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UNHCR

The UN Refugee Agency

Update #20

- Stopping the virus and offering protection is not — and
must not be — a zero-sum equation. Both are possible,
and lives can be saved. We cannot allow xenophobic
reactions, only meant to draw facile consensus and
electoral votes, to shape responses to challenges that
are complex, but manageable. »

Filippo Grandi

UN High Commissioner for Refugees

You can read this Press Release HERE.

— Situational Highlights

According to WHO, the United
States, Brazil, Argentina, Colombia
and Mexico are still seeing the
highest weekly number of new
coronavirus cases in the Americas.
Argentina, Bahamas, Costa Rica
and Saint Martin have the highest
numbers of new cases-per-million
inhabitants, with all reporting more
than 1,600 cases-per-million over
the past weeks. Argentina has Latin
America’s highest number of new
cases-per-million, with over 2,000
new cases-per-million inhabitants.

the resumption of activities, as well
as the lifting of border restrictions
throughout the region. Both
Paraguay or Peru have recently
lifted border restrictions, and Costa
Rica is expected to do so shortly.
Other countries in the regions are
taking a different track, such as the
US, which restricted all not-
essential travel across its borders
for an additional month.

As the situation evolves, measures
that had suspended migratory

refugees and migrants, suspended
back in March, will resume on 3
November. In Peru, a series of
measures have been put in place
to swiftly regularize the immigration
status of foreign citizens who
entered the country irregularly or
overstayed their visas. The
measures require those aiming to
regularize their status to have a
valid travel document and clean
criminal records.

procedures amid the pandemic are
being adapted to the current
context. Brazil announced that
documentation deadlines for

Although the region continues to
struggle to contain the virus, dire
economic pressures are leading to

— Challenges

As mobility restrictions are progressively lifted in certain countries, UNHCR is seeing increased movements within Venezuela, as well
as rising numbers of Venezuelans in Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, Brazil and Bolivia. (Additionally, the Caribbean has seen a rise in the
arrivals of boats carrying Venezuelan refugees and migrants.) At the same time, Venezuelans are continuing to return home from
abroad, with some 116,000 individuals having crossed back to Venezuela from or through Colombia since mid-March, according to
Colombian migration authorities.

Food and drug shortages and insecurity appear to be among the main factors pushing Venezuelans to decamp, a quick survey
conducted by UNHCR along the Colombian border suggested. Half of those surveyed said they intended to stay irregularly in
Colombia, while the others said they were planning to travel on to other countries throughout the region.

Given that most borders remain closed, refugees and migrants are facing heightened protection risks as they resort to using informal
border crossings — areas which are often controlled by trafficking networks, smugglers and irregular armed groups. UNHCR is
ratcheting up its presence in border regions in order to monitor the situation and deliver lifesaving assistance to those in need.

Despite the fact that restrictions remain in place across Central America, groups of people are on the move throughout the region,
often attempting to slip across borders at informal crossings. Some groups have found themselves stranded in Colombia, Panama,
Costa Rica and Honduras.

UNHCR’s response in the Americas

Despite the pandemic-related restrictions, UNHCR is working to provide emergency assistance, including safe
shelter spaces and cash-based assistance, as well as to advocate for the inclusion of refugees in national
public health responses, social safety nets and emergency assistance plans. Urgent action is required to help
the most vulnerable refugees and IDPs, particularly those in countries where they are unable to access
state-run social protection schemes. With the coronavirus crisis exacerbating already dire humanitarian needs
globally, timely and flexible support from governments, the private sector and individuals remains critical.

Click HERE to see an update on UNHCR’s COVID-19 emergency response in the Americas since March, 2020.


https://www.unhcr.org/news/latest/2020/10/5f7b12484/maintain-aid-levels-save-lives-protect-vulnerable-un-refugee-chief.html
https://reporting.unhcr.org/sites/default/files/UNHCR_COVID_Americas_June%20200720.pdf
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UPDATES FROM COUNTRIES
(Please note that the list is not exhaustive and mostly reflects the reporting period.)

I Argentina: In coordination with the Ministry of Social Development, UNHCR is implementing Potenciar, an initiative aimed at providing refugees
& and migrants with economic opportunities amid the ongoing economic crisis, sparked by the pandemic. This pilot project provides small-scale
L entrepreneurs with technical assistance, learning opportunities and social support to start new businesses or expand existing ones. As part of
the process, 90 individuals will receive grants to help launch their startups.

Brazil: Working hand in hand with the Brazilian government’s Operation Welcome, UNHCR secured spots in shelters for 42 refugees and
- migrants who had been living on the streets of the northern city of Boa Vista. UNHCR also helped relocate 180 refugees and migrants from Boa
Vista and the Amazonian city of Manaus to shelters in the southeastern cities of Rio de Janeiro, Curitiba and Porto Alegre.
Colombia: UNHCR donated 40 Refugee Housing Units, or RHUs, and 13 family tents to several municipalities in the southern Narifio department
- to help beef up the area’s health care capacity. The RHU installed at the Orientation and Assistance Point in Catambuco, near the department
capital of Pasto, increased the size of facilities used to provide support to the so-called “caminantes” — VVenezuelans travelling through the region,
en route to neighbouring Ecuador and beyond.

students throughout Mexico. These new grants will bring to 136 the number of scholarships that UNHCR has awarded in Mexico this year to date.

I@I Mexico: Under a UNHCR initiative aimed at supporting access to higher education, 21 grants will be awarded to refugee and asylum-seeker

North of Central America: In El Salvador, UNHCR and the Ministry of Culture wrapped up the distribuition of 1,030 biosafety and hygiene kits to
Nahuizalco indigenous people in nine communities in the western department of Sonsonate. In Honduras, two mobile handwashing stations
were delivered — one to a school and the other to a community centre. The donation also included hygiene supplies, informational materials, as
well as instructional sessions on proper handwashing techniques, as part of Blueprint, a joint initiative with UNICEF. In Guatemala, the Health
Department in the western city of Quetzaltenango distributed eco-filters, handwashing stations, antibacterial gel and masks donated by UNHCR.
These items benefitted both the local population and individuals with protection needs at border areas. Around 3,500 bars of soap were also
distributed to health centres in various municipalities.
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* Panama: In coordination with the UN, UNHCR is supporting Panama’s migration authority’s efforts to improve reception conditions for mixed
- movement populations in the country. Following the donation of 48 Refugee Housing Units to expand facilities in the southern Darien border
* area, UNHCR recently delivered fire extinguishers, evacuation route signs and other safety supplies.
Peru: The Municipality of Lima and UNHCR produced a series of three webinars on the subject of “new masculinities” as part of efforts to
I@I prevent sexual and gender-based violence among both the local population and refugee and migrant communities. So far, the webinars have
reached more than 3,000 people via social media.

Trinidad and Tobago: In cooperation with partners, 180 refugees and migrants in Trinidad and Tobago received sexual and reproductive health
consultations, either at clinics or remotely. In September, 125 refugees and asylum-seekers were provided psychosocial support to help them
cope with trauma. Recipients included survivors of sexual and gender-based violence.

§ Venezuela: UNHCR and the local civil registry office in the western border state of Apure organized a registration and documentation brigade
- that provided birth certificates to 30 children and teens. Additionally, 90 adults filed requests to renew or replace lost or expired identification
documents.
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MIRPS

As part of the efforts of the MIRPS Support Platform for countries in the North of Central
America, a ‘twinning' initiative aims to pair municipalities in the platform’s member
countries with cities in MIRPS countries. In addition, a series of virtual or in-person
sessions are being organized to exchange experiences on the refugee status
determination process among members of countries’ refugee commissions.



https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2020/10/5f899efb4/peruvian-football-club-alianza-lima-partners-unhcr-support-refugees.html
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— Coordination and Response to date
RMRP

Preparations are on track for the external launch of the 2021 Regional Refugee and
Migrant Response Plan (RMRP) on 10 December. On 19 October, a ministerial
meeting was held to discuss the main agreements of the technical meeting held in
Santiago on 24-25 September. Organized by Chile, which holds the pro tempore
presidency, the meeting included such participants as the UNCHR High Commissio-
ner, IOM’s Director General and the Joint Special Representative Eduardo Stein, as
well as the Group of Friends (donor countries) of the Quito Process.

Funding the response

Financial Information

UNHCR AMERICAS - Funding Update

.,_ THE AMERICAS CORONAVIRUS
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Notes:

1. The financial requirements for The Americas are for the operations in Belize, Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, o
Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Peru, Trinidad and Tobago, United States of America and Venezuela. 63 /0
2. The percentage funded (61%) and total funding amount ($374,292,300) are indicative based on the methodology described above. This leaves an
indicative funding gap of $237,546,073 representing 39% of the financial requirements.

funded 2
While seeking funds to carry out international community keep
COVID-19 preventative measures supporting the millions of refugees
and response activities, UNHCR and internally displaced people
stresses the need for support to already living a precarious
be in addition to the existing critical existence, for whom already limited Notes:
. . . . . e . 1. The financial requirements of the Coronavirus Emergency include requirements in Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Armenia, Bangladesh, Belize, Bosnia
funding requirements laid out in self-reliance opportunities are likely and Herzegovina, Brazi, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cameroon, Central Afcan Republic, Chad, Chil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cte divaire, Cyprus, Djbout, Ecuador,
' . E t, El Salvador, Ethiopia, Ghana, Gre , Gu la, Guinea, Guit -Bissau, Honduras, India, Ind ia, Iraq, Islamic Republic of Iran, Israel, Jordan, K ),
UNHCR’s regular Global Appeal to shrink further as a result of the Kovors, Gaveman ebanom Uoer. Mol My Mok oursani oo s B, e sk e Ko
. . . . .. 2. The percentage funded (63%) and total funding amount ($469,298,375) are indicative based on the methodology described above. This leaves an indicative
for 2020. It is vital that the economic impact of the crisis. funding gap of $275,831124 representing 37% of the financial requiremens

UNHCR is grateful for the critical and generous support provided by donors to the Coronavirus Emergency Situation globally, and to the Americas, as
well as those who have contributed to UNHCR programmes with unearmarked funding.

Thanks to donors in 2020:
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And to our private donors:

BabyBjorn AB | Espafia con ACNUR | Latter-day Saints Charities | Major League Baseball Players Trust (MLBPT) | Private donors Australia |
Private donor Brazil | Private donors China | Private donors France | Private donors Germany | Private donors Italy | Private donors Japan |
Private donors Mexico | Private donors Spain | Private donors Republic of Korea | Private donors United Kingdom | Private donors USA |
UNO-Fleuechtlingshilfe | USA for UNHCR
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For more information, contact: Sonia Giannone - Senior Donor Relations Officer - giannone@unhcr.org | Sonia Aguilar - Reporting Officer - aguilars@unhcr.org |
For media requests: Olga Sarrado - Comms/PI Officer - sarrado@unhcr.org | Sibylla Brodzinsky - Regional Communication/Public Information Officer - brodzins@unhcr.org

United Nations Trust Fund


https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2020/10/5f88b30e4.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2020/10/5f88b30e4.html
https://www.acnur.org/noticias/press/2020/10/5f8df59d4/acnur-felicita-a-brasil-por-asumir-la-presidencia-de-su-comite-ejecutivo.html
https://www.acnur.org/noticias/press/2020/10/5f8df59d4/acnur-felicita-a-brasil-por-asumir-la-presidencia-de-su-comite-ejecutivo.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2020/10/5f90c2324/give-seat-table-well-change-world.html
https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2020/10/5f90c2324/give-seat-table-well-change-world.html



