
SOUTH SUDAN
Regional Refugee Response Plan
January 2020 - December 2021

Lake
Albert

Lake
Turkana

Lake Victoria

KAMPALA

Refugee locations

Refugee projection in 2020

Refugee camp

Refugee crossing

SOUTH SUDAN

SUDAN

ETHIOPIA

KENYA

UGANDA

CENTRAL 
AFRICAN 
REPUBLIC

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 
OF THE CONGO

105,000

875,000

306,000

122,000

792,000

JUBA

1M

1.5M

2M

2.5M

3M

Dec.
21

Dec.
20

 Dec.
19

Oct.
18

Oct.
17

Oct.
16

Oct.
15

Refugee Population Trends 2015 - 2021 

20202019

2020 and 2021 Requirements | in millions US$

53.2

333.7

106

343.1

426.7

44.1

333.7

106

343.1

512
Uganda

Sudan

Kenya

Ethiopia

DRC

2020 PLANNED RESPONSE

2.2M
2020 PROJECTED 
REFUGEES

2.1M 
2021 PROJECTED 
REFUGEES 

US$1.3B
2020 
REQUIREMENTS

95
PARTNERS 
INVOLVED

OVERVIEW

The 2020-2021 South Sudan Regional 
RRP articulates the protection and 
humanitarian needs of an anticipated 
2,200,000 South Sudanese refugees 
by the end of 2020 and 2,130,000 by 
the end of 2021. The RRP outlines the 
inter-agency response strategy and 
financial requirements of 95 partners 
responding across five countries of 
asylum. As the protracted emergency 
enters its seventh year, it remains 
the largest refugee situation on the 
African continent. It continues to be 
characterised as a children’s crisis with 
children constituting over 65 percent of 
the refugee population. The sheer scale 
of displacement is putting immense 
pressure on hosting countries and greater 
international solidarity and responsibility 
sharing is needed. There are renewed 
prospects for durable solutions for South 
Sudanese refugees, with the Regional 
RRP a key tool to equip refugees with 
the skills and education to make any 
eventual return sustainable. In line with 
the Global Compact on Refugees, the 
response will aim to provide protection 
and life-saving assistance in such way 
as to allow for greater integration of 

AT A GLANCE

PROJECTED SOUTH SUDANESE REFUGEE POPULATION

The full 2020- 21 South Sudan 
Regional RRP can be accessed 
online from the South Sudan 

Situation Data Portal: 
https://data.unhcr.org/southsudan

Refugee Population 
31 Dec. 2019

Projected Refugee 
Population 
31 Dec. 2020

Projected Refugee 
Population 
31 Dec. 2021

DRC  88,717  105,000  105,000 

Ethiopia  334,014  306,000  300,000 

Kenya  121,414  122,000  120,000 

Sudan  810,917  875,000  886,000 

Uganda  861,590  792,000  719,000

Total  2,216,652  2,200,000  2,130,000

refugees into national systems and development plans. Renewed and increased focus will also be given to strengthening the 
resilience of host communities and South Sudanese refugees. 

https://data2.unhcr.org/en/situations/southsudan


2020 & 2021 STRATEGIC OBJECTIVES

The 2020 - 2021 Regional RRP for the South Sudan situation remains guided by the following regional strategic objectives 
to guide programming for the South Sudan situation and which were validated on an inter-agency basis. 

1.	 Upholding the quality of asylum for South Sudanese refugees in the region, the majority of whom are women and 
children, by meeting their lifesaving needs and upholding their dignity according to applicable minimum standards;

2.	Anchoring the response within national and regional multi-year protection frameworks, policies, laws, and standards 
which comprehensively address legal and physical protection needs of South Sudanese refugees with a particular 
emphasis on children, women and youth;

3.	Enhancing biometric registration, documentation and data management in collaboration with host Governments to 
support implementation of durable solutions strategies;

4.	Proactively exploring and, where applicable, pursuing innovative approaches based on participatory assessments 
with refugees, Governments, humanitarian and development actors, the private sector, and civil society, with a view to 
systematically expanding Cash-Based Interventions (CBIs) and other initiatives aimed at alleviating the dependency of 
refugees on aid;

5.	Maintaining the civilian and humanitarian character of camps; and
6.	Promoting social cohesion between refugees and host communities through implementation of targeted resilience 

programmes.

2020 FINANCIAL REQUIREMENTS

REGIONAL COORDINATION

The 2020-2021 Regional RRP for the South Sudan situation will encompass 95 operational partners spanning five countries 
of asylum where refugees are hosted in both settlements and out-of-camp settings. The Refugee Coordination Model 
(RCM) is applied and regular reporting is carried out against agreed regional objectives and indicators.

Regional RRP partners work in close collaboration works in close collaboration with UN and NGO partners in the 
development and humanitarian realms, and with regional economic communities such as the Intergovernmental Authority 
for Development to ensure a regionally coordinated response to the regional South Sudanese crisis.

In 2020, with the establishment of the Regional Bureau for the East, Horn of Africa and the Great Lakes, Regional Refugee 
Coordination will be assumed within the new structure and will continue to coordinate jointly with inter-agency partners 
and conduct joint advocacy and resource mobilization for the 2020-2021 RRRP.

The complete list of the 95 partners involved in the 2020/2021 South Sudan Regional RRP is provided on the following page. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION

South Sudan Situation Data Portal - https://data.unhcr.org/southsudan 
Ms. Tina Ghelli, Snr. Communications Advisor, ghelli@unhcr.org; Ms. Simone Schwartz-Delgado, Snr. Inter-Agency Officer, schwartz@
unhcr.org
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DRC  8,576,100  7,896,950   9,840,000  3,811,168  5,966,524  5,516,695  2,500,045  44,107,482  

ETHIOPIA  43,384,594  27,194,026  11,151,377  114,608,289  34,265,883  27,599,533  43,671,062  31,843,365  333,718,129 

KENYA  10,903,487  8,083,271  6,201,883  29,000,000  15,285,117  10,230,676  18,835,401  7,507,364  106,047,199 

SUDAN  30,856,624  20,713,501  3,776,999  97,742,434  42,129,752  38,432,504  55,155,745  54,308,011  343,115,571 

UGANDA  72,285,759  57,065,260  43,663,246  115,661,151  61,538,294  71,729,259  48,274,330  41,756,607  511,973,907 

TOTAL  166,006,564  120,953,009  64,793,505  366,851,874  157,030,215  153,958,496  171,453,233  137,915,392 1,338,962,288 

http://data.unhcr.org/SouthSudan/regional.php
mailto:ghelli%40unhcr.org?subject=
mailto:schwartz%40unhcr.org?subject=
mailto:schwartz%40unhcr.org?subject=


2020 REGIONAL RRP PARTNERS

	• Action Africa Help International

	• Action contre la Faim

	• Action for Social Development 
and Environmental Protection 
Organization

	• Action For The Needy In 
Ethiopia

	• Adventist Development and 
Relief Agency

	• African Humanitarian Aid and 
Development Agency

	• African Women and Youth 
Action for Development

	• Agency for Technical 
Cooperation and Development 

	• Al Manar Voluntary 
Organization

	• American Refugee Committee

	• Association for Aid and Relief, 
Japan

	• Association of Volunteers in 
Internation Service

	• Bethany Christian Service 
Global, LLC

	• Building Resources Across 
Communities

	• Care and Assistance For Forced 
Migrants

	• CARE International

	• Caritas Uganda

	• Catholic Agency for Overseas 
Development

	• Catholic Organization for Relief 
and Development Aid

	• Catholic Relief Services

	• Concern WorldWide

	• Cooperazione e Sviluppo 

	• Cooperazione Internazionale 

	• DanChurchAid

	• Danish Refugee Council

	• Don Bosco

	• Doctors with Africa

	• Enabel

	• Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
Development And Interchurch 
Aid Commission Refugee And 
Returnee Affairs Department

	• Film Aid International

	• Finn Church Aid 

	• Finnish Refugee Council

	• Food and Agriculture 
Organization

	• Food for the Hungry

	• Gesellschaft fuer Internationale 
Zusammenarbeit 

	• Global Aid Hand

	• GOAL

	• Help Age International

	• Humane Africa Mission

	• Humanity & Inclusion 

	• Impact Initiatives

	• Inter-church Organization for 
Development Cooperation 

	• International Aid Services

	• International Medical Corps

	• International Organization for 
Migration

	• International Rescue Committee

	• Islamic Relief Worldwide

	• IsraAid

	• Jesuit Refugee Service

	• Johanniter

	• Kenya Red Cross Society

	• LKAD

	• Lutheran World Federation 

	• Lutheran World Relief 

	• Malteser International

	• Medical Teams International

	• Mercy Corps

	• Nada El-Azahar Organization

	• National Council of Churches of 
Kenya

	• Norwegian Church Aid

	• Norwegian Refugee Council

	• Oxfam

	• Peace Winds Japan

	• Plan International 

	• Prime Skills Foundation 

	• Refugee Consortium of Kenya

	• Relief International 

	• Right to Play 

	• Samaritan’s Purse 

	• Save the Children International

	• Self Help Africa

	• SNV NDO

	• TPO Uganda

	• Trocaire 

	• Tutapona Trauma Rehabilitation 

	• Uganda Red Cross Society 

	• Uganda Women for Water and 
Sanitation 

	• UMORD

	• United Nations Development 
Programme

	• United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees

	• United Nations International 
Children’s Emergency Fund

	• United Nations Office for 
Project Services

	• United Nations Population Fund

	• United Peace Organization

	• UNWOMEN

	• War Child Canada

	• War Child Holland

	• Water Mission Uganda

	• Welthungerhilfe

	• WIK

	• Windle International Uganda

	• World Food Programme

	• World Health Organization

	• World Vision International

	• ZOA


