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The Humanitarian Data Science and Ethics Group ("DSEG"),

• Informally established in June 2018,
• Is a community of data scientists, humanitarians, academic 

researchers, and ethics advocates.

DSEG convenes diverse voices aiming to create a multi-
disciplinary understanding of the ethical issues arising from
humanitarian data discussions.

Discussions are at the juncture between principles and
practice for the following areas:

INTRODUCTION



Through an initial mapping, we identified several 
concerns from sector stakeholders:

• Peer Review (or lack thereof)
• Accountability (who is?)
• Communications (how to communicate 

complex processes and results)
• Inclusivity
• Transparency

It became clear that this topic transcends a pure 
technical discussion, and led to the development of 
the ethical framework, making it technical but for a 
practical audience.

The framework was published in April 2020.

BACKGROUND



FRAMEWORK JOURNEY



THE DECISION TREE



THE DECISION TREE



Decision Tree in Action



Understanding and Mitigating Bias

Continued in Decision Tree 



It’s not just your data that matters

Continued in Decision Tree 



Algorithm Check 



COMPLETION



KNOWLEDGE GENERATION



CERTIFICATION



Looking Forward

• Repository of Data Science projects and resources

• Expanding the Decision Tree to cover race, gender and operational ability

• Writing policy guidance for the use of AI for IDPs

• Publish 6-8 collaborative thematic papers on data science and ethics




