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! Executive agencies, judiciary, legislature, Ombudsman, independent Commission on Human

Rights, non-government organizations, faith-based groups, media, and the academe.

2 Last 08 December 2006, President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo signed Administrative Order No.

163, entitled, “ Strengthening and Increasing the Membership of the Presidential Human Rights
Committee, and Expanding further the Functions of Said Committee.”

3 The seven core international treaties on human rightsare:  International Convention on the

Elimination of All Forms of Racia Discrimination (ICERD); International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR); International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR);
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW); Convention
Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment of Punishment (CAT); Convention on
the Rights of the Child (CRC); and, International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (ICMW).

The Nationa Report also took into consideration the Convention on Persons with Disabilities albeit
the fact that it has yet to enter into force.

4 The seven core international treaties on human rightsare:  International Convention on the

Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (ICERD); International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR); International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR);
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Executive agencies, judiciary, legidature, independent
government bodies, non-government organizations, faith-based groups, media, and academia
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW); Convention Against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treatment of Punishment (CAT); Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC); and,
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their
Families (ICMW).

> The CHRP has the power to (1) investigate, on its own or on complaint by any party, al forms

of human rights violations involving civil and political rights; (2) provide appropriate legal measures for
the protection of human rights of all persons and provide for preventive measure and legal aid servicesto
the underprivileged whose human rights have been violated or need protection; (3) Exercise visitoria
powers over jails, prisons, or detention facilities; (4) Establish a continuing program of research,
education, and information to enhance respect for the primacy of human rights; (5) Recommend to the
Congress effective measures to promote human rights and to provide for compensation to victims of
violations of human rights, or their families; (6) monitor the Philippine Government's compliance with
international treaty on human rights

6 The Legidature, known as Congress is composed of two separate chambers, the House of

Representatives (lower house) and the Senate (upper house)

! The Barangay is the smallest geo-political unit, similar to avillage

8 The law enforcement pillar consists of the Philippine National Police (PNP) and the National

Bureau of Investigation (NBI). Local government units perform law enforcement as mandated in the local
government code. The prosecution pillar consists of two national government agencies, namely, the
National Prosecution Service (NPS), an organic unit of the Department of Justice (DOJ), and the Office
of the Ombudsman, an independent agency responsible for graft and corruption cases. Thejudiciary
pillar, which adjudicates cases and renders judgment, consists of afour-tiered court system including the
Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, Sandiganbayan (a specia court, with jurisdiction over criminal and
civil casesinvolving graft and corrupt practices and such other offenses committed by public officers and
employees. Family courts are now well-established within the judicial system. The correction pillar is
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composed of two (2) major components: the institution-based and the community-based corrections
systems. The institution-based corrections comprised of prisons and jails administered by the Bureau of
Corrections of the DOJ, by the Bureau of Jail Management and Penology of the DILG, and by the local
government units. The PNP likewise maintains detention facilities police stations. Community-based
corrections pertain to probation and parole, which are being managed by the Parole and Probation
Administration (PPA) of the DOJ.

o The law enforcement pillar consists of the Philippine National Police (PNP) and the National

Bureau of Investigation (NBI).

10 The prosecution pillar consists of two national government agencies, namely, the National

Prosecution Service (NPS), an organic unit of the Department of Justice (DOJ), and the Office of the
Ombudsman, an independent agency created under the Constitution as the * peoples champion” to
prosecute responsible for graft and corruption cases against public officials and personnel, including men
in uniform.

1 Thejudiciary pillar consists of afour-tiered court system including the  Supreme Court,

Court of Appeals, Sandiganbayan (a special court, with jurisdiction over criminal and civil cases
involving graft and corrupt practices and such other offenses committed by public officers and
employees) and regional, metropolitan and municipal courts. Family courts are now well-established
within thejudicial system.

2 Thecorrection pillar is composed of two (2) major components: the ingtitution-based,

comprised of prisons and jails administered by the Bureau of Corrections of the DOJ, by the Bureau of
Jail Management and Penology of the DILG, and by the local government units, and the community-
based corrections system, i.e. probation and parole, which are being managed by the Parole and Probation
Administration (PPA) of the DOJ. The Department of Social Welfare and Development (DSWD) is
responsible for the restorative part of the correction system. It maintains centers for the care and
restoration of youth and women who are in conflict with the law.In the Philippines, the community is
recognized as a pillar of the criminal justice system and Non-Government Organizations (NGOs) and
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) play an increasingly active rolein the criminal justice system.

¥ Thelaw likewise directs the active promotion on the use of ADR as an important means to

achieve speedy and impartial justice and de-clog court dockets. The law defines ADR as any process or
procedure used to resolve a dispute or controversy, other than by adjudication of a presiding judge of a
court or an officer of agovernment agency, in which aneutral third party participatesto assist in the
resolution of issues. ADR includes arbitration, mediation, conciliation, early neutral evaluation, mini-
trial, or any combination of these schemes.

14 Muslimjustice is based on religion. Muslim tradition involves strong roles played by religious

leadersin informally settling disputes. Justice is guaranteed to al regardless of any social and political
biases. Among Muslim Filipinos, informal settlements particularly on cases involving family and
property matters are preferred over the formal (court) processes. Shari’ a court judges themselves have
assumed the role of customary elders that citizens can seek help to resolve conflicts, an indication of the
pervasive informal nature of Muslim dispute resolution traditions that are deeply imbedded in practice.

> the Human Security Act (Anti-Terrorism Law), Abolition of the Death Penalty Act, Speedy
Tria Act, Certain Rights of Persons Arrested, Detained and Under Custodial Investigation, Juvenile
Justice and Welfare Act, Elimination of the Worst Form of Child Labor, Anti-Violence Against Women
and their Children, Anti-Sexual Harassment Law, Migrant Workers Act, Anti-Trafficking of Persons Act,
Indigenous Peoples Rights Act, Public Assembly Act, Anti-Wiretapping Law, Urban Development and
Housing Act, among others. RA 7309 An Act Creating a Board of Claims Under the Department of
Justice for Victims of Unjust Imprisonment or Detention and Victims of Violent Crimes and for Other
Purposes-- For victims of unjust imprisonment/ detention and victims of crimes, RA 7438 Defining
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Certain Rights of Persons, Arrested , Detained or Under Custodial Investigation as well asthe Duties of
the Arresting, Detaining and Investigating Officers and Providing Penalties for Violations Thereof — For
arrested persong/detainees; RA 9257 Expanded Senior Citizen’s Act of 2003 — For Senior citizens; RA
7877 Declaring Sexua Harassment Unlawful in the Employment, Education, or Training Environment
and for Other Purposes (Anti-Sexual Harassment Act of 1995); RA 6725 An Act Strengthening the
Prohibition on Discrimination Against Women with Respect to Terms and Conditions of Employment,
Amending for the Purpose Article One Hundred Thirty-Five of the Labor Code , as Amended; RA 6955
An Act to Declare Unlawful the Practice of Matching for Marriage to Foreign Nationals on a Mail-Order
Basis and for Other Similar Practices, Including the Advertisement, Publication, Printing or Distribution
of Braochures, FHliers and Other Propaganda Materialsin Furtherance Thereof and Providing Penalty
Therefor; RA 7192 An Act Promoting the Integration of Women as Full and Equal Partners of Menin
Development and Nation- Building and for Other Purposes; RA 7322 An Act Increasing Maternity
Benefitsin Favor of Women Workers in the Private Sector, Amending for the Purpose Section 14-A of
Republic Act 1161, as Amended, and for Other Purposes; RA 8353 An Act Expanding the Definition of
the Crime of Rape, Reclassifying the same as a Crime Against Persons, Amending for the Purpose Act
No. 3815, as Amended, Otherwise Known as the Revised Penal Code, and for Other Purposes; RA 9208
Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act of 2003 — For Women and children; RA 7277 An Act Providing for the
Rehabilitation, Self-Development and Self- Reliance of Disabled Persons and their Integration into the
Mainstream of Society and for Other Purposes (Magna Carta for Disabled Persons) — for persons with
disabilities; RA 7279 An Act to Provide for a Comprehensive and Continuing Urban Development and
Housing Program, Establishing the Mechanism for its Implementation and for Other Purposes (Urban
Development Housing Act of 1992) — for  urban poor; RA 8371 An Act to Recognize, Protect and
Promote the Rights of Indigenous Cultural Minorities/Indigenous Peoples, Establishing the Implementing
Mechanisms, Appropriating Funds Therefor and for Other Purposes (Indigenous Peoples Rights Act of
1997)—for indigenous peoples; RA 8042 An Act to Institute the Policies of Overseas Employment and
Establish a Higher Standard of Protection and Promotion of the Welfare of the Migrant Workers, Their
Families and Overseas Filipinos in Distress, and for Other Purposes —for migrant workers; RA 9344, An
Act Establishing a Comprehensive Juvenile Justice and Welfare System, Creating the Juvenile Justice and
Welfare Council under the Department of Justice, Appropriating Funds Therefore and For Other
Purposes, (Juvenile Justice and Welfare Act of 2006) — For children in conflict with the law; RA 9231
Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labor Act of 2003 — For children; RA 9255 An Act Allowing
[[legitimate Children to Use the Surname of their Father ~ — For children; RA 9262 Anti-Violence
Against Women and their Children Act of 2004 — For women and children.

8 Thisisthefirst substantive agreement signed between the government and the NDF (1998).

" The National Democratic Front isthe political wing of the armed insurgent group the New

People' s Army.

8 Gini Index —where 0 = absolute inequality; 100 = absolute equality

19 The SEA-K (Self Employment Assistance — Kaunlaran “ Progress’) Program is a capacity-

building program of the DSWD and Local Government Units, which aims to enhance the socio-economic
skills of poor families through the organization of community-based associations for entrepreneurial
development. It is open to disadvantaged individuals and families of depressed communities nationwide.

2 The Sandi ganbayan is a specia court, which has jurisdiction over criminal and civil cases

involving graft and corrupt practices and such other offenses committed by public officers and
employees, including those in government-owned or controlled corporations.

2L 2007-2008 Human Devel opment Report
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2 The Gender-responsive Economic Actions for the Transformation of Women or the GREAT

Women Project, with the support of the C$6 million over five (5) years from Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA) is being executed by the NCRFW in partnership with national agencies and
local government units to enhance the enabling environment for women to have better access to enterprise
development with programs and services on credit, and training on financial management, markets and
information, technology and product devel opment, social protection, and environmental sustainability.

2 Theselawsare: RA 7877 (Anti-Sexual Harassment Act of 1995); RA 8353 (Anti-Rape Law of
1997); and RA 8505 (Rape Victim Assistance Act of 1998), RA 9208, (Anti-Trafficking in Persons Act
of 2003) and RA 9262 (the Anti-Violence Against Women and Their Children Act)

% These statistics refer to reported cases.

25 a) Ligtas Buntis (Safe Pregnancy) Campaign which provided information and counseling on

the use of Family Planning (FP) services to 4 million women and men; b) “Contraceptive Self-Reliance
Strategy” which aimsto help local government units (LGUS) provide FP services and commodities to
their clientele.  This strategy includes the promotion of public and private partnerships whereby the
private sector helpsin procuring the needed FP commaodities as well asin the provision of servicesto
augment the public sector. It may also include commodity swapping procurement wherein the health
department will procure essential health commaodities to free other resources to procure FP commodities,
and c) Networking with NGOs, such as the Family Planning Organization of the Philippines which
provide direct FP servicesto clients — Philippine Legidators Committee on Population and Development,
reproductive Health Advocacy Network, and Reproductive Rights Resource Group which are in the
forefront in pushing for the passage of the RH Billsin both Congress and Senate, as well as in advocacy,
public awareness, and capacity-building of legislators and LGU officials, youth and other sectors.

% The strategy seeks to encourage women to give birth in strategically located facilities suitably

equipped to render Basic Emergency Obstetric and newborn Care (BEMOC). Complicated pregnancies
and those needing caesarian sections and blood transfusions are referred to facilities rendering
Comprehensive Emergency Obstetric and newborn Care (CEmOC). . To further this objective, DOH
investsin selected facilities not only be towards their upgrading to model standards but shall also ensure
their compliance with DOH licensing and PhilHealth accreditation requirements.

*’ No. 118 and on Equality of Treatment of nationals and Non-Nationals and ILO Convention
No. 157

% Pursuant to R.A. 9346 (otherwise known as, “An Act Prohibiting the Imposition of Death

Penalty in the Philippines’), the death penalty law in the country was abolished.

% Based onthe report of Task Force 211, out of 144 EJK cases, 20 are pending with Prosecution

Office; 58 have been filed in court; 35 were dismissed; 6 accused were convicted; 21 cases were archived;
and 4 cases are pending with the Office of the Ombudsman.

% TheRule on the Writ of Amparoisaremedial rule which places the constitutional right to

life, liberty, and security above violation and threats of violation thus providing the victims of extralegal
killings and enforced disappearances the protection they need and the promise of vindication for their
rights. The rule also empowers the courts to issue reliefs that may be granted through judicia orders of
protection, production, inspection, and other reliefsto safeguard a person’slife and liberty. The writ
shall hold public authorities, who took their oath to defend the Constitution and enforce laws, to ahigh
standard of official conduct and hold them accountable to the people.
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31 The Rule on the Writ of Habeas Data is both an independent remedy to enforce the right to

informational privacy and the complementary “right to truth” as well as an additional remedy to protect
theright to life, liberty, or security of aperson. Thewrit makes available to any person whose right to
privacy in life, liberty, or security is violated or threatened by an unlawful act or omission of a public
official or employee, or of aprivate individual or entity engaged in the gathering, collecting, or storing of
data or information regarding the person, family, home, and correspondence of the aggrieved party.”
Reliefs include the deletion, destruction, or rectification of the erroneous data or information.

% The CHRP has conducted five Regional Workshops on the role of medical officers and jail
personné on the recognition, documentation and reporting cases of torture from November 2005 to
March 2005.

B A legitimate strike requires notice, a ground recognized by law, observance of the mandatory

cooling-off period, a secret strike vote and submission of the results to the Department of Labor and
Employment (DOLE). Only union members who are proven to have knowingly participated in the
commission of unlawful acts during a strike can be penalized with dismissal and only after being
accorded due process.  Only officers of the union who knowingly participate in an illegal strike are
placed in jeopardy of dismissal, but again only after the observance of due process.

% Article 264(a) of the Labor Code.

% Inthe case of Bayan, et a. vs. Ermita, the Supreme Court sustained the constitutionality of

Batas Pambansa No. 880 (State Law) requiring a permit to peaceably assemble and nullified the use of
Calibrated Preemptive Response (CPR) in lieu of maximum tolerance. In the event of public rallies and
demonstrations, the police are now required to exercise “maximum tolerance” pursuant to Batas
Pambansa 880.

% Members of the media have successful ly filed petitions for restraining orders against the PNP

and AFP against harassment when covering national security threats. When charged with libel, they are
accorded all the rights of the accused including the right to bail, counsel, and humane treatment. More
significantly, members routinely use the power of the free pressto bring public attention to any
perception of mistreatment sustai ned.
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