L‘“?«

WUNHCR

The UN Refugee Agency
O MM 09348 Bt o W A g0

Q&A on Birth Registration for Syrians

15 July 2015 - updated

Disclaimers and Definitions:

- This Q&A is for outreach/front line workers as a reference to address questions from
refugees.

- This Q&A should not be handed out to refugees.

- This Q&A is also to be used for all available humanitarian hotlines in Lebanon.

Registration of new born babies with UNHCR:

1. Can | add my child to the UNHCR registration certificate (UN Paper)?

Yes, you should obtain an appointment from the UNHCR Registration Centre in your area. On the
day of the appointment you and/or your spouse should come to the UNHCR Registration Centre
with the new-born child and present the Lebanese birth notification obtained by an authorized
doctor or midwife where the mother gave birth.

However, please note that UNHCR can only register the child if all three of the following
requirements are met:

=  The baby is born in Lebanon
=  Atleast one parent is already registered with UNHCR
=  You have the Lebanese birth notification and/or the birth certificate

A staff member of the Ministry of Social Affairs will be present in the Registration Centre to
receive you and your new born child, review your documents first and then refer you to UNHCR to
add the baby on your UNHCR registration certificate.

If you do not fulfil all three requirements mentioned above, the registration may not be possible.
Registering your child with your UNHCR is free of charge.

2. If I registered my child with UNHCR, do | still need to go through the birth

registration procedure with the government authorities?
Yes. Registration with UNHCR does not substitute registration with the civil authorities.

Birth registration procedure
3. What are the procedures to register the birth of my child with the

government authorities in Lebanon?
There are in total 5 steps to be followed to register the birth of a Syrian child born in Lebanon:
= Step 1: Obtain the Lebanese birth notification from an authorized doctor or midwife
= Step 2: Get the birth certificate endorsed by a Mukhtar located in the region where the
birth occurred
=  Step 3: Register the birth certificate at the Noufous (District level “Caza”)
= Step 4: Register the birth certificate at the Foreign Registry of the Personal Status
Department (Governorate level)
= Step 5 Register/stamp the birth certificate at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs




S

MWUNHCR

The UN Refugee Agency
O MM 09348 Bt o W A g0

= Step 6: Register/stamp the birth certificate at the Syrian Embassy in Lebanon

The first 3 steps must be completed within one year of the birth. If the parents of the child were
unable to complete the procedure until step 3 (Noufous) within one year of time, a court
procedure is required to complete the birth registration. The legal procedure is complex, time
consuming and expensive.

The remaining steps, 4, 5, 6 can be completed after one year from the birth of the child. To
finalize step 4, you need to have a valid legal status. UNHCR legal partners can support you with
legal assistance (see list at the end of this document).

4. What documents do | need to present to register the birth of my child

with the government authorities in Lebanon?

The needed documents are:
= Birth Notification signed/certified from an authorized doctor or midwife
= Birth Certificate provided and signed by the local Mukhtar where the birth occurred.
= |dentification documents (only one of the below is necessary):
o Valid passport + registered marriage certificate; OR
o Family extract (not more than 3 months old) registered/stamped at the Lebanese
and Syrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the Syrian embassy + IDs or passport;
OR
o Family booklet + IDs or passport.

The mentioned documents are sufficient to register the birth until step 3 (Noufous level) and to
interrupt the one year period.

If you are asked to produce a document not in the above list please contact a legal organization
(see list at the end of this document).

5. What are the costs of the birth registration procedure with the
government authorities in Lebanon?
The costs are as follows:
=  Birth Notification: No cost, it is given free of charge by the hospital or authorized midwife.
= Birth Certificate: Between LBP 10,000 and 30,000 depending on the Mukhtar.
= At the Noufous and Foreign Registry: LBP 5,000 fee + LBP 3,000 for stamps (a stamp on
every document presented)
=  Ministry of Foreign Affairs: LBP 2,000

6. | cannot afford the costs related to the procedures and/or transport. Can |
be assisted?

UNHCR and partners are generally unable to support you with the costs related to the procedure
and/or transport. However, some organisations may be able to assist you with the procedure or
some parts of it (see list at the end of this document).

7. Which Mukhtar do | need to approach: the Mukhtar in the area where |
live or in the area where the baby was born?
Please approach the Mukhtar of the area where the baby was born. If you bring a birth certificate

from a Mukhtar located in a different area, you may face difficulties in the next step of the birth
registration procedure.
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8. If my child was not born in a hospital, how can | get a birth notification?

If the birth is conducted by an authorized doctor or midwife, he/she will give you a birth notification
even if the birth did not occur in a hospital. If the person who assisted with the birth delivery is not
able to do so, he/she should accompany the parent to the Mukhtar along with two withesses -
present during the delivery- to obtain a birth certificate.

Please contact a legal partner who can provide you with more information pertaining to your
situation and possible legal assistance (see list at the end of this document).

9. Is there an organization that takes care of the entire procedure on my
behalf?

Several legal partners provide information and legal counseling but unfortunately no organization
can undertake the registration process on your behalf.

10. What are the consequences of not registering my child with the
government authorities in Lebanon?
= The child will face high risk that he/she will not be recognized as a Syrian national and will
not be able to obtain Syrian identity documents.
= You will not be able to prove that you are the parents of the child.
= According to Lebanese law, the General Security Office (GSO) will not allow parents to
cross the border to Syria with the child, if the child has no birth certificate obtained in
Lebanon.
= |f you didn’t register your child within one year of its birth up to the Noufous level, a court
procedure will be required to complete the birth registration procedure.

11. When should | start the procedure? Do | have a deadline?

You can start the procedure of registering your child’s birth with the government authorities the
same day the baby is born. You have one year from the date of birth to register your child.
However, it is better you start the procedure as early as possible.

Registration in Syria

12. Can | register the birth of my child born in Lebanon directly in Syria as
he/she was born in Syria?

No, please note that registering your child born in Lebanon directly in Syria without going through
the registration process in Lebanon is in contradiction to the law and could be considered as an

act of fraud. UNHCR strongly advise to follow the birth registration procedures pursuant to the
laws of the country where your child was born.

Syrian Embassy

13. How can | register my child back in Syria? Can | do it at the Syrian
Embassy in Lebanon?

To be able to register your child (if born in Lebanon) back in Syria, you should first register
her/his birth in Lebanon. For advice on how to finalize the birth registration process with the

Syrian authorities in Lebanon please contact UNHCR or legal partners (see list at the end of this
document).
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14. How can my child be added to the family booklet? Do | have to go to

the Syrian Embassy in Lebanon?

Yes, you have to go through the Syrian Embassy. After finalising the birth registration in Lebanon
you will be able to use this birth certificate to add your child to the family booklet in Syria. For
advice on how to finalize the birth registration process please contact UNHCR or legal partners
(see list at the end of this document).

After 1 year from the birth of the child
15. What can | do if my child is above one year and has yet to be

registered?

After one year from the date of birth, the only option to register your child with the government
authorities is to file a court procedure. The court procedures are time consuming (around one
year) and complex and you will need the assistance of a Lebanese lawyer.

Additionally, the court procedures are expensive and can cost around 1 million LBP (including
DNA tests if requested) excluding the lawyer fees. Please contact a legal partner who can
support you with legal assistance (see list at the end of this document).

16. Is there any organization covering the court and lawyers’ fees?
UNHCR legal partners provide legal assistance with the registration of birth beyond the one year
time limit and cover the fees (see list at the end of this document).

17. What will happen if the parents did not register the child with the
government authorities before the one year limit but the father has passed

away or the couple separated/divorced?

The mother or legal custodian can continue with the birth registration procedure. If you face any
difficulties, please contact a legal partner who can provide you with more information pertaining to
your situation and possible legal assistance.

18. Can | register my child with UNHCR if born in Syria?
No, at the moment only children born in Lebanon can be registered with UNHCR.



AN

£
N

v

MWUNHCR

The UN Refugee Agency
O MM 09348 Bt o W A g0

O sl Y ) i J g 4 sl 5 AL

2015 5515

: Aol
uyaﬁ\ﬂ-u.u\ubLhﬁ@ﬂ@%«?@h?\kﬂ\d@j&ﬁﬂ\uijﬂu&3.3.\.1:‘93\ oMA-

Ol e 4saly ALAY) oda a s Y-

Ol B AL o ghadd) avan JB (e Ay gl g AL oda andicii

tada giall o aaal) Cpaglgall Jawd

9(aaY) 43 9) Apua giall e B jaliall Juaudl) Balgd o ik L) Ay Ja 1
Chle g e sall doadll a gl 4 clithie & 4 sdall (il Jeadill 3S 5o e 20 50 o Jpanll cdlle ax
b o Boalall Al 5aY gl Baled maity aaall Saglge ae il Se N anill dlingy o [ el
Y50 lSa (e A g8 ALE ) a5
A A3 il ¢ g8 Jas e Jalal) Juaesd sl da siall o alall 240 o

Ol 8 Al 8 Jall) oS ol e

dan i) (s Maie JBY) e cpall gl aad G ol @

83Y 5 A&y i/ 5 Aulul ¥y saled il (S ol o

oSilla) 5 aS3latiie Aral e 2806l sa e ASILELY il S je (B Ao laia ) (553 30 )5 (e b o 2a g
s il e 5yt 5 oSy Aualal) Jymail 5l e 2S5 5) 50 Ailin) Jaf (30 Faum siall Y

Sllil s (e S () 38 o3le | 5 (Sl AEDEN clillaiall i g3l o
(e s A siall gal dllih s )

404 gSal) cillalidd) aa 329 g i 41 £} Ao JI5 Y JA cduagiall g Al Sl cudd Ja B 2
Agaall cllalid) o) deal) e B2y G A giall (8 il () a2

3V o) Joasd A1

SO A dagSal) cillalid) gl ik 3aY g Jaawdil e L) caal ol W) A La 3
i (8 Al (5 s il Joa] Lee bl o Gl 5had 5 (e e sanse cllia
A A ALY ) pad e e (g Jakall Alid 32Y 5 Baled Ao sandl 1 Y 5 sladl)
32V gl i Cua Adlatall jilaa asl e 5 jalaa 8aY g A& e J geanll 1Al 3 ghadll
(b)) (s sinn o) (ol B 00 8 52N ol A8 5 Joans 1 ;43NN 5 5Lad))
Lad a3l J) a5 polal i) calaY) cile @y 5 50 sl saY §ll A8y Jad o



<&

=

AN

4

M

S

R

UNHCR

The UN Refugee Agency

O MM 09348 Bt o W A g0

(Al (s sine e )
Zam Sl (55l 5135 (sl 82Y 5l A i /s rimd I 5 5hasl)
u@@@)ﬂ‘b)@\&ﬂﬁd‘f}“@#}»/‘m A LML;J\”L;J )

A alai) e agdsall dal oSty Al Jla 8 52V 5l Gy (e aad 5 A DA V) COB @l shaall ol cany
Of Lo ¥ gl Qi JLaSinY ALl (5 500 anas 1) il caal g ale JOIA (L still) A3 3 shadll ¥ goa g
Laaldll dagl ) ) Al ol ghaall JleSin) (Say gl e SN T g AASH Alle cabne Culel a Yl o34
S Lol (b Aalla Aald) el 06 O g a1 3 5haall Gl Jikall 835 e ale e ey (bl

(oLl AELY1 AE e g DY) eliSay ) @l A Al ac Lusall apai (pa gilal) Dy il ¢Sy

45U clalid) ool s 3N g ol Lgapdli o caay Al il A e 4
(o 4 sthaall il
A Il ALY o el pe cuda (8 e ABaiad fAad ge BN g BAgE  w
3aY o)) i Cua Adhaidl jlUiAe JB (e AaBge 95 p0la S g ARGy m

:(dath oLl 5y sSAl) (31 55V (gan) anai Cany ) Aipd 31l
S Alaasa zl 554805 + wlia siv Sl e
Gl e IS A asita fdae (UeS1 3 00w Y Lo dia pla) Jlile 38 o
St Sl sl A 4 sl 5l 5 A gl s Aplull) A Al 554
Dhe e sl dse +Alle yiy e

L) 3aa Jads anal g (U siill) &GN 3 saall Y gen g 0¥ 5l Jonasil 481K 5 ) S0l latinal )

A 8 Aadaiay Jlai¥) ela ) eodled Aaidl 4 5 Sl Colaiioall Cpaia dthse sl dlie cdb Jla 8
=5 : &0 S G R Jlua) &
(il Algs 8 clabiiall 2a3Y e g LY eliay)

AL cllabid) Al B4V gl Jaawdi A AR A L 5
Z@y‘ Jal Je P @ o)
A A ALY ) el 8 e Sl IS5 e AAK Y Y Nl 3dles e
Jlise JSI a5 dxilid 5500 30 000 1) 10 000 (o e 33Y Sl 485 o
b ) @lsh Jy 4alid 5,4 3 000 + A4lSS 35l 550 5 000 (lall Gle @5 5 pusiill 35502 g2 e
(e atise S e
Al 5, 2 000 A Al (5l 5155 e

SBacluall AN o oSay Ja ,clal gall gl /9 AtV e A jial) 4B el ety (w6
YISl sall /5 A e A i) RN ads L clidclis bogae o saakaion Y el 58 5 daca gl )
U b clabidl Ay e ¢ Y cliSa) e o) a1 Gy ol V) 8 cliselie (o (S8 38 Ciladaiall Gan
(Al

Y o) Lgd caati Al Allaial) jlida gf adi Cua ddhaial) Uik rda gl o oy JURa o ) L7
Aal g 38 (g Al dihie (g Ui (e 52V 5 ARE s o juanl 13 Jakall L Al A dalaiall lide ) 4a sl el )
Y 1 Qo 401 (e 300 Al ) b il graa



<&

=

AN

4

W

S

R

UNHCR

The UN Refugee Agency

O MM 09348 Bt o W A g0

B g Bl o Jgmaal) AiSay S ¢ Addn 8 Mg 3 Jikl) oSG al Ja B8
S a3V g Bl clillac Ly iy a i oAy 38 ALE o s (il il e 38 50Y ) iK1
(W) 43Say celld e | 008 50Y Il JDA elaclus 3 Gaddll () Al 1Y) | idive Jals 52Y gl a5 o
3V 5 Aad 5 o Jsanll 5aY ol DA (g yuala UIS S8 -0 ol ae Slisall ) JaY) 488 s
o) ) diSae 4 58 Baclise 5 aSaiia o) AaiDle il slae aaafi () gradaiony () (i S 1S L8 aaly Jlail) ola )
(i) Al 8 Jlary) Aals e

e Al ALals V) alalf LgiSay dakiia Slia Ja .9
Alany Ll LS daliie (o Lo iU (K1 5 4 gl ol liing 5 e glea () ety G S8l £US L8 e 2l
e b Jaaodl)

il 3 A gl cilhalud) gl ik Gt ate Gl ge .10

Slo dsanll gl o Ul 5 (5o Glalge i) e Jihall il e Yl Y o S Jlaia) s o
A Adish 3

ikl Jal oS i) e ) sSaE ) @

OSs al Jla (b Jiall e Ly g ) gl gamy cpall sl U aladl ) e o ¢ ALl 05380 Ty o
Ol (83 ala 32Y 5 488y Jakall il

DY) llians a5 (g 2al g ple IR Gl 300 Als je () Y geas Jibll Jia il ghad il 0 @
Y sl o JLeSiny 4l Cile) ya)

3a0a dyia ) Alga dllia Ja SN sl o ol e .11
O Baal s A el Jaball 4 a5y (o) o gall (i A e sSal) bl we cllila 52Y 5 s A1 8 el Gl
San g g gl ALV il o D) (e @l aa g @l Jomat) 53Y ) 5 )

Lgm (8 Jaaadl)

Ty gmi b 25l ga OIS 9 LaS Ly g (8 8 s (L (B 2 gl gall (Al Jaad () (AiSay J .12
00 8 Jeadl) Aot 35l (5 Uy (b e IS0 il 8 350 sall llil Jaas (f oLl 341 el Y
Al ALyl g8 168y Y g Jma Al plaly 3y it Guca el o) sl Jae iy 5 5 (560 Callse
(il 48 al

L) gud) 5 i)

04 geal) B haad) (b Al (AiSay b Sl (B Alb ol i .13
e Jpmmall il 3 G 5 s o Yl bl U b (01 b 2y 5 (1S 13]) il s (e (S
AL Aim il Jo¥l a3 sl L e 339 ) it A L) A4S (e 55554
(S s 8 Tt 2l e ] )



<&

=

AN

£
R

W

S

UNHCR

The UN Refugee Agency

O MM 09348 Bt o W A g0

040 ) guad) Bl) A GlAdY Ao Ja fAlilad) by ) Adh Ciual S 14
BV 5l A8y aladiiul eliSey il & 5oV Sl i (e elgBY) amy Ay puadl 5l pue @llly o of Glle caxs
ULl e 32Y 5l Jannsd el ya) alail 488 (e 3 pdall o Jgmnll | L) g 3 Al jias ) ellibs dilzay
(el Al (B Juai) Aals e adla) ) i 18 61S 530 5 A sially JLaiV) (o Gl (B 4 ) sl

Jikal) BN 5 (o A 940 21y

by day o8 alg Aal) jae ol B D (S () Jadl o Ao liuly 13l 15
&ﬁﬁﬁﬁwﬁ@w\ﬁw‘@&dﬁuﬂ%ﬂ\Jw\M ‘BJY‘A\@JG(JAEJA‘}B\LJJ_BJAM-)
(il plae J e Baebue LT g 3a8aa (o 5 (plad) le e ) S gha U8 5 dilaill (g geall s Ailiad
Gl 8 Lay) Al 5 ¢ sald) o)l Le S (0 Sy a4 Alle dSaall il ya) (8 celly ) ddlayl
Juai¥) oa o AGKH 038 (peim JA5 Y elaall DS G Ll (alla 1) (55510l (cmanl) andl 53l o gas
Juaiy) Aali e o) ) Ay il saclusal) e Jganll s cila sheal) (e 3 3all e J seanll (i 536l 1S 50
(Rl Ales S

S ralaal) g daSaal) o gy (i dabiia ) 2299 2 116

d@aé&ﬁd\;@’éd&}“Mu@@é}@yhﬂﬁmhﬁ\ﬁm?@&@}ﬂu&y&h S o)
(sl Al (3 Juad¥) s e adle] ) AAISH Akt agiSay LS 5n)5)) A

) g pg 0 S AUl cilhaladd) g Jikal) BaYy vy 1 5ald 2B JAY) 153955 ol O itag 13a 17
$ladly) o @Ually JAY) alé o Jial) Al B B
S il aaly Jlat¥l s il graa (gl Cagal 513 33 1) Josasi 401 dalite 5 88 a5l S DU Sy
Aldiang 43 908 sac e e g Sl o ddlaiall Cila slrall (o 2 3l e J guanll i gilal)

T sgm (B 251 5a OIS () dpuda ghall pa (Alh ol O (isas 2,18
b 8 ) sal g cpdll JalaY) Jadd Qi A giall Sy sl gl 8 oY



LL‘<¢ N

WUNHCR

The UN Refugee Agency
Cadion AN (399l Bl | o | daids g0

For any specific question, please refer the Syrian refugee to UNHCR or any organization providing
legal counselling to refugees in Lebanon, listed below:

NAME LOCATION Hotline

Caritas Beirut — Mount Lebanon - Sin El Fil (legal counseling)
Lebanon Charles Helou Blvd - Takla Centre - P.O. Box
Migrants 40061

Centre Hotline: 03-310471

(cLmc) - Leilaki St. facing the Lebanese

University- Al Rawda Nursery- 1st
floor
Hotline: 70-157789
- Bourj Hammoud
Community Centre
Tel. 01-254103
- Dekwaneh
Next to Charcutier Aoun
Tel. 01-681942
- Rmeileh
Community Centre
Tel. 70-251290 / 01-990496

South Ghazieh, Saida
facing Hassanein Company
Tel.: 07-739607

North Koura Community Centre
Tel. 06-415086
Tripoli: Tel.: 06-412995/ 70-174934

Bekaa Baalbeck: Hotline70-828849
Taalabeya: Hotline: 03-537371
Fekha: Hotline: 79-115334/ 08-805123

International | Beirut, Mt Lebanon LB-Mtlebanoninfo@Rescue.org
Rescue Beirut: Tel. 76-020061
Committee
(IRC)
Tyre, South LB-SouthInformation@Rescue.org
Tel. 76-888620
International | Tripoli Tel. 06-411300/304/305 Ext:131
Relief &
Development
(IRD) Halba Tel. 76-591029
Norwegian Beirut and Mount Lebanon Tel. 76-666950
Refugee
Council
(NRC)
Northern Bekaa Aarsal :Tel. 76-171402

Baalbeck: Tel. 76-897789
North Bekaa Tel. 76-000613
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Central Bekaa

Saadnayel :Tel. 78-801201
Central Bekaa: 76-000614

West Bekaa West Bekaa: Tel 76-898121

North Wadi Khaled (Akkar): Tel. 78-801313
El Minieh: Tel. 76-700525

South Sour: Tel. 70-951978

Nabatieh: Tel.70-888265
Bent Jbeil: Tel. 78-885883

UNHCR

Beirut and Mt Lebanon

UNHCR hotline 71910349 (Mon-Fri 8:00-16:00)

Bekaa, Zahle

UNHCR Zahle hotline
Tel. 76-611811 (Mon-Fri 8:00-18:00)

North Lebanon/ Akkar, Tripoli

UNHCR Tripoli, next to Rachid Karame
Exhibition Centre (no hotline)

UNHCR Akkar hotline: Tel. 76-421605 (Tuesday
and Friday 12:30-15:30)

South Lebanon

UNHCR South Lebanon hotline: 76500370
(Mon-Fri 8:30-16:00)




