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WHAT: spatial, multi-sectoral description & analysis 
of a UNHCR supported settlement through a spatial 
lens

WHY: understand the challenges & opportunities for 
enhancing the design of a settlement outlining 
sustainable and evidence-based infrastructural 
investments to benefit both refugee & host 
communities. Critical information to inform strategic 
& settlement planning 

WHO: refugee & host communities, local 
authorities, state government, UNHCR and wider un 
country team, humanitarian & development actors, 
donors.

HOW: ideally, internally within a reasonable time 
frame.

MPA: frames the higher-level conceptual approach. 
Framework of investigation linked to guiding 
principles

SETTLEMENT PROFILING
UNHCR AIMS



THE ROLE OF UN-HABITAT IN DISPLACEMENT
CONTEXTS

A BETTER URBAN FUTURE FOR ALL

THE MANDATE AND EXPERIENCE TO

LINK DISPLACED POPULATIONS WITH LOCAL AUTHORITIES

AND PROVIDE SPATIAL PLANNING TECHNICAL ADVICE

TO SUPPORT MORE COORDINATED IMPLEMENTATION OF INTERVENTIONS

THAT BOTH RESPOND TO CRISIS AS WELL AS WIDER

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IMPERATIVES.



SETTLEMENT PROFILING - WHY?
TO COORDINATE SPATIAL DEMAND & INVESTMENT IMPACT

NRC
734 Units

ARC
200 Units

ARC
100 Units

CARE
100 Units

33Units  

UNHCR

46 Units
UN-Habitat
84 Units Saudi Arabia

15 Units
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SETTLEMENT PROFILING - WHY?
TO IDENTIFY STRUCTURAL LINKAGES TO LOCAL CONTEXT
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REFUGEE SETTLEMENT IN
ISOLATION
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SETTLEMENT PROFILING - WHY?
SETTING A FOUNDATION FOR DURABLE SOLUTIONS

TYPICA
L  
CRISIS
CONTEX
T

RE
STARTING 
PLANNING
PROCESSE
S



SETTLEMENT PROFILING - HOW?
DEVELOPING AN EVIDENCE BASE TO GUIDE INVESTMENT
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SETTLEMENT PROFILING - THE TOOL
A PROCESS OF BUILDING AN EVIDENCE BASE



SETTLEMENT PROFILING - THE TOOL
FIELD TEAM ORIENTED



Uganda is urbanizing at an annual urban growth rate of 5.2% though the level of planned urbanization remains relatively

low. This growth and displacement context is felt most in its secondary and intermediate towns, which also receive a large 

influx of rural populations. There is relative degree of certainty forecasting in-migration to Isingiro District due to climate

change impact.

THE OUPUTS - NATIONAL CONTEXT
URBANISATION, DISPLACEMENT & CLIMATE CHANGE



LEGEND
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LEGEND

Population distribution based on building footprints

THE OUPUTS - DISTRICT CONTEXT
POPULATION GROWTH & IMPACT ON LAND



LEGEND
60 mins driving distance 
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District boundary
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LEGEND

Accessibility & cost of transport based on existing road conditions
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Potential Accessibility based on improved main arterial roads
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THE OUPUTS - DISTRICT CONTEXT
INFRASTRUCTURE, CONNECTIVITY & ACCESS T0 MOBILITY



Villages

Priority areas for densification

Green areas

Green belt

New facilites

Priority facilities to upgrade

Commercial agriculture (USMID)  

Main settlements

Green belt / protected areas

Main links

Potential international link  

Commercial artery

Business hub (USMID)  

Centralities

Business and tourism (USMID)

• Incorporate road infrastructure in planning and budgeting
• Develop strategies for incentivising further investments

together with local governments
• Developing multiple story facilities in strategic areas of the 

base camp area
• Consolidation and densification of the centralities of Robondo 

& Juru

• Development of the land use and ownership database
• Developing a data set of plot sizes, vacant land for priority

densification for better coordination of interventions
• Increase water, energy and communication network

coverage
• Environmental management plans on water, waste & 

renewable energy provision

SETTLEMENT
SCALE

DISTRICT
SCALE

MULTIPLE SCALES OF SPATIAL INTEGRATION & SOCIAL
INCLUSION

DEVELOPMENT
SCENARIOS



SETTLEMENT PROFILING - MOVING FORWARD
REPLICATING AND IMPROVING

UNHABITAT.ORG/SETTLEMENT-PROFILING-
TOOL



SETTLEMENT PROFILING – UNHCR NEXT STEPS
FIELD OPERATIONS FOCUS

• WORKING WITH ACADEMIA, EXPERTS, TSS SECTORS AND OPERATIONS TO 

DEVELOP LIGHT VERSION OF THE SP TOOL WHICH SUPPORTS INTEGRATED 

& SUSTAINABLE SETTLEMENT DEVELOPMENT 

• IN-HOUSE

• REPLICABLE AND LOCALLY DRIVEN

• COUNTRY LEVEL STEERED, LOW COST, AND TIME-BOUND

• ENVIRONMENTAL (GTR) CHAPEAU

.



THANK
YOU

UNHABITAT.ORG/SETTLEMENT-PROFILING-
TOOL

wain@unhr.org
jonathan.weaver@un.org


