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An unprecedented response in an unprecedented year
By High Commissioner Filippo Grandi
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COVID-19 meant UNHCR’s mission to
protect and assist refugees was
suddenly mired in an unprecedented
emergency, and in a context where
travel was difficult and physical contact
all but impossible. The borders refugees
must cross to reach safety were abruptly
closed to stem the spread of the disease.

Despite the global economic
challenges brought on by COVID,
solidarity with and for refugees
persevered. The major host
governments did not hesitate to include
refugees in their health responses. The
private sector contributed $537.5 million
and shared its valuable expertise to
improve our worldwide response. This
was an unprecedented response to an
unprecedented year and helped us
carry out our mandate around the world.

If it has taught us anything, I trust this
year has taught us all that the
gravest threats to our health and
safety — whether it be a pandemic,
the climate emergency or conflict —
require multilateral cooperation and
action to address and resolve.
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In an article for Time magazine on
World Refugee Day 2020, Special
Envoy Angelina Jolie urged the
public to look beyond borders and
see the fight for rights and equality
as universal, asking governments to
work towards durable settlements
for the world’s conflicts.
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By the end of 2020, an unprecedented 82.4 million people around the world had been forced from their homes. Among them were 26.4 million refugees,
48 million internally displaced people, 4.1 million asylum seekers and 3.9 million Venezuelans displaced abroad.
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By the end of 2020, the persons of concern under the care
of UNHCR Thailand amounted to 91,803 Myanmar refugees
in camps, 5,261 urban refugees and asylum seekers and
480,549 stateless people. UNHCR staff consisted of 102

Thai nationals and 19 internationals, based in Bangkok and
field offices.
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In the fight against the coronavirus, how is UNHCR Thailand helping people forced to flee?
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In the context of COVID-19, UNHCR is engaging with the Thai government on potential

support to complement its preparedness and response efforts related to the
displacement of Myanmar refugees into Thailand such as assessing the protection needs
of this group and together with humanitarian partners, provide relief assistance to
complement Thai government-led efforts. In addition, UNHCR also continues to advocate
that marginalized groups (including persons of concern to UNHCR) in Thailand should be
fully included in goverment COVID-19 national surveillance, response and planning activities.
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UNHCR is mandated to identify and protect stateless people as well as
preventing and reducing statelessness. With the support of ADRA, UNHCR
operates 10 service points in Chiang Rai Province to provide information
and counselling services for citizenship applicants.

In Thailand, 480,549 persons registered as stateless as of the end of 2020. Despite
what was a challenging COVID-19 context, 7,792 stateless persons received
assistance and legal counselling sessions in preparation of citizenship applications.
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Arm, 34, her husband and their children are stateless. This means that
the family face various challenges, including no freedom of movement
or access to health care. UNHCR and its partners recently supported
Arm and her daughter Nantita, who suffers from epilepsy, in obtaining
an ID card and health insurance, allowing her to access medication.
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In 2020, 1,925 refugee children were registered and provided with
birth certificates.
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365 persons of concern with disabilities received services in accordance
with their specific needs.

[ASINSNAUNIANN I AEANAT LS

naanll 2563 cﬁﬁa’luﬂsumﬁiwﬂﬁ’qmu 4775 518
"I,mwu'auaﬂmqmmaum‘l.l?nmmmnumimumq
naummnu‘lﬁmmum‘lq mmmmﬂmwmuwﬁuﬂu
m@mmﬂumwam LW@TumanﬂLmﬂ@ﬂivmumi
LL@Jmemaémﬁmimmmu%meu‘imqmmmmmu

In 2020, a total of 4,775 refugees attended voluntarily repatriated
information sessions arranged by UNHCR and partners.
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UNHCR continues to monitor cases of Sexual and Gender Based Violence
(SGBV), with 11,405 individuals receiving training in 2020 to improve SGBV
prevention and response.
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2020 was an extraordinary challenging year.

Every gift has helped to save lives and protect human rights, building a better future for refugees, the displaced
and the stateless. With your support, UNHCR has been able to reach more children, women and men in need,
at a time when the world’s forcibly displaced population is at a record high. Our work would not be possible
without the generosity and compassion of people like you. Thank you for your continued support.
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