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Kakuma Camp & Kalobeyei Settlement, Kenya 
 1 – 31 October 2020 
 

198,146 
Refugees and asylum seekers 

registered in Kakuma camp and 

Kalobeyei settlement as of 31 

October 2020 

 
5,008 
New arrivals refugees and asylum 

seekers registered in 2020. 

 
24 
Nationalities hosted in Kakuma 

camp and Kalobeyei settlement 

 

 
FUNDING (AS OF 22 OCTOBER 2020) 

USD 164.6 M 
Requested for the Kenya Operation 

 

   

POPULATION OF CONCERN (31 AUGUST 2020) 

Country of origin 
 

 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
KEY INDICATORS 

133 

COVID-19 positive cases recorded in Kakuma during the month 

of October 2020 
 

3,714 

Cumulative COVID-19 tests conducted since the first case was 

recorded in May 2020 

   

    

113,887

35,229

14,099

11,978

10,504

9,857

2,592

198,146

SSD

SOM

DRC

BRD

ETH

SUD

Others

TOTAL:

Funded  

53% 

87.06 M 

Unfunded 47% 

77.54 M 

A learner from Arid Zone Primary School washes hands before accessing her 
classroom. As part of COVID-19 response, UNHCR has donated facemasks and 
handwashing stations to host community schools in Turkana West. UNCHR/Samuel 
Otieno 

SSD – South Sudan 
SOM – Somalia 
DRC – Democratic Republic of Congo 
BRD – Burundi 
ETH – Ethiopia 
SUD - Sudan 
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Update on Achievements 
 
Highlights 
 

UNHCR and WFP conduct general CRI and Food distribution in Kakuma: On 1 

October, the World Food Programme (WFP), the UN Refugee Agency – UNHCR and 

partners commenced food and core relief Items (soap and firewood) distribution in Kakuma 

refugee camp. The distribution is ongoing under strict observance of Government set 

containment measures, including checking temperatures, installation of several hand 

washing facilities, observing physical distance and wearing of face masks for all individuals 

at the Food Distribution Centres.  

 

Stakeholders meet to take stock of progress made in the implementation of KISEDP: 

On 2 October, representatives from the national and county governmental agencies, 

elected representatives, UNHCR and all KISEDP stakeholders came together during a 

West Turkana stakeholder forum to take stock of milestones implemented under the 

KISEDP approach. This included highlighting the most significant achievements under the 

eight thematic areas including health for the host communities in Turkana West. The 

COVID-19 pandemic was emphasised as to have disrupted the implementation of some of 

the flagship projects. The meeting took place at the Kakuma Youth Centre in Kakuma town 

under observance of Ministry of Health guidelines on prevention of the spread of COVID-

19.  

 

UNHCR Head of Sub Office Kakuma makes a presentation during the KISEDP stake holders forum held in Kakuma town. 
UNCHR/Samuel Otieno 
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Refugee Affairs Secretariat (RAS) distributes non-food items to refugees affected by 

floods: On 7 October, the Refugee Affairs Secretariat (RAS) distributed government NFIs 

to 40 refugee families- expectant women and families with young children - recently 

affected by floods. The NFIs included mosquito nets, blankets and beddings.  

On 8 October, UNHCR handed over 3,500 reusable facemasks to the Kenya Police Service 

(3,000pcs) and the G4S guards (500 pcs) in support of the prevention of the spread of 

COVID-19.  

 

UNHCR donated communication equipment to the Kenya Police Service: On 9 

October, UNHCR handed over 46 new VHF handheld radios to the Kenya Police Service 

to support communication and enhance response to emergencies.  

 

UNHCR donates an ambulance in support of host community in Turkana West Sub 

County: On 22 October, UNHCR officially handed over an Ambulance to the Kakuma 

Mission Hospital in support of health services to the host community under the spirit of 

KISEDP.  

 

UNHCR supports safe reopening of Turkana West host community schools: To 

support safe reopening of schools for host community, UNHCR, on 15 October, handed 

over assorted items to the Turkana West Sub-County Director for Education. In attendance 

to receive the assistance was the Sub-County Administrator and representation from the 

DCC, MCA and Member of Parliament. The assistance delivered in support of 63 primary 

schools and 8 Secondary school include: 30 hand washing stations, 13,112 reusable 

facemasks, 1,420 kgs of bar soap and 1,420 litres of liquid soap.  

 

Refugee learners are back in school following Governments directive on partial 

reopening of learning institutions across the country: Schools in Kakuma and 

Kalobeyei settlement reopened on Monday, 19 October for grade 4, class 8 and form 4 

learners. This comes following a directive from the Ministry of Education to reopen schools 

and higher learning institutions with most learners across the country having reported to 

school on 12 October.  

 

New fresh produce market launched in Kakuma town: On 24 October, the Governor of 

Turkana County, together with representatives from the World Food Programme and UN 

Refugee Agency, UNHCR, officially launched Towo Kayeni fresh produce market in 

Kakuma town. This is one of the three markets constructed jointly between Turkana County 

Government and the World Food Programme with funding from the European Union Trust 

Fund. The two other markets are Natukobenyo and Tumaini fresh produce markets in 

Kalobeyei.  
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Refugees and asylum seekers a step closer to benefiting from the National Health 

Insurance Fund NHIF: UNHCR received registration certificated from the medical board 

confirming all health facilities in Kakuma refugee camp and Kalobeyei integrated settlement 

are registered as public health facilities. This paves way for accreditation of the facilities as 

NHIF supported facilities and subsequent enrolment of Persons of Concern into the Kenyan 

National Hospital Insurance Fund (NHIF). 

 

 

Achievements 

 
PROTECTION   

Achievements and Impact 

 

■ Registration: 242 new arrivals and 37 newborn babies were registered during the 

reporting period. The majority of the new arrivals came from Somalia, Burundi, the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, and South Sudan, specially from Sud-Kivu, Banadir, 

Juba Hoose, Shabelle Hoose, Muyinga, Eastern Equatoria, Juba Dhexe, and Jonglei. 

■ A rapid assessment was conducted to quickly identify the return intentions from a sample 

of Burundian refugees in Kakuma, and to facilitate coordination around returns and 

sustainable reintegration. 90% of the respondents were not willing to return due to 

insecurity and fear of persecution. 

■ Bank accounts belonging to 1,000 households living in Kalobeyei settlement were 

verified and updated in proGres to ensure no POC is left out in the process, and that the 

bank cards are given to the actual beneficiaries. The updating of POCs bank account 

details in proGres allows UNHCR to implement subsequent CashAssist programs using 

proGres v4 which is linked to CashAssist. 

 

Identified Needs and Remaining Gaps 

■ On average, 400 newborn babies are recorded every month at health facilities in the 

camp and settlement but due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the registration of newborn 

babies is restricted to urgent cases. However, efforts have been made and newborn 

registration is likely resume in the coming weeks. 

 

■ Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV):  

During the month of October, 66 new SGBV cases were identified and referred for 

assessment. 3 additional SGBV cases were follow up from the previous month. Out of 

the 66 new cases, 18 involve LGBTI individuals.  All survivors received psychosocial 

support and are following a case plan under UNHCR supervision.  

■ SGBV Implementing Partners intensified awareness raising during food distribution and 

participated on one Radio Talk Show which discussed MHPSS. 
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■ Child Protection: A total of 15 Best Interest Assessments (BIAs) from UNHCR Child 

Protection partners in Kakuma and Kalobeyei for review.  

■ A total of 30 Best Interest Determination (BIDs) from 2019 backlog were updated into 

progress during the reporting period hence effectively clearing the 2019 BID backlog. 

■ Legal Assistance: 

■ Refugee Status Determination (RSD): In the month of October 2020, UNHCR and 

RAS with representation from both Kakuma and Nairobi held several virtual meetings on 

resumption of RSD activities in the two locations. UNHCR provided technical guidance 

to RAS on the establishment implementation of remote interview for RSD case 

processing as well as on backlog reduction strategies. 

■ Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) meeting was held on 14 October 2020, about 90 

individual RSD cases presented for deliberation and submission to the Commissioner 

for Refugee Affairs for endorsement.  

■ As of 31 October 2020, 2,053 asylum seekers were granted refugee status by the 

Commissioner of Refugee Affairs.  

■ Access to asylum territory:  UNHCR and partners continued to conduct remote border 

monitoring throughout the reporting period. No detention of new arrivals incidents during 

the reporting period. 

■ During the month of October, asylum seekers continued to access the territory on 

humanitarian considerations despite the COVID-19 restrictions being implemented at 

the border entry points.  

■ Detention monitoring: The legal sector continued to intervene in cases of arbitrary 

arrest, asylum related cases in Kakuma and along the flight corridor. 

■ Intervention made for arrest of 10 Ethiopians at Kitale. They were discharged from Kitale 

Law courts and handed to the Kenya Red Cross. It was reported by Kenya Red Cross 

that the 10 Ethiopian nationals disappeared from the Transit Centre in Kitale and their 

whereabouts remain unknown.  

■ Documentation: 5 Conventional Travel Document (CTD) applications were completed 

in October and forwarded to UNHCR Branch Office Nairobi for processing. 4 CTDs were 

received from Nairobi out of which 3 have been handed over to the applicants.   

■ Legal assistance: UNHCR legal partner, Refugee Consortium of Kenya (RCK), 

maintained presence at various designated centres across the camp and settlement. 

Community sensitization forums were also held in Kakuma. The communities were 

mainly sensitized on justice system on issues such as reporting of cases, case follow 

up, bond bail, trial sentencing, rehabilitation and reintegration of offenders. 

■ The court held sessions except for one week, during the reporting period. However, due 

to the suspension of transportation of remandees to Lodwar prison, the court only 

handled cases on bond basis. However, court also handled cases of child offenders 

since they are not remanded in Lodwar Prison.  
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EDUCATION  

 

Achievements and Impact 

■ During the month, following the Ministry of Education directive, schools in Kakuma 

refugee camp and Kalobeyei settlement were re-opened for Form 4, class 8 candidates 

and grade 4 learners. A total of 5,680 (2,086 female) learners in class 8, 1,241 (285 

female) in form 4, and 6,314 (2,650 female) in grade 4 have reported to school. 

■ Learning Continuity in Primary, Secondary and Accelerated Education Programme 

through Radio lessons broadcasts supported by UNHCR on Radio Biblia Husema 

continued throughout the month. UNHCR and education partners, through the radio 

programme taskforce, revised the radio lessons timetable to focus on lower classes and 

grades for learners who are still at home.  

■ UNHCR supplied 5,000 free play radio handsets to Education Partners for further 

distribution to learners to enhance access to radio lessons programmes for learning 

continuity. 

■ UNHCR’s partner for Secondary School Education, Windle International Kenya (WIK) 

continued to carry out community sensitization on girls’ education targeting parents (both 

host and refugees) through Radio Atana Yeche and Radio Bibilia Husema twice a week. 

■ A total of 14 new classrooms constructed by UNHCR in primary and secondary schools 

completed and awaiting handover to the respective school’s management. The new 

classrooms will decongest existing classrooms and support physical distancing when 

schools resume fully. 

■ Procurement of 96 new desks, refurbishment and distribution of 243 desks by UNHCR’s 

partner for Education in Kalobeyei Settlement the Finnish Church Aid (FCA) to the 6 

Primary schools in Kalobeyei completed. Besides, 50 new desks were delivered to 

Pokotom Secondary School in support of learning for the host community children. 

■ In preparation of school reopening, the Ministry of Education (MoE) through the sub-

county Education Office conducted an assessment in the 6 schools in Kalobeyei 

settlement. Schools in the country had been closed since March 2020 when the first 

case of COVID-19 was reported. 

■ FCA conducted advocacy training aimed at strengthening School level Social Advocacy 

Teams (SATs) for increased access to Psychosocial Support, Child Protection and 

prevention of School Related Gender Based Violence (GBV) and Violence Against 

Children (VAC) in schools for children at risk and adolescents. A total of 600 learners 

(360 female) attended the training. 

■ In order to improve sanitation and hygiene as a COVID-19 prevention measure, 1 block 

of 4 door latrine constructed at Vision Secondary School by NRC complete awaiting 

hand over to the school. 

■ Completion of Kenya National Examination Council (KNEC) Assessment for grade 4 and 

class 8 candidates in Kakuma and Kalobeyei. This follows the partial reopening of 

schools in Kenya. 

■ Feeding by WFP commenced in all primary schools in Kakuma camp and Kalobeyei 

Settlement targeting grade 4 and class 8 learners following partial reopening of schools.  
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■ FCA conducted a two-day training for school management committees during which 36 

(50% female) members were trained on roles on center management including 

sustainable operation and maintenance of WASH facilities.  

■ Community engagement forums were conducted by the Lutheran World Federation, 

UNHCR’s partner for primary school education in Kakuma camp, to inform on the Barrier 

and Facilitator Assessment targeting Focus Group Discussions with 120 participants 

(parents/ caregivers of children with and without disabilities, children with and without 

disabilities, Special Needs Education teachers and those from regular classes from 

Kakuma 1-4).  

■ 47 sets of age-appropriate tables and chairs were distributed to Nasibunda Pre-Primary 

school in Kakuma in anticipation of school reopening. 

 

 
HEALTH   

 

Achievements and Impact 

■ The month of October witnessed a sustained upsurge of malaria cases associated with 

the ongoing rains. A total of 10,394 cases of malaria were treated across the 8 health 

facilities in Kakuma camp and Kalobeyei Integrated Settlement. 

■ During the month, only 15 cases were referred from Kakuma for specialized care: 14 

cases to Lodwar and 1 case to Nairobi. These were mainly emergency cases in need of 

specialized care not available in Kakuma and for diagnostic imaging tests such as CT 

scan to assist in better management of various health conditions. 

■ Health partners undertook training of 14 teachers in Kalobeyei and 42 in Kakuma on 

COVID-19 measures is support of safe school reopening. The training focused on the 

new guidelines from the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Health on COVID-19 

measures to be implemented in schools to minimize risk of spread during learning.  

■ General health indicators maintained within UNHCR with crude mortality rate of 

0.2/1000/month and under 5 mortality rate of 0.7/1000/month which are within 

recommended standards of 0.8/1000/month and 1.5/1000/month respectively. 

■ UNHCR and health partners continue to respond to COVID-19 pandemic. A total of 133 

individuals were diagnosed in the month of October to have COVID-19 compared to 99 

individuals in September 2020. 

■ Two isolation facilities for COVID-19, one in Kakuma at the Ammusait General Hospital 

with 16 beds and one at Natukubenyo facility in Kalobeyei with 35 beds remained 

operational throughout the month. 

■ In addition, the two reception centres,1 in Kalobeyei and 1 in Kakuma continued to be 

used as quarantine facilities for new arrivals coming into Kakuma and any contacts of 

individuals diagnosed to have COVID-19. 405 individuals admitted into quarantine 

during the month of October 2020. 

 

 



 
 

 
 

MONTHLY OPERATIONAL UPDATE 1 – 31 OCTOBER 

 www.unhcr.org 8 
 

Identified Needs and Remaining Gaps 

■ Influx of spontaneous returnees into Kakuma in large numbers from urban centres. 

There is a risk of overwhelming current quarantine facilities in Kakuma and importation 

of COVID-19. 

■ Shortage of some components of Personal Protective Equipment especially the N95 

masks and face shields. 

■ Misinformation among persons of concern on quarantine and COVID-19 treatment 

centres leading to resistance. 

 

 

 

FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION  

 

Achievements and Impact 

■ Health partners in Kakuma and Kalobeyei continued to support and run the nutrition 

programs. The Outpatient Therapeutic Program targeting children with severe 

malnutrition served 184 children with severe malnutrition and 624 children with moderate 

malnutrition through the Supplementary Feeding Program across the 8 health facilities.  

■ Blanket Supplementary Feeding program targeting pregnant and lactating women 

served 2,287 individuals in the month of October. 

■ Health partners provided health education to the pregnant and lactating women and 

parents of children during the nutrition distribution sessions while observing the COVID-

19 guidelines. A total of 7,406 beneficiaries of the nutrition programs and caretakers 

were reached with nutrition messages during this month. 

■ Training was conducted for 5 father-to-father support groups and 8 mother-to-mother 

support groups on nutrition screening for children. This involved self-use of Middle Upper 

Arm Circumference (MUAC) tape for the caretaker’s screening of children under their 

care who have malnutrition and making self-referrals to nutrition facilities close to them. 

This reduces need for face-to-face interaction between health worker and patients while 

still ensuring children are referred early for care if suffering from moderate or severe 

malnutrition. 

 

 

Identified Needs and Remaining Gaps 

■ Food assistance remains far from meeting Recommended Daily Intake of the 

population and leads to deteriorating nutrition status especially among young 

children and women. 
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SHELTER AND CBI  

 

Achievements and Impact 

■ As of 31 October, a total of KES 67 million had been disbursed to persons of concern 

through UNHCR Cash Based Intervention (CBI) modality. Of this 86 % (KES 58.3 million) 

was disbursed as Cash for Shelter grants to 601 (3,078 individuals) families under Cycle 

9 of the Cash for Shelter implementation while 14 percent (KES 9.4 million) was Cash 

for Core Relief Items (CRI) for 7,280 households (38,291 individuals). This cash was 

distributed to improve household income and allow the targeted families to purchase 

soap and enhance hygiene during this time of the COVID19 pandemic.  

■ In October, UNHCR Sub Office Kakuma deployed CashAssist for all the CBI 

implemented by the Office. CashAssist is UNHCR’s corporate cash assistance 

management system that allows UNHCR and partners to deliver and track cash 

assistance to refugees and asylum-seekers. 

■ To substantiate the feasibility of CBI in Kakuma, UNHCR is at an advanced stage of 

preparation of a comprehensive market assessment. This will inform the expansion and 

scaling up of CBI to Kakuma camps into new sectors such as energy. The tools for data 

collection are being finalized for this exercise. 

 

 
 

WATER AND SANITATION  

 

Achievements and Impact 

 

■ To complement sanitation and hygiene promotion messaging, Community Led Total 

Sanitation (CLTS) facilitators visited 875 households to conduct demonstrations on 

proper handwashing. Besides, CLTS facilitators facilitated the installation of 737 leaky 

tins in Kalobeyei settlement.  

■ 1,023 demonstration on installation of tippy tap/leaky tin were conducted by the CLTS 

facilitators through house to house visits. The aim of the exercise is to encourage the 

use of local resources and capacity/skills to create basic yet effective handwashing 

facilities to promote hygiene and sustain handwashing after using latrines.  

■ 2,135 households in Kalobeyei were visited for follow up on latrine construction, 

maintenance and use. Issues addressed during visits include proper use of latrines, 

cleaning and maintenance, and the availability of squat hole covers and the use.  

■ Knowledge Attitude and Practices (KAP) survey was conducted in Kalobeyei settlement 

and Kalobeyei and Kakuma host communities. The exercise is aimed at generating data 

on current WASH situation in the respective areas for monitoring of existing and planning 

new and upcoming programs. Approximately 1,700 households were involved in the 

exercise.  
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■ 304 individuals from 41 neighbourhoods in Kalobeyei village 3 benefitted from a targeted 

distribution of liquid soap by Peace Winds Japan. The aim of the distribution was to 

enhance the individual’s capacity to frequently wash hands with soap and running water 

to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and diarrhoea related illnesses.  

■ 109 communal refuse collection sites were identified in Kalobeyei settlement. Further, 3 

Community Based Organisations have been engaged to excavate refuse pits in the 

communal waste sites in support of organised and systematic waste management by 

persons of concern in Kalobeyei settlement.  

■ 2,355 simple hand washing devices were installed at various households in Kakuma 

refugee camp.  

■ To support safe reopening of schools, UNCHR partner for WASH fumigated two schools 

previously used as COVID-19 isolation and quarantine centers; Angelina Jolie Primary 

School and Morneau Shepell Secondary School. Besides the schools, fumigation was 

also conducted for the Kakuma reception centre, COVID-19 quarantine facility.  

■ UNHCR, the Ministry of Health, Peace Winds Japan, and AIC Health Ministries together 

with communities in Kalobeyei Settlement marked the Global Hand Washing day, 

‘themed Hand Hygiene for all’ on 17 October. Hand washing demonstrations were 

conducted, and various hand washing technologies displayed including Sato tap - a 

technique that is easy and cheap to install and uses minimal water.  

■ 437 people were reached with COVID-19 messages through triggering 

sessions/meetings and a further 200 people (120 adults and 80 children) reached during 

Global Handwashing Day celebrations.  

■ During the month, local tailors produced a total of 3,085 re-usable pads for Peace Winds 

Japan. These are part of the 4,000 additional re-usable pads lined-up for production in 

support of adolescent girls (Age 9 - 14 years) on Menstrual Hygiene Management in 

Kalobeyei Settlement and host Communities. Besides, 90 CLTS facilitators were trained 

on SGBV mainstreaming and Menstrual Hygiene Management.  

■ 18,420 re-usable cloth facemasks were distributed to education partners to support 

schools re-opening in Kalobeyei (FCA - 1,000 masks; Windle Trust - 3,420 Masks and 

LWF) and Kakuma (LWF-14,000 Masks) in the context of COVID19. 

■ 1,643 reusable cloth facemasks were distributed among persons of concern in Kalobeyei 

settlement during the triggering exercises to enhance the prevention measures for 

COVID19.  

■ One live radio talk-back show to sensitize community on proper hand washing as a 

COVID-19 preventive measure was aired at Radio Atanayece during the week.  

■ 4,448 households (approximately 22,240 individuals) were reached through COVID-19 

sensitization and awareness activities in Kakuma refugee camp.  

■ 2,415 Comic books for children were distributed during the week to enhance education 

of children on key facts of COVID-19 prevention measures and trigger dialogue with their 

parents at home. This will enhance understanding of the risks and reinforce behaviour 

change in complying with the laid down measures.  

■ 26 blocks in Kakuma refugee camp were sensitized on proper management of solid 

waste during which a general cleaning exercise was conducted for public places.  
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■ 223 latrine pits in flood prone areas in K1, K2, K3 were installed with liners to prevent 

soil liquefication and collapse during the rainy season. 8 communal latrines were 

constructed for newly arrived refugees who were discharged and relocated from the 

Kakuma reception center (quarantine facility).  

■ 80 latrine slabs distributed among the beneficiary communities in Kalobeyei village 3 to 

support the community to build makeshift latrines as part of enhancing latrine coverage 

in efforts to stop open defecation among the benefitting neighbourhoods. 12 new 

makeshift latrines were constructed during the reporting period.  

■ A total of 32 disability friendly latrines were constructed during the reporting period.  

■ UNHCR WASH partner, Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) conducted dissemination of 

hygiene promotion messages and demonstration of proper hand washing with soap and 

clean running water at the food and firewood distribution centres during the general food 

distribution exercise.  

■ 228 house-to-house COVID-19 sensitizations were conducted in Kalobeyei settlement 

by the CLTS facilitators to enhance understanding and compliance with the key 

prevention measures. During these sensitizations, the community members highlighted 

the fact that they are unable to afford to buy the face masks for all household members, 

but they were aware of the importance.  

■ 69 hygiene promoters were recruited and trained to heighten COVID-19 awareness at 

the household level and in public places in Kakuma refugee camp.  

■ Peace Winds Japan (PWJ) delivered two 90KG refuse bins (Wheeled) to the Isolation 

and Treatment centre located at Nalemsokon Health Facility in Kalobeyei settlement.  

■ 1,320 households visited on latrine availability, use and maintenance. It was observed 

that most households are maintaining high standards of cleanliness in the latrines and 

around the latrines by ensuring even the children faeces have been collected and 

disposed of properly.  

■ NRC supported extension of water pipeline to Natir dispensary in the host community 

with 100 meters of 2’’ HDPE pipe and three pieces of 2’’ HDPE couplings.  

 

 

Identified Needs and Remaining Gaps 

■ Double outbreak of COVID-19 and Cholera is straining implementation of projects as 

attention is focused in prevention and control of the two diseases. 

 

 

 
COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT AND SELF RELIANCE  

 

Achievements and Impact 

■  TVET Officers completed C-19 inspection for five TVET centers in the Kakuma camp 

and Kakuma town effecting technical institutions reopening on 12th October 2020. 
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■ Nine automotive mechanics trainees completed third and fourth phase Toyota Kenya 

Foundation virtual soft skills training implemented on 5 to 23 October. UNHCR 

Livelihoods facilitated connectivity at the Main Conference. 

■ 100 business incubates received coaching and mentorship to enhance their practical 

knowledge in budgeting, cash flow management, business strategy development and 

review. 

■ AEC Kenya awarded recovery business grant to 12 businesses to keep businesses 

afloat in the new normal. 

■ UNHCR Livelihoods unit connected ILO PROSEPECTS Enterprise project with host and 

refugee businesses to attend upcoming capacity building Financial inclusion trainings 

scheduled in November.  

■ UNHCRs partner for livelihoods, Action Africa Help – International (AAH-I) facilitated 

successful six business registration. Five host community owned and one refugee 

female owned businesses.  

■ 10 Village Savings and Loans Association (VSLA) groups of 208 (136 female) members 

continued with their savings and lending. Currently the groups have a cumulative savings 

of Kes 878,800 and loans worth Kes. 923, 650. 

 

Identified Needs and Remaining Gaps 

■ Business recovery grants for refugee and host community businesses as post COVID-

19 recovery strategy. 

■ Internet connectivity to support tertiary education and online jobs amid the current 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

■ Private sector linkages for markets and agricultural farm inputs/implements and value 

chains.  

 

                                   

Working in partnership 
 

UNHCR continues to work closely with the Government of Kenya through the office of the 

Deputy County Commissioner (DCC), Turkana County Government, the Refugee Affairs 

Secretariat (RAS), and partners to ensure support to refugees and asylum seekers. 

Monthly Inter-Agency meetings chaired by UNHCR and RAS continue to be held virtually 

using Microsoft Teams platform. 

 

To implement different sectors, since beginning of the year UNHCR signed Partner Project 

Agreement (PPAs) with 18 implementing Partners, (8 NNGOs and 9 INGOs) as well as a 

Bipartite Agreement with RAS. In addition, another 14 operational partners also implement 

activities with their own financial resources to compliment UNHCR efforts in ensuring 

support to refugees and asylum seekers. 
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Financial Information 
Total recorded contributions for the Kenya Operation amounts to 87.06 million US 

dollars. 
UNHCR is grateful for the critical support provided by donors who have contributed to the 

Kenya operation as well as those who have contributed to UNHCR programmes with 

unearmarked and broadly earmarked funds. 

 

 

External / Donors Relations 
Special thanks to the major donors of softly earmarked funds in 2020 

 
Germany 68.4 million | United States of America 46.7 million | United Kingdom 24.8 
million | Denmark 14.6 million | Canada 10.2 million | Private donors Australia 9.5 
million | Private donors USA 8.2 million | Private donors Germany 6.1 million | Sweden 
5.9 million | Private donors Japan 4.4 million | Spain 3.4 million | Ireland 3.3 million | 
France 2.8 million | Norway 2.4 million | Private donors United Kingdom 2.3 million | 
Private donors Republic of Korea 2.1 million | Private donors Lebanon 2 million 
 
Holy See | Iceland | Japan | Jersey | Liechtenstein | Luxembourg | Morocco | Private 
donors 

 

Thanks to other donors of unrestricted and regional funds in 2020 
 

Sweden 76.4 million | Private donors Spain 59.9 million | Norway 41.4 million | 
Netherlands 36.1 million | Denmark 34.6 million | United Kingdom 31.7 million | Private 
donors Republic of Korea 30.6 million | Germany 25.9 million | Japan 23.8 million | 
Private donors Japan 21 million | Switzerland 16.4 million | Private donors Italy 14 
million | France 14 million | Private donors Sweden 11.7 million | Italy 10.6 million  

Australia | Austria | Azerbaijan | Belgium | Bulgaria | Costa Rica | Estonia | Finland | Holy 
See | Iceland | Indonesia | Ireland | Kuwait | Liechtenstein | Lithuania | Luxembourg | 
Malta | Monaco | Montenegro | Morocco | New Zealand | Peru | Philippines | Portugal | 
Qatar | Republic of Korea | Russian Federation | Saudi Arabia | Serbia | Singapore | 
Slovakia | South Africa | Sri Lanka | Thailand | Turkey | United Arab Emirates | Uruguay | 
Private donors 

Contacts: 
Ignazio Matteini, Head of Sub Office Kakuma, Kenya.   

Email: matteini@unhcr.org Tel: +41 227 397530 Ext. 2400 | Cell: +254 0740 049 487 

 

Otieno Samuel Odhiambo, PI/Communications Associate, Sub Office Kakuma, Kenya. 

Email: odhiambs@unhcr.org | Tel: +41 227 397530 Ext. 2120 | Cell: +254 0720 356 673 

 
 
Useful Links: 
UNHCR Global website | UNHCR Kenya website |  UNHCR regional portal  
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