2) thereof, apply also under the present Protocol.

Articlell
Co-operation of thenational authoritieswith the United Nations

1 The States Partiesto the present Protocol undertaketo co-
operate with the Office of the United NationsHigh Commissioner for
Refugees, or any other agency of the United Nationswhich may succeedit,
intheexerciseof itsfunctions, and shdl in particular facilitateitsduty of
supervising the application of the provisionsof the present Protocal.

2. In order to enable the Office of the High Commissioner, or
any other agency of the United Nationswhich may succeedit, to make
reportsto the competent organs of the United Nations, the States Partiesto
the present Protocol undertaketo provide them with theinformation and
satistical datarequested, in the appropriateform, concerning:

€)] The condition of refugees,
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(b) Theimplementation of the present Protocol,

(©) Laws, regulations and decreeswhich are, or may
hereafter be, in forcerelating to refugees.

Articlelll
I nfor mation on national legidation

The States Partiesto the present Protocol shall communicatetothe
Secretary-Generd of the United Nationsthe lawsand regul ationswhich they
maly adopt to ensurethe application of the present Protocol.

ArticlelV
Settlement of disputes

Any dispute between States Partiesto the present Protocol which
relatesto itsinterpretation or application and which cannot be settled by
other meansshall bereferred to the International Court of Justice at the
request of any oneof the partiesto thedispute.

ArticeV
Accession

The present Protocol shall be open for accession on behalf of all
States Partiesto the Convention and of any other State Member of the
United Nationsor member of any of the specialized agenciesor towhichan
invitation to accede may have been addressed by the Genera Assembly of
the United Nations. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an
instrument of accession with the Secretary-Genera of the United Nations.
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ArticleVI
Federal clause

Inthe caseof aFederal or non-unitary State, thefollowing
provisonsshall apply:

(&  Withrespect to those articles of the Convention to be
appliedin accordancewith Article 1, paragraph 1, of
the present Protocol that comewithinthelegidative
jurisdiction of thefederal legidative authority, the
obligations of the Federal Government shall tothis
extent be the same asthose of States Partieswhich are
not Federal States,

(b)  Withrespect to those articles of the Convention to be
appliedin accordancewith Article 1, paragraph 1, of
the present Protocol that comewithinthelegidative
jurisdiction of constituent States, provincesor cantons
which are not, under the constitutional system of the
federation, bound to take |l egidlative action, the Federal
Government shall bring such articleswith afavourable
recommendation to the notice of the appropriate
authorities of States, provincesor cantons at the
earliest possible moment;

(© A Federal State Party to the present Protocol shall, at
therequest of any other State Party hereto transmitted
through the Secretary-General of the United Nations,
supply astatement of thelaw and practice of the
Federation and its constituent unitsin regard to any
particular provision of the Convention to be appliedin
accordance With Article 1, paragraphl, of the present
Protocol, showing the extent to which effect hasbeen
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giventothat provision by legidative or other action.
ArticleVII
Reservationsand declar ations

1. At thetimeof accession, any State may makereservationsin
respect of ArticlelV of the present Protocol and in respect of the application
inaccordancewith Articlel of the present Protocol of any provisionsof the
Convention other than those contained in Articles1, 3,4, 16 (1) and 33
thereof, provided that in the case of a State Party to the Convention
reservationsmade under thisArticle shall not extend to refugeesin respect of
whom the Convention applies.

2. Reservationsmade by States Partiesto the Conventionin
accordancewith Article 42 thereof shal, unlesswithdrawn, beapplicablein
relation to their obligationsunder the present Protocol.

3. Any State making areservationinaccordancewith
paragraph 1 of thisArticlemay at any timewithdraw suchreservationby a
communication to that effect addressed to the Secretary-General of the
United Nations.

4, Declarationsmade under Article 40, paragraphs 1 and 2, of
the Convention by a State Party thereto which accedesto the present
Protocol shall be deemed to apply in respect of the present Protocol, unless
upon accession anotification to the contrary isaddressed by the State Party
concerned to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. Theprovisions
of Article40, paragraphs2 and 3, and of Article 44, paragraph 3, of the
Convention shall be deemed to apply mutatis mutandisto the present
Protocol.
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ArticleVIII
Entryintoforce

1 The present Protocol shall comeinto forceontheday of
deposit of the sixth instrument of accession.

2. For each State acceding to the Protocol after the deposit of
thesixth instrument of accession, the Protocol shall comeintoforceonthe
date of deposit by such State of itsinstrument of accession.

Articlel X
Denunciation

1. Any State Party hereto may denouncethisProtocol at any
time by anotification addressed to the Secretary-General of the United
Nations.

2. Such denunciation shall take effect for the State Party
concerned oneyear from the dateon whichit isreceived by the Secretary-
General of theUnited Nations.

ArticleX
Notificationsby the Secr etary-General of the United Nations

The Secretary-Genera of the United Nationsshall inform the States
referredtoin ArticleV above of thedate of entry into force, accessions,
reservationsand withdrawal sof reservationsto and denunciationsof the
present Protocol, and of declarationsand notificationsrel ating hereto.
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ArticleXIl
Deposit in thear chivesof the Secretariat of the United Nations

A copy of the present Protocol, of whichthe Chinese, English,
French, Russian and Spanishtextsare equally authentic, signed by the
President of the General Assembly and by the Secretary-Generd of the
United Nations, shall bedeposited in the archives of the Secretariat of the
United Nations. The Secretary-Generd will transmit certified copiesthereof
to all StatesMembersof the United Nationsand to the other Statesreferred
toinArticleV above.

APPENDIX
GENERAL ASSEMBLY RESOLUTION 2198(XXI)
Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees
The General Assembly,

Considering that the Convention relating to the Status of Refugees,
signed at Genevaon 28 July 1951, * coversonly those personswho have
becomerefugeesasaresult of eventsoccurring before 1 January 1951,

Considering that new refugee situationshave arisen sincethe
Convention was adopted and that the refugees concerned may therefore not
fall withinthe scope of the Convention,

Consdering that it isdesirablethat equal status should beenjoyed
by all refugees covered by the definition in the Convention, irrespective of the
datelineof 1 January 1951,

1United Nations, Treaty Series, vol. 189 (1954), No. 2545.
2See A/6311/Rev. 1/Add.1, part two, para. 38.
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Taking note of the recommendation of the Executive Committee of
the Programme of the United Nations High Commi ssioner for Refugees®
that the draft Protocol relating to the Status of Refugees should be submitted
tothe General Assembly after consideration by the Economic and Socia
Council, inorder that the Secretary-General might be authorized to openthe
Protocol for accession by Governmentswithin the shortest possibletime,

Considering that the Economic and Social Council, initsresolution
1186 (XL1I) of 18 November 1966, took note with approval of the draft
Protocol contained in the addendum to the report of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refugeesand concerning measuresto extend the
personal scope of the Conventiont and transmitted the addendumto the
Genera Assembly,

1. Takes note of the Protocol relating to the Status of
Refugees, thetext of which! iscontained in the addendum to the report of
the United NationsHigh Commissioner for Refugees,

2. Requeststhe Secretary-General to transmit thetext of the
Protocol to the Statesmentionedin ArticleV thereof, withaview to
enabling them to accedeto the Protocol .?

1495th plenary mesting,
16 December 1966.

'See A/6311/Rev.1/Add.1, part one, para. 2.
2The Protocol was signed by the President of the General Assembly and by the Secretary-General

on 31 January 1967.
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v

DEFINITIONSOF “REFUGEE” ACCORDING TO
AGREEMENTS,
CONVENTIONSAND PROTOCOLSMENTIONED INARTICLE
1A (1) OF THE GENEVA CONVENTION OF 28 JULY 1951

Section 1. - Pre-war refugees

Thefollowing pre-war categoriesareincludedintheprovisionsof the
definitionsin the Statute and the Convention:

i) TheArrangement of 12 May 1926
(Leagueof Nations Treaty SeriesNo. 2004, Vol. LXXXIX (89), p.
47.)

Category 1. Russian pre-war or Nansen refugees, defined as“ Any
person of Russian origin who doesnot enjoy or who no longer enjoysthe
protection of the Government of the USSR and who has not acquired
another nationdity.”

Category 2. Armenian pre-war or Nansen refugees defined as:
“Any person of Armenian originformerly asubject of the Ottoman Empire
who does not enjoysor who no longer enjoysthe protection of the
Government of the Turkish Republic and who has not acquired another
netiondity.”

i) TheArrangement or 30 June 1928
(Leagueof Nations Treaty SeriesNo. 2006, Vol. LXXXIX (89), p.
63.)
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Category 3. Assyrian or Assyro-Chaldean and assimilated refugees
defined as. “ Any person of Assyrian or Assyro-Chadean origin, and also by
assimilation any person of Syrian or Kurdish origin, who doesnot enjoy or
who no longer enjoysthe protection of the Stateto which heprevioudy

bel onged and who has not acquired or does not possess another

netiondity.”

Category 4. Turkish refugeesdefined as: “ Any person of Turkish
origin, previoudy asubject of the Ottoman Empire, who under theterms of
the Protocol of Lausanneof 24 July 1923, doesnot enjoy or no longer
enjoysthe protection of the Turkish Republic and who hasnot acquired
another nationdity.”

iii)  TheConvention of 28 October 1933
(Leagueof Nations Treaty SeriesNo. 3663, Vol. CLI1X (159), p.
199)

Category 5. Spanish refugees. Thesewere defined as: “ Persons
possessi ng or having possessed Spani sh nationality, not possessing any
other nationality and with regard to whom it hasbeen established that, inlaw
or infact, they do not enjoy the protection of the Spanish Government.”

iv) TheConvention of 10 February 1938
(Leagueof Nations Treaty SeriesNo. 4461, Vol. CXCII (192), p.
59.)

Category 6. Refugees coming from Germany, defined as: “(a)
Persons possessing or having possessed German nationality and not
possessing any other nationality who are proved not to enjoy, inlaw or in
fact, the protection of the German Government.” * (b) Statel ess personsnot
covered by previous Conventionsor Agreementswho haveleft German
territory after being established therein and who are proved not to enjoy, in
law or infact, the protection of the German Government.”
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“Personswho leave Germany for reasons of purely persona
conveniencearenot includedin thisdefinition.”

v) TheProtocol of 14 September 1939
(Leagueof Nations Treaty SeriesNo. 4634, Vol. CXCVI1I (198),
p. 141.)

Category 7. Austrian refugees (victims of Nazi persecution),
definedas.

(@ “ Persons having possessed Austrian national ity not possessing
any nationality other than German nationality, who are proved not to enjoy, in
law or infact, the protection of the German Government, and

(b) Statel ess persons, not covered by any previous Convention or
Arrangement and having | eft theterritory which formerly congtituted Austria
after being established therein, who are proved not to enjoy, inlaw or infact,
the protection of the German Government.

“Personswho leavetheterritorieswhich formerly congtituted Austria
for reasonsof purely persona conveniencearenot included inthisdefinition.”

Section 2. - Refugeesin thewar and post-war periods

vi) TheConstitution of thelnternational Refugee
Organization
(United Nations Treaty SeriesNo. 283, Val. 18, p. 3.)

Category 8. Any person who has been considered arefugee under
the Constitution of IRO isautomatically within thetermsof the Statute and
the Convention, unlesshefalsunder oneof the* cessation” or “exclusion”
clauses.

Category 9. Victimsof Naz or Fascist regimes, or of regimes
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which took part ontheir sidein the second world war, or of the quisling or
similar regimeswhich ass sted them against the United Nations, whether
enjoying internationa statusasrefugeesor not.

Category 10. Saar refugee, defined as* all personswho, having
previously had the status of inhabitants of the Saar, haveleft theterritory on
the occasion of the plebisciteand are not in possession of national

passports’.

Category 11. Refugeesfrom Sudetenland asdefined inthe
Resol ution of the 104th Session of the Council of the League of Nations
dated 19 January 1939: “ These arerefugeeswho, having possessed
Czecho-Slovak nationality and not now possessing any nationality other
than German, have been obliged toleave theterritory whichwasformerly
part of the Czecho-Slovak State- that is, theterritory known asthe
Sudetenland- wherethey were settled and which isnow incorporatedin

Germany.

They consist of personswho do not enjoy the protection of either
the German or the Czecho-Slovak Government.”

Category 12. “ Any other refuges - whether de jure or de facto
statel esswho wererefugeesbefore the War athough they did not belong to
arecognized category of refugees and who have continued to berefugeesin
spite of the changed circumstances.”

Category 13. “ Subject to the provisions of section D and of Part 1
of thisAnnex, theterm ‘refugee’ aso appliesto personswho, having
resided in Germany, or Austria, and being of Jewish origin or foreigners
or statel ess persons, werevictimsof Nazi persecution and weredetained in,
or wereobliged to fleefrom and were subsequently returned to, one of
those countriesasaresult of enemy action, or of war circumstances, and
havenot been firmly resettled therein.”
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Category 14. “Theterm ‘refugee’ also appliesto unaccompanied
children who arewar orphans or whose parents have disappeared, and who
areoutsidetheir countriesof origin. Such children, 16 yearsof age or unde,
shall begivenal possiblepriority assistance, including, normally, assstancein
repatriation in the case of those whose nationality can be determined.”
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