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The Office of the Prime Minister (OPM) and the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) jointly launched the revision of the 2019-2020 

Uganda Refugee Response Plan (RRP) in February 2019 to align RRP planning figures, targets and budgets with a reduced refugee 

population as of year-end 2018. The latter resulted from three main factors:

1.	 Lower number of refugees and asylum seekers in Uganda, following the conclusion of verification in October 2018;

2.	 Lower than anticipated refugee influxes from the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), South Sudan and Burundi by year-end 2018;

3.	 Downward review of the expected number of new refugee arrivals from the DRC in 2019, from 100,000 to 80,000.

With a new baseline population of 1.19 million refugees as of 31 December 2018, RRP partners revised their plans to cater for 1.31 million 

refugees by the end of 2019 and 1.30 million refugees by the end of 2020 – compared to the initial projections of 1.74 million by year-end 

2019 and 1.73 million by year-end 2020. Whilst seeking to meet humanitarian needs, the 2019-2020 RRP also serve as a transition plan 

towards sustainable refugee response programming in Uganda. As such, this plan contributes to achieving the Comprehensive Refugee 

Response Framework (CRRF) in Uganda, alongside interventions carried out by government institutions. 

STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

Under the leadership and coordination of the Government, the Uganda 

2019-2020 RRP aims at achieving the following objectives:

•• Through to 2020, Uganda’s asylum space is maintained, equal and 

unhindered access to territory is preserved;

•• The Government of Uganda owns protection processes that 

promote the full enjoyment of rights, and international protection 

standards;

•• By 2020, the refugee response paradigm in Uganda has 

progressively shifted from care and maintenance to inclusion and 

self-reliance;

•• By 2020, refugees decisively benefit from provision of inclusive 

basic social services;

•• By 2020, refugees are well on their path to access durable 

solutions.

Sectors South 
Sudan

DRC and 
others

Burundi Total

Protection 30 22 7 34

Education 17 11 1 19

Environment & Energy 13 22 3 17

Food Security 1 2 1 2

Health & Nutrition 15 13 5 16

Livelihood & Resilience 39 21 6 40

Shelter, Settlement & NFI 10 11 2 12

WASH 22 15 3 23

Total 64 42 11 68

Partners appealing for funds from non-UN sources 

UGANDA
Refugee Response Plan
January 2019 - December 2020

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Uganda Refugee Response Portal - https://ugandarefugees.org/en/country/uga

Joel Boutroue, Representative to Uganda, boutroue@unhcr.org; Jens Hesemann, Snr. Field Coordinator, hesemann@unhcr.org; 

Rocco Nuri, Reporting Officer (Inter-Agency Coordination) nuri@unhcr.org

2019-2020 RRP’S INNOVATIONS

The 2019-2020 RRP brings a number of novelties compared to 

previous RRPs, as follows:

•• Two-year planning cycle;

•• Disaggregated targets for host communities;

•• Resilience interventions to support national systems to achieve 

integrated social service delivery;

•• Sector strategies and priorities aligned to existing government 

sector response plans;

•• Enhanced results framework to monitor the RRP performance;

•• Sector needs analysis based on the 2018 joint inter-agency 

Multi-Sector Needs Assessment.

PRIORITY OUTCOMES

Partners and sectors will be guided by the following priority 

outcomes for planning and programming:

1.	 Refugee protection;

2.	 Emergency response;

3.	 Education;

4.	 Environment;

5.	 Livelihoods;

6.	 Urban refugees


