
Scope of the Global Shelter Cluster
The Global Shelter Cluster (GSC) supports country-level shelter clusters and other non-refugee
 coordination mechanisms by providing predictable, effective and timely shelter coordination services in order to improve humanitarian response. The GSC strengthens system-wide preparedness and technical capacity to respond to humanitarian emergencies through improved coordination at the global, regional, and national levels.

The GSC acknowledges that for the affected population the shelter recovery process starts immediately: households initiate the process of re-building their lives as soon as they can, especially after natural disasters. Consequently, the GSC’s scope includes all aspects related to achieving the right to adequate housing with a humanitarian focus: household-related Non Food Items (NFIs), emergency and longer term shelter support, housing construction and reconstruction, and settlement support such as site planning and urban planning. The GSC acknowledges the variety of methods that shelter actors use to provide support in these wide areas, some of which involve building but many others not. Shelter options vary according to the context, protection aspects, climate, and other issues. They are defined in collaboration with local governments and in line with local regulations. Furthermore, the GSC acknowledges the invaluable contributions made by national-level shelter stakeholders to response and recovery efforts and declares its commitment to actively include those stakeholders in the work of the GSC.

Whilst the GSC’s role and responsibilities range from emergency to longer-term shelter, the concept of “provider of last resort”
 will only apply to meeting emergency needs and not to the provision of longer term shelter or housing or longer term settlement planning. 
The GSC acknowledges the need to ensure a comprehensive and integrated response and the essential role of shelter to ensure protection and early recovery. Thus the GSC works closely with the other global clusters and OCHA to ensure inter-cluster coordination and in particular with Protection, Camp Coordination and Camp Management, WASH, and Early Recovery.
� UNHCR has a mandated responsibility to coordinate multi-sectoral response to refugee needs and clusters are not established in this context. In a humanitarian crisis involving both refugee and non-refugee populations, UNHCR will participate in shelter cluster meetings at national and sub-national levels, and refugees’ needs for shelter assistance will be reflected in consolidated appeals under “multi-sectoral response to refugees.


� As per the agreed IASC definition of the Provider of Last Resort 






