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A decade of crisis, a decade of opportunity
By High Commissioner Filippo Grandi
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In the course of the last ten years, UNHCR has become
in many respects a different organization, working in a
quite different world. It saw our needs-based budget
increase from $2.3 billion to $8.6 billion. UNHCR
received strong and steadfast support from its donors
throughout the decade, and accelerated efforts to
diversify its funding base in the spirit of responsibility-
sharing and ensuring a stable platform for its work.

Looking ahead to the decade to come, | believe that in the
Global Compact we have a powerful tool, born of a
narrative of possibility and charting a measurable, practical
way forward. The Global Refugee Forum marked a pivotal
moment. It was the largest-ever gathering on refugee
matters, building on many months of consultations and
bringing together over 3,000 participants from diverse
backgrounds. | hope that the Compact, and the Global
Refugee Forum, can provide a springboard for collective
action, inspiring and driving our work over the next decade
and beyond, and demonstrating in practical and concrete
ways why international cooperation remains essential in
addressing forced displacement and other shared global
challenges, and how it can be made to work.
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“A generation of Rohingya children are still without access to the education they deserve.

»

The Special Envoy talks to refugees in Chakmarkul camp, Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh.

© UNHCR/Santiago Escobar-Jaramillo

Focusing on education, the Special Envoy appealed strongly for access to formal

education for refugee children during her visit with the Prime Minister in Dhaka.
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By the end of 2019, 573,518 persons of concern were under the care of UNHCR
Thailand, including 93,333 Myanmar refugees in camps, 5,070 urban refugees
and asylum seekers, 474,888 stateless people and 227 others.

Generous donors like you from our UNHCR Family have helped to make a difference
to the lives of people forced to flee conflict or persecution. Thank you for your support.
By donating to UNHCR, you help to protect some of the world’s most vulnerable people.

v Y a o o o o )2 as, Vo bd’jn/
m@mﬁmmgﬂmmmgmﬂm Lﬂuﬂ’mﬂ@@qﬂﬂ&lLL@K@?’]\??@EIEIN&LVIHUEJ‘@JWEI
©UNHCR Thailand

Squnalvedanacnaludannasmadanlunisiniuian e
wauunaAn 2562 duiduiiadAyaesnimvniaaanlunis

o

NAMIAELRNI R NSENAN MU LN LAZIAN

&

\euiluanAN 2562 mmmﬂummmumnﬂummmwm wfmmm
mmnwumumlummmmmnmmnimuma farinlstannu
mJmfmmmmu,@vmnmrﬂummimmmmmm'smivmwﬂ@vmﬂ
fAnnsatiasnniy Lmm‘Lumummsﬂgummmmuumﬁmaimu
VL'ﬂuﬂ'l‘iﬂ‘iw‘HN‘iwﬂUT@ﬂﬂNLL‘a‘ﬂ’J’]WJEILi’ﬂ\mﬂﬂﬂ ™ UATIAUN

RAH

UNHCR welcomes the commitment and progress made by the Royal Thai Government
to end the detention of refugee and asylum seeker childrenin January 2019. Furthermore,
in December 2019, the Thai Cabinet approved the establishment of a screening
mechanism to identify people who need international protection from economic migrants.
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UNHCR is mandated to identify and protect stateless people as well as
preventing and reducing statelessness. With the support of ADRA,
UNHCR operates service points in Chiang Rai Province to provide
information and counselling services on citizenship applications.

In Thailand, 474,888 persons registered as stateless as of the end of
2019, representing the third-largest stateless population worldwide after
Coéte d’lvoire and Myanmar. As of the end of 2019, 10,481 persons
acquired Thai nationality.
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« In 2019, a total of 875 refugees were voluntarily repatriated to Myanmar,
led by the two governments with the support of UNHCR and our partners.

« For 96-year-old Dee Noe, 2019 was an unforgettable year. Great-grandparents
Dee Noe and Pree were looking forward to returning to their homeland after
three decades in Thailand. Although the family appreciate all the care Thailand
has given them, home is always home. So, when they heard that the situation in
their home region was improving, the family decided to return.
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« UNHCR continues to monitor cases of Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV).
In 2019, 17,641 individuals received training to improve SGBV prevention and response.
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. 2,678 refugee children were registered and provided with birth certificates.

« Your continuous support has enabled UNHCR to launch the Youth Initiative Fund
for young refugees living in border camps. The aim of the Fund is to support the
development of skills and creativity among refugee youth, including the provision
of musical instruments and sports equipment.
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« 354 persons of concern with disabilities received services in accordance with
their specific needs.
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Throughout 2019, we were fortunate to have
generous donors like you by our side. In
supporting UNHCR, you have helped to make a
difference in the lives of people forced to flee
conflict or persecution. We are grateful for all
you do to help refugees 365 days a year.
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In 2019, donors from Thailand helped to raise funds through several campaigns and activities including the
Cyclone Idai emergency, conflict in north-east Syria, Ramadan, the Venezuelan situation and the global refugee
issue. We look back at some of the biggest moments and crises of 2019 and how we responded, together.
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Your kindness and

enduring support never
cease to amaze us
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