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Happy Songkran from Thailand Representative

Dear UNHCR supporters,

| am pleased to greet you this month when there is special
occasion of the Thai New Year. As the new Representative of
UNHCR in Thailand, | deeply value your long-term commitment to
support us in changing the lives of refugees in Thailand. This year
will be another tough year for UNHCR. We face reduced budgets
amid an increasingly complex asylum environment.

Your donation is crucial to enable us to continue helping
refugees.

During the last three years, | worked in Sudan and South Sudan
in Africa, where refugees flee conflict to save their lives,
sometimes finding refuge in remote and inhospitable areas. The
newsletter in your hands presents stories from Kenya’s Kakuma
camp, which hosts refugees from countries such as South
Sudan, Somalia and Ethiopia. Their stories show you how
UNHCR helps refugees in other regions.

Thailand has shown its hospitality by hosting refugees until
durable solutions can be found. Thai people especially have
demonstrated their generosity towards refugees. | wish to
express my gratitude for your kind support and hope that you will
join us in standing by refugees until their problems can be
resolved.

On the special occasion of Songkran, | wish you and your family
happiness, success and a life filled with love and warmth.

Best Regards,

-

Mireille Girard
UNHCR Thailand Representative
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Children’s Day: Toy Donation for Refugee Children

During 5-13 January 2013 UNHCR and Mega Bangna organised a joint toy donation campaign
for Children’s Day. About 2,000 toys, stationery and sport items were collected and UNHCR's
partner COERR distributed them to refugee children in the camps.
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Refugee children in Tham Hin Camp with their new toys
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Fundraisers for UNHCR commit to work for refugees

95% of UNHCR’s annual budget relies on voluntary contributions. Thus, having a regular and
long-term donation is vital to UNHCR's operation to protect refugees. Fundraisers representing
UNHCR are working tirelessly to raise funds to help refugees rebuild their lives. Meet them in
public places and follow them on-line via UNHCR’s social media.
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Fundraisers for UNHCR are ready to work hard to help refugees.
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UNHCR discussed “Refugees and Displaced Persons” at AIDF

@ . a9y ' A
The Aid & International Development Forum (AIDF), the world’s leading forum for the humanitarian aid, relief WA UNHCR DHONWTaNmignuou

and development sectors, invited UNHCR to participate in the session, “Refugees and Displaced Persons”. Mr.Vargas from UNHCR on the panel with other organisations
Mr. Thomas Vargas, Senior Regional Protection Adviser was on the panel to discuss protection and durable
solutions for refugees and displaced persons.
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UNHCR on the ground to speak to Rohingya

UNHCR sent a team on the ground to talk to Rohingya men, women and children. This

) ) assessment will help provide a better understanding of their humanitarian and protection needs
L%Wﬁﬂiﬁ UNHCR gl a.a9van and facilitate the search for solutions.

UNHCR staff with women and children shelter in Songkhla.
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Story by Suchada Bhukittikul, PSFR Associate

Kakuma camp was established in 1992 following the civil wars in Sudan that led to the arrival of 16,000 Sudanese “Lost Boys™ and “Lost Girls”. Today, there are
over 111,000 refugees from more than 10 nationalities in the camp. Somali refugees are the largest group. Refugees face many challenges due to the harsh living
conditions in Kakuma camp. UNHCR works to protect refugees by supporting registration, nutrition, healthcare services, water and sanitation, shelter, education,
and livelihood programmes and by providing durable solutions through the repatriation and resettlement programme.
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A Lutheran World Federation (LWF) staff at the Reception Centre speaks with a new arrival who will receive food and non-food items and be transferred to a UNHCR temporary shelter.
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“When | met UNHCR, | am no longer a slave of persecution,” said a Somalia refugee.

© UNHCR / S.Bhukittikul
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A new arrival settles down and prepares food. Refugees receive UNHCR jerry cans with which they can carry water from the tap stands,

pumped from the nine boreholes built by UNHCR.
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v
ngaqﬁmimmﬂaﬂ (WFP) sauemaluauil Refugee children at the UNHCR-supported youth programmes for “Recreation and Sports”

Refugees receive food rations twice a month. UNHCR works in collaboration with the World Food Programme
(WFP) to provide food to refugees.
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Voices from the borders
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Refugees are my friends

Mr. Andrew Wekesa, a staff for Lutheran World Federation (LWF) at UNHCR’s Reception
Center, is a kind man who dedicates his life to helping refugees. He tells us about his job:
“To work with refugees or unaccompanied children, you have to be in their shoes. With
children, you have to be at their level”
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Mr. Andrew Wekesa, at his office with the new arrivals
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Where my help is beyond nutrition

Ms. Everlyne Owii, Nutrition Officer from the International Rescue Committee (IRC) at the hospital
supported by UNHCR. She says “Working with refugees is fun. My work is not only to improve the
anuerlnoiu 1o wwﬂaﬁuﬁgﬁaﬁiﬂwmma health of babies but also the lives of refugees who came here. They were forced to flee and they

Ms. Everlyne Owii talks to a refugee in the hospital trustyou because you are their last hope.
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Refugee teacher who never gives up on helping people

Mr. Addisu Aznato, a refugee from Ethiopia, has been in Kakuma Camp for 20 years since 1992. With a
master’s degree scholarship from Nairobi, he has become an English teacher and sought funding to initiate
English classes because he believes in improving the lives of refugees. “I wish to give education to those
people who faced the same situation as me,” he said. “My happiest moment is when | get an email or call
from my students who have been resettled, informing me how grateful they are for my English class.”
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Auueadg 01w lanuinEeuyouan
Mr. Addisu Aznato and his students
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Refugee kid and the fire accident in Ban Mae Surin camp, Mae Hong Son UNHCR provides immediate assistance to the victims from the fire accident
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UNHCR distributed plastic sheets, blankets, bed mats and other items to provide temporary emergency shelter for refugees affected by a fire

incident in Ban Mae Surin, Mae Hong Son province in March. Thanks to the long term donation from people in Thailand, UNHCR is able to
provide emergency relief quickly and effectively.
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Mr. Songsit Charuparn, a former Legal Officer reflected his work for

. 'y . 3 Y . refugees during the past 33 years with UNHCR. ““| decided to work for
tngesssy tilumshaunyaauldnalselonivua” refugees because it’s very fulfilling to help improve the lives of
disadvantaged people. By doing a good job, | can help UNHCR
accomplish its mission and also give Thailand due recognition for its
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“wui¥ernaeaiINIsIuYea UNHCR fio iswhaiiefiag 18 lifani humanitarian spirit," says Songsit. It has always been his hope that
s one day there will be no more work for him because there are no
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Jutifaiazindoaliluds refugees. “I believe that the work of UNHCR is to strive towards a
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uan iy Suniieyhidedilasiiludase fwnailudaiuiuaue future when we run out of work,” Songsit concludes.
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Mr.Jumbhot Chuasai, a former UNHCR staff, thanks refugees for giving him the values which he holds on to until today. “It lays the
foundation and gives me lots to think about. | find the experience fulfills my life to the fullest.” Khun Jumbhot is now Managing Director of
Leadership Management International (www.lmithai.com) and is part of several social committees.
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Refugees from Syria needs your help
Conflict in Syria forces 1 million people to flee mostly children and women who lost everything. These are the
things they can bring with them to another country.

UNHCR/B.Sokol
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Alia is 24 years old. Confined to the wheelchair and blind in both eyes,
Alia says the only important thing that she brought with her "is my soul,
nothing more — nothing material." When asked about her wheelchair, she
seems surprised, saying she considers it an extension of her body, not an
object.
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Eight-year-old May has had recurring nightmares since arriving in Iraq.
The most important thing she was able to bring with her when she left
home is the set of bracelets she wears in this photograph. "The bracelets
aren't my favourite things," she says, "My doll Nancy is." She adds that the
toy was left behind in the rush to leave.
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Salma, who is aged at least 90, wears an old ring that she was given by
her dying mother when she was just 10 years old. Salma says her mother
told her, “Keep this ring and remember me." She intends to wear the ring
to her grave. "It's not valuable — not silver or gold - just an old ring. But it's
all that | have left."
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A doctor, Waleed, is carrying his most valuable possession, a photograph
of his wife. Although they are together, he says, "This is important
because she gave me this photo back home before we were married,
during the time when we were dating. It always brings me great memories
and reminds me of my happiest time back home in Syria."
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United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)
P.O. Box 2-121, Rajdamnern Nok Avenue, Bangkok 10200
Donor Service Hotline: 02 665 2523 Fax: 02 661 7075
Email: thabaf2f@unhcr.org UNHCRThailand
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