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James Lynch, UNHCR Regional Representative and Regional
Co-ordinator for South East Asia, thanks the Thai people for
their unwavering support to refugees over the last four years
since UNHCR started raising funds in this country. Mr. Lynch
started his career with UNHCR in 1989 in Pak Chong District in
Nakorn Ratchisima Province, at a time when the agency was
helping one million refugees go home after the Indochinese
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Mr.James Lynch hands over one of the 435 Birth Certificates to Muslim internally displaced people

belonging to Maguindanaoan tribe in Mindanao, Philippines.
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crisis. Mr. Lynch went on to serve refugees and UNHCR in
South, Central and West Asia, as well as Africa and Europe.
Now, 23 years later, he is back in Thailand as Regional Repre-
sentative and Regional Co-ordinator for South East Asia, after
first serving as UNHCR Representative in Thailand. Decades
may have passed, but the courage of refugees is imprinted in
his head and his heart.
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UNHCR Supports Six Million Baht for Thai Language Lessons in Refugee Camps
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Mr. James Lynch, UNHCR Regional Representative signed an agreement with

Dr. Sasithara Pichaichannarong, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education to provide
6,000,000 Baht in funding support for the Office of Non-Formal and Informal Education
within the Thai Ministry of Education. The ministry will provide Thai language training in ﬂsaum“mamm”nnmaﬁﬂm%mi asuieduaiy

refugee camps in three provinces to help refugees communicate in daily life. mm%‘lumﬂwana
UNHCR and Ministry of Education join hands to promote education in
refugee camps.
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Fierce fighting between Malian government forces and Tuareg rebels has so far forced more than 80,000 Malians to flee across the
borders in the hope of finding safety in Niger, Burkina Faso and Mauritania. On average 2,000 new refugees arrive daily. Refugees are
facing life in makeshift shelters exposed to extreme heat by day and cold by night with a dire shortage of clean water. Some refugees
are suffering from malaria, diarrhea and contagious diseases in this hostile environment. UNHCR is already on the ground working with
the governments to help move refugees away from dangerous border areas as well as provides shelters, food and non-food items and
survival kits to refugees.
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Fire in Umpium Camp, Tak Province
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On 23 February 2012, a fire broke out in Umpium refugee camp, burning down or damaging over

810 shelters and affecting over 4,400 people living in the camp. Fortunately, no one was killed or injured.
UNHCR has been working closely with the local authorities and other organisations to provide relief
items to camp residents affected by the fire. So far, UNHCR has provided 1,050 plastic sheets to the
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affected camp residents and 1,080 sets of sanitary kits for girls and women. YOUIDTTOTUINVIOHUFNATAANLN
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UNHCR distributes plastic sheets to
assist camp residents affected by the fire.
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Refugees in Bangladesh
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Many of nearly 30,000 Muslims from Myanmar living in two camps near Cox’s Bazar in southeastern Bangladesh have been languishing
there since they fled their homeland, northern Rakhine State, in the early 1990s. Others were born in the camp and know no other life.
The UN refugee agency supports the government in providing the refugees in Nayapara and Kutupalong camps a place to live, food,
water, medical care, education and skills training to prepare them for whatever their future may hold. UNHCR has made tremendous
strides in improving conditions inside the camp in the last few years, and works with other humanitarian agencies who are helping the
estimated 200,000 undocumented Muslims from northern Rakhine State who live outside the official camps, while we seek a lasting
solution for all of them. We also have fund projects to help the Bangladeshi communities near the camps.
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Education brings smile to a little kid.

Refugee children are allowed to go to school only up to Grade Five in the camps, and
crave further education. UNHCR supports education through its implementing partner
Save the Children. This year, UNHCR aims to have refugee children permitted to take the
national Primary School test so they could be eligible for secondary education.
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The atmosphere inside the classroom.
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Thunaum oid shelter.

UNHCR started rebuilding refugee’s shelters in the camps six years ago and replaced all of them
by the end of 2011. The new homes are more spacious, allowing a certain degree of privacy,
particularly for girls and women. They also give better ventilation, which helps to improve
hygiene and health.
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A refugee family with their new shelter.

MIBUIHNIVITN Livelihood Training
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Krushida Begum proudly presents her certificate from the computer class.
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UNHCR gives refugees the skills they need -- sewing, computer literacy, kitchen gardening,
producing toothpowder, soap-making — to increase their self-reliance until the day their long-term
future becomes clearer.
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Mr. Kannavee Suebsang, Assistant Protection Officer of UNHCR.
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UNHCR Thailand officer serves {o protect Sudanese refugees

Mr. Kannavee Suebsang, Assistant Protection Officer with UNHCR Mae Hong Son, volunteered to work in one of the most dangerous areas in the world,
South Sudan. He went there as part of UNHCR's highly professional emergency team to protect lives of thousands of Sudanese refugees who fled their
homes because of land confiscation and conflict. He said he had always dreamed of working in a mission where the operation had to start from nothing.
Despite the hazards, South Sudan, the newest country on Earth, was the right place to fulfill that dream. Because of security reasons, he was only allowed
to stay two months, helping to move refugees away from risky borders to safer areas. Khun Kannavee would like to go back to South Sudan sometime to
help the refugees’ dreams come true - to go back to their own homes.
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Here are some voices from UNHCR supporiers on our online pages

* | will “Do 1 thing” for refugee because “l am 1 who cares”

@ MathPeterson

One child growing up in the ¢ * Hi UNHCRThailand! Thanks for the heads up! @ Le_HCR

ﬁuﬁﬁgﬂudauwﬁaﬁ"lé'ﬁﬁwm * It's good to connect with you on Twitter, and we look

ﬁ'lﬁ’uﬂﬂﬂ'lﬁﬁ‘?ﬁqmuuwu forward to your tweets. @ Refugee Action
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UNHCR fundraising team visits refugees
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Fundraisers representing UNHCR regularly visit refugees to get an
accurate picture of their lives and to better understand what they
really need. On your behalf, they send good will and hopes for a
better future. Meet our fundraisers in public places and follow them
on-line via UNHCR'’s website, Facebook and Twitter.

“We are better off than many people.

| want everyone to help. Only few hundred
Baht a month, we can help lots of people.”
Mr.Pornsit Chamikorn
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Fundraisers representing

UNHCR visited Tham Hin Camp,
Ratchaburi province in 2011

refugees, they are less fortunate than me.
| then realise | have to help if it's not too
much of a burden.” Ms. Nitaiporn Thepwong
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Many refugees in Thailand have very little choice but to spend decades in a camp. Your commitment to donate for five years or more
allows UNHCR to help them to start a new life in a safety and dignity.

UNHCR raises funds in Thailand through long-term credit card donations only. To become a UNHCR donor, please visit our booth at
department stores and other public places. i \'\ j !
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United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) \l
P.O. Box 2-121, Rajdamnern Nok Avenue, Bangkok 10200 y

Email: thabaf2f@unhcr.org www.unhcr.or.th
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