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I. Background and framework

A. Scopeof international human rights obligations’

1. Amnesty International (Al) noted that as of Nowser 2011, Bahrain had not signed
CED, although it had accepted a recommendatiohisoeixtent at its first review under the
UPR in 2008 Front Line Defenders (FLD) recommended that Bahexcede to OP-
CAT# JS2 recommended ratification of OP-ICES@Rd called upon Bahrain to ensure
that all domestic laws confirm to internationalrstards’

2. Al noted that Bahrain had agreed to undertaetdic education campaign aimed at
withdrawing reservations to CEDAW, ratifying OP-CEW and harmonizing national
legislation with the Convention. However, resemwasi made to CEDAW remainédJS4
stated that Bahrain had ignored most UPR recomntiemda including recommendations
to withdraw reservations to CEDAW,; to sign CED; atodenact a law providing for
citizenship of children whose father is not Bahi:din

3. JS2 acknowledged the ratification of the UN Gamtion against Corruption as an
achievement, but noted that the implementationhef €onvention needed to be assured,
with relevant amendments to domestic legislation.

4, JS4 noted that Bahrain had notified the Unitiadions of its declaration of a
State of National Safety on 15 March 2011, andflerogation from certain provisions of
ICCPR¥ Al stated that the state of emergency, declanegk$ponse to anti-government
protests, had given the security forces sweepingep® of arrest and detention and
established a system of military-dominated specairts, without any explicit human
rights safeguard$ Excessive force had still been used after théngjftof the state of
emergency on 1 June 20%1.

B. Constitutional and legidative framework

5. According to JS4, Bahrain’s human rights proldestem from a deep-rooted

imbalance in its Government’s administration and éxclusion of democratic oversight

over the legislation, with resulting discriminatiand a sectarian division and distrust in the
population®?

6. JS2 stated that demands for equality and namidigation had been at the core of
the peaceful protests at Pearl Roundabout in Mareftea14 February 2011, alongside the
call for institutional, political, economic and salc reforms aimed at reducing social
inequalities'* According to JS4, the authorities had used excedsiice to remove large
sit-in protests on 17 February and 16 March 2011.

7. Al noted that several draft laws were pendingrapal by the Shura Council (the
appointed Upper House of Parliament), includingdheft press law and a draft children’s
law.'®* In October 2011, the Shura Council had adoptearticie of the latter draft law that
will raise the upper age definition of a child frdé to 18 year¥’

C. Ingtitutional and human rightsinfrastructure, policy measures

8. JS2 welcomed the establishment of the Nationah&h Rights Institution (NHRI)
in line with Bahrain’s voluntary pledges made a flist UPR session. It noted, however,
that some members, including the head of the NHRd, resigned in April 2011 in protest
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over human rights abus¥s.JS4 stated that the NHRI continued to remain sib@ngrave
human rights violations committed since the begignof 20112 JS2 urged Bahrain to
ensure that the work of the NHRI is aligned witte tRaris Principles and serves to
document and report human rights violatiéhs.

9. Al noted the establishment of the Bahrain Indejeet Commission of Inquiry
(BICI) in June 2011, composed of five internatiopaperts, to investigate alleged human
rights abuses related to the February-March 20bfepts?* Al recommended that Bahrain
implement the recommendations made by BICI, witlieav to ensuring full accountability,
justice and reparation for the victirffs.

10. JS2 welcomed the renaming of the Ministry ofi8loDevelopment to Ministry for
Human Rights and Social Development, but noted tthatactions of the Ministry were
often not aligned with international human rightsnslards and obligatiors%.

11. JS2 noted that further details and clarifiaa®tiowere needed regarding the
functioning of the National Victims' Compensatiorurid, established to compensate
eligible victims who had suffered material, moralphysical damage from the actions of
public security forces or public officials duriniget uprising?

12. JS2 noted that a National Consensus Dialogdeblean launched in July 2011.

National stakeholders called for a genuine natiodillogue, led by a consensus

Government that includes all major political andiabforces and adopts clear mechanisms
for further implementatio®. JS2 urged Bahrain to submit periodic reports oa th
implementation of reform&.

13. JS4 stated that in the last UPR follow-up rep@®ahrain claimed to have involved
all relevant stakeholders in the implementatiortha action plan, including the Bahrain
Human Rights Society (BHRS) and the Bahrain Humaht® Watch Society (BHRWS).
However, while BHRS had been closed down in theesggar and its board replaced by
Government officials, BHRWS was a Government a&féd organization. The Bahrain
Centre for Human Rights (BCHR) had never been dtetst(

Cooperation with human rights mechanisms

Cooperation with special procedures

14. JS4 encouraged Bahrain to accept visits by iS8lp&apporteurs, including the
Special Rapporteur on Torture and the Special Raégpoon Freedom of Association and
Assembly?® Al recommended that Bahrain agree a firm datetHervisit by the Special
Rapporteur on tortur&.Front Line Defenders (FLD) recommended that Baheaisure full
cooperation with the Special Rapporteur for Humaghi® Defenders and invite the
mandate to visit’

I mplementation of inter national human rights obligations

Equality and non-discrimination

15. JS2 noted that, although Bahrain had receipgdegiation for its achievements on
economic and social rights during the first UPRsE®g" the 2011 protests signalled a lack
of equality in the implementation of social and mmmic policies among Bahraini citizens
and geographic regioi$JS2 urged Bahrain to ensure that the principlescpfality and
non-discrimination are well implementéd.
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16. Al stated that women were still subject to dimmation in law, as well as in
practice. For example, while Bahraini men marrizdoreign spouses can pass on Bahraini
nationality to their children this is still not pkle for Bahraini women married to foreign
men3*

17. Al noted that Bahrain had supported a recommatgod to undertake consultations
towards the adoption of a family law. In May 2089 King had approved a new family
law for Sunni Muslims, which protects the rightssadmen in Shari'a law courts. However,
Bahrain’s Shi'a Muslim population was excluded frahe legislation after scholars and
members of parliament from the Shi'a community biatatened to organize widespread
protests against the latw.

18. JS2 stated that the difference in wages betwemmand women was getting wider,
especially in the private sector, where women eaiy 70 per cent of men’'s wag&s.JS2
urged Bahrain to take corrective measures to addvessistent wage gaps ensuring the
principles of equality and non-discriminatidh.

B. Righttolife, liberty and security of the person

19. Al stated that since February 2011, large @otrernment protests had been held
mostly by members of the Shi'a Muslim communityhey complained of discrimination,
especially in employment and housing, and called riforms. The Government had
dispersed the first protests using excessive forSeven protesters had been killed and
others injured; some due to the use of live ammamiand shotguns at close range by the
police and army. Pen International (PEN) stated tbpression had escalated in March
2011, when the Government invited security foraasen the aegis of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) to help manage the unrest. The Kiad &nnounced a state of emergency
under which curfews were imposed and all publicaddy were banned. The combined
security forces had then initiated a brutal craskaon protesters and supportéts.

20. JS4 stated that numerous violations had oatwafeer lifting the National Safety
Acts, including the arbitrary detention of protesteand the establishment of punitive
checkpoints outside villages by which civilians eeargeted because of their religion or
the contents of their mobile phones. Many had In&it thouses raided and their property
destroyed or confiscated, and had been beaterelyyolice before and after arrét.

21.  The Islamic Human Rights Commission (IHRC) dadfeat according to accounts of
Bahraini human rights activists, 34 people had Heked, mostly in the weeks after Pearl
Roundabout had been cleaf@adl reported that more than 1,000 people had betainkd
since the start of the protests. In virtually afises the whereabouts of detainees had
remained unknown for weeks after their arrest. brshtases the Government had refused
to allow any contact with the detainees, promptingiety about their safety and welfdte.

22. FLD stated that doctors and nurses who hadettethe injured had subsequently
been arrested and charged with harbouring antitgovent opponents. The military

prosecutor had charged 24 doctors and 23 nursepaathedics with various offences. In
addition, the heads of 21 out of 23 health centrad been removed from their jobs.
Excessive use of force had been used during theistaand many of them had been held
incommunicado for weeks, without access to themilias and lawyers. Allegations of

torture and ill treatment had not been investigatedcknowledged by the couft.

23.  According to JS4, torture has had a long hystdbeing used with impunity by the
state security apparatus&sAl noted that legislation did not explicitly proliilihe use of
torture and other ill-treatment; nor provide a cldafinition of torture in line with CAT.
Torture and other ill-treatment of detainees remdiwidespreatf. It recommended that
Bahrain explicitly prohibit torture and other ileatment in national legislation and in
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practice; incorporate a clear and comprehensiviaitieh of torture in national legislation,
and ensure that all allegations of torture or oftidreatment are independently, promptly
and thoroughly investigated, and that those resplenare brought to justicg.

24. REDRESS stated that over the past eighteenhsid@dhrain had seen a massive
increase in the use of torture within its policatisins and by its state security services. The
frequency and recurring patterns of torture suggkshat it had been carried out in a
systematic way, at least in respect of the receatkdown against protestéfsiS4 stated
that Bahraini NGOs had documented over 1800 remdriisdividuals being tortured since
February 2011

25.  Human Rights First (HRF) noted that there wasng evidence that human rights
defenders had been tortured in detention. On 12 204yl a HRF observer had been denied
entry to the trial of 21 political and human righastivists, including Abdulhadi Al
Khawaja, founder of the BCHR. HRF had spoken tcedszof released detainees who gave
consistent, credible accounts of having been tedtuin custody. Dozens had been
sentenced after having inadequate access to lavamishaving been forced to sign
confessions extracted under torture. Many had Iseatenced to long terms, often in the
range of 15 year8.JS4 reported that at least four detainees had idiecustody in
suspicious circumstancésFLD recommended that Bahrain conduct an independent
impartial and thorough inquiry into the source lufetts, ill-treatment, torture and all forms
of intimidation and harassment as well as unfaal tand initial arbitrary detentioif.
Alkarama recommended that Bahrain annul the judgésnesndered by the Court of
National Safety and release all detainges.

26. The Organization for Defending Victims of Viole (ODVV) stated that women
had not been immune from arrests, abuse and toRemortedly more than 25 women had
been arrested during various protests in the cpuatrd some had been raped. Allegedly
children and youths had also been victims of tieemecrisis?

27. Al recommended that Bahrain ensure that afigalions of unlawful killings and
excessive force against protesters are independentimptly and thoroughly investigated;
that those responsible are brought to justice;thatiappropriate reparation are provided to
victims >

28. Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishmewf Children (GIEACPC)
highlighted with concern lack of progress towardshibiting corporal punishment of
children, and strongly recommended that legislaberintroduced to prohibit all forms of
corporal punishment of children in all settirigs.

Administration of justice, including impunity, and the rule of law

29. FLD stated that since the intensification ofsmarotests, the use of the judicial
system to silence protest leaders and human ragfenders had increased. Many of the
trials that followed had been held before the NatlcSafety Court, which was a military
court established by the decree proclaiming théeSih National Safety” Al stated that
prominent opposition activists, health workerscteas, students and human rights activists
had appeared before this court on a wide rangbafges?® JS4 noted that cases which had
received sufficient international condemnation wsoenetimes moved to civilian courts,
such as the case against the medics involved atirigeinjured protesters in Salmaniya
hospital. It stated that Bahrain had committedosisr violations by denying defendants
time to prepare legal counsel, not presenting thdeace against them or informing them
of the charges, interrogating them without the @nes of a lawyer, and often ignoring
evidence that they had been tortured into confgssial reported that the court had neither
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investigated allegations of torture nor dismissedtested “confessions”, and it had not
referred defendants for independent medical exaimimz

30. JS3 stated that on 29 September 2011, 20 nhelticeors had been sentenced by a
military court, based on unsubstantiated evidemzbcharges stemming from the fact that
they had occupied the Salmaniya medical compldegatlly calling for the overthrow of
the regime and for spreading false informafion.

31. Al noted that at the end of August 2011, thagkinad issued a decree referring all
cases being examined by the National Safety Couwrivilian courts, and by early October
2011 all such cases had been referred to civilamts; however, many people had already
received lengthy prison terms at the National Safaturt. Out of four persons who had
been sentenced to death by this Court, two hadtheid sentences commuted to life
imprisonment, while the other two remained undentesece of death by early November
2011. Al recommended that all detainees be releas®tl that all receive a fair trial. All
death sentences should be commuted and a moratoriwgxecutions be declaréd.

32. JS3 similarly recommended that the files oflieins sentenced by military courts be
thoroughly reviewed and the sentencing investigt&tlD recommended the immediate
release of those human rights defenders who rechaingrial 2

33. JS4 observed a culture of impunity within tleewity services, although the King
had repeatedly promised to investigate and holdoresible those individually responsible
for human rights abuses. JS4 stated that everei€tivas no clear official policy by the
Government to torture and kill dissidents, thesesab had become a regular occurréfce.
FLD recommended that Bahrain fully investigate galigons of torture and take urgent
measures to prevent its re-occurreffce.

34. Alkarama noted that decree 56/2002 had graantatesty to the perpetrators of acts
of torture committed during the 1990s. It recomnazhthat Bahrain combat impunity by
amending this decrée.

D. Freedom of religion or belief, expression, association and peaceful
assembly, and right to participatein public and political life

35. IHRC stated that, in an attempt to preventdose of expression of the anti-
government protestors, security checkpoints anéah police presence had been set up
around the countr$f.

36. ODVV was deeply concerned over attacks on mescnd destruction of holy
Islamic property, the banning of Shia from holdirgigious ceremonies and attacks on
mourners, all of which were grave violations ofeimational law’ JS4 stated that the
rights of Shiites to practice their religious bédiehad come under attack by the
Governmenf® JS4 noted the presence of checkpoint used to IpuBliite villages by
beatings, confiscating property, robbing and aimgspeople, or preventing people from
practicing their religious ritua®. ODVV recommended an immediate stop to the
destruction, provisions for compensation and tfemmetruction of centres and properties
that had been destroyét.

37. HRW indicated that for the past four years Bahthad failed to pass new and
progressive legislation to regulate press freeddrmasrather introduced new amendments
that would impose further restrictions. It statéwhttthe current Press Law (47/2002)
contained unduly restrictive measures. The govemirhad stepped up efforts to further
silence criticism by introducing new measures &g down on press freedoms. Alkarama
stated that Bahrain’s voluntary commitment “to takee that the press bill does not restrict
freedom of expression unduly” did not seem to hbgen met. On 28 March 2011, the
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Government had promulgated decree No 5/2011, wpichibits the publication of any
information on investigations in progress for reesof “national security”, thus allowing
the authorities to penalize any denunciation of anmghts violations. Consequently, on 3
April 2011, the principal newspaper of the oppositiAl Wasat, had been suspended. PEN
recommended repealing the 2002 Press Law or anmgridiio eliminate all restrictions
upon the freedom of the press; and enacting a essiye, substantive Freedom of
Information law’*

38. JS4 stated that Bahrain had derogated frorohtigation to respect freedom of
expression under ICCPR during the period of Nati@adety in 2011. However, attacks on
journalists, both foreign and native, had occuwachumerous occasions also outside this
period’? JS4 and PEN stated that two of those who had idietetention under torture
were journalists: Zakariya Rashid Hassan AlAshind &Kareem Fakhrawi. Many more
journalists had been harassed, beaten, and arr@Edtwas especially concerned that the
crackdown particularly had targeted writers, academand journalists who were
attempting to exercise these fundamental rights.

39. PEN stated that Nazeeha Saeed, a reporterdocé24, had been arrested on 22
May 2011 for reporting a story about a death pegped by security forces. She reported
that she had been tortured and beaten so badlg whdustody that she had to be airlifted
to France to recover in hospital. Hayder Mohamed, a journalist for the independent
newspaper Al Wasat, had allegedly been abducted fiis house by security forces and
then been tortured. He was subsequently releastwbuwticharge. Similarly, 10 lawfully
registered photographers had also been detainedsamé of them reported torture in
custody. They, too, were subsequently releasedoufithaving been charged or tri€d.
PEN recommended the release of all journaliststeveriand activists held in custody for
practicing their right to freedom of expressionatthBahrain fully implements the
recommendations by BICI; and civilian courts becduge place of military tribunals for
charges of free expression in order to guaranteeodocess®

40.  Article 19 was concerned by the lack of indejgen broadcast media, noting that
much of TV and radio was state-controlled and useslystematically attack activists and
dissidents. Newspapers and journalists who operatependently of the State were
accused of receiving funds and instructions froneifm powers, and warned of imminent
prosecution. Self-censorship was prevaléAl. reported that more than 68 journalists and
media workers, including some 30 journalists wogkior pro-government newspapers, had
been dismissed from their jobs. Allegedly a numtiejournalists and bloggers had been
detained® Al recommended that Bahrain cease all intimidatad respect and protect the
right of human rights defenders to conduct theirkwaithout hindrance, intimidation or
harassment

41.  Article 19 noted that internet freedom remairefdconcern, both in terms of
legislation and practice. It stated that Resolutdml1 of 2009, adopted pursuant to the
2002 Telecommunications Law, gave the Ministry nformation full control over the
blocking of websites. According to Article 19, mucknsorship of politically sensitive
material took place under the pretext of protectitigens from offensive material such as
pornography. The Ministry of Information had beectively blocking websites with
content critical of the Governmefit.

42. JS3 expressed deep concerns over the actiotise oduthorities towards human
rights defenders, bloggers, poets, political astéviand ordinary citizens who had spoken
out against the brutal crackdown on peaceful ptetasd demonstrations. Thousands had
been arrested and tortured and some had died émti®i®* JS3 stated that on 22 June
2011, 21 human rights and political activists haerb sentenced to prison terms ranging
from 2 years to lifé? Among those arrested was Abdullah al-Khawaja, forpresident of
the BCHR, who had allegedly been harassed and iddied at his home and arrested
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together with two of his sons in law. According 83, Mr. Al-Khawaja was later
sentenced to life in prisdf.

43.  Human Rights Watch (HRW) reported that lawg tegulate freedom of assembly
are not in compliance with ICCPR and regularly utedestrict the freedom to assemble
peacefully. Bahrain’s Public Gathering Law 32/20@&fines a public gathering as any
meeting in which “more than five people” participatequires that organizers give notice
three days before holding such meetings; and grawteping power to local security
authorities to turn down requests, depending oir fhapose or any other circumstance.
The law authorizes prison sentences of up to sirthsoand/or fines for alleged breacfes.
HRW estimated that at least 1,600 people had bemstad since mid-March and that
authorities had charged many of those arrestedpfarticipating in illegal protests® Al
recommended that Bahrain ensure that meetings ihefttivate and involving a small
number of people are not subject to obtaining poificial notification; amend or repeal
Article 10(a) of Law 32 of 2006 in order to allowsljical rallies and meetings for non-
citizens; and to allow demonstrations for elecpompose$®

44,  JS3 stated that in the lead-up to the muni@pal parliamentary elections held on
23 October 2010, the authorities had targeted mesnbkthe political opposition and
activists using the anti-terrorism legislation andhe process arrested and detained about
300 individuals, some of whom were tortured whileletentiorf’

45.  FLD stated that legislation regulating the lelssdment and functioning of NGOs
had been used to restrict the creation of humantgigroup$® FDL recommended that
Bahrain review the 1989 Societies Act No 21 witkiew to strictly defining the criteria
upon which registration can be denied or the lesdprof a registered NGO replaced by
government administratofs.

46. HRF stated that a range of international NG@d Ibeen denied access to Bahrain
during parts of 2011. Premises of Médecins Sansitiéres had been forcibly closed
following an armed raid by security forces in JABA1, its equipment confiscated and staff
arrested®

E. Freedom of movement

47. Al stated that some activists were banned ftaamelling abroad. On 31 May,
Nabeel Rajab, director of the banned BCHR, was redigo report to the military
prosecutor’'s office, where he was questioned witltbe presence of a lawyer for five
hours. He was not charged, but threatened withegrdion before the National Safety
Court. Two days earlier, officials at Manama aitpload prevented him from boarding a
flight and told him he had been banned from lea\Badprain; although the ban was later
lifted-**

F. Right towork and tojust and favourable conditions of work

48. JS1 stated that 2815 workers in both public paivhte sector had been dismissed
and that the Government had largely failed to tatesworkers illegally dismisse€d.Al
stated that those who had joined the protests aare dismissed from their employment
included university lecturers, school teachers, io@dloctors and nurses. The justification
put forward was generally that the employees haddired the terms of their employment
by joining the protest¥ JS3 stated that before their dismissals, someeofmbrkers had
been interrogated by authorities and questioneditadnay role they had played at the start
of the demonstrations. JS1 reported on arrest amgkepution of trade union leadétgS1
stated that prominent trade union leaders and legisdof members had been fired, and
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some faced criminal prosecution for their role iganizing and participating in strikes
and/or demonstratiori8JS1 expressed concern that trade union leaderggedtto face
charges® JS3 recommended Bahrain to reinstate and fully emsg@e workers covering
the period of their dismissals.FDL called on Bahrain to ensure that all humarhtdg
defenders are fully reinstated in their positiomsl dree to carry out their human rights
activities free from persecutidh.

49. ODVV noted grave violations and highlightedtthabulances, hospitals, clinics,
doctors, nurses and medical staff had been targétbide observing their code of ethics in
fair treatment of injured protestors, doctors amtlsas had been dismissed from medical
treatment centres, and in instances arrested datheld®

50. JS2 stated that the number of women who ocdepging positions in both the
private and public sector was still disproporti@hatow. Although the rise of the maternity
leave from 45 days to 60 days was a positive stepas still far below the 14 weeks ILO
standard, necessitating the revision of the Lal@@ade to promote gender equafityJS2
urged Babhrain to reform the Labour Code to prongsader equality and ensure that all
labour legislation and policy meets internationainan rights standard®.

51. Bahrain Human Rights Watch Society (BHRWS)estahat a number of individual
expatriates, some of them female domestic workeh® had debts, were banned from
travel and ordered to pay back the debts. Balwdimmigration Department refused to
renew the residency of individuals who had a trdzaei, due to which they could not get a
work permit, which in consequence meant that tlmytctnot work and pay off the deltS.
BHRWS stated that employers were often not payiatpres to expatriateé§® It
recommended that Bahrain adopt new legislationesnafe domestic workers as soon as
possiblet®

Right to social security and to an adequate standard of living

52. JS2 stated that although Bahrain was a wetf@te subsidizing many utilities, the

elimination of wide income gaps that generate nadaboverty remained a core challenge.
In this regard, the adoption and revision of théomal strategy to decrease relative poverty
and to support needy families was a positive amant:®

53. JS2 stated that crony capitalism and corrupgfization practices exacerbated the
income inequalities. JS2 called upon Bahrain taenshe availability and accessibility of

up-to-date data on poverty; and open transparahtiradependent investigations of cases
raised by the Parliament in regards to privatizatibpublic land and its implications on the

realization of economic and social rights.

54. The European Centre for Law and Justice (ECitdjed that Shia Muslims
composed the majority of the lower socio-econortatus and had a higher unemployment
rate. The Government’s religious prejudice was mested in political and employment
discrimination, and Shia Muslims complained thatytvere denied desirable government
jobs due to their religioH’

55. JS2 noted discrimination between different amgi with regard to the
implementation of the state-subsidized housinggmtsj with more such services being
offered in the Southern regidf¥.

Right to health

56. JS2 stated that the targeting of medical percend patients in Salmaniya Medical
Complex during the protests had curtailed the engyt of the right to access to healthcare
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and led to degradation of medical services. In M&@11, military and security forces had
taken over the Salmaniya Medical Complex and ua#tert interrogations of patiens.
JS2 urged Bahrain to take immediate measures t@sedhe violations of the right of
health and restore the civil nature of the Salmanijedical Complex!® JS4 similarly
reported that the Government had blocked mediealtinent to wounded protestors. The
Government had prevented medical facilities fronachéng the Salmaniya Medical
Complex, which had deterred many injured protesham seeking treatment because of
the sweeping arrests at similar medical facilitiés.

57. JS2 stated that the need to improve nationalltthestandards through a

comprehensive strategy and in closer coordinatidh the private sector, while ensuring

equal access to quality services across the cquhtag been pointed out during the

National Consensus Dialogue. However, the Govertrsould ensure that privatization

of the health sector does no violate the rightealth and that it is accompanied by relevant
measures that guarantee equal access of all titygjo@lth care without discriminatidf?

Right to education

58. JS2 stated that while universal primary edocatvas nearly achieved, providing
guality education for all remained a challeH§eS2 recommended that Bahrain reform its
education policy to ensure non-discrimination icems to quality education among all and
in all geographic regions?

59. ECLJ stated that public education includes =&clusively Sunni-based Islamic
studies curriculum that is mandatory for all studenThe Shia Islamic tradition was not
represented in the mandatory curriculum and Shachers were discouraged from
including any materials about Shia traditions aqpices*®

60. JS4 stated that 40 students had been expetled dducational institutions, while
others had been forced to sign a loyalty pledd&lS2 stated that students that had taken
part in the anti-government protests had beentadesd suspended from their universities
and many subjected to trials by military coudtfsJS2 called for immediate corrective
measures redressing violations against the rightfudents and academit8.

Human rights and counter-terrorism

61. Al noted that the “Protecting Society from Teist Acts Law” (2006) allows the
death penalty for anyone convicted of committingptanning terrorist acts® Alkarama
noted that the provisions of the 2006 anti-terrariaw contains a vague definition of
terrorism, and grants to the public prosecutor goessive capacity as regards police
custody, authorizing its prolongation for fifteeayd without control of a legal authority.
Alkarama recommended the abolition of the antieiésm law and a revision of all
judgements, while guaranteeing fair trials to th@sesecuted?® Al recommended that
Bahrain repeal Article 6 of this lal&

The stakeholders listed below have contributedrmétion for this summary; the full texts of all
original submissions are available at: www.ohcly..or
Civil society
Al Amnesty International (NGOs in Consultativiatss with ECOSOC)
(London, United Kingdom);
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Gulf-European Center for Human Rights (Mandsahrain);
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Human Rights First;
Human Rights Watch (New York, USA);
Islamic Human Rights Commission (Wembley,)UK

Joint Submission 1 — by the Internatidmatie Union Confederation
(ITuC),
Education International (El), a global uniondeation;

Joint Submission 2 — by: Arab NGO NetwarkDevelopment
(Beirut, Lebanon), Bahrain Transparency Assoaiatio
(Manama,Bahrain), and Bahrain Human Rights So¢Manama,
Bahrain);

Joint Submission 3 - CIVICUS: World Alliarfoe Citizen
Participation and Bahrain Centre for Human RigBSHR)
(Manama,Bahrain).

Bahrain Centre for Human Rights (BCHR) (Manamagahand
Cairo Institute for Human rights (Cairo, Egypt);
Organization for Defending Victims of Vighce (New York,
USA);

PEN International;

Ending Torture, Seeking Justice for Sorgiv
(London, UK);

2 The following abbreviations have been used fa& tlicument:

ICERD

ICESCR
OP-ICESCR
ICCPR
ICCPR-OP 1
ICCPR-OP 2

CEDAW

OP-CEDAW
CAT

OP-CAT
CRC
OP-CRC-AC

OP-CRC-SC
ICRMW
CRPD
OP-CRPD
CED

3 Al, page 1.

* FLD, para. 25.
5 JS2, paras. 10-12.

International Convention on the EliminatmiAll Forms of Racial
Discrimination

International Covenant on Economic, Sauidl Cultural Rights
Optional Protocol to ICESCR

International Covenant on Civil and PolitiRaghts

Optional Protocol to ICCPR

Second Optional Protocol to ICCPR, aimairthe abolition of the
death penalty

Convention on the Elimination of All FormagDiscrimination against

Women

Optional Protocol to CEDAW

Convention against Torture and Other Crugluman or Degrading
Treatment or Punishment

Optional Protocol to CAT

Convention on the Rights of the Child

Optional Protocol to CRC on the involvenadrthildren in armed
conflict

Optional Protocol to CRC on the sale itdr&m, child prostitution
and child pornography

International Convention on the Protectidithe Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Dlitab

Optional Protocol to CRPD

International Convention for the ProtectidrAll Persons from
Enforced Disappearance
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JS2, paras. 10-12.
Al, page 1.

JS4, page 2.

JS2, para. 31.
JS4, page 5.

Al, page 2.

Al, page 3.

JS4, page 5.

JS2, paras. 1-2.
JS4, page 5.

Al, page 1.

Al, page 1.

JS2, paras. 13-16.
JS4, page 3.

JS2, para. 17. See also Al, pages 5 and 6.
Al, page 2.

Al, pages 5 and 6.
JS2, paras. 13-16.
JS2, paras. 13-16.
JS2, para. 21.
JS2, paras. 22-24.
JS4, page 2.

JS4, page 3.

Al, pages 5 and 6.
FLD, para. 25.
JS2, para. 5.

JS2, para. 25.
JS2, para. 27.

Al, page 1.

Al, page 1.

JS2, para. 38.
JS2, paras. 43-46.
PEN, para. 6.

JS4, para. 5.
IHRC, page 2. See also JS4, paras. 4-5 and Al, Dage
Al, pages 3-4.
FLD, paras. 15-19.
JS4, para. 5.

Al, page 2.

Al, pages 5 and 6.
REDRESS, para. 3.
JS4, para. 5.

HRF, paras. 4-7.
JS4, para. 5.

FLD, para. 25.
Alkarama, p. 6.
ODVV, para. 13.
Al, pages 5-6.
GIEACPC, page 1.
FLD. Para. 6.

Al, page 4.

JS4, page 6.

Al, page 4. See also PEN, para 12.
JS3, para. 3.4.

Al, pages 4 - 6.
JS3, para. 5.2.
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FLD, para. 25.

JS4, pages 6 and 7.

FLD, para. 25.
Alkarama, pp. 5-6.
IHRC, page 2.
ODVV, para. 12.
JS4, page 5.

JS4, page 5.
ODVV, para. 16.

PEN, para. 25. See also Alkarama, pp. 3 and 6.

JS4, page 4.

JS4, pages 5 and 6. PEN, paras. 7, 9 and 10.

PEN, para. 11.
PEN, para. 12.
PEN, para. 25.

ARTICLE 19, paras. 8-12.

Al, paras. 4-5.
Al, paras. 5-6.

ARTICLE 19, paras. 13-15.

JS3, para. 2.4.
JS3, para. 2.6.
JS3, para. 2.5.

HRW, page 1. See also Al, page 2.
HRW, page 1. See also Al, page 2.

Al, pages 5 and 6.
JS3, para. 2.2.
FLD, para. 20.
FLD, para. 25.
HRF, paras. 8-12.
Al, paras. 4-5.

JS1, page 5. See also JS2 paras 34 to 42.
Al, paras. 4-5. See also JS3, paras. 4.1 to AdbJ&2, para. 40.

JS1, page 1.
JS1, page 3.
JS1, page 5.

JS3, paras. 4.4 and 5.3. See also Al, pages 6.and
FLD, paras. 23 and 25.
ODVV, paras 7 and 8.

JS2, paras. 41-42.
JS2, paras. 43-46.
BHRWS, page 1.
BHRWS, page 2.
BHRWS, page 4.
JS2, paras. 29-31.
JS2, paras. 32-33.
ECLJ, para. 13.
JS2, para. 26.
JS2, paras. 53-54.
JS2, para. 56.
JS4, para. 5.

JS2, para. 55.
JS2, paras. 47-48.
JS2, paras. 51-52.
ECLJ, para. 15.
JS4, page 5.

JS2, paras. 49-50.
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118 3352, paras. 51-52.
119 Al page 2.

120 Alkarama, pp. 5-6.
121 Al, pages 5 and 6.
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