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The following abbreviations have been used for this document:

ICERD International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination
ICESCR International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

OP-ICESCR Optional Protocol to ICESCR

ICCPR International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights

ICCPR-OP 1 Optional Protocol to ICCPR

ICCPR-OP 2 Second Optional Protocol to ICCPR, aiming at the abolition of the death penalty
CEDAW Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
OP-CEDAW Optional Protocol to CEDAW
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CAT Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or
Punishment

OP-CAT Optional Protocol to CAT

CRC Convention on the Rights of the Child

OP-CRC-AC Optional Protocol to CRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict

OP-CRC-SC Optional Protocol to CRC on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
pornography

ICRMW International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers
and Members of Their Families

CRPD Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

OP-CRPD Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities

CED International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance

“In acceding to the said Convention, the Government of the State of Kuwait takes the view that its
accession does not in any way imply recognition of Israel, nor does it oblige it to apply the provisions
of the Convention in respect of the said country.

“The Government of the State of Kuwait does not consider itself bound by the provisions of article 22
of the Convention, under which any dispute between two or more States Parties with respect to the
interpretation or application of the Convention is, at the request of any party to the dispute, to be
referred to the International Court of Justice for decision, and it states that, in each individual case,
the consent of all parties to such a dispute is necessary for referring the dispute to the International
Court of Justice.”

Interpretative declaration regarding article 2, paragraph 2, and article 3:

Although the Government of Kuwait endorses the worthy principles embodied in article 2,
paragraph 2, and article 3 as consistent with the provisions of the Kuwait Constitution in general
and of its article 29 in particular, it declares that the rights to which the articles refer must be
exercised within the limits set by Kuwaiti law.
Interpretative declaration regarding article 9:
The Government of Kuwait declares that while Kuwaiti legislation safeguards the rights of all
Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti workers, social security provisions apply only to Kuwaitis.
Reservation concerning article 8, paragraph 1 (d):
The Government of Kuwait reserves the right not to apply the provisions of article 8,
paragraph 1 (d).

Interpretative declaration regarding article 2, paragraph 1, and article 3:

Although the Government of Kuwait endorses the worthy principles embodied in these two
articles as consistent with the provisions of the Kuwait Constitution in general and of its article 29
in particular, the rights to which the articles refer must be exercised within the limits set by
Kuwaiti law.

Interpretative declaration regarding article 23:
The Government of Kuwait declares that the matters addressed by article 23 are governed by
personal-status law, which is based on Islamic law. Where the provisions of that article conflict
with Kuwaiti law, Kuwait will apply its national law.

Reservations concerning article 25 (b):
The Government of Kuwait wishes to formulate a reservation with regard to article 25(b). The
provisions of this paragraph conflict with the Kuwaiti electoral law, which restricts the right to

stand and vote in elections to males.
It further declares that the provisions of the article shall not apply to members of the armed forces
or the police.

% Article 9, paragraph 2:

The Government of Kuwait reserves its right not to implement the provision contained in article 9,
paragraph 2, of the Convention, inasmuch as it runs counter to the Kuwaiti Nationality Act, which
stipulates that a child’s nationality shall be determined by that of his father.
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Atrticle 16(f):

The Government of the State of Kuwait declares that it doesn’t consider itself bound by the
provision contained in article 16(f) inasmuch as it conflicts with the provisions of Islamic Shari’a,
Islam being the official religion of the State.

Article 29, paragraph 1:

The Government of the State of Kuwait declares that it does not bound by the provision contained
in article 29, paragraph 1.

Reservation:

“With reservations as to article (20) and the provision of paragraph (1) from article (30) of the
Convention.”

Upon signature:
Reservation

“[Kuwait expresses] reservations on all provisions of the Convention that are incompatible with
the laws of Islamic Shari’a and the local statutes in effect.”

Upon ratification:
Declarations:
Article 7:

The State of Kuwait understands the concepts of this article to signify the right of the child who
was born in Kuwait and whose parents are unknown (parentless) to be granted the Kuwaiti
nationality as stipulated by the Kuwaiti Nationality Laws.

Article 21:

The State of Kuwait, as it adheres to the provisions of the Islamic Shari’a as the main source of
legislation, strictly bans abandoning the Islamic religion and does not therefore approve adoption.

Declaration:

“ ... the Government of the State of Kuwait is committed to maintaining the minimum age for
voluntary service in the Kuwaiti armed forces at 18 years of age, and to prohibiting the forced
conscription of any persons under the age of 18, pursuant to article 3, paragraph 2 of the
aforementioned Protocol.”

Declaration:
“....with a reservation in respect of paragraph 5 of article 3 of the second protocol.”

""" Adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 63/117 of 10 December 2008. Article 17,
paragraph 1, of OP-ICESCR states that “The present Protocol is open for signature by any State that
has signed, ratified or acceded to the Covenant”.

Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Women and Children,
supplementing the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime.

1951 Convention relating to the Status of Refugees and its 1967 Protocol, 1954 Convention relating
to the status of Stateless Persons and 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness.

Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in Armed Forces
in the Field (First Convention); Geneva Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of
Wounded, Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea (Second Convention);
Convention relative to the Treatment of Prisoners of War (Third Convention); Convention relative to
the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War (Fourth Convention); Protocol Additional to the
Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Protection of Victims of International
Armed Contflicts (Protocol 1); Protocol Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and
relating to the Protection of Victims of Non-International Armed Conflicts (Protocol II); Protocol
Additional to the Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, and relating to the Adoption of an
Additional Distinctive Emblem (Protocol III). For the official status of ratifications, see Federal
Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland, at www.eda.admin.ch/eda/fr/home/topics/intla/intrea/
chdep/ warvic.html.
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International Labour Organization Convention No. 29 concerning Forced or Compulsory Labour;
Convention No. 105 concerning the Abolition of Forced Labour; Convention No. 87 concerning
Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise; Convention No. 98 concerning the
Application of the Principles of the Right to Organise and to Bargain Collectively; Convention No.
100 concerning Equal Remuneration for Men and Women Workers for Work of Equal Value;
Convention No. 111 concerning Discrimination in Respect of Employment and Occupation;
Convention No. 138 concerning Minimum Age for Admission to Employment; Convention No. 182
concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child
Labour.

CEDAW, Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-ninth session, Supplement No. 38
(A/59/38), para. 81.

Concluding observations of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(E/C.12/1/Add.98), para. 32.

Ibid., para. 34.
Ibid., para. 35.
Ibid., para. 40.
Concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC/C/15/Add.96), para. 29.

Concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC/C/OPAC/KWT/CO/1),
para. 14 (c).

Ibid., para. 22; CRC/C/15/Add.96, para. 9.
E/C.12/1/Add.98, paras. 9 and 28.
A/59/38, para. 61.
A/55/40, paras. 456 and 457.
A/53/44, para. 228.

Ibid., para. 229.

Concluding observations of the Committee on the Rights of the Child (CRC/C/OPSC/KWT/CO/1),
para. 7; see also CRC/C/OPSC/KWT/CO/1, para. 8.

E/C.12/1/Add.98, para. 8.
A/59/38, para. 62.
E/C.12/1/Add.98, para. 27.
A/59/38, para. 63.
E/CN.4/1997/71/Add.2, para. 67.

For the list of national human rights institutions with accreditation status granted by the International
Coordinating Committee of National Institutions for the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights
(ICC), see A/HRC/10/55, annex 1.

E/C.12/1/Add .98, para. 11.

Ibid., para. 30; see also A/55/40, para. 496.
CRC/C/OPSC/KWT/CO/1, para. 14.
A/59/38, para. 68.

Ibid., A/59/38, para. 69.

Ibid., A/59/38, paras. 68 and 69.

Ibid., A/59/38, para. 63.
CRC/C/15/Add.96, para. 14.

See General Assembly resolution 59/113 B and Human Rights Council resolution 6/24. See also
letters from the High Commissioner for Human Rights dated 9 January 2006 and 10 December 2007,
available from http://www?2.ohchr.org/english/issues/education/training/Summary-national-
initiatives2005-2009.htm.
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The following abbreviations have been used for this document:
CERD Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination
CESCR Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights

HR Committee ~ Human Rights Committee

CEDAW Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
CAT Committee against Torture

CRC Committee on the Rights of the Child

E/CN.4/1997/71/Add.2.

E/CN.4/2006/62, para. 2; A/HRC/4/23, para. 2.
E/CN.4/1997/71/Add.2., para. 4.

The communications referred to relate to alleged human rights violations concerning three
individuals.

The questionnaires referred to are those reflected in an official report by a special procedure mandate
holder issued between 1 January 2006 and 31 January 2010. Responses counted for the purposes of
this section are those received within the relevant deadlines, relating to the following questionnaires:
(a) report of the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially in women and children
(E/CN.4/2006/62) and the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
pornography (E/CN.4/2006/67), joint questionnaire on the relationship between trafficking and the
demand for commercial sexual exploitation, 2005; (b) report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of
children, child prostitution and child pornography (A/HRC/4/31), questionnaire on the sale of
children’s organs, 2006; (c) report of the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially
women and children (A/HRC/4/23), questionnaire on issues related to forced marriages and
trafficking in persons, 2006; (d) report of the Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants
(A/HRC/4/24), questionnaire on the impact of certain laws and administrative measures on migrants,
2006; (e) report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to education (A/HRC/4/29), questionnaire on
the right to education of persons with disabilities, 2006; (f) report of the Special Representative of the
Secretary-General on the issue of human rights and transnational corporations and other business
enterprises (A/HRC/4/35/Add.3), questionnaire on human rights policies and management practices;
(g) report of the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of
indigenous people (A/HRC/6/15), questionnaire on the human rights of indigenous people, 2007; (h)
report of the Working Group on the use of mercenaries (A/62/301), questionnaire on measures
adopted and envisaged, including legislation, regarding mercenaries, 2007; (i) report of the Special
Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography (A/HRC/7/8),
questionnaire on assistance and rehabilitation programmes for child victims of sexual exploitation,
2007; (j) report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women (A/HRC/7/6), questionnaire on
indicators on violence against women, 2007; (k) report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to
education (A/HRC/8/10), questionnaire on the right to education in emergency situations, 2007; (1)
report of the Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, especially women and children
(A/HRC/10/16 and Corr.1), questionnaire on trafficking in persons, 2008; (m) report of the
independent expert on the question of human rights and extreme poverty to the eleventh session of the
Council (A/HRC/11/9), questionnaire on Cash Transfer Programmes, 2008; (n) report of the Special
Rapporteur on the right to education, (A/HRC/11/8), questionnaire on the right to education for
persons in detention, 2009; (o) report of the Special Rapporteur on violence against women
(A/HRC/11/6), questionnaire on violence against women and political economy, 2008; (p) report of
the Special Rapporteur on contemporary forms of slavery, including its causes and consequences
(A/HRC/12/21), questionnaire on national legislation and initiatives addressing the issue of bonded
labour, 2009; (q) report of the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, child prostitution and child
pornography (A/HRC/12/23), questionnaire on measures to prevent and combat online child
pornography, 2009; (r) report of the Special Rapporteur on the right to food (A/HRC/12/31),
questionnaire on world food and nutrition security, 2009; (s) report of the Working Group on
Arbitrary Detention (A/HRC/13/30), questionnaire on the detention of drug users, 2009; (t) joint
study on global practices in relation to secret detention in the context of countering terrorism
(A/HRC/13/42), questionnaire on secret detention, 2009; (u) report of the Special Rapporteur on the
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situation of human rights defenders (A/HRC/13/22), questionnaire on the security and protection of
human rights defenders, 2009.

OHCHR Report of Activities and Results 2007, pp. 147 and 166; OHCHR Report of Activities and
Results 2009.

A/59/38, para. 64.
Ibid., paras. 70 and 71.
E/C.12/1/Add.98, para. 14.
A/59/38, para. 66; see also CRC/C/15/Add.96, para. 20.
A/59/38, para. 67.
Ibid., para. 67; see also CRC/C/15/Add.96, para. 15 and E/C.12/1/Add.98, para. 33.
E/C.12/1/Add.98, para. 12.
E/CN.4/1997/71/Add.2, para. 69.
E/C.12/1/Add.98, para. 31.

A/55/40, para. 478; see also concluding observations of the Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination (CERD/C/304/Add.72), para. 16.

E/C.12/1/Add.98, para. 31.
A/55/40, para. 480.

ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, Individual
Direct Request concerning Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No.
111), 2009, Geneva, doc. No. (ILOLEX) 092009KWT111, third paragraph.

A/55/40, para. 481.
Ibid., para. 482.

ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, Individual
Observation concerning Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No. 111),
2009, Geneva, doc. No. (ILOLEX) 062009KWT111, second paragraph.

E/CN.4/1997/71/Add.2, para. 69 (¢), (d) and (e).
CRC/C/15/Add.96, para. 6.
A/55/40, para. 464.
Ibid., para. 465.
A/HRC/11/2/Add.1, p. 256.
A/55/40, para. 469.
Ibid., para. 470.
A/53/44, para. 223.
Ibid., para. 227.

Ibid., para. 230.
E/CN.4/2006/6/Add.1, para. 130.
A/HRC/7/3/Add.1, para. 120.
A/HRC/10/44/Add.4, para. 129.
A/59/38, para. 78; CRC/C/15/Add.96, para. 21.
Ibid., para. 79; Ibid.
CRC/C/OPSC/KWT/CO/1, paras. 17 and 18.
CRC/C/15/Add.96, para. 21.
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CRC/C/OPAC/KWT/CO/1, para. 13.
CRC/C/OPSC/KWT/CO/1, para. 31.
Ibid., para. 32.

E/C.12/1/Add.98, para. 21.

Ibid., para. 37.

ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, Individual
Observation concerning Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29), 2009, Geneva, doc. No.
(ILOLEX) 062009KWTO029, fourth paragraph.

A/55/40, para. 471.
Ibid., para. 472.
CRC/C/OPSC/KWT/CO/1, para. 19.
Ibid., para. 20.
CRC/C/OPAC/KWT/CO/1, para. 16.
E/CN.4/2006/52/Add.1, para. 135.
A/55/40, paras. 468 and 469.
CRC/C/15/Add.96, para. 32.
A/55/40, para. 477.
Ibid., para. 478.

Ibid., para.483.
Ibid., para.488.
DP/DCP/KWT/1, para. 17.

ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, Individual
Observation concerning Abolition of Forced Labour Convention, 1957 (No. 105), 2009, Geneva, doc.
No. (ILOLEX) 062009KWT105, first paragraph.

A/55/40, para. 493.
Ibid., para. 494.

ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, Individual
Observation concerning Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise Convention,
1948 (No. 87), 2009, Geneva, doc. No. (ILOLEX) 062007KWTO087, eighth paragraph; see also
second through seventh paragraphs.

United Nations Statistics Division coordinated data and analyses, available from
http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg.

DP/DCP/KWT/1, para. 4.
A/59/38, para. 72; see also A/55/40, paras. 462 and 463.

ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, Individual
Observation concerning Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No. 111),
2009, Geneva, doc. No. (ILOLEX) 062009KWT111, first paragraph.

A/59/38, para. 73.
E/C.12/1/Add.98, para. 34.

ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, Individual
Observation concerning Forced Labour Convention, 1930 (No. 29), 2009, Geneva, doc. No.
(ILOLEX) 062009KWTO029, first paragraph; see also second paragraph.
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ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, Individual
Observation concerning Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organise Convention,
1948 (No. 87), 2007, Geneva, doc. No. (ILOLEX) 062007TKWTO087, fifth paragraph.

E/C.12/1/Add.98, para. 18.
Ibid., para. 38.

ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, Individual
Direct Request concerning Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No.
111), 2009, Geneva, doc. No. (ILOLEX) 092009KWT111, sixth paragraph.

CRC/C/15/Add.96, para. 5.
DP/DCP/KWT/1, paras. 3 and 4.
E/C.12/1/Add.98, para. 23.
Ibid., para. 43.
CRC/C/15/Add.96, para. 27.
E/C.12/1/Add.98, para. 26.
Ibid., para. 46.

A/55/40, para. 475.

ILO Committee of Experts on the Application of Conventions and Recommendations, Individual
Observation concerning Discrimination (Employment and Occupation) Convention, 1958 (No. 111),
2009, Geneva, doc. No. (ILOLEX) 062009KWT111, third paragraph; see also CERD/C/304/Add.72,
para. 16.

UNDP Bangladesh and Ovibashi Karmi Unnayan Program (OKUP), HIV Vulnerabilities faced by
Women Migrants, From Bangladesh to the Arab States (2009), p. 48, available from
http://data.unaids.org/pub/Report/2009/200911_ undp_bangladesh en.pdf.

CRC/C/15/Add.96, para. 29.
E/C.12/1/Add.98, para. 7.
See www.unfpa.org/webdav/site/global/shared/CO_Overviews/Kuwait B2 9.23.doc.

Resident Coordinator, Annual Report 2008, p. 2, available from
www.undg.org/RCAR/2008/finalized/pdfs/RCAR 2008 KUW_NAR.pdf.

Ibid., p. 1.
Ibid.
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