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Rose Mapendo (standing) visits a clinic run by Mapendo International in Kenya.
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Pushing the Elephant
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Rose Mapendo, a former refugee and a human
rights activist. As a victim of violence in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), Rose
and her family went through a terrifying ordeal and
flight before being offered a new home in the
United States, where she has become an inspiring

advocate of peace and support for refugees.

Many people know about refugees from
what they have seen on television or
read in the newspaper. Because | have
lived through it, | want to help them to
see what refugees have gone through. |
also want to remind them that refugees
are just people like us. Because they are
in a refugee camp doesn't mean they
don't deserve happiness. We need to
give refugees reasons to hope.

Rose Mapendo

Find out more about Rose’s life in “Pushing the
Elephant” as part of the 3rd Refugee Film Festival
in Bangkok.
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Ms. Varaporn Charoendachathon, the best fundraiser
in the first quarter.
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Ms.Benjapa Sawetkulthorn accepts the award from UNHCR staff

News & Events
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At a recent gathering of fundraisers, UNHCR presented awards to

the best fundraisers in the first quarter of 2013. Their dedication
has helped change the lives of refugees in Thailand.

URGENT APPEAL
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Chrlstophe Glemsson Senior Heglonal Pr|vate Sector Fundraising Officer accepts
donation from Phra Suthithammanuwat
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Donations for Syria reached 157,404 Baht. While much welcome, it is not sufficient to provide relief for
the refugees. Please donate more to Bangkok Bank, Account Number 201-05559-9 Account
Name: UNHCR SPECIAL ACCOUNT. Thank You!

S
5B 8RN INg

v
TUNAINaY 3Jl‘i17]1‘1UWﬁﬂJJ'ﬂmWWﬁQﬂimﬂ‘ﬁ’Jﬂmﬁﬂ lauSnalkusiuiu 200,000

q. %0 a a o a aa o '
‘]J’W]]Wﬂuﬁll@ul@"ﬁgﬁa']ﬁ TﬂﬂWigqﬁﬁii‘Un{Jﬂﬁ(W]UU ﬁifyﬂiﬂ!) LWL, ﬂi.tﬂuﬁ'}llﬂuﬁQN@‘U

vy

! ' ' < Y o Y ' P
eamasgannlszaudsnnmamsa vy dameuuuugiuns

gt

ey e ’
oy ggaﬂﬂhmﬂglamluﬂﬁzmﬁlm

Graduate School of Mahachulalongkornrajavidyala University, represented by Phra

Suthithammanuwat, donated 200,000 Baht to UNHCR to support refugees affected

by the tragic fire in Ban Mae Surin camp of Mae Hong Son province on 22 March

and other refugees in Thailand.
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The UN refugee agency has advised governments worldwide against forcibly returning

people to the Central African Republic (CAR). This is in light of the current fluid and

dangerous situation in the country, including the wide prevalence of human rights

violations and the grave and deteriorating humanitarian situation.

© UNHCR/F ;Lejeune-Kaba

151 1nonesln
have fled from the Central African Republic mill in an area of Worobe camp
in northern Democratic Republic of the Congo.
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Coinciding with World Refugee Day which falls on 20th June, UNHCR is organizing the 3rd Refugee
Film Festival from 20-23 June 2013 at Paragon Cineplex in Bangkok. The Festival features
award-winning films and documentaries giving voice to seldom-heard refugee stories of hope,
despair and resilience. The selected films will provide a rare opportunity for the Thai public to share
the stories of refugees who are forced to flee their homes to escape persecution, wars, or conflict.
This year, the Festival showcases four documentaries and films about love, reunion, forgiveness
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Film

In a Better World

Pushing the Elephant

@3u Talk
Olo, the Boy from Tibet

War Witch

Olo, the Boy from Tibet

In a Better World
In a Better World

1eIu Talk

War Witch
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Pushing The Elephant

In a Better World
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Olo, the Boy from Tibet

War Witch
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Directed by Beth Davenport, Elizabeth Mandel
USA / Documentary

Pushing the Elephant tells the extraordinary story of
a mother and daughter reunited after a decade
separated by civil war. In the late 1990s, Rose
Mapendo lost everything to the violence that
engulfed the Democratic Republic of Congo. She
emerged from the suffering, advocating peace and
reconciliation. But after helping numerous victims to
rebuild their lives, there is one person Rose must
still teach to forgive - her daughter Nangabire.
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Directed by Susanne Bier
Denmark, Sweden / 2010 / 118min / Drama
* Contains violent scenes

Anton is a doctor who commutes between his home in
an idyllic town in Denmark and his work in an African
refugee camp. In these two very different worlds, he
and his family are faced with conflicts that lead them
to difficult choices between revenge and forgiveness.
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Directed by Hisaya Iwasa
Japan / Documentary

Olo was six when he fled from Tibet. His mother
gave him a push forward and said, "'study hard".
Living in Dharamsala, northern India, Olo asks
"why did my mother urge me to leave my
homeland?" The camera films him as he looks for
an answer by himself.
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Directed by Kim Nguyen
Canada /2012 / 87min / Drama
* Contains violent scenes

Komona, a 14-year-old girl, tells her unborn child the
story of how she became a child soldier and a rebel. It
began when she was 12, kidnapped by the rebel army
and forced to kill. Her only escape and friend is a
15-year- old boy who wants to marry her. Despite the
horrors and daily grind of war, they fall in love.
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IN 1 MINUTE A FAMILY CAN LOSE EVERYTH!NG.

Tu 1 109 gaaawanula IN T MINUTE YOU CAN HELP THEM.
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War and persecution have forced more than 45 million people to flee their homes.
You can give them help and hope.
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% Learn. Share. Donate The UN Refugee Agency

1FAMILY Www.unhcr.or.th 1 family torn apart by war is too many.



