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1 All data are based on Official MoI figures shared with UNHCR. All figures are provisional and subject to change. 

 

ITALY Sea arrivals dashboard 

 Overview 
Between 1 January and 30 September 2020, 23,726 refugees and migrants arrived 
in Italy by sea. This represents an increase compared to the same period last year, 
when 7,633 sea arrivals were recorded at landing points in southern Italy. However, 
sea arrivals numbers in 2020 so far are comparable to or lower than in similar 
periods in recent years (e.g. 21,024 sea arrivals in January-September 2018; 
105,418 sea arrivals in January-September 2017). In September 2020, 4,387 
refugees and migrants reached Italian shores, down from 5,326 who disembarked 
in Italy in August 2020. Notably, over half of September 2020 sea arrivals (2,270 
persons) disembarked in Lampedusa.  
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Nationality of arrivals 
Between 1 January and 30 September 2020, 42% of refugees and migrants reaching Italian shores originated from Tunisia, followed 
by Bangladesh (13%), Algeria (5%), Côte d'Ivoire (4%), Pakistan (4%), Sudan (3%), Morocco (3%), Somalia (3%), and Egypt (2%). Tunisians 
represented the vast majority of September 2020 sea arrivals: out of 4,387 monthly arrivals, 1,923, that is 44%, were Tunisians. While 
the overall numbers of Tunisian sea arrivals remain significant, this represents a downward trend compared to previous months (4,292 
and 2,157 Tunisians were recorded at landing points in July and August 2020, respectively). The numbers of Bangladeshi nationals 
reaching shore in Italy have also significantly decreased this month, with 83 disembarking in locations in southern Italy, co mpared to 
782 in August 2020, and 1,043 in July 2020.  

 
Most common nationalities of arrivals - January 2019 to September 2020 
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Tunisia 31 21 85 116 94 249 270 460 850 381 89 8 68 26 60 37 498 823 4292 2157 1923

Bangladesh 57 0 0 0 88 45 0 41 28 136 163 44 137 303 15 39 480 293 1043 782 83

Algeria 0 39 39 17 106 70 68 195 237 173 39 26 249 59 4 7 53 99 196 193 265

Côte d'Ivoire 1 0 5 18 42 193 162 97 346 156 100 19 193 90 27 158 288 35 67 106 67

Pakistan 2 0 0 55 175 194 194 185 117 220 38 0 14 10 4 0 8 74 339 314 248
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ITALY Sea arrivals dashboard – September 2020 
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* Accompanied children 

 

Country of embarkation  
In the first nine months of 2020, 45% of sea arrivals in Italy (10,770 
persons) departed from Tunisia, followed by 39% (9,283 persons) 
departing from Libya, 9% (2,071 persons) departing from Turkey, 4% 
(1,063 persons) departing from Algeria, 2% (463 persons) departing 
from Greece, and less than 1% (76 persons) departing from Albania.  

In September 2020, 2,013 persons departed from Tunisia, 
representing 46% of monthly sea arrivals. Persons departing from 
Tunisia in September 2020 most commonly embarked in Sfax, Zarzis, 
and Mahdia. The vast majority of persons embarking in Tunisia were 
Tunisian nationals. A further 33% of monthly sea arrivals (1,452 
persons) departed from Libya, where common embarkation sites were 
Zawiya and Zuwarah.  

In September 2020, another 12% of sea arrivals departed from 
Turkey, while 6% and 3% embarked in Algeria, and Greece, 
respectively.  
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Demographics of arrivals  
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Between 1 January and 30 September 2020, most sea arrivals  
were adult men (77%), followed by unaccompanied and 
separated children (13%), adult women (6%) and 
accompanied children (4%). In the first nine months of 2020, 
1,342 adult women reached Italian shores, the vast majority 
of whom originated from Côte d'Ivoire (389). In September 
2020, 195 women arrived by sea: 60 of them were Tunisian 
nationals. In 2020 so far, 3,125 unaccompanied and 
separated children arrived in Italy by sea, the most common 
nationality being Tunisia (1,093), followed by Bangladesh 
(778), Pakistan (190), Somalia (188), and Guinea (164). In 
September 2020, out of 468 unaccompanied and separated 
children reaching Italy by sea, 276 originated from Tunisia 
and 66 from Pakistan. 
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Men 18,3048,2172,3921,0714067837095322885133,393

Women 1,3422661243896253860515

Acc. child.* 9553084810232819362436

UASC 3,1251,09377822134190801518872553

Total 23,7269,8843,1751,1251,0311,0117996195985874,897

Nationality and demographics of arrivals – January to September 2020

http://data.unhcr.org/mediterranean/regional.php

